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the Uuited States and different parts af Europe. A man named William Morgansuddenly disappeard, and the Masoni f rnity were chargedwith bis murder. Theyvery United bY the spirit, as it might be called, of the anti-Masonic prince of darkness.Every Mason las called a murderer. Anti-Masonic meetings were held in differentplaces, and polifica parties arse whose battle cry was " Down with Masonry." Thecontest was for hinsi or death, and the odds stood on the side of the frightful decreeagatnst theasonry. But in spite of anl the efforts of the anti-Masonry party, Freemasonryweathered the storm, and as ived and triumped. Christiansty, the best religion thatoas ever devised, bas had t pass through fiery trials. When the Divine Son wentforth to preclaim His heavenly message men sent up one universal hiss to Heaven.Instead of receiving His message they naled Hm to a cross, and left Him to languishaway ris liye. The Apostles ere treated as if they vere enemies to God and man ;but tiey truly were the best i philanthropists. The question naturally arises, Whydid mankind persecute institutions that vere intended to do good ? The answer is,st is through the agency ra superstition and bigotry. Bigots desire to prevent discus-spon; they ish to sanug reason by the neck and torture common sense. Mankind isprbne ta fn into superstition froti lack of nowledge. Superstition leads people tobelieve in phenomena which are nothing more than mistakes of the senses, which mayresumt yrom varitus causes. Superstuous people are weak and squeamish ; they flyinto hysterics at the yenst cause for bein g alarmed. Let a Masonic Lodge be openedin their vicini y and they are frightened vut of all knowledge. Many people blamethe tbole Order for the vIl deedsci individual members. This is not fair. Nor is itfair ta condemn the whole Society because one or two of its membera m.y have doncvhat is contrary ta la. Is the white throne on which the Almighty sits less purebecause a rebel angel aimed ta sit upn it ? Ate the Apostles less righteous becausesmeontheircnerts vent bacsinta the mazes of irreligian ? Certainlynot. Neitherrgt asonry be blamed because a fe of its members have donc that which is notrigwt. Saie people are easily duped upon almost any subject. They are selfish, andnarrsw minded, and cOntracted in their views. Such are the people who would per-secute the Masonic Ortder in any manner that they are able. But M-lasonry, like theiant oak, struck its roots deep into the soil, and could not be destroyed. Thus it hastriuphed, and it stil continues ta do so. New Masonic halls are being reared indifferent parts o an country and in the name of the grent Jehovah solemnly conse-crated ta Masnry, and dedicated ta fle promotion of " truth, friendship,and charity."
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ALDERT G. MacKEY, M%. D.N the inancy i nations, men accepted myths which, as culture and civilizationadvaned, ec displaced by the theories ai science. Thus, the fables of the sun andthe sky and the dwn in the d Aryan Smythology have received, in modern times,their truc astrnomical Sai ave o, too, in the individual life, the nursery talesfih, oce o bsochilhd, have, n maturer age, lost all their influence, and ourfaiti, once s absolute in their trtth, has been uprooted by the teachings of a highereducation.

Something of this kind will be found in the l.gendary bîstory ai Frecmasonry. Notall the legends of its carly period have been preserved ta the present day, ando thosewhich have been, the interpretation is very different trom that nhich as originallyaccepted as their truc meaning.
Hence it comes tcat thcre are two classes of Masonic legends-the one class which

is at this day current and %which canstitutcs a part ai the* rizual in sanie anc ai thevarious steps of initiation. Such are the lcgends can ncted ith the temple of jerusa-leni, vith King Solomon and his two collegues, and with the second temple and thediscovery of the lost word. These comprise, in their mode interpretation, the nostimportant symbols of the Order.
The second class comprchends a large nmber of legends, invented for the Mostpart, before the dissverancc ai the operative from the speculativeclement of Masonrv.Whcter thcsc ever hind any symbolic meaning, or whether they were, for the mostpart, distortions i history, wc arc not fliavs abe to deterrniane. They are, however,n longer found in the i ritual ai inieiation, espt-cially in that of the symbolicgrats, rd hame been discrd by the advanced Masonry of the present day, just asin mature age e dismiss the nursery tales o our childhood. But they are not alto-Sethcr ta be rcpudiated, because they canstitute a part of the intellectual hiztory of

S>peculative Mlasonry, and demanstrate theproagrcssaîut!sgradual growth ironi unnican-ng legend ta significant symbolisi. I propose, thereorc, ta discu s soie f the nmostimportant in the present cssay. To the Mason heho derives bis knowedge ao the
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