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ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY IN AMERIOA. - es)

1782, when (Chief :Justica) William
Allen was the Grend Mastor, with
Benjamin Franklin as one of the
Wazardens, and, in 1784, the latter
bscame Grand Master. I om of the
same opinion as Bro. Gould with
respect to this Body. Clearly it was
an independent organization, formed
possibly after the menner or example

-of the old Lodge et York, which

‘besameo & Grand Liodge in 1725, the
“‘Grand Lodge of Junster” (Ireland),
which was in working order a few
years before the present Grand Liodge
at Dublin, of 1729-30, and following
the premier Grand Lodge cf 1717,
started in London, Englend. Each

-end all had equal rights to follow out

their own wishes ab the period in
quoection, and we krow that the

-eexliest, or sepjor Grand Lodge was

in the habit, for years afterwards, of
granting Warrants to Old Lodges, so
23 to make them what they termed
“reqular” Bodies, thus acknowledging
their legitimate Masonic status as Lodges
previously, whilst geparate and dis-
tinet organizations. This Grand
Lodge at Pennsylvania, as the letters
existing of 1734 prove, was looked up-
on by its promoters as the peer of all
others of the kind, or of any other kind,
in America, second only fo the Grand
Master and Grend Lodge of all
Anmerica, by authority of England, if
any suoh existed, That it worked a
“Freomasonry” that was common to
the other Bodies in America and Eng-
land is proved by the appointment of
Frenklin 23 Provincis! Grand Master
of Pennsylvanie in 1749 by Oznard,
88 Provinciel Grand Measter of
Ameries, and in the following year of
Allen 28 Provineial Grand Master of
Pennsylvania by Lord Byron, Grand
Mester of England. The former then
became merged in ihe latter, and the
Philedelphia Brethren were directly
recognized in England,

4, The first Provinaiel Grand
Mastor cppointed for sny part of
America by the premier Grand Liodgo
of England was by Deputatien dated
-June bth, 1780, end issued to Daniel

Cox [Coxe] for “New York, New
Jerssy and Pennsylvania,” co that tho
threo Pravinces (or States) named
oan claim the honor of precedence in
Masonie *“regularity” as respects
Ameriqe, so far a8 the name or titlo
goes, Wkeat Cox did by virtue of his
Patent we know not. The colebrated
“Bell Latter” hes beon oited in proof
that he granted a Warrant for 2
Lodge ip Philadelphis, but if he did
(which is not proved), it could not, in
my opinion, have been the one re-
ferred to at length under No. 2 of
this article, and for the time being,
ab least, I think the “Bell Letter”
may as woll be left out of the guestion,
unless, a3 Bro. Meyer suggests, it iz
corroborated by other evidence. At
present, the origin of s Lodge at New
York known as “No. 1,” is not ac-
courted for, and others may be men.
tioned that as yet cannot be satisfac-
torily explained. Some may huve
been Cox’s, or may not, and there we
must leave the metter. Possibly
there may be ‘‘time-immemoriel” ox-
ganizations as ot Philadelphia,—of
conjecture there is no lack, bhut of
evidence thera is nona.

5. The earliest Liodge thet was
worranfed by a Provincial Grand
Master, for any part of America, and
which was subsequently acknowledged and
placed on the Register of the Grand
Lodge of England, was No. 126, ot
Boaton, in 1788, g0 that to Massa-
chusetts is due the honor of having the
premier warranted Lodge for any part
of Awmerica (being also still in exist-
ence), by suthority of the second
Provingial Grand Master in America,
sppointed by the Grand Master of
Englend. Nolodgeof the “Moderns™
ever appears on the Englich Register,
kailing from Pennsylvania, which is o
singuler fact, and proves that if Cox
did warrant any, he did not send eny
reporis to headquezters, Even when
Allen, Fronklin & Company were 26-
knowledged by Englard, their Lodge
or Lodges deo neol appsar on ths
Registor.

In conolasion, I desive o siato



