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« answer this question fully; we note,
however, two points in this connection
1st,) the lack of men is to be accounted
}m to some extent by the fact that many of
the ministers of our Charch are so poorly
R onunerated. .In 1871 there were 113 of
oue ministers receiving less than £600 ech
per annum, and in 1872, 29 with stipends
wder §500. Some of the wmen from whom
many of these ministers carvied off prizes
and scholarships at Colleges, are to-day in
recipt of annual incomes of thousanis of
dollars in other professions—law, medicine,
8 L. Nay, many-day laborers in Canada
d listgear envned their 8600 and upwards,
ad yet these ministers, after spenaing
R soney, time and energy for seven or eight
o ng yeurs, to fit themsclves for their mas.

B o' work, are toiling year by year, barely
shove starvation point.

Until the Charch shows herself worthy
B o the scifsacrificing spirit of her ministers
B 5 placing them all out of the reach of
b embarrassinent, and. need, there are many
soung men in our land who will not enter
R ibe ministrv, who otherwise might.

The contributions of our pevple to aid
B our Mission Stations and to increase the
Bl cants to our supplemented charges, Iam
convinced, might be doubled, aye, muli-
B lied four told, and s20 one pereeptitly find
himself poorer at the year’s end.

L cannot be pleasing to the Lord of the
% Vineyard that many of His laborers are so
miserably and meanly cared for.

{2nd.)  While helicving that the ahove
nmed cause prevents many frumn entering
i e Ministry, there are doubtless other
88 coung men who only nced to have their
B minds fairly directed to the subject, and to
B the urgent need of additional laboress in
B8 e Lord’s vinevard. Pastors and parents
Baisht do mach in encouraging suitable
B jcrsons 10 enter upon the work.

% The remarks are highly suggestive,
W wuchon many points which have begun
B0 force themselves on the notice and con-
sderation of the church in the Lower
Mnvinces, and are worthy of carcful ex
Kininztion, by all who feel an intevest in
Wit prosperity and progress of Christ's
B ause ainony us,
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WEEK OF PRAYER.

# TheEvangelical Alliance has issued its
Junual invitation to prayer. ‘The week
gosen is that which commences Jan. 4,
{74, and closes on the following Lord’s
{5, The Committes say :

§ BeLoveD BreTHREN OF ALL NATIONS,

summon you to join in the customary
Weex oF INTERCESSION which for mary
care Christinns of different nations and
f:mmmges have agreed to observe. It is
cheering to mark, as the years roll on, how
this call to prayer meets with & more
general and hearty response, and cach sue-

1 cessive year is ashered in by a wider and

more extended gathering of the children
of God around the throne of the heavenly
grace. The remembrance of many hal-
lowed sensons, when our devotions were
led by venerated and beloved servants of
God, who now rest from their labours, and
have exchanged prayer for praise, cannot
but endear to us those occasions of culti-
vating and enjoying the Communion of
Saints, Nor do the circumstances of the
dav in which we live permit the thonght of
relaxing in the earnestness and importunity
of our prayers. All aronnd us are symp-
toms which may well awaken grave and
anxious thoughts in Christian hearts. The
agitation and unvest of nations, the rise
and fall of empires, the rapid and sudden
revolutions of opinion. the anti-social and
anti-Christinn elements known to be fer-
menting among  the masses, the wide-
spread diffusion and sceptical ideas, the
hostile attitude of modern science towards
everything supernatural, the startling
developments of an uuscriptural and super-
stitious Rituslism; and, not least, the
astute and audacions straggles of Po(syery
to recover its authority over the minds of
men,—all together constitute such a plea
for prayer as no intelligent and thoughtful
mind can fail to recognize. The most
effective reply which the fuithful disciples
of Chyist ean give to the scornful taunt,
* What protit is therc in prayer? is by a
more fervent and energetie appeal to Him
* tha, heaveth prayer.”  The most hopefal
method of frustrating the pernicions
schemes of foolish or wicked men is by
engaging the arm of Omnipotence against
them.  The constant lesson which the
Word of God teaches the believer in his

warfare with the forces of evil, is, ¢ Fear

them not, for they that be with us are-
more than they that be with them.’ * God

is our refuge aud strength, a very present

help in wrouble. The Lord of Hosts is-
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.’

At the same time there is much to excite-
gratitude and encourage hope. Never was.
the world so open to the cutrance of the-
Gospel.  The ancient barriers of inveterate

prejudice have been broken down ; Oriental

nations ave awakening from the deep slum-

ber of ages, and are turning wistiul eyes

towards the mysterious wisdom and power

of the West, ‘The Missionary and the

Bible enter with the engineer and the

.merchant. Be it ours to pray that all

It is again our duty and privilege to

these things may fall out to the furtherance -



