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the oxtrn labor and tho valuo of fuol
is takon into account, I am quito por-
suaded 1t will not pay to cook for pigs,
and I am not suro that they will, as a
rulo, fatten more rapidly or make
greator woight for tho food consumed.
Mr. Anderson makoes tho statoment
that barloy is a first-class feed for
fattening hogs, This is & point that I
think would bear snmo discussion, and
as 1 havo had vor, little experienco in
feceding barloy, sinco 1donot grow
any, 1 would like to learn which is
tho best way of feeding barley. Of
courso, I tako it that ground barley
is meant, but whother it is bert to
feed it dry, or soaked in water, or
freshly mixed with water or swill, is
what | would like to have settled.

THE MANAGEMENT OF 80WS.

In tho paper written by W. A.
Cowle, Valens, Oant., on *Tho sow
and her litter,” the only statement I
would criticiso is that ‘“the sow, at
farrowing, should be from ten to
twelve months old.” 1 tako it that
the writer did not intend to convey
the impression that this is the best
ago for the best results, My oxpe-
rience teaches mo that older sows
produce strouger litter, and as a rulo
make better nurses, and I think fur-
mers a8 a rule arotoo ready to kill
theold sow and try u younger one.
Aslong as a sow is doing eatisfactory
work 1tis best to keep her at it, for
tho young ones are untried and conse-
quontly uncertain. I am persuaded
that if the sow producesher first litter
at from 15 to 18 months old, she will
with the same treatment grow larger,
and have laid the foundutions of a
stronger constitution,  Certainly 1
think it safe to say they ehould not be
bred to produce at ayounger ago than
12 months,

I have noticed in several of the pa-
pers in our report on the monagument
uf the sow and her litter at weaning
time, it is recommended to wean a
part of the litter first, say thestronger
pigs, and the remainder in a few days
luter. I am not sure that this is tho
best practice, and would invite discus-
sion on this point. I bave never fol-
lowed this rulo, and have no expe
rience of injarious results to the sow
For the comfort and safety of the sow,
1 thiok it is well tolet her return to
the pigs once or twice, say on tho
second and fourth day after separa-
tion, but my idea is that overy pig
has sottled down to one teat, and that
if a part of the litter is removed, the
pigs remaining with the sow will only
suck the teats they have been used
to, and that the sow will continue to
secrele milk in all her teats, possibly
to the injury of thoso which are not
relieved.

In tho essay of Dr. Ormsby, on ** The
sow and how to treat her.” I find
this statement : ** That while it is gene-
rally supposed that a8 sow will farrow
almost on the exact day she isdue I
do not find it so. I find the time
variea much with difforent sows, some
rapning 8s much as ten days over the
cxpected timo.” Now, while I do not
doubt this for 8 moment, I will say
that from my experience [ have found
that as & general rulea sow that has
had the best treatment, that has had
plenty of exercise and access to
the earth or somo substitute to this,
such as ashes, charcoal and roots, will
farrow almost on the exact day she is
due, and when she goes from six to
ten days over time, I have littlo hope
of seeing a strong litter of pigs. I
have koown them togo ten and twolve
days over timo with spring litters,
but almost invanably Lgo igs have

only from a fow minutes to a few
hours, I have nover had a casoofa
fall littor coming moro than four days
lato, and then never in the condition
of holplessnoss that I have deseribed
in tho caso of spriog littors that have
one over timo, and I can only attri-
ute the differenco to tho fact that in
gsummor tho sows have more natural
conditions - that is, abundant oxor-
cise and freo access to mother earth.

HANDLING YOUNG PIGS. -

Mr. C. W, Noville and soveral other
writors adviro, at the time young pigs
are born, taking them awsy from the
sow, placing thom in a box or basket,
and roturning thom at intervals for
nourishment. Now, I think that in
vory cold wenther, orin a building
where tho temperatare is too low for
comfort and safety, and in special
cages where the sow is very restless,
this practice is all right ; but I feel
suro that, as a gooeral ruls, it is eafor
and better whoen tho temperaturo and
surroundings ave all rightto let naturo
have its course, and that tho less med-
dling that is done the better it is for
all concerned. If the sow. has had
proper treatment bofore she is due to
tarrow, having had exercise and such
food as to keop hor bowels regular and
freo, a quict place, comfortably warm,
and scanty litter of somo short mato-
rial, and protection from the sides of
the pen, sho will, in nine cases out of
ten, attend to hor own business better
than any one cau do it for her. OF
course, thero are excoptional cases,
which require exceptional treatment,
and it is w-1l to bo on the lookout and
provide for the managoment of such
cases,

A POINT IN WINTER PEEDING.

Mr Sleightbolm, in his excollent
paper, brings out a point which I
think is worthy of consideration and
of commeondation. In the troastment
of all litters of pigs during the cold
weather of winter, he says: “The
feed should be fed dry, since wot feed
loads the stomach with a cold mass,
which is decidedly injurious.” My
own opinion is, that a great many
pigs are ruined in winter by feeding
large quantities of wot food, that is,
s meal on shorts mixed with cold
water, The pigs overload their sto-
machs with this cold mess, then lic in
their beds and shiver. Nothing can
be more likely to produce indiges-
tion and derangement. I think that
the troughs should bo divided, so that
in cold weather the dry food can bo
fed in ono department and drink given
in the other, so that the pigs can take
it at their ploasure.

WHEN PIGS SIHOUID BE PARROWED.

ir. James Sharp, in his papers,
says: “I look upon it as of very little
account at what season of the year
the pigs are farrowed, it one hasa
warm poen.”” My own opinion is, that
there ave just two seasons at which it
is most profitable to have the pigs
farrowed—that is in early spring and
carly autumn. Pigs born in March or
April can eoon be let out upon the
ground in fine days for oxercise and
tho variety of condiments which ins.
tinet teaches them to look for, for
even & little pig ‘“wants tho earth,”
and may bo fattoned for the late sam-
mor and early fall market, and, if kept
for breeding purposes, will be a good
ago in November and Decomber—tho
boars for service and the sows for
being bred to farrow when a year old.
Fall pigs for best resuits shonld be
born in September and early in Octo

beon weak and flabby, snd have lived

ber, whoen they can have abundsnt

oxorcise on the ground to strongthien
and devolop bone and constitution to
stand tho olose confinoment neces.
sarily incidont to futtening pigs io
wintor. Pigs which are born 1n the
late fall and winter months are liable
to got stunted, oven in very warm
peas, or to §o off their loga largely
from want of exorcise ; and if thoy do
not got stunted, it is reasonablo to
~ay they cannot have tho nocessary
oxoroiso to develop bono and muscle
to tho best degree, which is very
ossontial in the caso of thoso whioh
are to bo kept for breeding purposes.
Septomber and October pigs, again,
are of good age in April and May to
breed for carly fall litters, or to markot
for pork in the early summer months,
when, as a rulo, prices aro higher than
at .1y other soason of the year.

Houssehold-Matters.

If you have not already got it, now
is the timeo to agitate till you get that
dear littlo green patch of recreation
ground for the use of the house-hold.
What-mattor -if there- could bo a fow
bushels of potatoes grown on it, the
loss of that is very small in compa.
rigon with the health of the family.
Cabbages and turnips are useful and
good in their way, but saroly thore is
plenty of room on the furm to spare a
nico bit of -ground near the house for
the beautifal as well as the usefal.

Thero ought to bs, near every house,
flowors to please tho oye, and & good
bit of grass where the ckildren can
have a free romp. and still be under
the eye of the busy mother in the
house, and with whata thaokful heart
sho will join them, with her sewing,
and be able to enjoy the fresh air till
duty calls her in doors to resume with
brightened foclings hor many dutios.

Where land is so plentiful, evory
houso ought to have its play-ground
and tho childreo be encouraged to
play leap-frog or any other gume
rather than sit mopisg on the #teps
as they are o fond of doing.

Cultivato a few flowers when an
occasionnal peop can be got of thom
from the house. They will gladen the
oye and make the work seom lighter,
for the mind looking on tho flowers
will bo apt to ignore for the moment
the meaper, necessary work of the
hands.

Hashing meat.—A hash is a very
delicious diteh if well made. The way
wo have made it for years is very
simplo and good ifthe modo is strictly
carried out.  Cut the meat from the
cold joint in thin slices, lay them on a
dish and slightly pepper and salt the
whole and sprinkle .t wver with floar,
coutinue to cut ap and propare the
rest. in the samo way, and put it away
till wanted.

Smash up the bono and pat on to
boil with an onion, parsloy, celery
and a very littlo of &ny seasonin
liked, cover the whole with watcr, an
boil well to get out the flavour and
redace the stock to the quantity
wanted. Castom will soon show you
how much is wanted but let it be

ood not watery. About 15 minutes
fore dinner timo strain, and after
making the stock hot begin to
put in the meat not too much ats
time keop moving it about, and watch
that it never boils for herein lies the
seoret of making & good or b.d hash
and slso of having it hot. Mako toast
and cut into triangular pieces to gara-
ish tho dish with and also to bs eaten
with the moat.

Meoat that has been lot boil during
the process can onsily be detoeocted, as
tho slices curl up and are ofton hard.
Tho flour sprinkled over tho meat
will mako the thiockening and if caro-
fully done thoso ought to be no lumps.

Browning for hash. — Put into a
frying-pan, o oup of sugar and a small
bit of butter, just mnisten tho sugar,
and stiv about Lill you got it a nice
datk brown, without burning, now
add a little water ata time till you
have about & pint of liguid more or
lags : bottlo ttis and keop for colouring
hashos, or stows.

Pat in as much as will mako the
gravy look a nice palo brown,

Holpful to the Honsewife.—An old
flut file, although an apparently use-
less thing, can be made very helpfal
to tho housewifo by driving it into a
post beside the door and sinking itin a
stake driven into tho ground at right
angles. Tho combination forms an in-
dispensable foo! scraper and Ilabor
saver, which can be made by anybody

INDISPENSABLE FOOT SCRAPRRB

in lwo mioutes, according to the
Farm Jourpal. Iftho ond of the file
projects an inch or two, it will bs
very usoful to scrapo the boot batwesn
the sole and upper. An old broom
sianding beside tho door will complete
the outfit. F. and Home.

Bread Board, —The ton ofa candy
pail, which any grocer will give away,
makes an excollent board to cut bread
on. Haog it up with a ring hoad
screw in tho edge—[E. R.

Domestic.—To Remove Mildew. —
(Reply to I". J. C.)—Take the olothes
when dry and wet thoroughly with
soft soap and salt mixed. fny out to
bleach on tho grass. If any trace of
mildew romains, use the second time,
and the linen will bo as cloar as over.

To disinfoct clothes — About tho
hounge. — Try the hospital recipe for
boiling clothes : To every two pails
of water for boiling add a teaspoonfal
of keroscne, and to the whole boiler a
half-bar of soap, scraped and melted
in hot water. Patin the clothes, and
tote tho timo when the boiling begins,
Lot them boil about seven minutes,
and then remove, prepsring s new
boiler full of water for tho mnext lot of
clothes. Let each lot as it comes out
be put into & tub with fresh warm
waler to goak out the kerosene.

Women should learn that veils:
figured with sprigs or anything but
unobstractive dots are never becomin
and msake tho face undorneath loo
like—well, a8 if the owner was want-
ing in tasto and judgment. ,

N-W. F.

Nursery Notes.—A five cont -~edi-
oine dropper and vaselin. will reaunco

to o minimum the misory of clearing




