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THE PEACOCK;

The Peaeock (Pavo cristatus) is a wetl
known bird, a native cf the Enst. ludies &other
parts cf Asia,as iveit cf several p)arts of Africa.
it is peculiarly distiragu*-slitdc 11y leav'iag on its
bead a crest of tweuuty four feathers, taudt a
single bard spurat the back cf ecd leg. The
mate lias. over its tai t, several featiiers,
sonietimies four or tive fleet ina lenatlu, aad each
Miarked, at tise extreinit>. 'with an eye like
spot ; the real [ail consists of a range of short
brown, aad stiff featliers, wtîicli are beuacaîh
these.
.Iia some parts of the East Indies the suootng

ofwiut peacocis is not, an uracoramcu diversion,
andi their uize and beavy fliglit are sch ttî;t,

iL doa flot requaire a gocit marksmiani to briiîg
tuema down.

,Peacocks are mentioraci, ini the Sacreit
*ritings, as corastitutinçr part cf the cargoes
of the fleet whticla. Conveycd the varlous trea-
iijme.of the Fast to the court cf Kisig Soo
mcoi. The>' were so unuch esteemed for t1ue
fzble, b' the Romans, that one peraulu, %%tfo
hait deviseil a mode cf fattîeisig tlieni. o',.îaiti
çd ttuereliy atone an anitac iracos'n cquat tu
aboaut 5C>Ol. of raur moiiey. it tLiagland ttese
birds were formerIy iztroduced at aun:u.
Oiniuers, and soinetirnes the skiai and ail the
fe;tbhers, Particularly [hase cf tue tait. %rere
luepi tg s&erVe [liema up in. The lesu cf [lie

1old birds is coarse and unfi[ fur food; btut
the youtig p-o&-fc>wls are at this day niuch en.
teenied b>' epicures.

Trhe trairn feâtlîers of the, peacock are used
amcong [lie Chiiiese fur ornanieataI %%ork of
different kitads, and particular>' for dccratiflg
the caps of dia niandarims; and 'i ey are an
article of tratffc frorn the Fast Inclies to thàt
cuitry. Peactîcks cres:s, ina ,ncietit linies,
were anioîîg the ornianietits of the iaigs of
Eîigland : anad it appearî from records tlîat
ira tîîîei tu the crown. tiiese crcsts were sortie-'
[unmes amotng- the articles tu be p;îid.
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A fter four lacurs digyging porpendkliu!a-.l
rroia the summrit, îl'ey ctiscavered sixc bi?,aîîîs
Of date tree wvocd runîîting apparenît]% Suite th.
cenîtrecof[he ninund. Ilia îaa liaur after 1
:1ulle'] ol. a large earîthen sarcuapague, rtaj
,ierfect. litied %vith bituuie, and fiiied witt
human biou.es; buit on naj:tiaull tu, re.auuîe
il.. the vesse! broke iii pieces. This srcaplil-
gaius %vas larger acud t'roauter t)ua:u anv 1 liait
ever scen ;lueirag llpvardu cf Îive *feet ini
lsuugtt. [)y tlarte alid a fuaif diarneter. Oit

tlhe sliglîteat Possible tosucli [lue loues becatuaeai


