-n-a.ll agaﬂn glancimg a.round the room where' ]
fevery'thin,g looked sG-pure:and: clean, ,mth a ‘3 :
f.touch ‘of art.in” the little attempts atiorna-:.
- ;,menfta.tion w'hxch ma.de it. appa.rent that
. ,smnebody there had a keen eye for the bea.u-v :

‘That cleanliness is . next. to godliness, ]
‘his tea.rs, bhe ephemeral tears of youth

. Then surldenly the train st.opped ‘and there S

ouar.ded by Angels.

A TRUE STORY fj-'. j

p (By M S Burke, _in ‘The Independen't.’)

el ‘It is folly to- work herc for sevcmteecn dol-w

Iars a, month when I ca.n get do'uble else-
w-here, said John, m an. apolcg:-tic tone .as

_ il
S 'was also a part of. their un.prebendmg creed

ool but the belief that ‘Pride gosth before a fail,’.
.had usually sternly repressed the love of.

,art in- thelr seot lest it prove a pitfall and

.8 snare

. salary, notwﬂthstandmg the- fact that he had

he strapped his c:a.rpet~baz= ﬁast to a stout‘

.hickory stick

"L know it, my sonﬂ replied tus mobher "
‘But xt is very ‘hard 0. let you go away alonie

. like this; a mere boy, among stra.ngers
v ‘T am twen'ty—ome said he drawing lum-
self up proudly.

‘And at thast age a boy feels older than
his mother, and father both,’ said his father,
slapping his” ﬁne

’ na.turedly on the ‘shoulder.
“om, X know I'mn not Methuselah,’ thn e~
plied with .a la,ugh,; ‘but, then, a boy at
twenty—ome is a man, in  law, and should
- kEnow how to take care ‘of himself, 11 ever he
wﬂl’ S ’

‘I omy wish I were gomg a.long, said. Har—
nson ‘the next younger,-a la.d of twelve

‘Me do, top;’ piped the baby veaching out

-~'her ‘chuby | hands toward herr brother, - as

though rea.dy {o start at omee,

Stalwart son, good-‘

ornaments had a.ll been purchlased out of his

beon hoa.rdmg for months, to get the means

to start out into the wide world to seek his .
.“fortune, ~There was a look of keen regret in -
the boys blue eyes that. shome through  the
'teﬂ,rs, as he took it:all in, dnd then walking

to “the door lea.ding into the _other of ‘the
two lower rooms, viewed the dining-room

“and kitchen cembined ‘the wide, open fire-

place; the embers smouldering beneath the
blackened crane, the dem,l table, as white as
soap and water, aided by sand and Pennsyl-

, vania industry could make it, the window

‘with its snowy sash-curtain drawn aside to
let the sunshine in on- a pot - of .verbena,

bringing the rebellious artistic spirit even
into’ the kitchen; for Jobm had imherited his

“love of the beautiful from his mother, al-

~That’s. right, my.little Florilla,’ said John, -

droppmg ‘his ca.rpet-bag, and catehnng ber

%§finig" arms “to' give her the toss she so dear-

_.ly loved. ' “You~ maght g,o it mother ‘can
spare hier little® gn‘l o
o ‘Mother ammot epa.re ome “of- her brotod’
“8aid the mother, thlh a suspiciosus tremble

B .~mher voice:

“Well, T will nbt ‘be gone ]ong, on]y a year

though her. plain costume of gray stuff, with
three-cornered white kerchief pinned across
her bowm, gave small hint of that fact,

"He was only twenty-one; but he had. a

man’s purpose io conquer fate, a good edu—,

cation, and tempera.te -habits; so his youth-
ful a.lr-oastles were bux,lt on-a somewhat

.pracmca.l plan.

+He had in the ca.rpeh~bag, Just strapped to

-his stout” walking-stick, a change of clean

_linen, made by his mother’s own hands, too,
~govwarranted - ‘not to rip;~ he was - p10v1ded

or two, at most, ‘said -John, with an air of .

. “bravado somewhwt out at the elbows. ‘And
1 shall e all Fight, too; I can’easily foot the
thirty mxles to Pittsburg, with a lift now and
-then from'. tea.msbea‘s on the road and then
I shall take the. cars as far as my mon:ey
‘goées, if nece;sa.ry, for I mean to travel until
I: find. a region w'here the :man:.who ploughs
,brains is.as va.luable as the man who ploughs
the eaa-bh, at least itI J:a.ve to walk all the

‘way.
B think myseu’ tha.t you Wﬂl do bertter

‘:a.mong stramgers, .To'hn said the father; for

itis not alone a want of appreciation of the -
yalus of education that you have to contend.

. with here, but the familiarity. oE old a,cqua.m
tance, too; for “A pmpb.et i§ not without
honor, save in his oW country » you know
C v well, T must e oﬁ! now,’ eard John, put-
 ting ‘paby  down' a:mi lookin.g wistfully

“around the homely a.pamtment that served at

B :once for parlor, hbmry, family sitting-room

- "and the old Tolks’ bed-chamber. Never had
:the lxttlo log houee of four rooms looked .80
‘beautifnl; for Ke was about to leave it, and

C. it was homo This was the ﬁrst pa»rtmg, too,

~

" also, ‘With a substa.ntml lunehecn in.the ca--.
. pacious poeket of his ceat; and his- mother
put'a bl.blG into the pocket ca ‘the other side.”

To ba.lanee it properly, she said, = “And

there 1s one pussage in this book: whioh has .
always ‘seemed very beautifil to me:

shall give his angels chargé concerning thee;

‘and in their hands -shall they bear thes. up, ,
Test at a.ny time. thou dash thy foot against -
" which- proves -very: oonclu.slvely 10.
my mind. that the ange‘s do watch over those

a stone;"

who are commxtted to their care’
‘Well good-bye momol ' sa.xd .Tohn, Wlth

a toll-tale qua.ver in his voice, slingmg the,

stick, with carpet-bav atbachment across his

‘sbouzlders

- ‘Farewell, my son, May the good angels

guard my boy when Mother can’no Ionger )

minister to him! I shall ask it every day of
him,’ she ooncluued cla.epmg her careworn
hands upon her’ breast and raising her teur-

ful eyes heavenward

‘Oh, I'll be all right' never fear, Mo -her
John answered, as he strode ouf of t.he gate,

“waving a last farewell, thecn disappcared

. a.nd this Chrlst:la.n hou.sehold Was a.n affec- -

.t.ionate, umted fa.mnly.

In fact. ‘a large part -

' “of the religion tafight by their - old-fashioned -

“'Church was-love, human love — the kind
. that teaches its disciples- to bea,r .each
‘ ,,oﬁhers burdens, -

Such people never part'

‘ }‘lightly, for parting is a serious t.hing, tha.t}

. ‘might be -forever. S0 as John went frcym

“ome to- the other of that little group he em-

braced and kissed each one, father and bro-

thers, as well' as mother -and sisters, while

. great tears were streaming down his cheéks,
' Heiwas not’ &Shamed of’ those tears elthet,

- and,. in-fact; he-had plenty of oompany, for

:.f.the'y all wept with him.
g ] Will ‘be. a year a.t Iea.st, before I se it

.down the road.
‘I feel just like gomg wilh hlrm,\ smd Har-,

rison.- “It den’t ‘seem fa.xr for him to go off
alone like' bhat whxle we are all ‘lhere to-

‘gether.

‘Ho has the Lord with him, children; dowt
tor-get t.ha.t thouvh I did myself a while ago,’
sald the mobher,

had disappeared for men are wont Lo bzdo
thexr grief.

Alas! it t:heﬁr kn,erw the da.ngers through_‘
whu‘h their loved one would pasg mside ofa.-
'forbmght they “would have’ necded more than

ever aII the courago they could ca.ll up

What a sight tor our count.ry 1ad was the .
' busy depot at Pittsburg,,with the pa.nung -

: But John had an artistic sense
. that would. not be: repressed ‘and.the simple

'A,pomts
-Cox and Samuel Gallowa.y and the keen wit

. UHe”, )
‘stage to Chillicothe.
ast of - his money, save a fow dollars to fur-
‘nish food at Chillicothe, therefore, he took
;’w the road walking along . the tow-path of
t.he camal, and a\owlng over the- ‘river to
» vthe Kenmckv mde, on:a ‘flatboat a‘bte.dhed to
‘a’ rope tha.t stxebched from- shore to . sb.ore
‘he went up to Greenupsburg, a.nd passed the .

But the father .

was.a’ stramge commotion oruLide He anose,. ‘

“and going out on ﬁhe platform was horriﬁed' o

to léarn that; 4 ha.nd-ca:r on’ w'hich six me'n"-'f‘
were riding had. been ran down by 'his train
and five of ‘the men instambly kmed ’

“And he seemed to hear his mother's voice
; mym«g, ‘I -shall ask it every da.y orf him, L

and John thought, ‘I wonder it a.nyone pray- S
ed for them,’

At Delaware, O., lie stopped off to try his R

chances, and finding no vacancy;. decidcd to.
go-on at once; but as mo train was due- for

several hours, he concluded to while away = . ‘

the timeé by a visit to the county fair, then.
in progress; and the many exhibits he’ saw ’
thero gave another, new “experience, while
some of them wers a grea.t trea.t to his art-

loving -nature. -

But here he was again brcxught fa.ce to
fa;oe with death, as standing in the crowd
around a stationary engine, it exploded, kill-
ing eleven persons, while he remained un- ‘}

scathed.
‘May th.e good anrgels guard my boy when

Mort!her can no longer mrlmster unto him,” hs

whispered, with a look of awe upon his face; =

for a. young man abeut his own age was
stncken rxght at his’ side
He pushed on that sa.me ‘evening toward .

vCirclevﬂle, Where he attended a - pohtica.l
- meeting ‘nest da.y—'hhe church meetings at
'home bemg hhe only . kind‘ of ga.therings

known to him, hitherto—and his pulses-be-

~gan to timgle at the wild huzza.s that rent the ‘
“aif, from "each fa.ction iri their turn as their -

favori‘tes ma.de w'haxl: seemed to them good'
It . was a- debafte -between ‘Suniset’

of the former was a trea.t, mdeed to the
country la.d wit,h his sober tra.mmg, h

~Here the rallway ended and he took the .
'I‘h.is consumed the .

e}.a.mma,tmn there with credit but the en-
gagomant was giyen 10 a:nother aspirgmt So
concluding that the towns were scarcely -the
place for so primitive a teacher, Lhe.made up

. his m:lrnd to temper his a.m;bitnon a.nd con-

tent himself with a country school and as
he had heard that an examination was about

to talke place at Wmeelersburg 0., for teach-
ers in the co\mtry schools, he retra.ced his

way as far as Ironton.

- It was now late in the atbernom, but it

he tarried until morning it would, take hi®
last cent to pay for a night's: lodgmg, 50-he
crossed the river again and started over the

" mountain that lay in his route, whistling

to keep his courage up, as he trudged- along.
But how dark and lonaly the way became as

"“the day waned, for the moon was on.the
“and ‘it is that thought

_which gives me ‘courage to let him go at all,
‘Isn’t it so with you,. father? -

other side of the hill, and as the shadows-fell
thicker and blacker, ‘they, seemed to enwrap
him in-a mantle ofidoubt, as well-as of dark-

-ness, and he. felt .a: sudden, overporweﬁmg

dread, of something, he knew not: -what. ‘I
ghall - ask it .every .day . of -him’; the. sweet
words  breathed “through his:heart.-:: ‘She
prayed: for_me to—day, “he-said, | ‘I'am not

 afraid’; and he strode on; his step gmwing
firmer’ ‘and- more assured

“Bat suddmly he' became aware - rtha.t he

wag’ no- lotxger in the’ pa.th Frequent»ob— -




