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at $5, and San Francisco'Teîwplars beg-
ged iliat it rnight be returnied and a
a substitute be provided. ''le Dien-
ver druin corps were opportuned to at-
tend receptions as a drawing card, and
iii every case had to pay ilhere own wvay,
while others profited bjy rheir presence.
-J•tsozic Conste//la/ion.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

In the August number of Shzibibo/eil
Bro. Frederic Speed, of Vickshurg-a
rnost leartied and eutidite Masonic
scholar, a Pasr Grand of ail the Nfa-
sonie bodies of Mississippi -rondernints
without niuch reserve tlie foreign cor-
respodence of the varions Masonic
bodic-s of the United States. He re-
gards the bulk of the literature and re.
ports as, exiravagant and valueless for
Masonic purposes, and would save un-
used the wvhite paper on which the re-
ports are printed. WVorshipful brother
Speed is not the first criîic of this re-
cognized accompanirnent of the proceed-
ings of Grand Jurisdictions, but lie is
undoubtedly the most caust-ie critic who
lias fuilminated againtst these reports for
many years.

Lt is wveIl known to the Craft at large,
at home and abroad, that some of the
ablest Masonie students and writers iii
the Unîited States are and have l>een
authors of the fraternial correspon-
dence of Grand Lodges, for it is in
the lodge that the best field for Mal-,son-
ic work exists. We recaîl Richard
Vaux, of Pennsylvania, %vith grati-
tude for bis work of other years, and
we recognize the nierit and studious ab-
ility of Josiabi H. Drunrnond of Mainie.
These are types -)f a large class of
l)rethren, tFe lih of whose profound
Masonic knoweldge is not hid under a
hushel. WVe know we have a thinker
of ability in Califorria iii the person of
our charrning Bro. Williami A. Davies,
who hirnselfhlas as grandly honored, and
who hias been as graciously hionored
by ail of the Grand bodics of this State
as has Bro. Speed by the Masons of
Mississippi.

As if self-conscious of the severiîy

of his c!iticisti, Bro Speed teinipers his.
article with this generous tribute to the
foreign reports a pa ragraphl icli esta b-
lislhes, in his best judgnient, the value
of this mode of communication be-
twveen the Grand bodies

1It go>es wvithout saying that sonie
of tliese rep)orts are of great value, and
it is certain that they have iiolded Ma-
sonic opinion and lten the metans of
setilitng inany questions of vital import-
ance to the Craft, and if it were pos-
sibile to correlate the wvork of the cor-
respondents and brinig it into reasoii-
able compass it would form an invalu-
able contribution t'o the literature of
Fretemasoniry, but bread and butter arc
too dear and life is tuo short for anyone
to take the lime wo hunit oui the wheat.
froni the chaff-and ttiis applius eveii
to the current productions of the guild
of correspondents."

Lt rnay lie tiniely to urge tuie elimîina-
tion of the " rntïtual admiration" feature
which lias crept iii and whiclî lias l>e-
corne a Nvearisomîe adjunct Io numier-
ous foreign comîpilations ,but, iii geiî-
eral, the suning up inl regular annu-
al reports, to lie hound wiîlî Grand pro-
ceediiîgg, of the doings of the Masons
of the world, preserves the essentials in
conveiîienîî fori for the information of
breffhre,î who mnay, eveii if tlîey do not
generally, read such reports. Nor
should we wholly condemn these pub-
lications, eveiî if ninety and iîine gnive
tlieni passing notice, for the hundredtlî
niay inîl>ide knowledge wliich in his
own good wvay on occasion is sure Io be
iiiîîparted to "less iiîformied brethren."
A leader anîong Masons is nc>t neces-
sarily the onie wlîo while occupyiiîg of-
ficiaI station iay bc~ letter perfect in
tbe rituai. Rather is it lie who froiii a
course of study and research is able to
inforni and instruct his brethren frori
tirne to tinie on Masonic: sul'jects and
propositions of present as weli as past
interest and historic value.

Aside froni the routine of proceed-
ings of Grand bodies, there is nîucb
tlîat îîîay l)e publislîed wliich is of .n
eial intcrest t0 ail Masons of ail juris-
dictions. As the Masonic press is in.


