
THE CANADA FARMEIR.

tivC system whicli has just been noticed. Equally
ebaracteristic of the order, however, is the disposition
of Vhe teeth. oi which the front set., or incisors, are
cunfinetd to the lower jaw, fth oppoeite portion of
the upper jaw bieing covered with a callons pad. The
e.mine teeit are conmmonly absent. and there are
six ridged mol.irs o eillier sidv of i ch jaw.

The presence of horis in the imale sex. or in both,
is another generail mark of this order. The leigth
A the legs and the whole forin of the body is aliso
iually constructed wihli a view to rapid motion, ta
enable these timid and comptaratively defenceless
creatulrcs t eluide their enemies ly flight. The foot
i- connonty esmialI, and provided n ith two toes.
which ara enclowed in a horny case, flic inner Aide of
which, where it is oppo
sed ta its fellow. is i.at-
tened, and fils so close
that the whole resemuble
a single bifiircated l oif.
Deer are distinguisied
from all oiter muenbers
of this very extensive
order by the peculi.trity
of their horns, which are
not ouly not iorny in
tle suail acceptation of
the teri, but are not,
like these appeidages in
otter animais, prna-
ient. The horns ut deer
are of the nature of bane,
and are annually renew.
ed and sied, the new
growth o eacht year usu-
ally attaining a greiaer
size and more ntimerouls
divisions. Tite harn is -- -

confined ta the male sex,
with the exception of the
rein deer, the feinaLe or
which is also provided
witht these ornamients.
The family of antelopes
is distinguishedl frot the
dcer chiefly by the haras,
which in th, former are,

liko those of the goat,
composed of a truc horny
and permanent coating
growing fron a bony
and vascular centre.

The borns of the deer
begin ta grow in the
spring. The first change
thlat takes place, isa very
considerble eilargenent
uf the arteries leading to
that part cf the skuil;
then the born begins to
shoot. li the ,arlier sta-
ges this is a vascutlar
cartilaginous structure,
covered with a soft,
thick, velvet-like and
dcenscly hairy s-in. The cartilage is converted into
bone by the deposition of phosphate of lime, con-
veyed ta the part by tnumerous blootd-vessels ; and
when this process is completed tha covering becomes
thin, the vessels becono obliterated, the vitality of
the skin ceases, and it iis rcadily Tubbed off by fric-
tion in tho uso of the horn-the antlers, as they are
more properly called, shoving on their fturrowel
surfaces the course and distribution of the large and
numerous blood-vessels that served sa important a
purpose in their formation. li the first scason the
horns of the youing buick consist of inerely a short
cylindricail and pointed projection, when they are
knowa as- spike-bucks. With cach succeeding year
a branch is adled ta the antler, uîntil it has attained
its full sizo and ramiication. Il tlie mature buck
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this species of deer, that thongh abutîdaut in the
United States and on their northern borders, il is not
found in Canada. Our good cousins must excuse
a srnile at the complacency with which they are
prono ta appropriato ail good or meritorious things
ta themselves. A notable instance of tiis propen-
sity was forced on our notice when some years ago,
fres fromin England, we landed at Boston, and read
witi no small amazement a flaming placard by some
bold publisher, who announced a splendid edition of
that Grcal Alerican Vork--Bunyan's Pilgrim's
lrogrcss. Time anti enlarged experienca inured us

ta this kind of thing, and we were scarcely surprised|
when, a few years Inter, we heard a Western school-
master inform an enquiring sebolar (an English boy,
by the by, who knew better) ftalt Burns was an Irish

aud scattered them in saa confusion, gnawed the car-
riage harness, cropped all the choice garden plants
and finally took to biting off the heads and fcet Of
the ducklings and cbickens. We have known some
few kept in ornamental grounds ; but it requires a
high fence to restrain them within bounds, and they
do not readily bear confinement.

Ini one or two places in the United States, ive be-
lieve, considerable numbers ara kept in enclosed
woodlands, the nearest approach to the parks of
Europe, tna home of the Fallow and lied Deer. The
skin of our nativa species, when properly dressed,
forms a sort and pliable kind of leather, which, more-
-ver, does not shrivel and harden fron exposure ta
wet; and thoIndians employ the material largely
in various articles of apparCI.

1867.

they are extremely handsome, large and boldly forim- poet who emigrated to America, and composed some
ed. Thecircumstancethat while the horns ofdeer are of the most popular American songs. This is, low-
annually shed, and of course in considerable nuiimber, ever, a digression for which we must ask the pardon
yet so few are coinonly found, las been explained of our readers, as well as cousin Jonathan·s.
by the fact that the various rodent or gnawinîg ani- The colour of ibis deer varies with the season of

fai l of lte forest are extreiely fond of themt, and the year, beinlg Of a light reddish brown in spring,
greedily devour themi. slaty bitte in aituimn, and dill browi in winter.

The subject of the present illustration is very The abdomen, throat, chin, the inner faces of te
generailly distributed over the North Amicrican con- liml)sfnfli u der surface ai tha tail, are white.
tinent. being very nunerous in Canada, and extend- The fawn is a remarkabiy pretty littit creature, te
ing ils range as far south ias the Gulf of Mexico. riddy brown fur bcing profusely deckcd witil white
With a curions ignorance in regard to a country s pot, arnged ii irregîtar hues, and somchimcs
near thei, the compilers of an elabor.ate and gener- inCrgiig iuta continuons stripes.
ailly excellent work, oit the Natural llistory of New Like ail te trie, tiis is a very tiid animai, very
York, ilnukie Uie sinigiiiar b'tateineiiV iii rcvrenic i te watcn, atd uetremely utae i ail ils seses.

espcially ai hcaring a d

melling, so tliatit is diffi.
cuit for the hunter ta ap.
proach without the great-
eszt caution, as the snap-
ping of a twig is suffi-
cient te alarm it. When
pursued it readily takes
to the water, and is a
good and enduriig swim-
imer. It ias bee known
ta cross broad rivers, and
swimî a listanceofseveral
miles. Wien bard pres.
sed in the vicinity of the
sca, it will even iako
for the shore, and piung-
ing boldly into the water,
swimî out to sea for a
milo or more.

In the more opeu sec-
tions of country it feeds
on the young grasses of
the plains, being fasti.
dioisly select in choos-
ing the tenderestherbage.
ln winter it obtains sus-
tenance in various buds
and berries; and in au-
himinn it finds abundant
banquets inder the oaks,
ebestnuts, and becches,
revelling upon the fallen
fruit in amicablo frater-
nity with other quadrt-
peds and various birds.

When captured while
young, this gracefil crean-
ture is casily domestica-
ted, and becomes even
troublesome in its confi-
dent tameness. A pair
of these animals kept by
Mr. Audsabon vre most
mischievous pets. They
would jump into his

study window, regardless
of glass or wood work:
they ata the covers of bis
books, nibbled his papers


