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THE CANADA FARMER,.

Fen. 15,

‘Pouttry Pard

W proposce-to give in the present and s::ccccding/i
daanbers of the Canapa FarMEr, briefl descriptions,
widiaccompanying cuts, of the most approved kiuds
of Nomestic Ponltry. In drawing the auention of
wur readers to this subject, it is no partof our design
to prowolc anything ke n  hon fuver,” orto wmduce
absurd and exiravagant owtlays on faucy poultsy
but it is in the power of most persons who keep fonls,
to improve their stock by the iutroduction into their
yards, of some choice birds of an approsed breed, |
without great uxpense. Domestic poultry are as capa- i
ble of improvement a8 any other description of farm :
ftock and we hope ta be able to throw out some ase ful .
bints in this dircction  The question is often ashed.
which breed of fowls is the best, and the reply must
he none ahsolutely.  As in other stock, a choice must
he made in view of what you wish ta scvure Dayou
wanta hreed of fowlsmerely u- good lujers L or do yuu
desire a Kind of firstaate quality fur the table 1 can
vou give vour bhirds nnvest-ivted ringe @ or have yon -
bnt Tamted gnariers for thees ¥ Thewe gnd Yk e fygui-
ring must guide to a slection. Sume fonls ure fiw
ayers hut are partizlly or wholly non-incubators @ us
the Spanish, Polands, &c. Others are only medium
layers. but excellent for the table, as the Dorkings.
some are impatient of vestraint, and do uct bew
vontinewent well as the Spanish, Game, &¢ , while
others are quiet in fheir habits and can content
themselves with but little space, as the Brahmas,
Cochins, &e.

SPANICHE FOWL.

The Spanish mast wnquestonably hace the palm if
laying be the oniy thing songht. They lay very large
eggs. and snte constant amd vepular in their vigits o
Yo by oronne b relied on as mothers.
They wary tniey welaw 0 se, atd whea they do.
seldom persevere fong enough in hateh out 2 hrand
of chickeng Tl ie pue oljecting 1y them Iy 1lis
climate, and that is their long, heavy cambs.  Orna-
mental as these ate, they ave linhle 1o be frozen in
the handest wanter weather. aml then the stumps are
a sad digfigurement  Of course thig may be obviated
by making their house frost-preof. The Spanish
when weil-hred are very heastful rds. and stand
at the head of the poultry hist in the estimation alike
of practical “ henwives” and {awl-fanciers  They
do not feather until nearly three-parts grown, and
therefore vequsre & steady, careful mouher, that will
uot e an haxte to leave thom to themselves  dhe
follawing are considered the leading requisites in this
popular vaviely i=

“In the first plase, a pure while fage, deep in
the fobres, and of good space above the eye. and neither
1a6 fat above nor below it, yet not so skinnydaced as
to laxe that angalar oblang shape which inparts such
reverchior to the fowl ia question ; 2nd, oreetness, or
ell but erectoess, in comb; 3rd, length in body, and
ofleg ; 4ih, Inng clean neck-, 5th, upright carriage,

thi nest

|

Amateurs value rpecimens of the breed in propor-
tion a8 they Lave Jese warks.  Unless birds answer
pretty nearly to (e above description, they have
little chance of gainitg honours in a good show.

The Dorkings are pretiy fair layers, good mothers,
and ihcie flesh is of the first quality. Probably no
oud Lreed combines so many cxcellencies as tins
They are f good =iz aud Lardy constitution , and
are much prized by all who have had experience of
their many good qaalities.  They are bred of various
colours . 1k Grey, Light Grey, Spangled. and Pure
White. The White Dovkings ave very handsome
birds. but are thought by some 10 be more delicate
than those of datker colour. It is a peculiarity of
the Dorking 11l that 10 usually has. move or less
devduped, a fifl o Seme tuih tlas 15 a defeet,
and that st ehgat tw be bred our. To any who can
only heep onc Liced of fowts, we would say by
allmeans keep the Grey Dorkings  This breed has
acquired a greal reputation in England, cluefly trom
the supertority of s flesh over that of any other
known kind 1 vy white, delicate and well
flavoured  The Darkings have but one drawback,
Vg - the wendeiness of the chigkens which sendets
them somewbat dufliculi to resr.

This cat way be regarded ax giving the general
heharacteristics of the Iarge Chinese or Asiatic breeds
of fowl. Thereare scveral varietics of them distine |
guished by the namos Shangacs, or Cochin Chinas, |
(of which there are various colours,) DBralma
Pootras, Chittagongs, &c. We regard the Baff
Coclins, and tho Brabmas. (white with black backles,

| Golden-spangled and Silverspangled

desirable among these giants of the poultry-yard.
They have often heen so badly bred as to look like
fowls on stilts, and cuts which may well be regarded
as caricatures of the breed, have not unfrequently
been published. Bred wath short legs, and well-built
bodies as represented in our cut, they area fine
looking bird. The Brabmas and Cochins are excel-
lent layers, & ludde too much welined to sit, faithful
mothers, and f killed when very young, are good
table-birds. Their chief recommendations are their
tendency to lay in winter, and the case with which
they are kept out of mischief.  An ordinary fencoe is
high enough to confine them. They do not, like some
othier breeds, set every obstacle at defiance, and
averleaping all boundary liues, invade your own, m
what is worse if possible, your neighbour's garden.
For towns and cities where confinement is wnavoid-
abl, these are doubtless preferable to 211 others. The

] Brahimas are egpecially recomnicnded on dus latter

acconnt, as they maintain themselies in good con-
dition, and uader the unfavourable civcumstances
of dirty weather, or living among houscs, they keep
np a cleun, tidy appearaice Letler than any other
kind. There is differcnce of opinion among fowl-
fanciers whether the Brabmas are a distinct breed
from the Cochins. Those best qualified to judgo
maintain that they are.  Altkough they bear a close
r¢scublance in form to the Cochins, their habats are
dissimilar. Their are eggs larger, they are more dis.
posed to roam about, are lessinclined to sit. and havo
more spirih

Tar Polands were soreewhat fully deseribed in onr
last, and we need not repeat what was then saud.
They are bred of various colorge—not only with
* biack plamage and « roval head-gearof white.”* hut
They are all
murh soglit by poultry fanciers, aud many persons
admire them more than any other deseripuon of fowls.

Breeds of poultry have hecome multiplied to such
an extent, and =0 much attention has been given to
heir fimprovement, that the most fastidious fanclers
can be gratified in some one or more of them. For
ondingry practical uses, it as perhaps well to keep
maore than onr sort, 80 a8 {0 secure various points of
rxcWensr Mrs Yorgussou Dlaininthe Henwile, -
peehiaps (he iest manaal of poultry-keeping we have,
advises amateurs who have but limited accommods
dation ta “koep only a few first rate fowls, say o
Dorking cock and tws hens, iwo Cochin and two

| Brahma Tootra hiens.” ‘ These latter,” she adds,

“Iay all winter, sit soon, and lring out Dorking
chickens much ecarlier than the Dorking hens them.
selves, which arc tardy sitters.” A cross betweon the
Dorking and Cochin or Brahima makes a good table:
bird ; the formerimproving the quality, and thelatier
adding to the size But even moro important than
the choice of breeds, is proper care and attention
With these, vory ordinary Lirds will produco well,
and withoot them tho beat birdawill accoraplishlitite

2% 27 e metallic green ;. and, 7th, good ne.”

wings and tails also edged with black,) as the moat ]

or nothing.



