
THE FREE PRESS. LONDON, ONTARIO. WEDNESDAY. APRIL 1, 1925.

BflDLYTRERTED
Miss Macphail Attacks Attitude 

of the Governments.

OTTAWA, March 51. — Canadian 
iPress Dispatch).—Miss Agnes Mac- 
pliail, Canada’s woman, M. P., gripped 
the House of Commons to-night with 
her story of what she had seen in the 
mine fields of Cape Breton. By both 
sides of the House sh^ was accorded 
a close attention rarely accorded to 
an3' but party leaders. “i in^t the 
Moderates and the Reds,** said Miss 
Macphail, “and by the time I had spent 
two days in Glace Bay nobody looked 
red to me. I think if I lived there long 
1 should be a lot redder than anything 
I saw.”

She talked of the distress su» had 
found, of how in one dilapidated house 
she found two families sleeping, half ;»

dozen to the room, half-starved and 
I thinly clad. She spoke of the tragedy 
j or woman hood there—a brief )"outh,
I many children, poverty, early old age,
I dependency and death.

The British Empire Steel Company,
! charged Miss Macphail, had brought in 
i immigration even during the worst 
i times, dumped them down where there 
; was work for them, and done absolute- 
j !y nothing for them after getting them 
| there.

“It did not seem difficult for the 
j company to get protection on coal,” 

Miss Macphail added, “but the Gov­
ernment gives no assurance that that 
protection is to go down to the 
worker.”
HARD TO EXPLAIN.

It was, she went on, hard to explain 
j the attitude of the Nova Scotia Govern- 
1 ment unless they were “afraid of this 
j industrial monster,” more anxious to 
j “court its smile” than to save the 
happiness and good citizenship of many 

I thousands of our fellow citizens..”
The Dominion Government claimed 

, that a technical difficulty prevented 
; It from doing anything. But. if it were 
i really anxious to do something it would 
; find a way round the technical snag.
I Was it to be wondered at, Miss Mae- 
phail asked, that miners had come to

regard industry as heartless and poli­
ticians as rascals?

Miss Macphail's speech, while made 
in continuance of the budget^ debate, 
departed from the usual line of budget 
argument..

Miss Macphail offered her congratu­
lations to Hon. George P. Graham, min­
ister of railways and canals, on his 66th 
birthday at the opening of her speech.

“I believe he is the most loved mem­
ber in the House,” she said, while the 
members on both sides applauded. She 
proposed, said Miss Macphail, to deal 
with one subject, the situation in the 
colliery districts of Nova Scotia. The 
Birtish Empire Steel Corporation, as 
everyone knew, was a huge merger of 
14 companies, who went into the com - 

i bination with a capital of $S3,000,000 
I and came out with one of $102,000,000.

“It is an excellent example of the 
! pampering of industry and the neglect 
j of humanity which forms part of that 
| great machine.” Miss Macphail said.
i FOR FOUR YEARS.

Before visiting Cape Breton she had 
wondered, said the speaker, how the 

j miners and their families could he re- 
; ducerl to starvation in three weeks. 

When she arrived there she realized

PREMIER SHIFTS 
IT POLICY

Latest Retreat Widens Reference 
of Matter To Committee.

BY C. L. BISHOP,
Free Press Special Correspondent.

OTTAWA, March 31.—In the Com­
mons to-day the premier moved 
farther away than ever from his orig- 
inal Petersen ship subsidy scheme. lie 
widened the reference to the investi­
gating committee, so that it can now 
Study and recommend any alternative 
schemes which may appeal to it as a 
means to control freight rates on the 
Atlantic.

Originally the prime minister had 
announced that the Government would 
stand or fall by the contract with Sir 
William Petersen. Eater he retreated 

that tlie last three weeks were merely : knd appointed the special committee.
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the culmination of a long period of 
want. For four years the miners had 
not had enough work; for a year and 
a half they had had almost no work. As 
one woman said, for one and a half 
'•ears they had just enough to eat. 
Therefore, when the strike was de­
clared and the credit of the stores shut 
off. a lot of the families had nothing. 
Miss Macphail said that tho miners 
thought that work had been given to 
them in such small quantities for some 
time past in order to force them to ac­
cept the 10 per cent, cut in wages which

Then he temporarily side-tracked the 
subsidy for the investigation, and now 
he has s0 changed the work of the 
committee that the original contract 
is lost in the poiitical wilderness. It 
is freely stated here that Mr. King is 
becoming steadily less confident in ins 
ship subsidy plan and would welcome 
its quiet elimination at the earliest 
possible moment.
DEBATE PRECIPITATED.

W. F. MacLean, of South York, pre­
cipitated the debate when Mr. King 
moved lor his committee to-day. He

(he company wished to put in effect. reiterated former arguments that the 
The company was not a Nova Scotia! Canadian National and Canadian Pa­

cific railways, together with their
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oncem, said Miss Macphail. A num 
! I>er of the directors were abroad.
| "Three of the directors sit in the 
| Senate, which is tremendously hard on 
i 'he company,” she remarked. She 
: 'numerated the places which she had 

visited, mentioning a meeting of 2.000 
miners which she attended in the 
Savoy Theater at Glace Bay.

She had found very little evidence of 
‘Red” tendencies, said Miss Macphail.
POVERTY EVERYWHERE.

In simple, blunt language, Miss Mac­
phail proceeded to describe her pilgrim­
age day by day through the poorer 
residential quarters. Through mud, 
which penetrated the broken footwear 
the poor people wore, she had gone 

j from house to house at random and 
> found in most of them the same tale 
j of poverty. In a dilapidated house 
j which couid not have been "home” for 
I two years she found two families liv­

ing, half a dozen to a room, cold and 
i starving. The children of school age 
i were given all the available clothing to 
j enable them to continue their studies 
! while hte rest of the families remained 
■ at home without sufficient clothing to 
: go out or keep warm.

A tubercular woman occupied one 
I room and 6ne bed with her husband 
and two children. There was not 
enough hospital accommodation for 

| tubercular patients. One woman was 
l charged 10 cents a pint for milk.

Miss Macphail described case after 
case of this nature, giving names and 
details iest, she said, the House might 

j think she was exaggerating, 
j- The proffered gift of $5,000 from 
sympathizers in Russia was touched 

! on. The Cape Breton strikers had re- 
| fused that offer. ‘ It is a very dubious 
compliment to Canadian inteii'gence 

I that the miners of Nova Scotia thought 
it necessary to turn down this gift in 

! order that they might remain respect- 
i alble in your eyes," said Miss Macphail. 
1 "We must seem to them a very self- 
| righteous people."

CALL TO DR. SEDGWICK.
j MONTREAL, March 31.—Rev. W. K.
! Sedgwick, D. D., Presbyterian minis- 
! ter, of Hamilton, Ont., whose church 
! is said to be anti-union, has been in­

vited by St. James Methodist Church 
! to become its pastor as from July 1 
' next.

im
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MRS. IDA M. COFFMAN

TF there is one thing more than another a woman dreads, it 
■*- is a surgical operation, and to be told that one is necessary 
is very disheartening.
Hospitals are grand institutions, and undoubtedly many op­
erations are necessary. However, we have received hundreds 
of letters from women who have been restored to health by 
Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound after an operation 
had been deemed advisable.
Every woman who suffers as Mrs. Coffman did naturally wishes to avoid 
an operation if possible, and the remarkable statements which she makes 
in her letter will be read with interest by women everywhere.

Mrs. Coffman’s Letter Follows:
Sidell, Illinois.—”! was a nervous wreck. T was suffering from a pain in my left side 

which was noticeable at all times, but sometimes it was almost unbearable and I could not 
even let the bed clothing rest on my body at night. I had been sick for seven years, but not 
so badly until the last eighteen months, and had become so run-down that t cared for uobody 
and would rather have died than live. I couldn't do my work without help and the doctor 
told me that an operation was ail there was left for me. I would not consent to that so my 
husband brought me a bottle of Lydia E. Pinkbam’s Vegetable Compound and begged me 
to take it. I have taken fourteen bottles of it and I feel ten years younger. Life is full of 
hope. I do all my housework and bad a large garden this year I never will be without the 
Vegetable Compound In the house and when my two little girls reach womanhood I shall 
adviee them to take it.”—Mrs. Ida M. Coffman. K. R. No. -, Sidell, Illinois.

Alberta Woman Avoids an Operation
Provost, Alberta.—“I was in a bad condition and would su fer awful pains at times and 

could not do anything. The doctor said I should have an operation. T read testimonials of 
Ljvlia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound in the papers and a friend recommended me to 
take it. After taking three bottles [ became much better and now I have a bonny baby girl 
lour months old. I do my housework and help a little with the chores. I recommend the 
Vegetable Compound to my friends and am willing for you to use this testimonial letter.”— 
Mrs. A. A. Adams, Box 64, Provost, Alberta.

Before Submitting to an operation Women should try

Lydia E. Pinkham’s
Afedetahle Compound
B LYDIA E.PINKHAM MEDICINE CO. LYNN, MASS.

steamship lines, should be fused into 
one company undpr public ownership 
for the purpose of fighting tho North 
Atlantic conference. Mr. MacLean had 
no sooner taken his seat than a private 
fight broke out among the Progressives.
W. C. Wood, of Brant, who is by wav 
of being the leader of the radicals, now 
known as the “Unlucky 13,” protested 
that his particular offshoot of the freer 
thought was not represented on the 
committee. He told a heartrending 
tale of his rebuffs at the hands of the 
whips and leaders of the older and 
more wicked parties, and even in­
dulged himself in an attack on his 
erstwhile chieftain, Robert Forke.

It is now apparent that the Progres­
sive group has been definitely split, 
and that the malcontents under the 
unstable leadership of Mr. Good will 
demand a share in all the workings oi 
Parliament. Mr. Good is not an actual 
leader, but confessedly is merely the 
voice of his comrades. They are like 
a Southg American army, all leaders 
without followers.

The struggle for representation on 
the ship subsidy committee took up 
most of the afternoon and at times 
required the intervention of the Speak­
er for the restoration of order. L. H. 
Marteli, of Hants, wanted to know “m 
heaven's name" how many parties 
there were going to be, and said that 
if the practice kept up he would 
strongly consider attempting to form a 
constitutional Liberal party. Mr. Kar­
tell was evidently more inspired by 
the possibilities of argument than oy 
any desire to add to the general confu­
sion. J. T. Shaw, of Calgary, prophesied 
the ultimate total destruction of the 
Progressive group, a prophecy which 
Mr. Forke refuted with some asperity.

The budget debate was resumed 
later, but the speeches were mostly 
confined to the second ranks and were 
emblematic of the typical arguments 
of the three parties.

The premier’s announcement regard­
ing the ship subsidy question came at 
the opening of the afternoon sitting. Mr. 
King said that his attention had been 
drawn to the fact that some members 
felt that its drafting was not suffi­
ciently broad to permit the committee 
to inquire into other methods of control­
ling freight rates, as well as the one 
proposed by the Government. The idea 
of the Government had been that the 
committee could not very well conduct 
an investigation of the method pro­
posed by the Government without also 
investigating other methods. However 
in order to remove any misunderstand­
ing, he proposed, with the permission 
of the House, to add to the resolution 
the words “or by any other method that 
offers effective control."

This proposal was received with 
applause from the Progressives. W. F 
MacLean (Con., S. York) said that it 
the addition of the words by the prime 
minister had not made his suggestion 
to the House, he would himself have 
tried to move an amendment, 

j AMALGAMATION
Referring back to his own argument 

i for the a.malsramation of the land and 
! ocean services of the two Canadian 
| railways, Mr. McLean said that ^ince 
Î then opinion in the House and out of 
j it had supported his stand. If the two 
; railways could not be actually amal- 
i gamated there was no reason why they 

should not co-operate, pool their re­
sources and give the country the best 
possible service. It had been esti­
mated that such co-operation would 
save Canada fifty or sixty millions a 
year.

Mr. McLean wondered why Canadian 
newspapers were not telling the story 
of what was going on in New York re­
specting railway stocks. There had 
been sharp declines on the stock market 
In both Canadian and American rail­
way shares.

Mr. McLean urged the consolidation 
of the Canadian Pacific with the Cana­
dian National Railway, together with 
all their services of telegraph and ex­
press. The men to be let out by such 
an amalgamation should he pensioner 
and the entire railway as merged should 
be re-vaiuated.

Mr. Speaker Lemieux again expressed 
I the hope that Mr. McLean would come 
to the point under discussion, which 
was ocean rates.

“I can assure the Speaker that his 
hopes will be realized,’' said Mr. Mc­
Lean, resuming his point respecting the 
elimination of competition between the 
two railways.

Robert Gardiner (Fpog., Medicine 
Hat) protested against the lack of reo- 
resentation of the “ginger group" in 
the proposed committee. There were 
eight Liberals, four Progressives and 
thre^ Conservatives on the committed 
but not one of the group to which he 
belonged, which had 13 members.

J. S. Woodsworth (Labor, C. Winni­
peg) said that the members of the 
Labor group felt that they could unite 
with the 11 members of the so-called 
“ginger group” in asking representa­
tion on this committee. “We now 

! number 13." he said.
“An unlucky number,” called out a 

Liberal member.
“Well, we are wide-open for re­

cruits." retorted Mr. Woodsworth. 
OVER-REPRESENTED.

R. H. Halbert (Prog., N. Ontario1 
said that he had been a member of tlie 
striking committee. He pointed out 
that the group which was now asking 
representation on the shipping com­
mittee was over-represented on the 
standing committee. W. C. Good 
(Prog., Brant) said he had taken the 
matter up with the Conservative and 
Liberal whips after being definitely in­
formed that the “ginger group” could 
not get representation by the Progres­
sives. The simple fact was that the 
group could not get representation in 
any other way.

“You chose the honorable member 
for I.ast Mountain (J. F. Johnston) as 
Progressive whip." interjected W. F. 
Carroll (Lib.. S. Cape Breton).

“I did not," retorted Mr. Good. 
Robert Forke stated that when Mr. 

| Good had come to him seeking repre-
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sentation, he had simply told him to 
go to the Government. .

”1 iras certainly given to understand 
that I couldn’t get representation 
through the Progressive group.” said 
Mr. Good. This Mr. Forke emphatical­
ly denied.

At another point J. T. Shaw, of West 
Calgary, phophesied that after the 
electors got a chance there would be
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a “sad remnant” of the Progressives j
lelt

“1 hope,” warmly retorted Mr. Forke, ; 
“that the honorable gentleman is not ! 
as good a prophet as he imagines him- | 
self to be.” j

L. H. Martel (Lib.. Hants), rising to; 
a point of order, protested against the j 
recognition of numerous parties in the j 
House of Commons; first there had j 
been the two old parties; then the third • 
party, the Progressives, had come in. ; 
and finally the Labor party.

“Now, in the name of heaven, when 
are we going to stop?” asked Mr. Mar­
tel. He might not agree with his party 
on certain points and choose to become 
the leader of a group of his own.

Speaker Lemieux ruled that the point 
of order was not well taken. The 
amenities, if not the rules of the House, 
required that all members be given fa.ir 
recognition. He would be remiss in 
his duty if he did. not recognize those 
members not in the main groups.

The prime minister said there seemed 
to be a disposition that all groups 
should be represented. He therefore 
suggested that the motion should be 
passed on the understanding that an 
arrangement be made between those 
rpembers offering to retire in order 
that one of the group of 13 might sit 
on the committee.

MAY PAY THE POSTAL
STRIKERS MONEY LOST

HERRIOT SUSTAINED

MONTREAL. March 31. — The Ga­
zette to-morrow will caiFy the follow­
ing in its news columns:

"Post- office employees who struck 
last June have received information 
from Ottawa inducing them to hope 
that before the present session ends the 
Government will accord them the money 
they lost in July and August through 
being reinstated for two months at 
minimum salary, instead of at the rate 
they were receiving prior to the strike.”

PARIS. April 1 .—By a majority of 
98 votes the Chamber of Deputies early 
to-day voted confidence in the Govern­
ment policy toward tho student demon­
strators of the Cor bon ne, who objected 
to the appointment of a politician to 
the professorship of law.

The vote followed a wrangling debate 
during which Premier Harriot was con­
demned by the Roman Cattvolic depu­
ties for his treatment of the students, 
some of whom are in jail for their part 
in the demonstration.

The vote was 318 to 220.

To-night Use

The motion was then carried without 
division.
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