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THE MYSTERY OF TEE MOON;
Or the Laws and Logic of the Lunaties.
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To t/he Public: 0f the makcing of
books there may be an end, but the time
is not yet. Mly motives in writing have
been of sucli a mixed chai-acter that 1 arn
unable to define them clearly. Being un-
able to deliver you a favorable notice at
so niuch a line, you will be required to,
use your own judgment as to the value to
be derived from, a perusal. If th( laws
and logic of the lunatics does you no
good it can at least do you no harm, for
reasons that must be apparent 10 you, if
you are honest to yourself, which latter I
much doubt. Venturing niy personal
recommendation, you will find the Mystery,
of the Moon fairly good reading, as the
type is newv and the ink excellent. Dr.
Tla!mage,"in the Chriistian Hep-aid and

Sin fte in.- advertises a Bible
hat he is giving as a bonus to any one

who wilI consent to read and pay for the
Chrisçtian Herald, and tells bis customers
that his bonus Bibiewlw:hvrhc
25ound. The Mystery of the M,%oon can-
not boast the ponderous proportions of
the Doctor's bonus, but will 'veigh when
flnished perhaps haîf a pound. which is
pretty good for a start on a new story,
and ought to have somne weight îvith
readers of THE LAMP.

Sincerely, 0. G. WV
The moon is said to be cold and dead.

Frorn earliest times we have been seek-
ing to knowv something cf our sister planet,
or satellite, as somne people cail it.
Powerful glasses have failed to reveal
anything like vegetation, and on the sicle
that is always presented to us there is no
water surface, so that any life such as we
can imagine could flot exist. Again,
Mien an occultation of a star takes place
at the moment of contact îvith the limb,
or edge of the moon, there does not ap-
Ipear to be any diminution of clearness of
thc star; this has been accepted by the
scientiflc wvorld as proof that no atmos-
phere exists --round the moon.

To bc accurate, science must, and al-
ways does, niovc slowly. While nany
great disco,.eries have been the result of
pure adventure, or accident, yet many
important additions to the gencral,-store
of knowledge have been the rzsult of de.

ductions from observed phenomena, that
have led to the discovery of other plie-
noniena, which might, but for these de-
ductions, have remained. hidden fromn the
world. One instance may be cited to
show how vast fields of materWa fact
have been thus brought to ligbk: Two
scieritists, unknown to each other, Mivr.
Adams, i n England, and Mons. Leverrier,
'in France, wvere engaged about the year
1843 in a study of the planet Uiranus,
whose orbit was knovn ; that is to say,
it ivas known fromn long and careful study
what the course of the planet wvas, wvhich
way it was going, and hiow long it would
take to go round the sun frorn any given
point back to the saine point again. Not
only do astronomers know this, but they
can calculate the speed of a victim in any
part of its orbît You must understand
that they charge many of the stars with
loitering along the road, waiting for
otherF, or putting. on a spurt to catch up.
Each planet is sad to attract and affect
ail the rest, so that there is u good deal
of pulling aud hauling, just as in the
%vorking of a modlem Christian congreg,,a-
tion wvhose pastor has some individual

oiin.They even pull as badly as a

politicýal partypabout local matters, but
alascneu to time like "the boys"
whlen a general election is on hand.
Uranus, however, had, an unusual w-obble
about it, for which there was no apparent
occasion. Jupiter and Saturn werc both
away off on the home stretch and here
was Uranus fooling its time away like a
temper-ance lodge fussing about rules of
order and constitution, -,..hlen it should be
putting downm the rum traffic. A close
study of the subject caused these two,
men, independe-ntly of each other, to de-
cide that there was another planet somne-
xvhere near that wvas doing the pulling ;
they even calculated where it 'vas to be
found, if it was at home. Another man
heard of these calculations, and ptlinting
bis spy-glass in the direction indicated,
there was the planet Neptune, su're
enough, jam up wvithin one thousaid
millions of miles of Urianus, and looking
quite lovely anAd attractive. It proved to
be a nicc lump of a planet, toe, bcing
about 36,000 miles in diaireter. As it
was practically discovered by F.ngland
and France, in which cach dlaims priority
by a fewv days, the mattcr will have to go
to the courts, or, in case of arbitration,


