
of a nation's cuilture, we inay expeet that as our population inecases
and the influences of our Sehools and Universities are more genc-
rally diffused, we shall attain to a respectable standing ini the
province of ",Belles Lettres," The ailvent of "Arehaia" indicates
a decidcd stcp in literary progress. Ilere is a work not on any
local question for wbiclh, irrespective of its inerits, a circle of
indulgent readcrs xnay bc securcd, but one einbracing fields of
investigation of universal interest and challenging the attention 'Of
both religion and science. We congcratulate ourselves that a -colonial
authior lias been found capable of grasping ivith a firin hand
questions at once profouad and intricate and of treating themi ini
their in&ltifàrious bearings with clearness and force Whatever
opinions may be entertained of thi- speculations whichi this volume
contain, there will, we are persuaded, be but one opinion as te
the thoroughness witlh whieh its topies have been discussed, the
patient labour which lias been bestowed on. every section, the
eloquence with which iany of its truths are stated, and the wide
and accurate knowledge of 4ontemporary science 'whieh. it mai-
fests. Our author has not given crude and iIl-digested specula-
tions te the world, 'or claimied the attention of bis fellews to that
which ho hiirnself bias not coniplctely mastercd or rcgarding which
lie has not soinething new îand important te say. The reader
luay take up this book with confidence thiat lie will find in it
trutbis of v:tal importance to Chiristianity, together witb the latest
and highiest inductions of iscience in its bearings on religions fii,
detailed in welI eonceivcd and earefully expressed terins.

The preface inforis us that "Ib is work is not intended as a
,treatise on elenîenta-y Gwolo,- with Theological applieations nor
as an atieînpt, te establisli a sehenie of reconeiliation botween Geo-
logy and the Bible. It is the resuIt of a series of exegetical.
studios of tlie first .cbapter of Genesis in connection witlî the
nuinerous ineidental refereaces te nature aud creation in other
parts of .tbe loly Seriptures." iUndertakeon priînarily for the
autbor's »rivate information tliese studies Ilare now publislied as
efording the best answer wbici bie eau give te tlie .iumerous ques-
tions.on. this subjeet addressed to binii in bis capaeity as a teaclier of
Geology."

From. this it will be seen that tbe book doos not ciinbrace al
the refe:enees in Seripture to important phaysical plienomena. The
fieldc of view is, as we think, ad tgcously limited and con-
fines attention te a particular cirele of îhinýgs and events wivbie, if
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