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embrace each other; the vessel begins to move. As she reccdes,
uplifted hands and uplifted hearts attest what all felt. And
none of all that vast multitude felt more, probably, than that
Young man. His name was Philip Embury. His party consisted
of his wife, Mary Sweitzer (remarkable for her personal beauty,
and recently married, at the early age of uixteen, to her nolle
husband), his two brothers and their families, Paul Heck, and
Barbara his wife, and others, Who among the crowd that saw
them leave could have thought that two of the little band were
destined, in the mysterious providence of God, to influence for
good countless myriads, and that their names should live long as
the sun and moon endure ? Yet so it was. The vessel contained
Philip Embury, the first class-Jeader and local-preacher of
Methodism on the American continent, and Barbara Heck, ‘a
mother ip Israel, one of its first members, the gexm from which,
in the good providence of God, has sprung the Methodist Church
of the United States [and Canada]; & Church which has now
uuder its influence about seven millions of the germinant mind
of that new and teeming hemisphere!”
After a weary voyage of many weeks the “destined vessel,

richly freighted,” safely reached New York on the 10th of August,

760. Amid the disappointments of hope deferred, aud the uovel
temptations by which they were surrounded, deprived, tuo, of
the spiritual ministrations with which they had been favoured in
the old home, these humble Irish Pulatines seem to have suuk
into religious apathy and despondeuncy, and, like the exiles ol
Babylos, to have said, “ How can we sing the Lord’s sung in a
strange Jand ?” Embury seems to have lost his zeal, and, con-
stitutionally diffident, to have shrank from the responsibility of
religious leadership. 'While he justly ranks as the founder of
American Methodism, Barbara Heck, as Dr. Stevens well remarks,
may even take precedence of him asits foundress. She nourished,
dur g all this time, her religious life by communion with God

ang with her old German Bible.

¥ive years Jater other Palatines, some of them relatives or old

friends of the Emburys and Hecks, arrived at New York., Few

of these were Wesleyans, and some made no profession of religion

whatever. In the renewal of social intercourse between the old

and new arrivals a game of cards was introduced. Thereisrzo
gvidence that uny of the Wesleyans took part in this worldl

amusement., But Barbara Heck felt that the time had come t
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