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DULL: PHOPLE ACAIN.

" The crediting of dullness with abili-
ties of which it s Lhe only eévidence, I8
a very favourite exerciso -t discernment
among people who know that it is wise
not to be misied by superliclal clrecum-
stunces. Thus, if, of “twao schoolboy
brothers, one i8 a vivacjous lad who
tikes his studies, learns quickly, and al-
ways brings bis lesscn perfeet, and the
other learns with toijl and distaste only
because he must, and as often as not
prefers the dunce’s place or the risk of
reprimand or & floggiug, dAs 1lhe case
may be, to the tedious effort, there will
always be sorwe of the more covertly
sagacious of their kinsfolk {0 shake
their heads over the facile progress of
the clever lad, aud to predict the suc-
cess of the future of the dull boy, on
the ground that he is a dull boy.
The fable of the hare and the tortoise
has a wise moral, but that moral, wel
weighed, is 2 warning to hares not to
§° to sleep ingtead of running, rather
than according to the jnterpretation
frequently fitted to it—a disapprola-
tion of the natural speed of the hare as
cowpared with the sober making haste
which an anxious tortoise can achieve,
and still less as compared with the pace
o! & tortoise indlsposed to racing at
all. It is probable, to say the least ot
it, that a hars who did not go to sleep
would be at the winning-post before
the staidest of tortoised; and ope inay
venture to doubt whether diligent dull-
ness can match diligent aptness. But a
great many Mentors and guardians of
youth are posseSsed of the idea that
all hares must, by the nature of them,
take naps, and -all tortoises be some-
how or other plodding on; and with
similar confusion of infercnce they have
a reverence for dullness in {lself as far
safer-and solinder than aptness. Many
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bright ¢hildren, tond of thelr books and
using thejr young abjljties to all ad-
vuntage, are unwisely discouraged by
admonitions that what they acquire
must be supetficial, aud soon to be for-
gotten, becauss they are able to acquire
it 80 ensily. With agsuranees that their
dull comradeg will i2 later grown-up
daye be solidly their supeflors. The
old hare and tortoise story, thus ap-
plied dashes the energy of me.oy a hare
for the one tortoise'that it spurs on.

But the respeét for Jullnéss as a sign
ot sovad capacity is not extended to
the cipening intellect only. ‘A discreet
amount of dulness will pass off any
sane man for the possessor of great
practical judgment: and it his face be
of the ghape that smiles, he will be un-
derstood to be a shrewd and cay'tious
obgerver, and he can have a reputation
tor deep success in any department ot
learnirg art, science, or connoisseurship
to which Lis taste may lead him; or
he may wear the character of a general
philosopher with thoughts that lle too
deep for words.

Dullpess i8 not so good a certificate
for o woman's intelligence—it 18 under-
atood that speaking to the point by
guess-vork. with a promptness in an-
swering questions rightly on wrong
is the particular merit of a
and the soundness

grounds
woman's mind:
which dullness infers 15 incompntible
with this more cothereal quality—but
the dull woninn is oretty sure “to be
held to have a great deal more in her
than sh: shows; and the brilliant wo-
man wi.l as surely Be accused of not
being nearfs so clever ag ghe seems.

The dvll man. like the poet in this
respeet, v born. not made: yet just as
by the initatlon of good models and
much taking pains, many versitier
has arrived at all the honours of the
noes. a caretl disciple might emulate
the @nll and secure their nrivileges.

Few arts ronld he more condusive to
the enjoyment of their possessor than
the nct of dullness : n «t to have ¥ is to
fie lidble to-be “bored ahd tatigued by
Adull peuple wherever you go 3 he simplv
dull youraelf. anil yon-are master of the
witty and the wise wherever you {ind
them, to make your diverdion.
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: H Word in Season.’
To the Editor of the # Antidote.” -

Sir,~Many o! your readers, myselt in-
cluded, feared for some weeks during
tbe early winter that the spicy lttle
“ Antidote ” was falling away. Imust
now, Mr. Editor, congratulate you that
our fears were ungrovnded. The ‘¢ Anti-
dote ” has becowme One of the brightest.
pépers of the kind on cither 3ido of the
Atlantic. Let anybody compare it with
“Lie” or * Pick-me-up,” end I dontt
think it need fear for the result. The
original matter 8 good, the selections
are admirable, while the engravings,
with a few cxceptious, here and theve,
will hold their own wfik the best.
Montreal may well be proud of the ap-
parent succéss tu establish a paper of
the kind here—when £0 many have {nll-
cn by the way. 'The man or woman,
the young neople bf society, who can-
not find amusement in the columns of
the “ Antidote,” must be lacking "what
Tom Hood the elder called a * funny-
bLone.” Not leasv is the * Antidote
deserving of praise that it is not thrust
into our facés in the strects and public
places, and bawled at us ’till we suf-
ter ap3 are likely to lcse our gaod
will towards waifs and gaming. With
best wishes from mysélf and three
young lady friénds who prompt me ‘to
write this letter, ° :

I am, Mr. Editor,

Applaudingly yours,
‘VALENTINA.
Sherbrooke strect, Montreal,
14 February, 1893.

P. 8.—~Don’t forget to give us a couple
of those nice short stories every tveek.
Two of them are worth more than the
dollar it costs n year.-—V.

(The foregoing' was unfortuynately re-
ceived too late for insertioptlast week,
—probably delaged on the wway. The
editor sincere]y thanks his apptecinting
voung lady renders for the compliment,
and hopes always to merit tii€ too high
praise bestdwed ilpon his efforte.
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For months he had tried to coax
The papers fo print his foax,
But' 'twas all in vala;
So bis mammoth brain
I alcohol now ‘he soax. R

———

A good many ill-natured remarks ars.
being made about hoops, but wheii they- -
come the doors will bo opened wider to
receive them than for any fashion {or
years. .
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