
PREFACE.

and character, that the peop}e are inclined, at the* dait
sight, to turn from my story with horror.

There is also an excuse for those, who, having received
only a general impression concerning the nature of my
Disclosures, question the propriety of publishing such im-
morality to the world. They fear that the minds of the
young at least may be polluted. To such I have to say,
that this objection was examined, and set aside, long before
they had an opportunity to make it. I solemnly believe it
is necessary to inform parents at least, that the ruin from
which I have barely escaped, lies in the wa their child-
ren, even if delicacy must be in some deee wounded by
revealing the fact. I understand the case, alas1 from too
bitter experience. Many an innocent girl may this year
be exposed to the dangers of which I vas ignorant. I am
resolved, that so far as depends on me, not one more victim
shahl fall into the hands of those enemies in whoise power I
so lately have been. I know what it is to be under the do.
minion of Nuns and Priests-; ad I maintain, that it is a
fat greater offence against virtie and decency to conceal,
thain to proclaim their crimes. Ah!, had a single warning
voice even whispered to me a word of caution, had even a
gentle note of alarm been sounded to sie, it might have
turned back my foot from the Convent when it.was upon
the threshold! If, therefore, there is any ode nov bending
a step that way, whom 1 have not yet alarined, I will cry

But the virtuous reader need not fear, in the following
pages, to meet vith vice presented in any dres but her own
deformity. No one can accuse me of givng a single at-
raction to crime. On the contrary, I intend my took

shall be a warning to those who may hereafter be tempted
by vice; and with the conddence that such à will prove to
be, I ommend it to the careftl examinasü of virtuou
parents, and am willing to abide by their unibiased 'opin-
im,with regard both to my truh, my motves, and the ta-


