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Our portion of Lord Salisbury’s recent speech 1s of
special interest to colonies. e dedlares himself in favor
of Imperial Federation, which he saysis in accordance with
Conservative traditions, and one of the most IMportant ques-
tions of the future  He was forced to adan, however, that
his plans in regard to the matter had not yet taken tangible
shape. This admission, in regard to a matter which has been
so long and so much discussed, indicates the great if nut insu.
perable practical difficulties which beset the project. As a
subject for practical statesmanship it is clear that the Iinpena,
Federation idea is yet in the clouds, and seems likely to remain
there,

The last week has brought rather exciting néws from France.
The Conscrvatives, composed of Monarchists, Bonapartists,
and other of the almost innumerable factions which make
French politics so intricate a study, have made important gains
in the recent elections. Three members of the cabinet have
resigned in con<equence of defeat, and a reconstruction of the

could be compacted so as to make administration possible. The
chief significance of the electoral vote is no doubt its condem-
nation of the recent attempts of the ministry to extend the
Colonial Empire by conquests in Tunis, Tonquin, and Mada-
gascar. The French are not yet sufficiently versed in the .prin
ciples of local sclf-government to make successfu colonizers,
and the people do not share the ambition of their leaders to
work in that direction at such expense to the national purse
and reputation.

One of the most disgraceful incidents in colonial history has
recently been brought to light in Queensland. A Royal Com-
mission was appointed some months since to ascertain the facts
in reference to the alleged kidnapping of South Sea Islanders
for work on tie sugar plantations. The report of the Commis-
sion confirms the charge and reveals a history of fraud, treach-
ery and murder, rivalling in horcible cruelty the worst features
of the old African slave trade. ‘The Queensland Government,
to its honor be it recorded, has taken prompt action, and done
all in its power to atone for the foul crime. The surviving na-
tives to the number of nearly 6oo have been sent back to their
island hoies, with compensation, such as is pussible, for their
wrongs and sufferings. Compunsation (?) has also been made to
the relatives of abuut oo of the poor creatures who died from
«ahaustion and illtreatment dunng seven months * free volun-
tary labor,” on the sugar plantations. It is to be aoped that
the cumpensation will be exaued from those responsible for
this attempt to revive the horrors of the slave trade, and that
exemplary punishment will be inflicted upon the leaders.

The great cectoral campaign in England has begun in earn.
est.  Mr. Chawberlain and Sie Chatles Dilke on the one hapd
and Lord Salisbury on the other, have made very effective
speeches.  Mr. Chamberlain has outlined a  comprehen-
sive scheme of reronm, including radical changes in land tenure,
the abuliiun ot primugeniture and entail free schools, &c.
Sir Charles Dilke urges the Cabinet to confer upon Irela:nd thf:
largest ineacure of scli-government cumpatible with the integri-
v of the Emypire.  Lurd Salisbury deprecates interference in
the affairs of Eastern Rowmelia, annvuncing, nevertheless, t!lat
the policy of the Guvernment is to uphold the Turkish Empire,
and at the same time, as far as possible, to foster the selfsus.
tained nationalities which are coming to the front, and will have
important results in Europe. He favors ]arg.c changes
in Great Britain in the direction of decentralization of au-
thomty, and extension of self government. Pame.ll., too, l.ra.s
agan been heatd from.  In regard tothe two cond)t\?ns which
prominent statesmen have declared must lunit concession to the
demand for Irish hume rule he saysin effect, that no pledge



