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COMMUNICATIONS. the ministry-devolved, being among the family of believ- is,that the eentributions of first Christians cannot be said-
_— ; ers, were in the first instance, supported by distributions to have been altogether voluntary. If. Pagans and.
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from the case of Barnabas, which is recorded in Acis I'V. church, then Ishould say, that they did so from their own’
' 36, 37, it was well understood among the primitive con- good will and pleasure. ~But when one became a conyert’ -
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: : OF CHRINTIANITY. - implied an'oblation of all their worldly goods for the gene- pasitive obligation to render aare of his worldly goads’
— - " |ral benefit of the brethen. “ And Joses, wha by the apos-|for-the cause.of-the Gospel : because simply this act, or-:
: R Easay 4. - » tles was surnamed Barnabas,~which is being interpretcd, the performance of it rather, is a posilive duty enforced:
That the Mosaic Statute with NSPFCQ to tithes, was in{the Son. of Consolation,—a -Levile, and df- the couatry;by the Christian moralily.: 'Hence therefore the terip -%0-.
force among the Jews during gur Savioyrs sojouta on|of Cyprus, having land, sold ix, aad brought the nioney,and lunidry as applied:to the contributjons. of christians, 18
earth, we learn fram various passages, of. thg New, T'esta-{laid it at the apostles’ feet * . . e misapplied. . For nothing.can be veluptary that isioculz,

ment. With the Pharisee, who )ls;l‘qp‘tisgnte'd inone of| No doubt the first believers were led to the adoption ofjcated as p dufy; especially where the performance of that;
our Liord’s patables as having goné up to theé  temple to|the above ineasure by the peculiar circumstancés of their duly.is considered as’a proof nol only.  of consistence of
ptay, it 'wad & matte¥ of sell gratilation thathe gave, {ithes situation. At all évents two Very important ends woyld cohduct but also of sincerity of profﬂ'ssf'on- Tt would'be
of alf his'possessions.” Luke xviil} 12" "Add it is brought|be accomplished by its’ dpératiof. “The "poor- amongst, well if those ‘who 'talk and write Wbout the toluntary prin’
as ah aceusation aguiist tlie hypockites -that ‘they  paid|ihem would at all times be dertain’ 6f obtdining 'a‘regular! ciple of supporting “réligion at ‘the present day, gave &7
tile of mint.and cummin, and ianise,’and qmitted thelsupply of focd, and would' thus becomeindependent of liltie more of their attentioiito this view of the subjectc!
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einpibe. “They imposed thxes upon the inhabitants, and ihe merit of the oblation. ~The oblalion on‘the part 8fthe oy ped ovér'?le,b{'.éize' ora"he’qi’cd‘};‘bil@, 1oand 85,
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unto him, he ¥aith to them; whose'is " this image ‘and'su-|events is true  of those who lived~ at Jerusaleth. BuiTlneAlmlghg dabs” 1ot affitct ‘Kix chiid?it"rﬁ'éﬂ:&
perstription ¥ Thiy 'suy uptt him, Cesar’s, Then saith!when the Apds%lgs wén{’ about' preaching ‘the word, sl to'malke thent his@Pable! " He deals’ mote kitidly with
be arto themy,Rendet theteloré unto Cebdr the things that!had’ pdnétrated into-par(e that were not so highlyfavoar-fye than the most affectfbidte oﬁ"éihm'y‘ pavents At
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remonial’of Moses, . But from the passages Jpst‘_;rqf@.rred,deagqns were at first appointed... ¢ And in those. days, home, cur llea.v'en]y‘ “ather kindly admonishes us ﬂr
to and paydy 'qixoie’d,’ we may easily conclude that al- when the number of t{;e,,disgiples was multiplied, there various ‘methods that'we are but stravgers- ind " pif-"
though the fetter of the statutd had been tn evéry regpect arose ‘& murmuting of the Grecians againdt the Hebraws, ¢rims here below. Are we beginning to-resketiupon::
complied with; yéL the dispositivn’orfeeling which acconi- because’their widows wére' neglected in the'daily mihis= earthly huppiness, are ovt Bearts entu ining themselves
panied the periormarice was not atuall ttmes of fhe right tration” * Now in ordet to"make the supply of sueh daily 'too elosely: around sny earthly object? A n moment
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and legjjimate kind. ‘The self complacency which is ever distributions regular; and as little ‘dependant as possible|

: © oF.4a! ' ; h W 2 ibraee... But ia this sny argument thet aur- heayenly!
place;of that lawliness of; mind ahd contrition of heart,:should .be obsetted.asa high.qnd important duty-in the] ’ _ . Lo
whig‘#abg s¢ ,eg?m,e men clothed with iafirmity and;gin.— Jode afvthevClu'is,tianmo:a}ig'.; T’Accmglingty’,we: find lh.e’F‘“'h" deals severely with ug ? No:! his correetion isi
The Teelings of sipcere devotion which had been anciently Apostles, move -especially S¢... Paul, imprassing, with the strongest proof ef liis lova, In the casa before us,
assuciaced with ah act of religious contribution, were tg- much earpestness, upen the minds of their conyerfs the the words of the Psalmist are literally verified, ¢ Bo- .
tdlly t6st sight of, and their ptace usutped by emotions grbprie}y of “communijcaling,’ with their poorer brethren; hold. thou.hast inade yay daysasit were a.span-long.?* !
and senfiments of & mbré unholy character. Kor this de-|becadse ¢ with such sacrificés God _is well pleased.” Heb. A few short. weeks atd months, ‘mude wp the sum.s
geoerady and aldo fot the general depravity of the nation-[xiii: 6. The practical result of the principle thus mtul-'of her brief -existence. - Of thia little .one - it tnay !
al morals;the Jewish people werk visited withia severe re-|cated, i3 exhibited in the readiness with‘which the C‘d“'lbe *Nﬂ’, aaid,i “that she . came up 'Andxis:éutdqwn-i
tribution in the.deatruction of - their metropolis; and: ‘the|verts of Antioch sent relief 16 their distressed brétbren .o o g0 er.”. The.frest has nipt the tender blogsamm
total overthrow of their kimgdom. : . .. ;v i ,iqat Jerusalem. Then the disciples,: every manliccording d""!) p y f B It‘Nh' tn‘d‘ I Bot b& falls not
About the year 70 of oyr era, Titus,. the son‘of. Viespa-{to his ability. determined to geud relief.unto dbe brethirea And s @"’ a8l lo'she ground ... hut 4 ! ,no‘,)
sian, was appointed tothe cormmand of the %fman;{o;ces, which' dwelt in Judea : which alsp they. did, and sent it o, PWe £ fﬂTheiBaﬂ!?ﬁ‘ﬁ"'m“‘ﬂﬂ"'ln flows a..AndiG?
then in Juded, with & view to quell some rebellion which, the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.’ Acts x,i.29‘.,har dot: forbidden bs toweem: cily aclinnn Y I8
bad been for sothe 'time ‘lbfé@;ediiig'thé.:':ea‘qg"g? Bagl80: il Ty Y hamned e e it e U Bug led-yotr gri¢fbe moderated by reasdd and re~
country. The oppositisfi which he'metwith) wdé of ¢h| Tt is xmnecessary ‘that. I shoilld here ' enlarge upon' the ligior. - ln this. ase yoi biave Bét 4amouzn eyen asl}
a nature:as_to render it necessary forhim to go to th¢ ut-|duty, which led the first convértsof the Golpbl o ¢ontii-lothdrs without ope: Yo have:-every sesson: 4p: ¥ésto
most extremity. <At length bis crushed the energy of his|bute a ghare of their worldly igoeds for ‘the support of the™ . ciecain that' th .who: rave this little ome: inta
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oppouents, besieged thsir city, . took and debtroyed theéir|church. . The pfinciple which it‘involved ifully-éxplain- (0 ooy hag taken it th-bimbelf, .40 :muke. jbdters?-
temple, and left: Jerusalem, the priderand the glory ofied by the:Apastie'in Il Cor. i%. 1151 Tﬂﬂtjﬁ."‘Vf—'ﬁW}fym h R N L e
Mount Zion, & heap of, singking ruing. Since. thatidmaa-{I.John iii. 17. and tends to shew that our chief busmess]“. y-happys: Ebe; TSN ¢ b d’ TN 6T ;
trou$ occurrence, the Hebrew nation hava to this-day,been|in this Jifeshould be,ta ‘ lay up for.ourgelves treasuredin ! | D#?Y”"'»"Q'P; causd 0_1"3:0 t e earest earthly ties
wandefers opthe tace.of the earth, . .« . ., - ‘i, |heaven, where neither moth. nor- rust doth corrupt, and is seyered 7 ° Reﬂeqtrthat.Ghd'knq_ws bést,. at:vbats
Hence therefore it indy be said of tithes and offerings,|whete.thieves do not break through amd:steal.’’, "\ ., |time to seprnateitiie nearest. ponnexions. Do you' weep:?

and Gblations, as well ‘as’ of ‘every other thing connected]. ¥rom {he funds collected through.the contributions, of hecpuse her days hawe been so few!uponieirth ' AL?’

with the'Mosaid dispénsation, tha i old things have'pass-|the believers a share sgems to have been appropriated 0. who ,etn :fell: what 'might. have -been her portiony i€

ed away,and.that all thingsiare become tiew.” For'not a|the suppott of the minjdiry ‘and ‘the _propagation of the/| ... days had been prolonged 2 Though few were '
vestige of thelaw,narwed the people, vemained in their an-|Gospel, St Paul writing to theCorinthians says:—° who: &'g’ézs on e?rth : ghe “51 ehjoy. i ¢ tirnifvev “'h‘:: :
cient habkitations. , The Raman Eagle was avery  wherd|goeth a warfar® at anytime at his own chatges? who plart-) \iness in bieaven " Ab dif we.can be eternally ba o
triumphant ; - encoyraging the growth. ¢f paganism and eth a vineyard and eateth not of the fruit theréof 1 ‘oﬁl ll: ' lawertt th " d~¢ b roally b g?Y:(
idolatry, and extinguishing for 3 season. the pure dight|whofeedeth's flock 'and eateth not of the -milk of the| Wn¥ . taWent that our own days; or the days of thoss :
which s‘xé‘i{e? for the pidéqge, of the nations, .among the{flock?’ .I Cor. ix.:7, 'And as & further yéason why théy/who were near and dear t<o,u§, sre’'cut short ! She is:!
déscendantd of Abrabam, U T T B ishold make contributions for religious , purposes, he re-itaken before her squ! was'stainéd by any actual sin i4

Tia this state of thifigs we canmot suppose’ that the first|fers in’ bis second Epistle fo them, to the support which;and we_ beliate that dll original impurity was washed':
christians, whe, in the opinibn of thejr pdlitical Fulers,|enabled hirn first to come amqngst them,. /I rpbbed otheriatay in-the laker of regeneration, when jou dedicss”
wera:ideatified with the Jewislrnétibnﬁ%eipe}mit}’e‘d to [Churches taking wages of them Lo serve you:, A{)\q «‘?h“-ﬂ‘ted brep in baptism vnto'Geds -~ -« i1 T .
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the lispited natyre-efi sheir worldly possessians, nnd tireiman, for that Wwhichi was lackingtome fﬁg.ﬁ{é e which Ly e oue blessed. Sawiowis bas-said; that *of"
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for confinuing the blessing of Divine worshjp: amongst lchurches; which .ked already baen. formed, ! whilst. they dn mmotheriplate,’ tex0ept'ye ._be ‘couverted and be-"
them. "Phe methods by which they propoded to accomplish |wexe. laboyring in the. formation of others. -This: iy the comd s little;children, :ye 'cavnot ester mto -the:
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these ends may be learned from vations pass“ag_es.nf‘tbe' general p;.ipciplqg; although there may be some exceptions kingddm of Hpaves.” -~ 1 St T ¢
New Testament, where it will be found that, in this: asihitoit. Such is St. Paul’s ¢ working “’l.\.h,;hl&??‘_v’,‘-!’mﬂs." ‘Except we turn: fiom our evil: ways, forseke our'’
all other cases;they shaped their conduct according to the Necessity compelled him to adopt this alternafive ; "and ;¢ and come u6to him . with_the simpkicity, the"’
circumstances in which they were placed. L bhis examyple in this pnrtiéular cannot theyefdre be con‘s,i-?t ’B bleness and innocence of iildeen. 4 g 2, ot
1. The first mention af worldly possessions,that istmade dered'ss & general'precedent. 1t is not the rule, but {h 162COE® SRT8E B FHFOLsICe OF SRIATCR, We Caticl .
after our Lord’s ascension, informs us that «all that e~ |exceptidh to it.: The general principle'is that they, whichibe pertakers of those jojs, which sre reseived if
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lieved were:together, and had all things common ; and|minister sbout holy things,live of the things of the templegiheaven for the ‘l_lg.’htf ousi:. Hereisa lgsmh for-uste’
gold their possessions and goods, and parted them to alljand that they which wait at the Allar,®are partakers w‘ith,fgive vp .ali‘hyp'ocnsy, fraud and deceptien, Herewe
men, as every man had need”—Acts 11.44,45. The A-jtheaitar.’ L Cor.ix. 13.. " ¢ . isre erjoined b -put away from us 'all malice, cor-
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