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LITTLE GOMMUNIGANTS.

Onr Westminster Confession of Faith
assumes that the children of those * who
rofess the trve veligion ”” are “members of
8Bihe visible Chuvch,” together with their
) They are “born within the pale
hurch.” Their parents are
81015 publicly sealed with the seal of God’s
wvenant. But such children though
BB members’ of the visible Church are not
B members in full communion.” With this
Riiew the following thought$ are suggested :

When shall children be admitted tp full

Bomnunion in the Church ¢

B2 1. At what age? Our Directory (chap-
Bver ix ) says, ¢ When they come to years of
W crction, if they be free from scandal,”
3% It is Judiciously added, “ The years of
Wicretion in young Christians cannot he
B¥ncisely fised. This must bo lefi to the
B mdence of the eldership.” The Church
Bcs not prescribe an age at which infunt
[ 8-:mbership shall mature into membership
% full communion, as the law fixes twenty-
ecvears ‘or majority. The Church makes
&% depend on mental and spiritual * qualifi-
buBlations” (“ knowledge and pietv,”) to be

a5effdred by her ordained “officers.”  Isthere
® in faet, however, great timidity and
sviiBntance on the part of ministers and ses-
e Buglons in admitting children to communion,
i htever may be the evidence of their

‘W8 ? Virtually, do not many sessions

Bi%nire that those who are to be so admit-
sichall have passed beyond childhood—
| be of such age and stature that we
ld natavally call them youtns—young
nand young women? This view is not
anted by the phrase * years of discre-
BEn" for this phrase is to be interpreted
th reference to the subject-matter to which
ishere applied. “ Years of discretion”
picient for holding office in the church,
1+ aching in the Sunday School, for con.
Rk:ing prayer meetings, or even for taking
Rl part in them, and *¢ years of disere-
" sufficient for worthily partaking of
B Lord’s Supper may not be the same.
85 ¢ shall have made some progress in our
Bty if we decisively drop out of our
s all thonght of twenty-one years, or
BT YOATS, OF 5CVCD Years, 0T Any num-
Exof years whatever, as determining any-
BBuc in this matter.
B What amount of knowledge shall be
Siind 2 “ Sufficient knowledge to dis-
B e Lord's body,” says our irvectory.
pshall we understand this? Must the
A commanicant be sble to expound
o &nnc}plc on which Christ’s expiation
W beaccepted by God? By no means.
e¢ 00¢ holds that young communicants
it beeducated theologians, Whatmust

o atg T

they know? How much must they under-
stand ? If the child understands that that
blest Redeemer is the Son of God, the Lord
of glovy, who ““became a child Iike Him,”
and, when grown to manhood, died for our
sins; if the child knows and confesses that
he himself is a sinner, and with sincere
sorrow for that fact asks the Lord Jesus to
save him—if ha knows that the bread and
the cup mean the flesh and the blood of
dJesus, and that eating and drinking them
signify taking and trusting Him as our
Saviour from sin—has not that child
“ knowledge sufficient to discern the Lord’s
body ¥ Docs this phraso mean any more
than that? Whatever more may be desir-
able for the satisfaction of & maturing in-
tellect, is it not simply that on which the
soul of the most mature and of the dying
believer rests in secrre hope?

3. What evidences of “picty”’ shall be
demanded in the child communicant?
Must the little one be free from faults of
conduct or of temper? Why more than an
adult communicant? Certainly, in both
adults and children, humble and penitent
acknowledgment of faalts, and prayerful
etfort to be rid of them, must be evidenced
or they cannot come wosthily to this table.
With such penitence and such trast who
dares forbid anyone? But how shall the
pastor and elders have evidence of these?
We aro speaking of children who ave
“+vithin the pale of the Church,” children
of believing parents, children in Christian
homes, children of the covenant. Cannot
such parents, carefully and prayerfally
bringing up those children “in the nurture
of the Lord,” give reliable testimony cos-
cerning their habits and behaviour, and the
spirit therein manifested ? Is not almost
every such child in some Sunday School
class, and camnot the teacher learn the
child’s thoughts and feelings? Has not the
pastor access to all those classes and all
those homes? And has not he the Good
Shepherd’s word to Simon ever sounding
in his beart—“Feed my lambs?” Is it
really more difficnlt for the pastor and
elders to ascertain whether & chnld is &
penitent believer than whether an adalt is ¢
And is not that all that needs to be ascer-
tained—that he is a penitont believer, not
that he is o faultless person ? ‘

4. Shall we in all cases wait for children
to come to us with the request to be admit-
ted tocommunion? The most modest and
the most tentderly penitent might not dare
to do this. The disposition to be led, not
to go forward boldly, sweetly becomes
Christian childhood. Our Dircctory as-
sumes this where it says that such clildren
as have been described “ought to be in-
formed it is their duty and their privilege to
come to the Lord’s Snpper” Who shoald



