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NSÎP5IOWARDS tl).e end q| August,
1856, the Mpther General of the 
Sisters of St. Ann, at St.
Jacques de l'Achigan, a pros
perous village of pious people, 
forty-five miles from Montreal,
P. Q,, communicated to her re- *
ligieuse a letter which opened 
broad channels for their zealous 

souls, and played a great part in the destinies 
of the young community. ,

This announcement was a request from 
Bishop Modeste Demers for Sisters to work 
among the Indians and half-breeds, in his dio- . 
cese of Vancouver Island, British Columbia.

In those days, few people, indeed, could 
have located this island on the map ; and even 
at a much later period, in the seventies, the 
announcement would be made from 
Eastern pulpit : “These priests and sisters are 
going to Vancouver, B. C., which is far be
yond the “Rockies.” For the masses, distance 
beyond the Rockies was inconceivable.

This appeal was, therefore, a momentous 
one. The Congregation counted eight years 
onl^ of existence, and, like all foundations 
which play a fruitful part in the Church, it 
bore the seal of poverty and simplicity. The 
consideration, however, which had weight 
with these fervent religieuse was that of in
structing children, without regard to caste, 
clime, or remuneration. Consequently, all the 
good works and prayers of - the community 
were offered, that the administrative body 
might he guided by the Holy Spirit in the 
matter of a reply. Unanimous as the Sisters ' 
were from the beginning, to accept the field, ' 
and, vicing as they did with one another for 
the privilege of being chosen for the life-long 
exile, they knew, too, that to be a missionary 
was to embrace a life of heroic privation and 
hard labor. Thè decision was of paramount 
importance, and had to be made with due de
liberation. The result of the consultation was ! 
a favorable one for Victoria; the,Sisters were 
to accede to the request of Bishop Demers.

Soon there sped to the^ Bishop of Vancou- V‘2 
ver Island, then visiting in Canada, a favor
able response of acceptance from Mothy Mary 
of the Purification, endorsed by She whole 
community.

The administration having accepted the ar-
task °f founding a school in the distant Isthmus of Panama on the new railway; this * 

est, now proceeded to appoint sisters for railway was scarcely finished, for the ties were 
this.new “ne of work. Time has proved how not fastened .nor filled in. The crossing oc- 
wise was the choice,, for the foundresses have cupied an hour and a half, 
shown themselves equal to every ordeal ti.at One thousand seven hundred passengers,

P CO°p°felth?- . ’y. . , , entirely men, with an immense amount ofbag-
r om the time of the/ appointment of the gage, and many cattle, were here waiting to 

Missioners, all was m a state of activity, pro- board the John Ellis steamship, then bound for 
vision being made for the needs of the voyage. San Francisco. These men had joined the 

d will and Sisterly assistance were the mad rush to the recently discovered gold fields 
greater part of the Community’s capital in in Cariboo.

y*ars’ f°r the Mother House It was no easy matter to force one’s way 
was too poor to do much in the way of pe- through the» excited crowd to the steamer ; af-

rwrw a a •. o o o . . . tcr waitiîlg two hours in vain for his chance,
, ursday, April 8, Î858, the missioners the Bishop, who was the head of the party,
theh^rplfJm* <f°k St XCques’ the h0”16 of fearing the Sisters might catch yellow fever,

E treal AtgtHs SCt °î£ for Mon- if exposed longer to the pestilential atmos- '

^ $SSâw VAl £r2SWJl?rk* Th! bargained to do so for eight dollars. As there
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