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LITTLE COMMUNICANTS.
Onr Westminster Confession of Faith

esinies titat the children of those '«wbe
prôfi2ss the truc religion»" are '« meiners of
the visible Church," together with their
parents. They are Il'bonit within the pale
of tue visible Churcb.>' Their parents are
entitied te the privilege of having their in-
ý&nts publicly sealed with the scat of Ged's
~oTCi1iit. But such ebildren though
"membersy" of the visible Church are mlot
"muembers in fitl communion.> With this
dew the flotlowing thouglit9 are suggested:

When shail cidren be adrnit!ed tc, fid
atanfion in the &'lurch ?
i. At what; nre ? Our Directory (chap.
eri-,) saya, IlWMen they corne to years of

srlion, if they bie free fromn scanda 1>'
It le ja.udiciously added, IlTho years of

iscreflon in young Christians cslnnet be
*sely fixed. This must bc lefet to tihe

idence of the eldersiîip." The Church
net preseribe an age at which infant

emberb-hip shail mature into mnembership
foul communio *n, as the law fixes tivent.?-
years for maqjority. The Church maL-es

depend on mental and spiritual "lqualifi-
ions' (Il knowlcdge and picty,») to bo
ge b brordained «officers.» Ta there

lafet owever, great timidity and
cetance on the part of ministers and ses-
ns in acimitting chdldren to tommunion,
stever may be the evidence of their

sre that those who are to be so admit-
shalt have passed. beyond childhood-
t ho of sueis age aund stature that we
ald natursîlly cati them yOutils-young
n adoungwomcn? This vie% is net
ntcd by the phrase "lycars of discrt-
"for this phrase la to e hoiawrpreted

.srcference to the subjeet-matter to wihich
shere applicd. ««Years of diseretion»l
tient for holding office in the church,

teschiiîg in the Sunday School, for con.
..ng prayecr meetings, or even for talzing
N~e pari ia them, and Il ears of diacre.
"yaufllcient fur ivorthily pareaking of
lord's Supper may nt ha thse anme.

eshail have made soea progress mn our
eiry if we decisively drop eut of Our
à' ai thougbt of tventy.one ycara, or

n yers, or seven Years, -or any nnm-
dyaswatcver, as dectrmiaing any-
inti atter.

Wtiat ainount of kuowledge shall be
mae « "Sufficient knowledge te, dis-
tht Lord's body'," says our Dirccory.
s hall wo understand tbis ? Must the
ncommunicant bie able te expoumid

pisciple on whiich Christ's expiation
be accepted by God ? By ne means.
one holds that young communicants
tbeedacatedtbeologians. Whatmust

they know? lLow mueis must they under-
stand ? If the child understands chat chat
blcst Redeanier is rte Son of God, the Lord

of Ilry wh ecame a child like ttim,>'
and2 weni grown to manbood, died for ou'r
sina; if the child knows ahd confesses that
ho himself ia a binner, and %vitb sincere
sorrow for chat face; asks the Lord Jesus te
save lîim-if lie knows thiat the brend and
the cup mean thse flash and the blond of
Jeaus, and chat eatiug and drinking them,
signify taking and trusting Him as our
Savions, frein smn-r-lias flot; that chid
Il -nowledge âufficient to discern thea Lord's
boüyV D"]ocs Chia phrase menu auy more
chtan that? Whatever more may be deair-
able for tlie satisfaction of a rnaturing in-
tellect, is it net simply chtat on which thse
soul of the most mature and of the dying
heliover rests in secitre hope?

3. Whiat evidences of 111piety ' shall be
demanded in the child communicant?
Must the little one he free from fautts of
conduct or of temper? Why more tisai au
adult communicant? Cortainly, in hotis
aduits and chilfiren, humble and partent
ncknowlcdgmcne of faults, and pravcrfui
effort te ise nid of them, must be evidenccd
or thcy cannot corne wortisily te tisis table.
With sucis penitence and sncb trust is'ho
dates fonhid nyono? But hew shail the
paster and eiders have evidonce of those?
WVe are speaking of chldrea 'who are
<' within thse pale of the Church,>' cbildron
of believing parentrs, children in Christian
homes, children of the covenanit. Cannet;
such parents, canefully and prayerfnlly
bringing up chose ehilârea "la nhe nurture
of thse Lord,>' give reliaisie teseirnony cou-
cerning their habits and bchanviour, and the
spirit chermin manifestcd ? la rtot aIment
overy sucb child in seme Sunday Sehool
clas, and carrnet tise teacher learn tise
child's thougses and feelings? Has notthe
poster atccass te aIl those classes and al
tisose homes? And bas net he thse Good
Sisepherd's wiord te, Simon ever sounding
in bis htnrt-<Fced my lambs?'> la it
reahly more difficit for the pnstor and
eiders te ascercain wbeeiscr a cild ia a
penitent; heliever chan whether am, aduit; la?
And la net that &Ht that necds te be ascer-
teincd-that hoe is a. peuitent believer, net
that la asP faultlesa person ?

4. Shahl we iu ail cases wait for cbhildrcn
te ceme te us with tise request te be admit-
ted tecomîaun!oîn? Tiseat modese and
thse mnose. tendenly penitent might net dae
to do this. Thse disposition te be led, net
to go forwand boldly, aweetly beceres
Christian cbildhood. Our Dircctory as-
sumes titis where le says chsat sucb eidren
as have been descnibed "4ougse te be ln-
forrned it la their duty ana theitynvlec~ to
corne te the Lord's Supper.» Who sisould


