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ON SEEING WILKIE'S PICTURE OF
=+ ' ¢ JOIN KNOX.”’ '

Would that thy muee had been inspiced to
‘paint ]

Some vy futher, martyr, or a snint—

A themo more fitting such bright tints as
thine ) -

A more profound, more orthodox divino,

More meck disciple of his heavenly wmaster,

‘rhan he who brought his country such
disaster

11a.t)ie rude fanatic of modern ages

Wresting new doctrines from the sacred
pages. . ., |

The ronming wolf that laid Clrist’s vine.

. yargd waste, .

His lock dispersed, his eanctuary defaced. |

Whose erring foot was marked by devasta-
1ion#

|
The Kuoxious -ruffian of the Reformation.” i
EMILY,
Cathulic Telegraph. |
The Kirk of Scotland Not Rloly..
Conrinued,
Protestant. Bat these unchristiian dis-,

positions of revenge, ctuelty, ambiuon, re-
volt, antd such Lhe, which make up tho
aradter of those Reformers you havo’
just destribed, were perhaps peculiar tol
the ledders; whilst the muliitude ghat
followed them couficed themselves to “the
reformation of theic monners and super-
siitions, without sharing in their crimes.
Catholic. Noj; these ciimes were.
common to the leaders and those that fol
lowed thesi.  Duplicity, violence, feroci
ty, #nd fanacism, becamo general in
Scotland, s soon as the Reformation broke
out. The whole nation was impregnated
witl, the same spi.it; and the history of
that awful period does nut present to the
reader a single chaiacier, among these
who left 1he ancient religion, and can res

lighter than the wheat, and ihen.is blown
away, When a strong wind tosses the
waves of the sea, it drives the foamand all
impure matters to the shore. But you
seem to suppose, that those apostates from
the Catholic chureb, cither in Scoiland or
other countrics in Burope, camo afterwards
to a beuer sense of their duties; and that
afier baving begun with the woirks of the
flesh, they shewed forth at lust the fruis
of the 3pirit.  1f this bad boen the case,
it would te much to the credit of the Res
formation ; but unhappily it was quite the
reverse.  They that wore bad alreudy, be.
come worse ; and those that had beun the
worst before, sunk still deeper into the a.
byss of vice.

P. If youcan make gucd that assers
tion, you will cany the point shich you
have undertaken to demonstrate, viz, that
our kirk is vot the holy church of God.
But { want clear and incortesible authors
ities.

C. 1 shall produce such as you cannot
pussibly disallow. I mean the express
tesiimony of the two yreat heads of the
Reformation, Lituher and Calvin; of se-
veral of their own ‘friends, and even of
yovr own divines, who dll, in a bitter-tone
of lamentation comptained that tleir fol-
lowors, instead of being bettered by the
chayge of religion, rather trned worse.
¢ The world,” says Luther, ¢ grows every
day worse and worse. Lt is plain that men
are much more covetous, mualicious, ond
resentful, much more unruly, shameless,
and full of vice, than they wero in the tline
of Popery.”® Formurly, when: we were
“ seduced by the Pope,. men willingly fols

gecx l:lonot;r upon the newl:vll\:]ch ::ci ‘;lm‘ lowed good works ;. bus now all their study
raced. Itis even remarkable, that they . oas i Ives b
. is to got cvery thing to themselves by ex-
who \jere.the warmest in the c.ause.off the actions, pillage, theft, Iying, and usury."}
Ref?rfnauon, and most lmlpen;)us I 1o1es o 1y is a. wonderful thing, and full of scan~
ug it upon f’."‘“'s'},”c"_’ also the persons ,dal, that {rom the time when the pure doc-
whosc’p.'(:lﬂvlgacy, !t'lncvery respcu..‘ “'f's trine was first called 1o light, the world
most scandalous, ey were active in' : dw ”»
should daily grow worse and worsc.
their exertionyas Rt.:fun.ners, 10 proportion Cylvin, the fiest patriarch of the Presby-
as fhc?' wero romlfs in their dutios as terians, bears testimony to the same truth.
Christians ; ;)r:fcsazng that they knew « Of so many thousands, scemingly eager
God, in works denuing him ; abominable, in embracing the gospel, how few have
i e ) v -1 . o e g .
;lltsobca'}:.nt,. u;léo evry good otk repro since amended their lives?  Nay, to what
ate. 2u.1. 16 s ! v part pretend, except
Protestant. 1 allow ‘there prevailed a eso do. the preater part p » cxeep
ﬂ'. ¢ by shaking offthe yoke of superstition, to
i ac nanniers am : . . .
?e’:c;;:rg::;(ﬁ‘ : (\)"el; 2: :n:o::; ;:’eg;:z:,launch oul more freely into every kind o;
frst fte I8 as ) YEY Jasciviousness.”™§  To the testimony off
H [P , 1 as ° o7
furmltl:rs m ‘;'l" r-cou;xlnes ,l(l;u, you Shro"m , the masters, I must join that of their dis-
recollect, what you have told me so often, . “wTl i lo.?
. ciples, 1e grester part of the people,
ihat they had been i} brought up in the ssalys Bucer, + sgem onl'; to b tve embrace
1]
charch ofd!{’onm. . .h “zln L!.u:rc llh.m; tilmy cd the gospel, in order to shuke off the
contracted thuse vicious habits, which they . e s
‘oke 3 aid the obligmion of
retained for sums time, even after they )OR.(' of disciplino, arc . . & i
pad embraced tho Rel i Ludeed ’fnsung and penance, which lay upon them
¢ ace o clorma n. udge . . H
'ld f';:‘ ;.CL fl l' . ormm '-;)lv (ll ;"‘“’ in the time of Popery; and to. ve attheir
s s lus 0' ,rucn(gl;c', c.,m. 'l’ an l;‘ *''pleasure, enjoying: their lusts and lawless
were so slecply.aooled in thewr heeris, that . R . They there
. appetiies without control. ey theres
it is no wonder if they did'not renounce appetnes - >
forc lont a willing ear to the ductiine, that

them immediately upon their converston.
Catholic. - But then what kind.of cun-
version and reformation was theirs? -1s
not the renouncing of sin, espediaslly of
sts of so heinous u nature, ihe fisst siep to-
wards a srye Reformation ! Li.is wue,
your Reformurs, at least many ofihens

were wicked already, when they.cmbrace |-

the Reformution ; and that was, we think,
the very reason why they embrazed i,
When the fan s violemly agitated, the
chaff is krown up to the surface, being

we are justified Ly faith 2love, and nat by
good works, having no-rehish for them '
S Al s lost,”? savs Capilo, a Calvinist
minister-of Stratshurg, *¢all goes to ruins
theie is not one-church. among us, not so
much as gno where there is any discipline.
—Alwighty. Godigives me dight 1o know
. .

* Sermong in-Postill. Bvang. L. adv.

 Sermn. Pom. 26. post. ‘I'nn.

{ In Serm. Conviv.
§ Culv. L. iv, de Scand.

what it is to be apastor; snd the-wrong
wo havo done to the church, by our inju-
dicious rushness, and indiscreet vehes
mence, in rejecting the Pope. For our
people, now accustomed,.and.as it wore
broughy up in licentiousnass, have thrown
off all subordination, as if, by overt «rning
the authority of the popish pastors, we
lad also desiroyed the viitue of the sacra-
meats, and the vigour of the ministry-
They cry out to us, I know enough of tie:
gospel.
lielp to find out Christ? Go and preach
to those who are disposed to liear you.”*
The general assembly of your divines, in
*ho year 1648, about a hundred years after
their first Reformation, at a time, theres
fore, when your kirk, if it had been a good
ree, had sufficient time to- yivld good
fruits, acknowledged that' * Igaorance  of
God, and of his Sen Jesus Chust, prevadl-
ed exceedingly in the land—thst it were
impossible to reckon up all the abomina-
tions that were in the land, and that the
blaspheming of the name of God,. swear-
ing by the creatures, profanation of the
Lotd’s duy, uncleadagss, excess-and siuk)
ing, vanity of apparel,, lying and deceit,
railing and cursing, arbitrary and uncon-
trolled oppression, and grindiag of the faces
of tha poor, were become ordinary and
common sins,™t But is your kirk now in
a mure Quusishing stage than it wasau tha
period wo are spe;_sking of T “It is sur-
prising to think (say vour Diviaes in the’
Associate Synod in 1778) what gross 13«
norance of the meaning and authority of
the truths they profess to believe, prevails
at present among many."} ¢ A general
uubelief of revesled religion (prevalls)
among the higher orders of our countiy-
men, which hath, by a recessary conse-
quence, produced, in vast numbers, an ab-
solute indifference as to what they belicve,
cither concerning truth or duty, any far-
ther than it may comport with their world-
ly views.™| And then, speaking of the
country at large, they Jament it is now,
« through the prevaleace ol infidelity, ig

What occasion have [ for your|

and lost to the 'feolings of human ‘nawre*
1 speak from experience™ You sce
aow what fruits the Reformation has pro-
duced in Scotland and other countrics o
Europe,

P. What then do yon thirk of the
long prayers of our refugmers, their fasts
their frequent quotations of scriplurest
their zoal in reproving sinners, &c. Wero
not these manifest proofs oft their-sanciity
and apostolic spirit ?

C. In men, like our reformére, who
came in their own namr, without a 1aw~
ful missiop from Gad or: his church, I'gony .
sider these exterior damonstrations of zeal”
and piety, as the cleansing of: the:dutside
of the cup, when the isida is left unclean 3
as che sheep’s clothing, which wolves ne-
ver fail to put on, in order to get admit
tance. into tho-sheep-fold ;.and as a form.
uf gedliness, which is always studiously

that they deny the power thereof. 2 Tim
iii. 5. Qur Reformors, you, say, were
most zealous in reproving sinners ? . And

sider their pride, cruelty, lasciviousness,
and other natorious vices,. which.farm the
_characler of thess Reformers, have we
not good reason to apply to them this re..
proof ol vur blessed Sawviour.to.the Phars
isces: Thou Bypocrite, first.cast. out the
beam out of thine own eyz, and. then shals,
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of:
thy brother’s eye. Mat. vii. 5. They fasta-
cd, and made loag euemnoraryd)rayers.
True, and so did the Pharisces. But wese
they saints for that1 Nt every one that
saith to me Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven. Mat. vii. 21,
Mary, Queen of Scots, used to s1y, * She
was moro afraid of a fastof the ministers,
than of an army of soldiers;” becauso
their fasts, were commonly the signal of
some new insurrection against hess. Ye
fast for strife and debate: 1t is noi such a
fast I have chosen. Isa. Iviii. 45, Tley
quoted scripture, no doubt. All heretics
pretend to build their opposite sysiems up-
on the wordof God. They never fight
against{he church, and among themsolves,
but with the bible in their hands, ¢ Iois

noranee, luxury, and veaality, so much

grapes can be gathered.  But ler me add
the opinion of ihe celebrated Erasmus.
“ What an ovangelical generation is this ?
Nothing was ever scea more licentious
and more scoitions.  Noihing is less « vaps
gclical than these pretended evangolies.§

all who, from being a drunkard, has bes
come sober; from being a libertine. has
become chaste. [, 0a the other haud, ean
shew you muany who have become worse
by the change'*®  Those whom 1 once
kaew to kave been chasié, sincere, and
without frawd, 1 fu-ih_d, after they had em-
braced this scct, 1o be licentious in their

o7, passiouale, vain, as spiicful as serpents,
* I2p. ad Farell, among Calviv's Lett,
1 Auacknowvledgment of Sins

despoiled of all religion. and fecling the
want of it."§ Thus far your divines, from |’
whose testimony you may infer that your|

Lirk is not the tree from which figs “"dinuss of the wool, they imay nut fear or
 8us, et the sharpness of tueir tecth. Thus
they readsly fly throngh )} the volumns of

Take noiice cf this evangelical peopic, g
and shew me an individual among lhcm‘

conversation, gamblers, neglectful af pray-|.

a pecuiiar property of false- ¢ teachers;”

says a famous writer. of the fifth-century, .
* 10 wrap thomeelves allover with.sentepes.
es of scripture, as it were with sheep's

flecces 3 that whilst any one feels the soft-

serigture, from Geaesis to. the Revelution,
both privately and in the public, in contvers
sation and writing, at Yable and in ile
stieets.  They seldom biingout uny thifg
cven of their own, but they-endeavour w
express it in scripture phrases.. But so
much the more are they to be dreaded,
and cavtiously read, astihey lie lusking
and concesled under the cover of tlie'di-
ving law.'{* The -devil himself qtinted”
scripture fo lay a snare for our-Saviour:
Tt is written, sand he,—it is wrilten again.

thec hertte, Salan.  Mat.iv. 10,
Tobe Conlinued,,
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*Ad, Frat. Infer..Gérm, ~ s -

§ “The Prosbyterian Reformers oBolished dlt
the fasis-and .days ot abstinencetlat were

] practised in the catholic ehurch; but.upen ex- -

traordinacy emergepc es, procls-m-d a fast,.or

«ja solemn day of humilixtion and prayer, un

{ Warning, p. 52. = I ' Warning, p. 54.
§ Waruing, p. 64. Y Fp L

#f De Regno Chrieti. L. 1. ¢. 4.

Vi 4. '
*¢ Spong. advers. Hutton.

which-they vsed to beg God's pudon for.being
too remies in perSccuting catholcs dnd'othiérs .
who did not nppro e.of their doctdnes- |

1 Vincent Lerin's adinon. ads: Her,

wig

affeated by imposiers, at the 'samo time. - -

50 wera the Pharisces. .Bat.when we con- -

But what did our Saviour answee?  Ged:,

-



