MOTHER AND CHILD.

L
Two little dim rose-bud feet,
anhosz?lob s sweet,
estled in one
kissed the sand,
Mbthhu-n.v::l

Two little hands like rose leaves lay

On & warm breast as fair as they ;

b S
Longego!

mm quhond'tg.'ndly through,
/ Long age!

Two pink-pearl lips

d, like toes and finger 1ips;

Two lips of , riper red

On love's warm kisses sweetly fed,
Long ago!

A precious, Lelpless lump of clay

In which a pure, bright spirit lay

Wi tﬁo mother's w:whtnl eye

To train it for the “ by-and-by,”

Loog ago!
- *
OHILD AND MOTHER.
i

Two wrinkled hands like dead leaves lay

Boft folded o'er & breast of clay ;

Two wrinkled, bony, bare, brown hands,

Where sea waves kiss the crystal sands,
Now as then!

* L

Two tired, tired feet, all thin ana worn—
On life's rough rocks, oft bruised and torn ;
Two weary 1eet too weak to go

On life's rough pathway to and fro,

ow 88 ihen !

Two teariess eyes close veiled from light,

"Neath soft fringed hids of pearl-gray white ;

Two love-lit eyes, deep, tender, true,

No more the mother-soul locks through,
Now as theu !

A precious, lifeless lump of clay
¥rom which the scul hath pussed away ;
A loving woman, tender, sweet,
Kisses the hands, the feet,
ow as then!

———

Given and Taken-

Smoothing soft the nestliag head
Of a maiden fanoy led,
Thus a grave-eyed woman said :

“Richest gifts are those we make ;
Dearer than the love we take
That we give for love's own sake.

" Well I know the heart's unrest ;
Mine nas been the common quest
To be loved, and therefore biest.

“ Favors undeserved were mino;
At m{l!en ason a shrine
Love has laid its gifts divine.

* Bweet the offerings seemed ; and yet
With their sweetness came regret,
And e sense of unpaid debt.

“ Heart of mine uusatisfied,
Wacis vanity or pride
That a deeper joy denied ?

“ Hands that ope but to receive
Bmpty close ; they only live
Blofly who can richly give.

** 8till,” she sighed with moistening eyes,
“ Love is sweet in any guise ;
But its best is sacrifice !

* He who, giving, does not crave
Likest is to him who gave
Like itself the loved to save.

" Love that self forgetiful gives
Sows surprise of ripened sheaves—
Late or soon its own receives.
—John G. Whittier.
T Tyl I

Nalutation.
Thrcu, life every sorrow gives birth to a
bﬁuing

And shadows in falling show sunlight is clear,
The force of tne shower is but a caressing

*3a adies and daisies the best of good cheer,

Away, toen, wive douhting, with grief and re-

dpining, f
And learn to know Nature provides for each

dasy ;
The doap‘r the shadow, the brighter the shining
O1f purity’'s glory and beauty’s array.

T snow of the winter ie earth's virgin blessing.
4 8 boaom protecting, when winds wildly sing
Through branches denuded, of emerald dressing
Awaiting \he zephyrs of beautiful spring ' —
The smile of the New Year, the winter dispelling,
Gives bl beauty a welcome delight,
To eharm mortal vision, waile artiessly teiling
How life may recover from ashes of blighi.

The force of the tempest that sweeps o'er the

moun
And voices the billows that swell o’er the sea,
Boope&kls the same power that glasses the foua-
tain,
To shuw its resemblance created in thee:
Then, courage partaking from storras that assail

ee,
And trusting the wisdom theat gave thee & soul,
Th'.l’ way through disasier must needs of avail be
0 harbors of safety where waves cease to roll

The Ncent of a Flower.
The soent of a flower is a wonderful thing !
Is plays round the heart like the zephyrs of

spring :
S0 subtle, su s80ft, 80 resistless its power,
No monarchy rules like the scent of a flower,

Bome odors 80 blend with past happier years,
They move us like melodies breathing through

tears ;

For they bring back the faces and forms that
are oold,

And walks in the wild woods 'mid sunsets of

A fragrance exhales from a flower that I know
e’)ou pledge ot a love in the sweet long ago),
hen tastes were more simple, and purer our

%lo.nuru,
And g ur‘e!a of fresh blossoms were holiest treas-

One ave, ,‘m:ea the dew on the leaves glittered
He yroﬂtre:i the prize with a tender " Good
Nizht ;"

And my lpix"it grew faint with eostatic emotion,
For 1 felt in that flower lay a long-life devotioa.

He “. go:x:—yet the scent of that delicate
ow

Btill botas e wit: all the old passionate
power ;

And oft my sick heart would lie down in

But that mercy divine melts my sorrow in
prayer.

" Consider the lilies.” Lord grant us to be
By the fleld and the garden brought nearer to

00 |
Teresd la sweet blossoms Thy goodness and

power,
And an infinise love in the touch of a flower,

JANE O. SiMPRON.
TS T

The True Trinmph.

The wars of kings are children's games,

And children’s baubles, morarch's thronss.
He eonquers most who suffers most—

In silence suffers, and alone.

Our ernde dasires and appetites.
The lusts of fallen human kind,
Give broader fields for nobler strife

Than Alexander e'er designed.

His life has not been wholly lost,
Hie labor wholly miuppl{ b

Who wins the sceptre over seif,
Though he wins naught on earth beside.

He only breathes the mountain air,

‘Whose stieng:h of limb and strength of will
Have been exerted, and suffice

To reach the summit of the hill.

So ie it that the soul's desires
Impede the path that must be trod,

And each deeire we tread upon

Is one step higher toward God.

On the Road to Herat.
THE INDIAN RED RIDING HOOD.
With the us sigus in the East which
nv&l‘"m o cf

A new version of Little Red
L o ttle idi {
'Bxdma Hood's tale

On Atg‘m'l borders the scene has been

AE Mten Tad am L
& stands as the sweet
Ia hee gloty. protty maid

Now %‘l.l: glory haa stirred up the Russian bear's

32 he's running
To p-(u-‘lhn wolf's part with insiduouns guile

nd much euncing.
By grandmotherly words and disguise 'tis his

Just to cheat her ;
we know that he'll catch her at once,

e

e oan,
And then eat her.

Buta nnot‘hlu ‘;hc ““n:? distrust in his face
Bo she doesn't acoept with a very good grace
His professions.

Di. Edward W. Emerson, of Conocord,
, i still bunt-

ﬂ:on!ywv
[ o]

THE FASTEST YET.

A New Locemmotive Runs Over Seventy
Miles am Mour—The Trial Trip—
Description of Spced — Improviog
Machinery.

The following from the Albany Evening
Journal will be read with interest by Mr.
Ortton’s many friends in this ity : L

 That's the best epgine 1 the world,
quietly remarked Master-Builder Jobn
Ortton, of the West Albany shops, yester-
day afternoon, as he gazed admiringly at
looomotive No. 520, the latest triumph in
desiga, workmanship and mechanism 10 its
live. A description of the engine was
printed in yesterday’s Journal. Mr. Ortton
made & personal inspeotion of the inir: :a-
cies of the mechanism, after which iue
rotund engineer, Ed. Steenburgh, who is &
* handy man” in tesuing Dew engiues,
his counterpart, the jovial George Prit-
chard, who constructed the new ‘‘corn-
oracker ;" engine despatoher,J. D. Avery, an
old engineer, with a sharp face and keen,
bright eye ; Firemsn George Hennamen,
whose curly, auburn hair twisted about
over the conventional red handkerchiet
worn by stokers about the neck ; A. T.
Ortton, & foreman in one of the engine
shops, and son of the master builder, and
William Pritchard, son of the Nestor of the
party, George Pritohard, and & Journal
reporter, equeezed into the cab, and after
preliminary oiling and tightening cf nats,
started on the trial trip of the new engine
to Sohenectady and return. The engine
was backed down to the Union depou in
this city, and tkeu run to Schenectady on
the passenger track. Several stops were
made on ths way up in order to ‘look her
ovear,”

A MODEL MACHINE,

Everything worked nicely. She “ made
steam” fast, and, notwithstanding the
« hard road,” as the engineers call it at this
season when the frost is about to leave the
roadbed, the engine was very easy. The
counter balances of the driving wheels,
which are seventy inches in diameter with
a three and & half tire, are oarefully regu-
lated. The puffs or blasts come as regular
a8 the tioking of a olock ; not the shightest
sound of the old * chuck-a-chuck” thai
accompanies the puffiog of some engines
could be detected. The engine is equipped
with the Richardson patent slide valve,
which renders it easier to handle and also
saves the wear on the valves and ssats.
The elder Mr. Pritchard has been in the
employ of the Central Railroad thirty-one
years, and has helped construct over 200
angines. Wken the new engine was run on
the turatable at Schenectady and headed
tor home, Messrs. Pritchard, Avery, Ortton
and Steenburgh said she was all right.
Engineer Steenburgh winked knowingly to
the elder Pritchard and put Avery in pos-
gession of the throttle.

A RAPID RIDE.

The machinists then put their heads
together and * felt her pu'ss.” Steenburgh
shouted to Avery to * let 'er go,” while Mr.
Ortton braced himself and held a stop
watoh. The iron horse leaped forward
like “June lightning.” The faster she
went the easier she rode. George Pritohard
could not count * seven "’ between the tele-
graph poles and shouted ‘ she’s making
betver than & mile a minute,” Gangs of
track hands stood back amazed, and
laborers in the field forgot their work and
gazed with open mouths at the “corn
oracker,” which was now rnnning at the
rate of about seventy-three to seventy-five
miles an hour. It seemed but & minute
from the time Schenectady faded away
when West Albany was reached. Every-
body was pleased. Master Bailder Ortton
was brim full of joy when informed of the
remarkable working of the new engine.

VALUABLE IMPROVEMENTS,

He told the Journal reporter the smoke
consumer and single 4} inch exhaust were
valuable improvements and made it pos-
gible to run an engiue with 25 per cent. lesg
coal than was used for the ordinary engine.
The steam is forced into the fire box under
great pressare and draws in the air which
mixes the gas (which makes up the mujor
part of the smoke) and induoes perfect
combustion. The theory is very simple
yet very effectual. Hereafter all passenger
engines to be used by the Central road will
be made after templets or patterns used in
the construction of this engine and will be
known as ‘ the Central standard pas-
senger engines.” The wheels of both
the engine and tender trucks are
irsported from England and are of
wrought iron with steel tires, which render
it virtually impossible for them to break.
It also has a single exhaust pipe and nozzle,
whioh has an economioal effect on fuel, and
will save fully a ton of coal on & trip of 150
miles. Every part of the maochinery is
superior. The pilot of the engine has a
push-bar casting that has been found to be
a great saving in ocase of rear collicions.
As the oasting strikes against the draw-bars
of oars the engine may run into, it prevents
them from rising from the ground, thus
saving the fronuv part of the boiler from
damage. With this device, it is stated,
thousands of dollars have been saved. It
ia ocalled the Ortton ocasting, wfter the
inventor, John Ortion, and is shaped like a
horn. The draw-bar, as well as the pilot,
is the design of the same inventor, and has
many advantages over others, The swivel-
ing end of the draw-bar haa a horizontal as
well a8 a vertioal motion, which makes the
coupling to any other vehiole perfect.

Feat of the Divining Kod.

The question as to the magioal or the
soientific value of the * divining rod ” has
just been reopened by the success which
has attended 1t3 use at the Fletton Waggon
Works of the Midland Railway Company,
Eogland, with reference to the discovery
of a permanent supply of water. Accord-
ing to the Sanitary World (London), the
company requires to use about 500 or 600
gallons of water every day, and the well
on their premises yielded only one-half of
that quantity. It was necessary, there-
fore, to supplement the supply by the
sinking of osher wells or by the construction
of an expensive system of piping. The
former plan was preferred, and two new
wells were sunk 1w no purpose. The ser-
vices of a gentleman of the district, who
bore the reputation of being skilled in the
art of disccvering water by means of the
“ divining rod,” were then called in. This
wizard or expert employec for his purpose
a forked hazel twig, holding one prong of
the fork in each hand, the points
of the fork being direoted to the
sky. After walking about the prem-
ises for some time, the point of
the fork suddenly uegan to bend down,
purely, as the best evidence goes, of 1ta
own acoord, and to point to the earth.
The wielder of the wand declared that
here would b2 found = plentiful sapply of
water. The same indications were repeated
at another spot, where the twig snapped
from the violence of its spontanecus and
sympathetic motion, and the same confi-
dent assertions were made with reference
to the oocurrence of water—assertions
which the results obtained by actually
sinking wells amply justitied, the quantity
of water to be obtained being apparently
inexhaustible. Other persons essayed to
use the wand, bat it rebslled against the
u urp tion of ite owner’s functions, and
r. maine i contumacious and irresponsive.
If auy persons, adds the writer, reqmre
water in unlikely localities, 1t migns be
well to secure the services of this diviver
before he volunteers for a patriotic mis-
sion in favor of the trcops 1u the thirsty
wilds of the Soudan.

Thos. W. Hodgson, the cheese exporter,
who failed in Montreal so disastrously, has
again been unfortunate in Chicazo, where
he has been experting pork to Liverpool.

Salvador has turned the tables on Guate.
auh, aod threstens tc invade the latter

HER MAJESTY’Ss DRAWING ROOM.

The Courtesies and the Clethes—Minor
Tertures of the Occasion.

The London Telegraph, in good-humored
fun, publishes a descripuion of the Queen’s
drawing room, and in the course of it
gays: Cards duly presented, snd verified
by stern officials, the stream moves ou
into the first room, and there a stand 18
wade for & whole hour, during whioch
wesry interval of waiting the elect take
advantage of the broad daylight into which
they have emerged to criticise each other's
olothes. It is amusiog to mark the shades
of behavicr between the dowager of many
summers and the debutante of to-day. The
first, awarze by sad experience of the time
she will have to wait, makes a dash at one
of the sparse chairs, and like a wary hen,
gathers her chiokens as near as possible to
the entrance of the second room. The
debutantes, on the other hand, are sl
in a delightful flu‘ter, like 50 many sunow-
white doves, and & just remark is made
that among the bevy there is a singular
amount of loveliness. *Must I take cff
my glove now?” one whispers with so
intense an spxiety that it must
almost amount to physical pain. ‘‘Ob,
do attend to me, mamma! MustI?”
“(Qf course not —not till we reach the third
room,” returns & superior elder sister
“ Whatever you do, don’s forget to courtesy
all the way; and, oh! don’s turn your
back !” Then ensues a wild and wonder-
ful discuseion a8 to how many ocourtesys
will be necessary. * Will six do?” * Oh,
dear, no! Ycu must goon courtesayicg
until you get well through the door.”
After whioh verdict the debutante subsides
into anguished apatby, bora of dumb
despair.

The Russian Advance.

Writirg from Bala Murghab, Jan. 8th,
the correspoudent of the London T'imes
gays: “ I bave pointed out to you the
great strategical importance of Pal-i-
Khatun, a place which has always been
concidered to be Afghan and beyoud the
pale of discussion. Even Russian maps,
at any rate till quite lately, have placed it
with Afghan territory. Well, another
important strategiosl position is Penjdeb.
in the valley of the Murghab. It is
separatad from Yolatan, on the edge of the
Merv oasis, by 80 miles of desert and is
connected with Afghanistan by & short
roed and through an easy and fertile coun-
try. Its iohabitants have siways been
subject to Afghanistan, and it is ccoupied
by an Afghan garrison. To understand
the importanie of these two positions
you must remember that there are
only two roads by which Herat
can be invaded by Ruseia—one is from
the Caspian by way of the Akhal, Barakhs,
and the valley of the Heri Rud, and the
other is from Turkestan by way of the
Oxus, Merv, and the valley of the Murghab
cr Kuushk. Of course the more of these
two roads that Russia can quietly annex in
time of peace the nearer she will be to
Herat, and the less resistance she will have
to overcome when she is ready to fight for
Herat. I have mentioned the two roads by
which Herat can be invaded. Three years
ago the nearest Russian outposis on the
road from ths Caspian were at Krasnovodsk
and Chikishlar, 700 miles ; now they are at
Pal-i-Khatun, abouyv 150 miles from Herat
Three years ago the nearest Russian out-
posts on the road from the Oxus and Merv
were at Katra Karghan, say 500 miles ;
now they are at Yolatan, 140 miles from
Herat. Nearly all this progress has been
made by peaceful, unopposed encroach-
ment eince we evacuated Caudshar.
Again, in May last Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment accepted che invitation of the Rus-
sian CGovernmoent to define the northwest
frontier of Afghanistan. Her nearest out-
post on the one road was then at Bahadur-
wez, about 300 miles from Sarakhs. In
July she advanosd to Oid Sarakbs, and in
Qotober and November, after the date fixed
for the meeting of the commission, she
pushed on to Pal-i-Khatun. Now take the
other road. In February last Russia occu-
pied Merv, in September shs advanced to
Yolatan, and in November Alikhanoff
appeared before Penjdeh. It is these two
last aots of aggreesion—namely, in the
direction of Pepjdeh and Pul-i-Khatun—
which partioularly incensed the Afghans.
When Gen. Lumsden reached Meshed he
heard of the occupation of Pul-i-Khatun,
aad he promptly proceeded to Sarakhs
instead of going direot to Kuhsap, as he
had intended, in order to protect
againgt it to General Komaroff, who
was encamped at Old Sarakhs. The
Russian troops, however, remained at
Pal-i-Khatun. For a long time there had
been many rumors regardiog a possible
Raesian advaoce on Penjdeh, but i1t was
not until Pul-i-Kbatun had been ocoupied
that Gen. Eomaroff and Col. Alikhanoff
turned their attention to Penjdeh, so
quickly, indeed, that when Gen. Lumsden
arrived at Kuk:sn a report was received
that both Komaroff and Alikhanoff, with a
large body of cavalry, were advancing on
Pepjdeh, and that the garrison were pre-
pared for resistance. A fight was expeoted
the next morning ; cartridges were served
out to the Afghans, who, throwing aside all
superflaous clothing, were, according to a
news-letter from Peojceh. frenzied with
joy at the prospect of b:coming * Ghazis '—
Aunglice, religious martyrs. However, Gen.
Komaroff thought better of it, and bLe
left Alikhancff to advance alone with
200 or 300 cavalry. The latter encamped
within sight of Pepjdeh, and finding that
the Tarcoman population did not on his
appearance rise against the garrison, he re-
turned to Merv, after writing a very insult-
ing letter to the Afghan general. It is
really a matter for surprise and congratu-
lation that the Afghans in their excitement
did not take the initiative and attack
Alikbanoff.

[From the foregoing remarks of the
Times' correspondent it can be judged how
much reliance can be placed on Gen.
Komaroft's statement thut in consequence
of hostile manifestations by the Afghuns he
was compelled to attack them. It will he
seen that three or four months ago this
same Gen. Komaroff did his best to induce
the Afghans to take the initiative.]

The Mahdl on the English.

¢ Never fear the Koglish,” the Mahdi
said last year. ‘‘ Do not waste a shot upor
those whom the sun of the desert will
destroy ; they will perish before the wrath
of God without our aid.” Afier we have
perished this is his programme as revealed
in his latest manifesto : * I am resolved ts
ocarry my sword, first from Khartoum te
Berber. Thence I shall proceed to Dongola,
Cairo and Alexandris, restoring Moslem
rule and government in all these cities.
From Egypt I shall margh to the land of
the prophet to drive ous the Turks, whose
Government is no better than that of the
infidels, and I shall restore the land of
Arabia, with its two sacred oities, to
Islam.—>Pall Mall Gazette.

Az unprinted letter of Charles Lamb's
has come to light, giving his opinione on
the relative value of Wordsworth’s and
Byron’s work. It reads thus: * I never
relished his lordship’s mind. * * * Why, a
line of Wordsworth’s is a lever to lift the
immortal spirit. Byron’s can only move
the spleen. He was at best a satirist ; in
any other way he was mean enough. I dare
say I do him iojustice, bus I cannot love
him nor tqueez2 & tear to his memory.”
The Medicinische Wochenschrift zaakes the
bold statemant that Ecglish scientis‘s are
so far bebind those of other nations mn
their study of the causes of infectious
diseases that they are no longer in a posi-
tion to make anythiog like a perticent
oriticism upon such researches. The
English laws

oause is attributed to the
probibiting experiments on

practically

LOST IN A BALLOON.

Carried Across the Channel Against their
Wilk.

Some laborers at work in a fleld near
Bromlsy, Eng., recently saw a large balloon
careering across scme fi-lds & ebort dis-
tance from them, striking violently against
«he fences, and bounding from the ground,
eventually being brought to & standstill by
the grappling 1on getting entangled in a
tree. They went to the assistance of the
aeronauts, who proved to be M. Ferdinand
Dabois, of the Societe Aeronautique of
Paris, and a Belgium gentleman named
Faresza, and it transpired that they had
uodergoue a perilcus ballcon adventure, in
which they uarrowly escaped with their
lives, having crossed whe channel
wuch agaicst theic will, and quite
coptrary to  their original  inten-
tioua, The sascent was made &
few miles from Antwerp, the aeronauts
intending, if possible, to descend Bomewhere
near Brussels. All went well for some
iime, untii, upon M. Dabois throwing out
ballast, they ascended higher, and, coming
into contaot with a fresh current of air, were
carried in a contrary direotion to what they
anticipated. Afier a time they found them-
gelves passing over Oatend, but no alarm
was felt, and more ballast wes thrown ous.
As dusk came op, however, they were
startled to find themselves being carried in
the direction of the sea, and the aeronauts
endeavored to deecend, avd in making the
attempt they camein ¢ with a cur-
rent, which, to their satiefacucn, carried
them scmewhat inland. Their gratification
was brief, however, as they very eoon found
themselves carried rapidly out tosea. Night
had come on, and the aeropauts were
naturally much alarmed, and endeavored to
attract the attention of some vessels they
saw beneatk them. Failing in this,
however, M. Dubois deemed it prudent
to throw out more baliast and
secure safety by as high an asoent
as was deemed advisable under the circum-
stances. All the provisions they were pro-
vided with were some sandwiches, biscuits,
two flasks of brendy and some water. Thess
they utilized to the best wdvaniage, and,
when morning dawned, they found them-
gelves far away out at ses. M. Dubois was
inclined to let out the gas and descend,
trusting to the balloon to float, and the
chances of being picked up by a passing
vessel. Hiscompanion dissuaded him from
doing this, however, and for the greater
part of one day they were over the sea. As
dusk set in they were delighted to fiad
themselves being carried towsrd the land,
but hesitated to deecend in the darkness of
night, In the morning they found them-
selves passing rapidly over a town which
they believed to be Folkestone, and
desoended, as has been stated, near Brom-
ley. The two aeronauts, who were very
much fatigued, were heartily congratulated
on their narrow escape.

af

Kelics of a Lost Continent.

Capt. Wm. OChurchill, a Pacific Qcean
salt, 18 telling the Ban Franciscans what
he knows aud what he guesses about the
arct ological remains found in the islands
of the Pacifie. He seeks to show by the
records of deep-sea soundings and from
arcbeologioal remuins that the Paoitio
Islands are only the remains of a sub.
merged continent, whose mountain peaks
and lotty heights are all that remain ubove
the surface of the ocean. Pelynesian
antecedent civilization is revealed, he
thinks, through &uocient implements,
statues and sculptured stone slabs found
on & few ot the groups, more notably the
Fcejees. The ewudies of ziophytes and
coral formatious, taken from a depth of
2,000 fathoms and more, also con-
firm this beliet of the subsidence
of the pre-historiz gontinent. Oa
Pitcairn lsland, avd aleo on Tahiti and
Tonga-Tabu have been found remains
which show the existenceof a long-forgotten
tribe. At Tooga-Tabu a monster trilithon
is to be seen. It is composed of gray
volcanie stone, with neatly dressed edges.
It is 10 by 12 feet equare, and siands
twenty feet cut of the ground. It is sur-
mounted by a huge kava bowl. Capt.
Churchill considers this relic to be of great
archmological value. He desoribes the
implements and metals in use by the
natives of several of the groups before the
advent of the white voyagers, and said
that iron and steel were not unknown
to them before their di:covery by civilized
persons. He gives a vivid descrip-
tion of monolithic statues of stune and
sculptured wood found on Easter
Island. The monoliths were foucd
standing in rows of five or mix, only a
few teet apart. They were hewn from vol-
aanin rock, and were either very crude in
workmapship, or else they had suffersd
from the ravages of time. One row of
these statues was quite well preserved.
Each of them was ten feet high, and they
represented human heads and bodies, with
a kind of cap or other head-vovering on the
top. These are the same statues seen and
described by Captain Cook in his works on
travel and diccovery. A finely-sculptured
band of a dancing-girl, and some polished
wooden slabs, on which were numerous
hieroglyphioal figures in long rows, have
been discovered 1n an ancient and balf-
ruined stone house on Easter Island. This
is the only relic of & written language ever
found in the Pacific Islands.

Morals in the Nkating Rink.

A Bridgeport (Ct ) manager has adopted
a novel method tor the preservation of
morals in his rink. At Reoreation Hall,
opposite the band gallery, stands manager
Heusted. His paritanic face is visible
from all parts of the hall. His hand is
upon the bell cord attached to a large
gong suspended in the middle of the build-
ing. The rink ficor is divided into sections,
which are numbered and watched over by
detectives. Each section, as in the fire
alarm system, is conneoted by eleotrio
wires, with an indicator at manager Heu-
ste)’s station. Each skater is provided
with an alarm oard, large faocsiniles of
which are printed acd exposed at various
parte of the rink. The different offences
which must nct beinculged in while skating
are printed and numbered on these cards.
For example: Upon eec. 8 a young man
addresses a youug lady without an intro-
duotion. The dstective rings seco. 8, rule
24. Manager Heusted strikes the numbers
on the large gong. Every one at the rink
looks at their cards and vnderstands that
some lady has been clandestinely addressed.
As the pair “roll” on to sec. 9, the detec-
tive for that division wires to Heusted,
who in turn rings goog No. 9, rule 25. It
the young msn still oontinues to impose
his society uy- 2 the young lady the gong
continues to sound the alarm, and Officer
Jennings, who is detailed to arrest offend-
iog pacties, skates afiwer the youth and
takes him in.

Nkobeled's Plan tor Invading India.

A Russian magazine oalled the Historical
Messenger (Istoriichesski Vestnik) has just
published & plan for the invagion of Iadia,
found among the papers of the late Gen.
Skobeleff. It consists first in opening
relations with the Afgbans, an initiatory
step really taken by the Russians in 1878 ;
and next in sending Russian troops to
Cabul in order to support an Afghan
invasion of India. Before invading India
disaffeotion is to be stirred up, or rather to
be organized and srought to a head, among
the various populations of Hindostan ; and
the vanguard of the invasion is to be
formed by masses of Asiatic cavairy, such
88 now being formed by subjsoting the
Turkoman tribes to rough forms of Earo-
pean organization and European drill.
With this irregular cavalry, with the
Afghans, and with the regular Russian
troops Gen. Skobeleff was convinced that
aa impression could be made on India with

an important military, it pot decisive
politioal reault, G ,
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RUSSIAN FINANCES.

The Empire in a Quagmire of Debt—
But Always Ready tor War.
(London Standard.)
Until 1870, or thereby, nothing whatever
was known about Russian budgets. A
vague kiad of tradition existed shat they
always miraculously balanced, but bhow or
why they bulanced nobedy kuew. Gradu-
ally since that date a little more light has
been let in upon the affairs cf the Finance
Ministry. Regalar budgets and acoounts
of a sort have been publisbed, and afew
facts are now known. They all tend to
sustain the conclusion that Russia is nog
solvent. Deflcits are the rule, and recent
years have brought little reduction in their
amount, although the Empire has been at
peace. For the year 1883 —the lust whose
acoounts have been published—the short-
comings was about thres and a half miilion
pourds, and it ia doubtful whether there
has been a single year of honest surplus
since the Crimean war. Facts like these
are well calculated to ularm the oreditors
of Russia, but the methods of Russian
finance are such that they need not disturb
the equanimity of the Imperial Finaace
Minister very much. We huve said that a
State may contend with bankruptey for
well-nigh a century, and that is, we suspect,
what Russia has been doing. The wars
against the fiest French Empire unquee-
tionably made Russia bankrupt, for her
silver rouble then went to & premium of 320
per cent., 80 completely was the currency
swamped by over-issues of paper. But
part of this depreciated paper was with-
drawn by means of a funaing loan, partly
1ssued abroad. That was in 1817,and from
hat daie until now the necessities of the
Russian Treasury have been met from time
to time by large drafis upon the purses of
wealthy and credulous foreign investors.
The diversity of Russian borrowivgs has
been somewhat wonderful, especially tince
the Crimean war. When the State itself
cculd not find & pretext for coming upon the
money markets of Hollund, Enogland,
Franoe, and iatterly of G.rmany, there was
slways & railway loen handy. By one
means or another the Treasury was
replenizhed, and not culy so— financiers and
bauking establishments at home were kept
in good heurt. The Crimean war added at
leaet seven bundred wmui.iou roubles to the
total cbligations of the Empire, including
the nsw 1ssue of bank notes, and Russia
ought then to have stopped payment. She
did nothing of the kind. She merely
borrowed the more industriously abroad.
Between 1859 and 1884 upwards of two
hundreds muillions sterling was raised ia
foreign markets on the pre-amount. The
puca of the borrowing has, therefore, been
terrific, and vhere is reason to believe that
1t has almost exhausted the ocarrying
capaocity of the Empire. Inal! probability,
therefore, war on a large scale would at
last strain Russian oredit to breaking point.

Talmage on the Rinks,

Oa Sunday morniog nexs Rev. Dr. Tal-
mage will begin a short course of serinons
on popular amusements and recreations.
The opsning sermon will be devoted to
roller skating.

“I think,” said ke, in announocing his
intsution Sunday eveniog, ** that the pulpit
should keep close to the people in all mat-
ters. I bave received mavy letters from
friends and others and many ivquiries from
the young people of my congregation about
the rink fever which is now prevalent, and
these questicns I propose to acswer as best
I oan next Sabhaith morning. Duriog the
present week I shull take cpportunity to
exteud what observations and experience I
bave nad on the muiter and so will speak
understandingly, feelingly and, 1 hope,
instruotively. I do not bave uny sympathy
with this popular cry of don't! as applied
to mary amusements. The religion ot don’t
never saved & siogle human being, and
when public teachers discourage anything
which has & hold upon the popular heart
and affection they should put something
better in ita place.”

An Original Child Muarderer.

The Birmiogham police have arrested a
grecer's assistant named Newton on a
remarksble charge of attempted murder. A
few days ago his master had reason to give
him notice, and eoon after the master’s
child, who is only 2 or 3 years old, was
found suffering from the effects of poison-
ing by iodine. The drug had evidently been
forcibly administered, the poor ohild's
throat and face being shockingly hlistered
and disfigured. No bhopes are entertained
of ita recovery. A botile of strong iodine
was found 1n Newton’s box, and as the
surgeon gave an opinion that the child could
not poseibly have poisoned itself, Newton
was arrested. Newton is about 20 years of

age.

Not a Friend to Science.

“ I see,” said Flatters, * that an eleotri-
cian predicts that soon a person cau stand
at the telephone and not only talk to the
man at the other end, but see his face and
features.”

“ I hope not,” replied Fitzwilliam,

“Whny not?”

*“ Why not? Because when I telephone
home tbe person who comes to the tele-
phone is generally my mother-in-law.”

**Oh, well, she may die before this thing
comes about.”

“Die! Did you ever kiow a mother-in.
law to die s0 Jong as a man had his health
and was making money ?”"—Boston Times.

Mawrimonial Prospects,

Wilson Chandless, one of the most
poverty-stricken young men of Galveston,
applied to Col. Richley for the hand of his
daughter.

* In the first place I've sent in my appli-
cation to President Cleveland for a position
in one of the departments.”

“ Have you any other resources,” asked
the prospective father-in-law.

* You bet I have ; I'm seriously thinking
of giving up smoking.”

*“Pa!” exclaimed the young lady, * that's
enough for us to begin with, ain’t it? "—
Texas Siftings.

He Loved Her So.

“ Well, my dear, I'm glad for your sake
that summer is coming.”

** Are you, hubby? Why for my sake?”

I hate to feel that you have to get up in
whe cold every morning and build the fires.”

“Qb, my dear hubby! Always thinking
of your little wifey's comfort!”

A Delicate Question.

A book entitled ** The First Families of
the United States ” is soon to be pablished.
Whether the people whose grandfathers
made their money in lard or those whose
wealth comes originally from whiskey, will
be given precedence, says the OChicago
Tribune, is & mystery only to be rolved by
the book’s appearance.

TaErE are, acoording to Sir Robert Kane,
#@sven extensive ooal distriots in Ireland.
The Leinster coal-field extends over the
greater part of Kilkenny, Queen’s County
and Carlow. This bed, oomsisting chiefly
of slate-coal, lies within an average of 140
yards of the surface, and covers an area of
over 5,000 Irish acres. The Munster coal-
field extends over the ocounties of Cork,
Limerick, Kerry, Clare and Tipperary, and
consists mainly of six layers of coal, slto-
gether forming one of the most exteneive
developments in the United Kingdom. The
whole of this vast tract remains compara-
tively unworked. The Ulster ' district
includes the coal beds of Coalisland avd
Dungannon, covering over 7,000 acres ; and
the Antrim beds, resting on the mioa slats.
The Connaught district, covering an area of
114,000 Irish acres, extends over parts of
the adjoining counties of Roscommon,

Bligo, Leitcim end Cavan,

BACKBONE.

A LongBody Said to Mean a Long Gra:p
on Life.

‘Whe:: & person compliments another by
saying he has & good aeal of * backbone,”
he ocoraes very near stating a scientific
truth, withcut knowing it perhaps. At
least, &) remarked a naval medical cfficer
to a reporter of the Washington Star, the
other duy, as the latter stopped to chat in
the room of the naval examining board.
 Step ap here & moment,” continued the
officer, sonduoting the reporter to a meas-
uring rod which stcod in one corrar of the
room. The rod, beeide haviog the move-
able armnos with which a man’s height is
guaged. had awnother intermediate arm
below, by which the length of his legs is
determined. The differencs bstween these
measursments, of course, shows the length
ot kis body and head, or the length of his
spinal cclump, including his head.
“There,” said the officer, after the reporter
had subjected himself to the measuring
process, * you are 69§ inches tall, your legs
are 33% inches long—pretty good legs—and
that lesves a length of body of 36 inches.
That's very good, rather above the aver-

“ Weil, what does it all mean ?”’ asked
the reporter. * Boiler power,” remarked
an official who was standing near.

The medical officer, eniarging on the
figure trus suggested, proceeded : * That's
it. You see, putting bis hand on his bead,
here's the governor. Here,” he continued,
loweriog his hands to his chest, * is the
boiler. The lungs and the heart are here
and below ara the abdominal orgaus of
viscera. Your mouth and nostrils are
blowers. You shovel in coal—take food—
in your mouth. It is turned into steam—
blood—=und goss out 1n every direction, you
see, toward the surface. Now the man
with a long body has a great deal of boiler
surface.'

* The: the man with oconsiderable back-
bone is much stronger than the one who
has not.’

“ Weli, that is one ciroumstacce to be
considered with others of course. The man
with baexsbone is apt to have greater power
of resisteaca. Hs can endure more toil and
oan resis disease longer. Why, there wers
uo men in the war 8o good for & long march
a8 your dack leg followas with long bodiee.
The long-legged men ocould not stand it.
General 3heridan is a good specimen of &
man with a long body—Ilong grasp on life—
and General Grant iz another. There was
& case hera not long ago,” continued the
cfficer, * which would indicate thata man’s
baockbone had = great deal to do with his
geveral oharacter. An cfficer, who was
examiued for promotion, was found to be
physically, mentally aud professionally
uofit, and also morally uutit. He was
droppsd from the service. When we came
to take his messurement we found he had
the shortest backbone of any man 1a the
navy who had ever been examined. He
did not have great physical power of resist-
ance, you s26. When he graduated at the
naval acsdemy he stood very high. Wken
he had to do duty it is probable that lis
strength failed bim, and he resorted to
stimulants. The taking of stimulants
became a hubit, and gradually affected his
intellectual powers. His mind being
weakened, kis morals were soon under-
wioed. All of this, you see,” laughed the
officer, “ocame of course, from having &
short backbcne.

Burning Mulich on Mtrawberries.

Perhaps my experience in this may be of
interest to scme of your readers. 1 have
bsen in the fruit business nearly twenty
years, and I have not dared to burn the
mulch of strewberries before, but the last
season my strawberries were mulched with
straw coutaixiog toul reeds, which I did
not discover until spreading the same. As
sooa a8 I was through picking the fruis I
conoiuded to try the experiment of burning
off the mulch to destroy these foul seeds,
concluding if it destroyed the strawberry
plants 8o be it. My practice heretofore hus
been,as soon as through fruiting, to plougha
light furrow with one horse, from the rows
on each side, cnly leaving & space about a
foot wide of the plantslefi, which i3 worked
out with a hoe. The furrows cover the mulch-
iong, and if old strawis used 1t will be so
rice and rotter that it will not trouble much
when working the furrows down with the
cultivator. When using new straw have
had some trcuble with its clogging the
cultivator, but in thie case now, from the
season’s experisnce, my plan will be to burn
it off firsu. It was very dry, and I put
fire into one corner of the plot; and it
burned over every foot of ground, so there
was not a green leaf on the plot of any
kind. Itremaiaed dry for some time, and
Isaid I thougat it was a gone case, but
when the rain came, they soon began to
push out at the crown, and I worked them
out a8 usual and they ocame on, 80 it is a8
fine a plot aaneed be. After this experience
I burned another plot with the same satis.
factory result. . have an idea that there
will be another beneficial result of the
burning, it will destroy the insects and
their eggs.—J. N. Stearns in Michigan
Farmer.

Dr. Begg cud Jean Armour.

From the receatly published autobio-
grapby of the late Dr. Begg we find that
while at-Dumfries he met Jean Armour,
Burns’ widow. Fe esays: ‘‘Mrs. Buras,
or ‘Jean,’ at the time when I saw her,
could not be called *bonnie,’ although
‘her appearancr was well enough.
She was ratker old and frail
in appearance, but extremely interest-
ing and pleasing in conversation. I
can quite well imagine that when young
she may have been very enguging to an
intelligent man. She hLad beside her
always the large fumily Bible, in which
the names of her children were writtea in
the poet’s hand., * * * There were
many of the poems of Burns about Dam-
fries at that time in the bold and well
marked handwriting of the poet himself, as
well as other relics.”

The people of Pelee Island have abolished
the system of statute labor. Instead, the
roadways are oared for by taxation and
properly direoted labor.

There is a sal$ lake in Hix}algo county,
Texas, which is ons mile in length, five
wiles in sircumierencs, and irom three to
four feet deep. Its bzd consists of orystals
of pure salt.

Lake Erie has been frozen cver this year
from shore to shore—& rare event. A fish-
erman of Port Dover, Canada, is said to
have walked across oa the ice from Long
Point to Erie—twenty-eight miles.

‘“He tried to kiss me, and I just told
himn to behave,” said an irate young lady,
after a sleigh-ride down the voad the other
day. * Well, did he kiss you?” asked her
friend. *No, the idiot, he behaved.”

That pegged shoes aad boots are still
quiteextentively used might beinferred from
uhe faot that a peg manufaeturing company
at Bartlett, N.H., is turning out the little
wooden articles at the rate of 1,800 bushels
a day, snd bas orders on hand that will
require several months to fill,

People—ladies especiully-—often wonder
how it is that the Queen has an
apparently inexhaustible supply of Indian
shuwls. Some thought they had solved
the mystery when the nume of an Indian
shawl-maker appeared in the list of
* tradesmen by appointment” to the
Queen. Baut it 18 not 80. The explanation
given is that in 1844 a large tract of terri.
tory was ceded to Ghosod Bingh, Mahara-
jah of Jumnoo, who, in consideration of the
grant, bound himself to psy to his suzerain
seventy-five lacs of rupees and an annual
sribute of three pairs of cashmere shawls’
and twelve perfeot shawl goats, As this
treaty is still io force, the number of Indian
sbawls the disposal of Her Msjesty is
8020unted for.

DEAF AND DWMB UNTO DEATH.

The End of a Noted Canadian Crimiaal.

On April 17th, 1883, a man giving tke
pawmme of George Enos, Quebeo, died ina
hotel at Watertown, N. Y. He pretended
to bedeat and dumb, and cn bhis dyiog bed
wrote his request. It has just been dis-
covered that the dead man is none other
than Hiram B. Thomas, a noted burglar
and forger. Thomas was neither deaf nor
dumb, but pretended tobe so at times to
enlist sympathy and secure contributions
from mipisters and others. Thomas be:
longed to Suspension Bridge, wbere his
family now reside. He served fourand a
half years in Kingstdn penitentiary, being
sent from Hamilton for horse stealing, snd
in St. Thomas was wanted for forgery. He
was a shrewd cook, a mcst intelligent man
and an intimate acquaintance of Shang
Clark. He always euffered from lunpg
troubles, and died a vietim of consumption
His left thumb had been amputated.

The Mexican National Pawn-shop.

Letter in Baltimore dmerican: Afte:
seeing all these things we felt for our
pocketbook, and on taking an inventory wo
tound our Mexican dollars were rapidly evap-
orating. We therefore concluded to visit the
national pawnbroking ectablishment, W2
did not have muoh to pawn, but we weni
there anybow. This is one of the mos!
remarkable institutions in Mexico, and is
well worthy of a visit. It is situated on
Empedradillo street, almost opposite ths
famous Azteo calendar in the wall of one
of the Cathedral towers. This is one of
the oldest edifices in the city, having beea
originally built as private residenoe fcr
Cortes shortly after the conquest. Itretaics
a good deal of its primitive style, and the
mwodern tourist has much to admire in its
quaint old doors, windows, staircases,
osilings, eto. Its founder was Count de
Regia. Don Pedras Terrercs, who, in
1744, endowed the institution with $300,000
out of his private fortune. His object was
philanthropic in every respect, being o
relieve the poor and those whose difficult
giroumstances compelied them to have
recourse to usury. Money is loaned on
very liberal terms, accordivg to the rales
and regulatione of the establishment, the
rate of interest never being lower than 8 or
higher than 12} per cent. per annum, There
are many curious articles stowed away in
the picture, candelabra, silver-plate, time-
piece and miecellaneous rooms, and the
grand vault of the bank contains from
$5,000,000 to $10,000,000 in solid silver aad
goid. The jewellery department contains
oas of the richest and rarest collections in
the world. Pearls, rubies, emeralds and
diamonds in great number dszzle the
visitor's sight. Many of these jewels &re
merely placed here for safety, others for
the consideration of mouey. Bome &re
handed down from the date of the conquest,
and, besides their intrinsic value, are of
great interest to the antiquarian,

A Forest of Puzzle Trees in Chili.

Soon after reaching the first arauoarias
we found ourselves surrounded by them
and all other trees gave way to them,
though the ground was gtill gay with
purple peas and orange orchids, and msny
tiny flowers whose names I did not know,
and which I had not time to paint then—
such flowers when picked die almost
directly. Many hills and the vallays
between were covered with old trees, cover-
ing some miles of space, and there are few
specimens to be found outside this forest.
1 saw none over 100 feef high or 20 feet in
oircumference, and, strange to say, they
seemed all very old or very young. T raw
none of those noble specimens of middle
age we have in some English parks with
their lower branches resting om the
ground. They did not become flat-topped
like those in Brazil, but were slightly doroed
like those of Queensland, and their shiny
leaves glittered in the sunshine, while
their trunks and branches were hung with
white lichen, and the latter weighed down
with big cones, a8 big as one’s head. The
smaller cones of the male trees were shak-
ing off clouds of golden pollen, and were
full of emall grubs, which, I suppose,
attracted the flight of parroquets I saw so
busily employed about them. These birds
are Baid to be so clever that they can find a
soft place in the great shells of the cone
when ripe, into which they get the poirt of
their sharp beaks, and fidget it until the
whole cracks and the nuts fall to the
ground. The most remarkable thing about
the trees was the bark, which was a perfect
child’s puzzle of knobby slabs of different
sizes, with five or six decided sides to each,
and all fitted together with the neatness ot
& honeycomb. 1 tried in vain to find some
system on which it was arranged.—
Pall Mall Gazette,

Polirhing Powder from Anthracite Ashes

Mr. Wm. Ward writes to the editor of
the Iron L1rade Review : Here is an original
recipe for making from anthracite ashes &
polishing powder of much value for polieh.
ing machinery, etc, sift the ashes, ill a
pail onpe-third full of ashes; fill up with
water; stir well; with one-quarter of a
minute for coarse grade, one-half mioute
for medium, three-quarters of a minute for
fine suitable for fine metals ; then pour off
into another vessel tosettle. When set-
tled, pour off the clear water and dry the
sediment any way you please, in a bake.
pan on a stove, but not too quiokly. It is
the best polishing powder in use, and the
cheapest.

_ The Courts of Franoe, it is said, consider
it a libel to overestimate a lady’s age,

A npovelty in Long Ieland farming the
present year will bs the sxtensive cultiva.
tion of peanuts as an experiment.

People eeldom improve when they have
no model but themselves to copy after.—
Goldsmith.

It is a noble species of revenge to have
the power of a severe retaliation and not
to exeroise it.

The popular edition of the Letters of
Princesa Alice and the Memoirs of Prinoess
Charistian have fallen unnoticed.

A groceryman at Keokuk, Xa., who has a
keen eye to business, in subscribing $1 to a
church entertainment, added after his
siguature,  the only place in Keokuk where
you oan get sixteen pounds of sugar for $1.”
Twenty two daugbters at the present
moment live with their father, George
Riddle, in Carrcll county, Mo. Also
eight widows of the nine deceased sons of
the late Capt. George Cook, of Harttord,
still survive.

The small boy feels that it is tempting
Providence for a leading grocery firm to
put large and luscious looking oranges right
out on the sidewalk and label them: *Do
not fail to try these oranges. They are
very mice.”
In Arizona apy perscn who uses profane,
jndecent, vile, or abusive language, or
threats, within the hearing of women or
children, is held liable by law to fine or
imprisonment,
A prize of a gold watoh pu’ up recently
by a tradesman of Qitumwa, Iowa, to any
one guessing the number of seeds in a
certain pumpkin on exhibition was won by
a farmer’s daughter, who guessed the exact
number—494.
The inhabitants of BSt. Petersburg son-
sider themeelves fortunate in bhaving had
an average winter death rate of only 35
per 1,000 of population. 1a London,
where the rate has been recently 19 5 this
would be thought epidemic. The usual
rate for the Russian capital is 40 to 45,
O. W. Irish states in the Iowa Historieal
Record that the word *“Iowa ” doea not
mean *‘Here I rest,” * Beautiful,” nor
"l'l‘hin is tho'plue'i" builthnit menns * The
sleepy ones,” or ** The sleepy people.” The
courage of Mr, Irish may be appreciated
{.l;n: 1t is atated that heis a citasen of
.




