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Report of IlDaysprlngs" voyage
among the New Hebrides GroupV
durIng part of the monthe of Nov-
ember and December, IP7O.

DJY REV. DR. GEDDIE.

AETUDec. 2011t, 1870.
DEAR SiR,-I bcg to lay bufore yoti the

fbllowing staternent ot my ainnual voyage
among the i8lands of the New Hlebrides
group. It wvas inade duriug the months of
Noveruber and December, and wvas latcr
than ustial on account of the Da.ysprizaqe's
visit to E~astern 1Polynesia for teachiers. !ýo
new islands have be» visitcd this year, and
the latencss of the season prcvented us froan
calling ut sorne places visited in former
years. Our .v~aelias ncvcrthicless been
one of much iîaterest to ourselves, and 1
trust of benefit to the cause.

FUTUNA.

Our much-esteemcd friends, Mr. and
Mrs. Copeland, who labour on this island,
aire well. The mission stili suffers frorn
the opposition of the hecathien; -but this is;

bno means an unfavourable symptom.
Th le kingdomi of Satan has neyer yct been
overthrown wvithout a struggle. The old
system of heathenisn lis doomcd, howevcr,
and shail1 ere long ho supplainted by the re-
ligion of the gospel. I ivas struck with the
improvement in the external appearance of
the nàtives which is visible to a stran er
There was lese paifitin of the fac tan
for1nerly; many of te natives were un-
araued ; and flot a few inake feeble attempts
nt clothËing thernselves. These external,
change iradicate the existence of a deeper
work, which shall end in the moral and
religious elevation of these deeply-degraded
iîslanders.

The missionary work on Futuna has
been seriously retarded during the past
year by visits of slavers frontuenln
aînd the Fiji Islands.. Many of the natives
under instruction have been indueed to cm-
bark in these vessels. [t li no ordinary
trial to the rnissionary to se those for
whose good lic has labourcd snatched
away ait the very time wlien -the fruits of
lais labours begin to, appear. Shiould
any of these> people ever retura to their
owai islands, they will bc difib-rent front
what they now ame. The civilization waitli
which most of themi cone iii contact bias
a deanoralising and laardening influence
on tliem. The most dceraded cliaracters
on these islands are te 'te found among
those wlio have returned fromn the Quens-
laind and Fiji plantations.

A vessel recently callcd ait this island
front the Fiji ia searçh of natives. The
Captain endeavourod by stratagcm te se-
cure somne native women. Rc became en-
raged witli the missionary when lie failed

in lis attempts; and put ail sorts of misehief
nto the lheads of the nativcs aigainst him.

lie told them that the Eroxnauagains hac
killed a missionary, aind the Fijians had
killed one ailso. The missiornn?"s wifé
inight well say, Ilisn't it horrible l' If the
missionary on Futuna lias not slaared the
fatte of his martïrcd bretliren, ~t is not the
fanît of this white ravage. fu niM1r. Copeland is assisted b forï ni
tyum teachiers. WVe left an E'astern island
teacher with 1dm fflso, namnid Solomona;
lie is a native of Nia, or Savage Island.
As the language of his island bears a strong
resemblance to that of Futuna, hie wiil soon
be able te labour in the work.

ANS WA.

Mr. and Mrs. Paton continue to labour
with encouragement on tiais is>and. The
iiiost of the natives are under Christian in-
struction, and sbine of themt have begun to
wecar clothing-, and adopt sorne of the habits
of civilized life. The rate of nîortality ie
very high among the natives, aind unless a
change for the better takes place, the in-
habitants must ait no distant period, disap-
peur.

We jeft one of our Eastern teacliers to
asisest Mr. Paton; his naine is Joane, a na-
tive of Niua. The language of this island
is nearly the saine as that spoken in Aniwa.
This island, and Futuna also, muet have
been peopled by natives of Liasterni Polyne-
sia, drifted te tîtem ait some reanote period.
Tliey differ mucl inl appearance and ]an-
guage froin thie Papuan race v hidi inliabits
tiiese islands.

M~rs. Paton was dehicaite ait thse time of
our visit, and one of the chuldren suffierlng
from a complaint which required medical
skill; it was dcemed advisable, fur the.-e
reasons, thait Mr. and Mrs. Paton eliould
proceed to Lifu, and consuît tIse Frencli
doctor there. The season being far-ad-
vanced, to save trne they accoiapainied uir
duriug our whiole voyage rotind the islainds,
and ealled ait Lifu on our way home. The
volyage, has been very beneficial to both
mother and child.

We arrived ait this island on a Sabbath
moraiing, aind landed r t Mr. Ncilson's
station. The native worship wis delaycd
a littie to affora us time to land. O)ar
meeting was sinall, but the natives were
attentive. The number wlso favour Cliris-
tianity is on the incease. The natives
were suftering from, an epideanie whieh liad
proved fatal in many caes Tlrhcfirst inti-
mation wve had of thie was their appearance,
for many of them liad their long liuir shorai
and thear bodies blackened, whicli aire the
usual tokeus of aourning. Mr. Watt came
to the harbour to meet the vesse!, and W~
wvere glad to hear frorn him, favourable
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