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ot honey, thereby increasing our home
market, 1s a matter deserving the atten-
tion of this association quite as mueh as
teaching those who wish to keep bees how
to care for them. The programme which is
placed before you will pravide an oppor-
tunity for each one present to contribute
something to onr gtore of bee knowledgze.
[ hope that the friends who looked for-
ward after last year’s meeting, with the
expectation that our meetings in the
future would be less turbulent and more
harmonious and useful, will not be dis-
appointed. I thank youfor the confidence
placed in me a year ago in elevating me to
the position I now oceupy, and I trust you
will assist me in making these meetings
both pleasant and usctul during the few
hours I shall remain in my present position.
(Applause.)

Mr. R. F. Holtermann—I1 am sure that
we have listened with pleasure to the
address of our president; I do net think
there is very much that any of us can take
exception to, and I would move that the
address of the president be filed, and that
it be incorporated in the report of these
proceedings, after which there are one or
two remarks that T will have to make in
reward to it.

Mr, F. A, Gemmell—T have much pleas-
ure in seconding that.

First vice-president, Mr. W. B. Holmes.
put the motion, which was declared carried
by a rising vote.

Mr. R F. Holtermann—There was a
question which was brought up at the last
E aunual meeting by Dr. MacFarlane, of the
E Department of Inland Revenue, and that
E isin rezavd Lo the perceutage of water to
E be found in honey. I think if I am a cor-
ot judgze of the views of the members of
K this association and bee-keepers at Iarge
E that that was a question of very vital
K importance to the bee-Keeping industry,
g In travelling about the coantry I find that
B there is altogether too much honey which
£ has been taken from the hive at a time
® when it ix not properly ripencd and when
ithas teo large a pereentage of water.
B You remcmber last year a resolution
R was passed asking the Department of In-
E lind Revenue to pass some regulation
after consulting with the Executive Com-
E wittee in regard to that percentage of
water.
kb Now, we know that if honey is taken
| from the hive before it is properly ripened
f or before a proper percentage of moisture
B hos been taken from it, the nectar which
¢ ros it into honey has not that flavor
& which is pleasing to the palate and which
N ! is absolutely necessary it should have
¥ if e are going to develop our markets to
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the highest possible degree. We are liv-

ing in a section of country which has
perhaps been educated to a greater extent
upon this subjeet than other portions of
the Dominion.  You must remember that
this is now a Dominion matter, and if we
ask the Dominion Govermment to do a

certain thing it will cover the entive
Dominion.  When you go to other

portious of the country, and 1 make special
reference to the city of Ottawa, which I
have been visiting for several years for
the Goold, Shapley & Muir Co., if you go
into the stores of the city of Ottawa fall
after fall yon tind that the honey put upon
the market by loeal men there, is largely
put up in pickle bottles and corked, and
all you have to do is to turn that bottle
upside down to see that it is exceedingly
thin and that there is a large percentage
of water init, aud when the consumer
puts it upon the table the result is
that he i not pleased with the
honey as he should be. Many are not
aware as to what the trouble is with that
honey and the vesult is that that consump-
tion of honey is curtailed by putting such
an article upon the market, and these
men who put their honey upon the market
before it is properly ripened are sihmply
feeding and living upon the good reputa-
tion which the better article has gained
throughout the Dominion.

Another untait element is that the price
of honey is reduced by putting such an
article upon the market; it costs more
and is a greater expense to produce an
article with a heuvy speeifie gravity, Ido
not think that therve arve any two views
upon that question. Now, it appears to
me it ix not so exceedingly diftienlt. When
I tirst brought this question up in the
department of Inland Revenue, Sir Henvy
Joly was there and {he Deputy Minister of
Inland Revenue and Dr. MacFarlane, and
they seemed to think that it was quite
possible to do that, and if we knew yhat
we wanted, they woald be prepared to
pitss an Order in Couneil giving us what
we wished. It would be no expense. We
do not propose going to the expense of
going to the House, it is simply passing
an Order-in-Council giving us the Aet.
L.et us ask tor only a certain per cent-
age of water to be found m honey,
let us put that down upon a safe
basis, let us fix a limit as we find that it is
workable, and, if it is desirable, we can
inerease that percentage and the tendency
will be to educate the hee-keepers in
regard to that fact, and if the consuier
can be tanght to judge honey better in
that respect, and if the producer can also
he better educated in that direction, we
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