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nor for that'matter the lritish farnier either. Th.
liritish fiarmii for scars lias had to hear a renit out of
all proportion to its. e.arniuug value. That rent was
fixed in days gole by when the classes enjoyed
what seemied to bc a prescriptive righut to live upoi
the suasses. Foreign grain was excluded fron the
couintry by prohibitory duties that the price of
hoimie grown grain niglut be kuept unduly high; and
what the farm seneud to carin hy its sale of wheat
.t ai> m1flated price went to the landlord as good
lat renit. Thle fait un the capital value of Figlslh
lari liands is only the tuattural settling of the water
to its true level wlhen the artificial dan> lias beci
uaken awav

United States Department of Agriculture.

lue activity of the Uited States i)epartient
i .\griculture, under the presidency of Mr. Secre-

t.ryV Whilon, is extraordimary. We revert to it
.îgain and againî, as we do, îlot so mitucl as matter
of necwS (though even mIn that respect we should
thnk ut extreim>ely nteresting to our readers) as to
point to it as aun object lesson-both to incite Our
own departients of agriculture to continue anîy
siular liutes of poirey which they m-ay have adopt-
cd for the promotion of agricultural trade and in-
drastry, and to encourage our people to he geier-
(bus and hearty un their support of their govern-
ments whenever they are setn to be earunestly try-
ig to follow out suchli hes. For we may as welh

oupeu Our eyes to the fact ah once ; the business of
the world is gettmîg to lue more and more an affair
of governmiuents : and competition in the future
will not be so much betweei imdividuals as be-
tween nations. That unation or state which is
nost enterprisiig mii securnng Ior its people the best
possible facilities for a thoroug industrial educa.
tion, the best means for the safe and chealp
tratnsportation of its products, and the best advan-
tages for the sale of uts products un profitible niar-
kets, will forge aiead, and leave its competitors far
bcin- d.

be r. n Vilson e .presses himself as pretty well

pleased with the resuits of his efforts to introduce
.\erican butter into the Englisli market. l>ref
vious to the begmuunng of his efforts tue sale i
.\ierican butter to Eigland anounîted to only
one lier ce t. of 1.gla id's total import. ' t'lie mi-
portation thi year, however, froni te Unîited

rittes wull be nuch leavuer tlîau ever Iuelarý. Mr.
Wulson bas liat ta coltcnd with the very poor re-
>utation whiclh Amerivan butter had acquired for

itself in England ; but lie lias partially overcome
this difficulty, and be says that lue will overconue it
wholly : for he imtends to keep on shipping fie
butter ta Euîglaid until tue Euuglisi people arc
thoroughly satisfied tlat Amerucan creamery but.
ter is as good butter as can he obtained anywhere.
As soon as lie gets the way opened up for Amer
ican buttes, hie intends to take up the introductiuo
ito the English market of American cieese. And
anu> as lie lias made the British people familiar
with Anierican cheese and butter, he proposes Ito
get then imto the markets of continental Europe.'
Wlien this is donc, hie says, his next step will be t
make use of the Mississippi and the Gulf routi
to get a/i perishable food products, not only but
ter and cheese, but meats, iruits, vegetables, etc.
as well, into Europe by means of cold storage.

l'lue ahove is a big programme, ut ve .avi
lttle doubt that Mr. Wilson will carry it out. Hi
objects are wholly in harmony with modern politi
cal econony. 'lie good sense of the people o
today demadtis that governmeits shail prove thei
selves useftil.

British versus Canadian Agriculture.

Tie Blritish farmer is un a bad way ; and thoug
le bas had a Royal Commission to nvestigate th
causes of his distress, hie is stuit far from conifortec
The trouble is that he will persist in following
fine of agriculture in which he is now and ever sha
bhe hopelessly beaten. Like many a Canadia
farner, lue thinks that lits mimiustay is wheat, ai
his spirits are accustoined to rise and fail as th
wlueat price noves up or down. But inasmuch a

on the wholethlewheat priceisruling lower anîd lower
yeai hy year. lie has beconie utterly discouraged.
The trutlh is that so muîuclh is lie out of the race in
the growing of whcat that his own crops scarcely
affect wleat prices at ail ; and as lkely as not le
finds prices lowest when his crop are shortest.
And yet the very best market iii the world for the
tIings lie can raise profitably (as compared with
othIer farmîîers) lues at bis very door. Britaiin i
ports $200,ooo,ooo of milk, butter, clieese, creamu,
fruit, poultry, eggs, and vegetables, and yet the
British farmer produces only the snallest fraction
of these products. So far away is lhe from heng
an important factor im the supply of these comn-
modities to lis own markets, that to produce onuly
ten per cent. of the cluantity of these conmuodines
which is anually imported into Britain fronit
other cotintries, would mîuean ant entire change lin
bis systei of farmi management. Why lie does
not thus take advantage of his own unequalled
!some market for spectalized products seems to us
Canadians wholly nexplicable. It certainly is
a little ainusing ta read that the Brtish farmer
should need to be given such advice as this:

In the multiplication of' tagricîstural colleges, of dairy
nclools, creanicties, mne fictories, in the l ralr marketing

of perishl.ble goods, in the improvemient of live stock, and
1,y seeing that every grain of seed of every varicty, every
plant of every kind, every .nimal of every species, is of thle
besi possible type for propagation and reproduction, lie,
the hope ai the Biritishu armer. "

.And yet this is the advice which even to day
lias to be given hin by the allest and wisest coun-
sellors. Vhat seeis strange to us is that the
necessity of this advice lias not buee generally re-
cognized long since! for the principles of actiuon
laid down in it have been the cumon-places
of action in the work of bettering the condition
of the Canadian farmer for years.

An Irish Department of Agriculture.

'Vic Irish Ilomeskai. and other popular orgaos
%si Ireland are advocating the estaolishment of an
Ilrish Departnent of Agriculture." 1hey are

constantly pointimg to what Canada has achieved
by means of its Proiuncial and Dominon Govern-
ment agricultural bureaus. The competition
wich Irish farmers are meeting fuoni Cana-
dian farmers in the London market and othuerlarge
markets of England is arousing them to a seunse of
their own lack of public and national encourage-
ment. The efforts recently made by the Govern-
ment of Canada to provide cold storage transpor-
tation across the Atlantic have been especially
efficacious in inciting thuem to ask for a depart-
ment of agriculture of their own. Trhe Homestead
hias this to say of Canîadian enterprise, and its
bearing on Irish agriculture :

Canada's appearance in the field within the past four
years is directly and entirely due go the acti- of tie
Dominion Ministry of .Agriculture. We showed this sev-
eral weeki ago. The information which we published then
ab to the latest move of the Canadian Iepartment of Agi.
culture (the cold storage projecti proved the fact most for.
cibly. Without such machinery in modlern limes Irish in.
dustry is as a sailing ship racing with a steamer. .\s the

e loss which our own cuuntry suffers, and the corresponding

gain of the foreigner, is going on increaing aIl the time
such a department of government for Ireland is not only
great nced but an urgent one. Vhat are ail those state
subsidired and state.ecluipped refrigerating sicamers, comini
over ran Canada for, but to taie money from the pockets o
the Irish farmer--to shove his produce down lower and lowe
in the market ? While we wait, undefended, our positio
is being captured (rom us by these arrior-plated, quick
firing conpetitors with ail their modern equipment. Thei
trade with the British merket 1-s increasin month by month
and increasng by leaps and bounds. Canada's export a
butter to Great Britain. as we mentioned above, has quad
tupled in four years. Ali this progress is at the expense c
Irush .griculture. As the value of the Canadian sales goe
up the value of the Irish sales goes down. As we put it las

hu week, every additional pound of foreign butter or bacon o
e other kindred produce s 1 in the British narket nians

paund ai Irish produce displaced. If this jiracess goes a
unchecked for five or six years longer reland will lb

a queezecl out of the market altogeiher, and il will be almoi
impossible for her to recover the lost ground. To help t

n cck il wc want a Dep rtinent of Agriculture anl Industr
of the mosi approved type, bitce those of our go.ahear, c'
operative competitors abroad, and we want it without dII

- lay. While there may bie other measures of reform for Irq
s land which can wait, this is one which cannot.

Jerseys at Home.

NIr. Plumb, of 'he Indiana Experimentiît Stationu,
has belen visiting tise Island of jersey, seeing the
far fiamned Jerse) cattlie in their native home lin
an interesting letter to a recent nunber of The
ferser Bu//ein lhe bas been giving an aceounut of
his visit and of his impressions. In the island
altogether there are 9,ooo cows and i 2,ooo heifers,
hulls, and steers, a total Of 21,000. The popu
l.tion ntunbers about (o,ooo. 'lhe herds are smuall
and distributed generally over the island. Mr.
llumbit thinks that about six animais to a herd is
the average size. The farms are very small. The
land ii cultivated like a garden. A few acres con-
stitute a fami. Potatoes are the principal crop,
aimost the sole e.xport crop. 'h'lie potatoes are
sent to London. hey are planted in Fehruary
and in three months are harvested, and then the
land is fitted for some other crop

Ir. Plumb thinks the native Jersey superior in
constitution and udder formation to the average
Anerican Jersey. Thin, narrow chests are de-
cidedly the exception, while the fore udde is cer-
tainly better developed than in America. le says
that on the island one does not sec so mny
"refined " looking animais as will be found mn the
States. 'ite native stock is certainly more robust
in appearance at any rate than the Jerseys we see
on this continent. The reason for this ii that on
the island the cattle pasture out ail the year long.

White spots are very comnion, some cows being
marked very strikingly. This is not considered an
objection. White noses and tongues are found
even in the best animals. One cow, the daughter
of the first prize aged cow at the Manchester
" Royal " this year, had a "red nose." This affects
her value for sale; yet her ownerrefused$425 forler,
and holds her at $500. The English and Amierican
fanciers demand solid colors, black tongue and
switch, etc.; but the island breeders think this is a
cr.e and that pindering to it bas been detri-
mental to the physical developnent of the stock.
Fancy points are more disregarded on the islan I
thian ever before.

l'he buils used are mnanly one and two year old
bulls. Mr. Plumb saw no bul over three years
old. 'lhe heifers are bred so as to drop their
first cales at about two years old. 'Tie calves
are taken fromn their dams at once after birth and
are fed on new milk for a week or so. Tien they
are changed gradually to skim.nmilk, and this is
used as their staple growing food.

Grain is scarcely ever fed. Pasture is relied
upon mainly, and then hay and roots. A wide
variety of roots is seen, but mangolds are mosuly
used. Paisnips however are very popular, and the
islanders esteenm their nutrutive properties very
uighly.

Sheep Raising in Ohio and Canada.

Secretary Wilson, i a recent speech at the Ohio
State Fair. strongly advised the Ohio sheep hus-
bandmen Io e sure to raise sheep that were good
for muttton as well as for wool. \VhiIe tue fleece
of a fine-wooled .sheep sold more per pound than
the fleece of a good mutton-producing sheep

, the total value of the fleece of the one
differed little froni the total value o tue
fleece of the other, while the difference in the

f value of the muton \>roduced was very con-
siderable. He also strongly advised the keeping
o sheep that mature early and thle preparation of

r a portion of the yearly production of lambs for
market before they were a year old. lie asserted

f that the conditions for raisung good mutton she':p
were as favorable in Ohuio as in any part of the

s world. This advice of Secretary Wilson is riglit
t to the point, and fits the case of the Canadiani
r sheep.raiserquite as well as that of the Ohio sheep-
n raiser. And it is some satisfaction to know that
e the conditions for growing good mutton sheep im
t eastern> Canada are just as favorable as they are im

Ohio.y
The Hog Cholera as a Scnoolmaster.

'-he dreadful epidemiuc of cholera whiclh the
swine industry of the Middle States tias experi-


