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INTRODUCTION. _ v

was yet a scholar at Westminster. The following is
the graphic account of his introduction to this fasci-
nating pursuit, given by himself in the dedication to
Sir Francis Walsingham, prefixed to the first edition
of his General Collection of Voyages and Trgvels.

“ 1 do remember that being a youth, and one of her Ma-
jestie’s scholars at Westminster, that fruitful nurserie, it was
my happe to visit the chamber of M. Richard Hakluyt, my
cosin, a gentleman of the Middle Temple,' well knowen unto
you, at a time when I found lying open upon his boord cer-
teine bookes-of cosmographie with an universall mappe: he
seeing me somewhat curious in the view thereof, began to
instruct my ignorance by shewing me the division of the
earth into three parts after the olde account, and then ac-
cording to the latter and better distribution into more. He
pointed with his wand to all the known seas, gulfs, bayes,
straights, capes, rivers, empires, kingdoms, dukedoms, and
territories of ech part; with declaration also of their spe-
cial commodities and particular wants which by the benefit
of traffike and intercourse of merchants are plentifully
supplied. From the mappe he brought me to the Bible,
and turning to the 107th Psalme, directed mee to the
23rd and 24th verses, where I read that they which go
downe to the sea in ships and occupy by the great waters,
they see the works of the Lord and his woonders in the
deepe, etc., which words of the Prophet, together with my
cousins discourse (things of high and rare delight to my yong
nature) tooke in me so deepe an impression, that I constantly

' Wood, in his Athene Ozonienses, vol. ii, p. 186, edit. Bliss, falls
into a confusion between. the cousins, and states that our author
studied law in the Temple. The mistake is natural, inasmuch as
Richard Hakluyt of Yatton was himself distinguished for his geo-

graphical knowledge, and frequently applied to for advice by mer-
chants and others.
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