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tI ioney, thereby incireasing our hoine
market, is a matter deserving the atten-
tion) of this a1ssociatioln quite as nmehioli as
teacliig those who visli to keep bees how
to are for thel. 'T'le programtîine whieh is
pilaced before you will provide an oppor-
tunity for each one present to contriblite
somîethi-g to our etore of bee knowledge.
I hope that the friends who looked for-
wtrd after last year*'s meeting, ivith tie
e.xpîectation that our meetings iii the
futire would be less turbulent and imtore
harmonious aud useful, vill iot be dis-
aîppoinited. I thank you for the confidenice
placed inI me a year ago in elevating me to
the position I now occuipy, and I trust youl
vill assist me in making thlese meetings
both pleasant anid useful during the few
iours 1 shall reillain in iy present position.
(Applause.)

Mr. R. F. Holtermann-I am sure that
we ha.ive listeneil w% ith pleasuîre t-o the
address of our president; I do not thinîk
tiere is Very much that any of us cau take
exception to, and I would move that the
address of the president he filed, and that
it be iicorporated iii the report of these
proceediugs, after which there are one or
two remarks that I will have to mnake iii
regard to it.

Mr. F. A. Gemnmell-I have muchi pleas-
lire in seeondiig that.

First vice-president, Mr. W. B. Iolines.
put the motion, which m as declared carried
by a rising vote.

Mr. R. F. Holteriman--There was a
questioi whuiich was brotught up at lhe last
nnuali meeting by Dr. Mac Farlanle; of the
)epartmuent of Indtaud Revenue, and that

is in regaird to the percentage of vater to
be found ii houey. I think if I iam a cor-
reet udge of the views of the muembers of
this association and bee-keepers at large
ihat that -was a question of very vital
importance to the bee-keeping indil ustry.
lit travelling about the coantry I find that
there is altogether too imucli hoiey whielh
has beeni taken frot the hive at a tie
%rhen it is not properly ripened and whien
it lias too large a percentage of water.
You remeinber last year a resolhion
ras passed asking the Department of Ii-
lanîd Revenue to pass soie regulation
aftr consulting with the Execitive Coin-
inittee in regard to that, percentage of
water.

Now, we know that if houey is taken
from the hive before it is properly ripened
or before a proper percent-age of mnoisture
has been takeni from it, the nectar whieh
1trM it inito honey las not that tiavor
ilihel is uihasing to the palate aud vhieh
it is absolitely necessary it should have
if we are gniing to (evelop our markets to

the hiigelist possible degree. We are liv-
ing ini a section of eounttry which has
perhaps been edeated to a greater extent
upi>on1 titis subject thai other portions of
the Dominion. You mîust reiemuber tlat
tis is niow a Dominion maitter, and if we
ask the D Polmilion Governient to (10 a
(crtain thinuig it wili cover the entire
Dominion. When yoi go to other
portions of.the coutry, and 1 mnake special
reference to the city of Ottawa, which I
have been visitinlg for several years for
the Goold, Shapley & Mulir ('o., if you go
into the stores of the city of Ottawa fall
after fa11 yonî find that the hîoney put ulpon
the market by local men there, is largely
put up in pickle bottles and corked, and
all yoi have to do is to ttru that bottle
upside downi to see thiat it is exCeedingly
thin and tliat there is a large percentage
of water in it, and w-hen the consumer
puts it upol the table the result is
that lie is not pleased with the
honey as he shoull be. Many are not
aware as to what the trouble is with that
ionley anld t lie resalt is tiat that consmnp-
tion of honey is cuîrtailed by putting sutch
au article apon the market, and tiese
imein who put their honiey upon the market
before it is properly ripened are simtply
feeding and living 11pon the good reputa-
tion wlich tle better article lias gaaied
thronghoiut the Dominion.

Another unfait elemitent is that the price
of lonev is reduced by putting such an
article upon the mautrket; it costs more
and is a greater expense to produce an
article with a heavy specifie gravity. I do
lot thinîk that there are anty two views

uipon that question. Now, it appears to
mle it is iot so exceedingly difficult. Wient
I tirst brought tiis question up in the
departminet of inland Revenue, Sir Heiry
Joly was there and 1lhe Deputy Minister of

luland Revenue and Dr. MacFarlane, and
thev .%emed to thitk that it. w'as quite
possible to do that, and if we kniew 1yhat
we wanted, they waould le prepatred to
pass ait Order in Counîcil giving us what
we wislied. It wtould be no expeise. We
do not propose going to the expense of
going t the House, it is simply passing
ai Order-il-Couitcil giving us the Act.
Let us ask for only a certain per cent-
age of water to be fouind ai loney,
let us put tiat downt uipon a safe
basis, let us fix a limait as we finîd that it is
workalie, and, if it is desirable, we can
increase that percentage and the tendeney
will be to educate the bee-keepers in
regard to that fact, and if the consumer
can be tauglt to judge honey better in
that respect, and if the producer can also
le better eduicated in that direction, we


