
CHANGES IN THE VIEWS OF CHINESE 
RULERS WITH REGARD TO IT.

The Pol»» ned Kublal Khan la the Thlr
tee nth Centurr—The Jetait Fathers la­
the Sixteenth and Seventeenth—Work 
Undone by Discussions Among Chris

SCHOOL GIRL FIRE BRIGADE. 

Fire drill La becoming quite a popu* 
lar feature of the British school girl’s 
Life as it ndt only Lessens the dan 
ger in case of an outbreak of fire, 

In the year 1260 the father and the but provides a first rate form of ex- 
brotther of Marco Polo returned to j excise in the meantime.
Europe from China after a long stay ! At a leading college for girls, 
in the Orient. They were merchants, I Westfield College Hampstead, one of 
but their advice and counsel bad been | suburbs of London, the pupils,who 
sought by the Grand Khan of Tartary are mostly young women of the strap- 
in his capital city of Cambalus, Pe- P*nfi> English variety, and well able to 
kin. tackle propositions that are usually

Kublsi Khan was a grandson of the °onsidered beyond the feminine 
fierce Jenghiz Khan and had elected *tren#th, have formed a regular fire 
to remain in China as Emperor, while brigade, and have hose and fire ap­
his brothers, nephews and cousins, di- Paia/tua, in the use of which they are 
vided the vast territory that had been drilled kind trained until they have be- 
ovenrrun (by the Tartar hordes be- oome adepts at fighting fires, and 
tween the Caspian Sea andthe Pacific, would no mare think of losing their 
between the Arctic Ocean and the beads in an emergency than would a 
Persian Gulf. The Tartar tribesmen professional fire-fighter. The school 
had conquered people of far higher I drill includes such feats as descend- 
civilization than their own. The Chi- | ltl8 *r(,m the roof of the school-house 
neae of those days were masters of to the lawn, sliding down ropes, low 
many arts and of much learning. The er*nS each other to the ground, from 
problem of Kublai Khan was to con- dizzy heights by means of improvised 
no Lid ate the huge empire of which he apparatus, attending and resuscitat- 
was master and to complete the con- ing ^mse who are supposed to have 
quest of Southern China. Like a great been (>veroome Lu fires, using the hose 
statesman, as he was, he saw the im- | ^ uut»ido of the building, to get
portance of a State religion and he 0CCUHtomed to the work, arousing the 
had many conversations with the Po- hcmse’ and turning the place out-of- 
los in this regard. He heard what doors in the quickest time possible, 
they had to say of Christianity and ajld drilling with the hand pumps and 
approved it. When they returned to the buckets, which are placed ready 
Europe they were the bearers of a fur use in case of a small fire that does 
letter from the Khan to the Pope of not cal1 for ,LS« uf the large
Rome in which the Khan begged the ix'iae-
Pope to send to China, under the guid­
ance of the Polos,

SOME SCORES OF PRIESTS 
and missionaries and educated men. It j 

iwaa the Khan's intention to proclaim 
Christianity a State religion and the 
priests were to be its expounders. 
Those pioneers would soon have been 
followed by cithers, and if this plan 
had been carried out, there is little 
doubt that Christianity would have 
made its way throughout the Empire,

In the college of St. Hilda, the fire 
brigade is made up of about forty of 
the strongest and most self-reliant of 
the pupils, and these are sub-divi led, 

i inito small squads under their own 
officers. It is considered one of the 
greatest honors to obtain a place in 
the fire brigade, and to become an of­
ficer of one of the squads makes the 
girl selected the envy of an entire ool- 

! lege of discarded applicants. The girls 
who belong to the fire brigade have 
certain privileges and are released on•nd that China with its 400,000,000 in-

habitant*, would to-day be a Christian occaAio"e trom tedinu” ,ehoo‘ dulies
country.
How the project failed is well known. 

(The brothers Polo arrived at Acre in 
the year 1269. The Pope was just dead 
Band there was an unusually long in­
terregnum. Only two Dominican 
priests could be found to accompany 

cm to Chine and these two were 1

, for the most interesting frolic of fire 
drill. They don waterproof costumes 

, and revel to their hearts’ content in 
the exercises of the fire drill. The di­
rectors of the fire brigade can have 

' lb in their power to make themselves 
and their crops obnoxious to the rest
of the school, for they can start a fire 

•don affrighted with t"he"per‘li*"of"the “larra at any bour ot the day or niKbt
journey and turned back. Europe sent 
so missionaries, and the Emperor had 
recourse to India. Buddhism, which 
had been In the field for twelve cen- 

, turics, took the place that Christian­
ity failed to occupy, and its hold in 
China is to-day as strong as ever.
Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism* 
dr a mixture of them, are the doc­
trines by which all Chinese, high and 
lew, live and die.

Qnoe more the Christian religion ob- j 
tamed a strong foothold in China. In 
the year 1675 Jesuit miss oua ries were 1 
ecat from Rome to Macao and Goa, I 
and for a hundred years their influ- !
fence steadily grew. During the reign .
, t v.tt iv ,u ■ , range them quickly around the hose,of Louis XIV. in France they had en- • * ,

ormouA power in Oh.ua. The Chiuene i ™ the ,lre pum^' 0,dera Bre glT™ 
Emperor of that day and hi» couuael- »uietly “nd <«u,ckly a“d are pr“mptly
Sors at Peking were deeply impressed i ° ef * , , .. . .. Mw . . . . , . There 1" no loitering, no excitement,by the science and learning of -the !
Sesuiit loaders. Under their direction

and, as no one knows but that it 
a genuine one, there is no shirking by 
anyone at the call to quarters,

On the first signal referred to being 
given bt is the duty of certain girls 
to go through the house alarming the 
drowsy ones, taking the utmost care 
that none of the girls or the servants 
are overlooked In the search. If a girl 
has ta keen it for granted that the 
night alarm Is a bogus one for drill, 
purposes, these searchers are sure to 
find It out, and compel her to join the 
crowd hurrying from the imaginary 
danger. While these girls go through 
the house the officers of the fire 
squads marshal their forces, and ar-

the great astronomical observatory 
pf Pekin was built—or rather the ob­
servatory that they constructed was 
a revival of a still older establish­
ment due to the Tartar astronomers 
of Ulugh Beg’s school.

ITS BEAUTIFUL INSTRUMENTS 
are on the city walls to-day.

The Jesuits found a way to recon­
cile what we call the Chinese worship, 
of ancestors, it is, in fact, not worship 
put simply profound reverence, with 
Christian doctrines. They were mak­
ing many converts. The highest of­
ficials of the Court, and the Emperor 
himself, protected them. Whoever will 
read the memoirs of the time cannot 
fail to conclude that the Jesuits were 
then on the way to evangelize all 
China. The example of the Court and 
of Pekin, would have soon been follow­
ed by the great provincial noblemen 
and cities. It may fairly be said that 
China was once more in the way of 
becoming a Christian country.

The success of the Jesuits In China 
raised up enemies for them in Rome 
and their enemies obtained an edict 
from the Pope declaring that the tol­
eration of ancestor worship was a 
grievous error. The dissensions of 
Jau.seniats and Jesuits in France 
helped to fan the flame of discord. 
Chinese politics was discussed at Port 
Royal as one may ace in the Memoirs 
of St. Simon, fexr Instance. The Jesuits 
in China wore recalled about 1720 and 
they were replaced by other mission­
aries less intelligent, if more ortho­
dox. Once more the Empire of China 
was lost to Christianity.

The noble efforts of our missionar­
ies in recent times are well known to 
es all. This success has not been 
greet, measured by the standard of 
number^, though their progress has 
been efceady, and especially in late ' 
year» very wisely directed. The pres-

til the girls are dismissed and allow­
ed to return to their domitories again.

It is really an impressive sight to 
see the fire-drill at one of these up- 
to-date girls' colleges. The entire 
building will be silent as the tomb, 
every inmate with the captain of the 
fire brigade and ber assistants wrap­
ped in slumber, when suddenly half a 
dozen shrill whistles ring through the 
corridors. This is the fire alarm, and 
the corridors n few minutes later will 
be filled with half-dressed figures, 
hurrying to their positions at fire 
drill. To be awakened in this way is 
the reverse of pleasant, but the feel­
ing of security that the girls have in 
the knowledge that the danger of a 
fire tragedy is reduced to a minimum 
more than makes up for the discom­
fort of the drill.

PUTREFACTION IS LIFE.

Put refaction is probably not death, 
but the contrary,—the life that fol­
lows death or a sort of resurrection. 
The laws of conservation, and of con­
version apply to vital as well as to 
inorganic forces. iFermentation or 
putrefaction is a vital process, recip­
rocally generated by and generating 
inconceivable millions of impalpable 
organisms, which charge the atmos­
phere and are everywhere *1 work, 
transmuting dead organisms into ele­
mentary living ones—and why not 
passing on the vital activity into high­
er forms ?

DENMARK’S CROWN.

(bt is one of the peculiarities of the 
laws of Denmark that the crown must 
be worn by a Christian and a Freder­
ick alternately. The system originat­
ed with Christian II., who reigned 
from 1513 to 1523 ; wad was succeed­
ed by Frederick U

SHOWS THE MARVELOUS EFFECT 
OF RECENT TRAINING.

Slim aid Dl.clpllie Exhibit'd la Addltl.n 
to VaUr-Velcrai Eeropran Command- 
er» Shake Their Head» Over the Qees- 
tloa of lnva*loa.

The stiff fight put up by the Chinese 
forces about Peking and Tien-Tsin, 
whether by the Boxers, or the regular 
troops, has opened the eyes of Euro­
pean and American writers, who, re­
membering the ease with which “Chi­
nese Gordon,’’ marched across the em­
pire with lose than 10,000 men, had 
imagined that the allied armies would 
have an equally easy time. We are 
now awakening to the fact that since 
the Gordon invasion German, Japan­
ese and Russian officers, who have 
been timely employed drilling the na­
tives, have made good fighters out of 
fanatics —always easy to du if you 
know the trick. In consequence of 
dhisj the veteran commanders in 
charge of the various contingents of 
the Powers on the scene are moving 
with great caution. If the few be- 
Leagured foreigners in the coast cities 
earn be saved, they will consider them­
selves exceedingly fortunate, while as 
to proposals of an invasion, of the in­
terior the Generals are dubiously 
shaking their heads,
SUBJUGATION NO EASY MATTER.

The subjugation of the Chinese 
Empire is not to l*$ a matter of a mo­
ment, even if the Powers oome to any 
certain agreement as to apportion­
ment and action. The empire will put 
up a good fight and is overwhelming­
ly the stronger in point of numbers. 
Supposing that the Chinese Empire 
armed in the same proportion as do 
other states, the army of the yellow 
men would be incomparably the larg­
est in the Eastern Hemisphere. Russia 
stands next, then comes France, Ger­
many, Austria, Italy, and, finally, the 
tiny standing army of England. Above 
them all towers the Yellow Giant with 
am army of no less than 5,000,000, or 
the population of London. Fancy 5,- 
000,000 fighting men ! The idea is ap­
palling. This is the size of the army 
which China would possess if she arm­
ed her population in the same propor­
tion as do tile Powers. In France 
there I» one soldier to every eighty 
inhabitants. A smiliar proportion in 
China gives the above.

STAGGERING RESULT. 
Supposing that the inhabitants of ! 

the Flowery Land ware to be roused 
from their torpor and imbued with a | 
military spirit and a desire of con­
quest, what could Europe do to keep 
these myriads of armed men within 
their own borders? Why, all the arm­
ies of Europe pu/t together would total 
up to a number far, far below the 
strength of the Mongolian hosts.

Happily, the Chinese are not a war­
like nation as the pitiable perform­
ances of the imperial troops before 
the redoubtable “ Boxers ” testify at 
the present time, repeating the lesson 
of the Chino-Japanese war. Mr. Har­
old Gorst, au English war corres­
pondent of note, in his informing book 

3 “ China ” refers to the Mongolian 
army " as “ a mere disordered rab­

ble, who took |to their heels and 
scarcely paused to fire a few pebbles 
out of their antiquated matchlocks." 
This does not sound very formidable 
and when we remember that the Cel­
estial soldier is in a chronic state of 
almost mutinous discontent, by reason 
of very much deferred pay, our con­
tempt for the pigtailed heathen as a 
fighter becomes intensified. The Chi­
nese army is really composed of pea­
sants and laborers, who give their 
spare moments—if they have any—to 
military exercises. . . A thorough
drill is under these circumstances out 
of the question, and the exercises 
which are indulged in are better cal­
culated to develop a body of muscu­
lar athletes than an army of trained 
soldiers. Playing catch with dummies, 
marching on parade, blowing calls and 
signals, bawling words of command, 
axe the chief items of drill in the Chi­
nese army. Where is little target 
practice, because it is considered a 
waste of money to expend powder and 
.shot in times of peace.

Yet, despite lack of discipline, the 
teeming millions of China, if armed, 
would be more formidable than at 
first sight appears, and recent events 
have proved that they are learning 
some formidable tricks from their 
teachers.

The Highest Form of the Chinese Execu­
tioner*» Art.

Executing is a favorite amusement 
In China, and the ceremony of Ling 
Chee is the height of the executioner’s 
ar't. First, the criminal is bound to 
a. cross, and, as the wretch with bulg­
ing eyeballs looks upon the scene in 
horror, the gentleman upon whom de­
volves the principal work advances 
with drawn sword. Possibly the of­
fence was a light one, or it may be 
that the wretch has obtained partial 
remission, in which case he will have 
the felicity of being killed in eight 
strokes instead of 24—or possibly 72. 
At the first stroke the executioner 
nimbly whisks off one of the eyebrows 
so neatly as scarcely to draw blood. 
Hey, Presto ! off comes the other. 
With a slight horizontal sweep he 
slashes a shoulder clean from the 
body, performing a Like operation on 
the other side a moment later. Then 
the breasts are similarly treated, and 
with a lunge forward quick as lubri­
cated Lightning the executioner 
plunges his weapon into the victim’s 
hearlt. After that all that remains is 
to decapitate the lifeless and maybe 
still quivering body, and the execu­
tion is complete.

This is the lightest form, of Ling 
Chee. When, however, full Ling Chee 
is performed it is a lengthened busi­
ness, and the various operations of 
the executioner are watched aus keen­
ly by the onlookers as is a great actor 
in a new part on a first night. He 
rises to the occasion feeling that much 
is required of him. When he has re­
moved the breasts as in the first me­
thod he has still a long and expert 
carving operation before him till the 
momenit when he shall dispatch the 
wretch ; each forearm, then each up­
per arm, then a slash from each thigh 
followed by dexterous slashes at each 
calf, and finally after the heart has 
been pierced, the hands, feet and oth- I 
er parts all come under distinct oper 
altlons.

Minor offenders guilty of rebellion 
or murder may get off with strangu­
lation. Crucifixion takes place, but 
the victim is left to die with a string 
tied tightly around his throat.

Methods by Which It Prepnsed to Bring 
Abont a United tenth Africa.

In view of the frequent references 
that have been made in the news from 
South Africa to the Afrikander Bond, 
and of the influence which it exercises 
as an organization in the politics of 
the Cape Colony, a brief account of 
its programme and constitution will 
be of special interest.

The first clause of Its programme 
of principles contains an acknowledg­
ment of the guidance of Providence in 
the destiny of countries and nations, 
and the aim, as given in the second, is, 
under the guidance of Providence, to 
foxm a pure nationality and to pre­
pare the way for a united South Af­
rica. The third, fourth and fifth 
clauses deal with the methods to be 
employed in bringing this about. They 
relate to agriculture, commerce, in­
dustry, labor, education and language, _ ______
and aim at a firm union of the dif- prove that I’ve seen better days, 
ferent European nationalities in 
South Africa. The rights of num­
bers, of property and of intellect are 
acknowledged, and purity of election

Interesting Items.
SPEAKING IN PARABLES.

What sort of a table do they set at 
your house f asked the prospective 
boarder.

Table of waits and measures, said 
Asbury Peppers, in reply. The first 
long, and the latter short.

PEARLS IN COCOANUTS.
In the coooanut palms of the Phil­

ippine Islands small pearls have been 
found, which, like the true pearls, are 
composed of carbonate of lime. Opals 
have also been found in the joints of 
the bamboo.

MERELY JUDICIOUS INVESTMENT.
Angelina, you are spending a big 

lot of money on artistic dies for your 
stationery.

Well, what of it ? If I ever get to 
the poor house I’ll have something tq

WRAPT IN THOUGHT.
The best case of absent-mindedness 

lately heard wasof which we have
politics is prescribed. Paragraph D that of a famous professor. While 
in the fifth clause particularly insists he was crossing the street a watering 
on the right of the South African <*r‘ let its ^ looM him- Tbe

, , , . x, . x, professor quietly raised his umbrellacolonies to regulate their native ques- an(j Walked through two streets before
tions themselves, and paragraph E he discovered that the sun was shin- 
clear ly enunciates the principle that , ing,
“foreign intervention with the local NOT H1S~1fAULT
concerns of South Africa is inadmis- I
sible, thus squaring paragraph B of ] Y°u ma,rried me £or my m0My ! »ba 
clause III. which reads: "To promote . err la i iiumI .
the self-dependence of South Africa." I °h. wel1' bf replied soothingly, don't

t , « .. „ . . , . blame me. I oouldn t get it any oth­in clause 6 the Bond acknowledges ------er way, you know.

CHINESE NEWS BEARERS. 
According to the ancient practice 

welfare and the promotion of tbeTn- 1 ol Oriental monarch», the Chine».
Emperor rewards those who bring 
him good news, and punishes those 
who bring bad news..

the existing Governments and its obli­
gations toward them, but considers 
that they also have duties which they 
are bound to perform for the common

SPEAKING TO KINGS.

Mow Balers Are Addressed 
Humble Servants.

By Their

A RUSH OF VISITORS.
Mistress—Did any one call while l
as out ?
Bridget, the new housemaid — Yis. 

mum; foive led dies an’ two gintlv-

Mistress—Where are their cards?
Bridget — There was no need o’ thim 

lavin’ any.
Mistress—Why not 

know ?
Bridget— Oi was at home.
Mistress—You?
Bridget—Yis, mum. They called on 

me, mum.

I should like to

MOTOR FIRE ENGINE.
The new motor five-eugine of the 

Paris Municipality is doing excellent 
work- It curries six men and travels 
at the rate of 13 miles an hour.

The simple title Madame—reduced, 
in practice, to Ma'am—is all that 
serves, between Queen Victoria and 
her court, to mark the former’s dig­
nity as the ruler of a world-wide Em­
pire. Had Britain a king, he would 
be no more than Sire, the old French 
form of sir, saored to royalty, the 
term Your Majesty is only for ser­
vants and ceremonial occasions.

There are few other courts where 
this wholesome simplicity prevails. 
The Emperor of Germany is Majeataet, 
there is no pronoun In the title even 
to his family, except when in abso­
lute privacy. The Emperor of Aus­
tria is Eure Majeataet, at all times 
and under all circumstances; the King 
of Greece is Votre Majesté—French 
being the court language, and the 
King of Sweden, is Era Majestat. 
Their royal consorts are addressed 
with the same formality.

Only at courts of Belgian and Italy 
may the sovereign be greeted as Sire 
or Madame, though' the etiquette of 
the Russian court permits it when 
the French language is being used. 
When Russian is being spoken, Nicho­
las II. is to his courtiers and officials 
Czar—employed, like the Prussian Ma- 
jestaet, without a pronoun. To the 
lips of a Russian peasant, face to face 
with his sovereign, the time-honored 
Little Father, or Little Mother would 
spring, as would Excellenza, to those 
of an Italian—that melodious south­
ern tongue having no other equiva­
lent for Majesty.

it should be noticed in passing, that 
not even their most privileged cour­
tiers may speak to monarch» unless 
they are spoken to. This piece of 
etiquette does not work out quite so 
stiffly as might be expected; once em­
barked on a conversation remarks and 
opinions may be offered with a due 
amount of tact. But only the sov­
ereign can draw this or that cour­
tier into liis immediate circle or oth­
erwise set the conversational ball rol­
ling. Also, if the person, when first 
spoken to, be not seated, as, for in­
stance, at dinner, it is his duty to 
bow, or, if a lady is the favored one, 
to curtsy. An officer in uniform does 
not bow, or, for the matter of that, 
salute either, instead he straightens 
up like the proverbial ramrod.

tereeta of South Africa. In the sev­
enth and last clause the Afrikander 
Bond announces itself as a self-de­
pendent party ready to co-operate 
with all others when it can do so 
without violation of principles.

The general constitution provides 
for the formation of local bonds in the 
different States and colonies of South 
Africa, and details in ten clauses with 
sub-sections the manner of organiz­
ing and working them.

The Provincial Constitution for the 
Cape Colony deals with all matters of 
organization, finances and representa­
tion, in the Colonial Legislature, in 
fourteen articles with sub-sections.

The aim of Bond was, in view of the 
rapid increase and preponderance of 
the native element in the population, 
to unite the white races with the ulti­
mate intention of forming a South 
African nationality, to lead in time 
by a natural process to the establish­
ment of the United States of South 
Africa. It was to put a stop to the 
progrem of this advanced Idea that 
the suppression of the independence of 
the two republics was determined on 
by the British Government, and the 
reduction of the colonies and States 
of South Africa to the condition of 
crown colonies is to be brought about.

AUSTRIA’S MURDERERS.
Austria is the country most lenient 

to murderers. In 10 years over 800 
persons were found guilty of murder, 
of whom only 23 were put to death.

OCEAN’S BOTTOM.
Recent studies of the ocean bottom 

near the coast line of continents have 
shown that rivers of considerable size 
sometimes enter the sea beneath the 
surface.

OOM PAUL’S SCARF.
On notable occasions Paul Kruger 

wears a big Major General’s scarf 
over his coat, decorated with the 
Prui»ian order of tha Red Eagle of
the Fourth Class and a Portuguese

CHANCE FOR MANUFACTURERS.
The Bavarian Government has just 

set aside the city ordinance prevent­
ing the use of automobiles on the 
streets of Munich. This opens up one 
of the beat German cities for manu­
facturers bf horseless vehicles of every 
sort, and wide awake agents should be 
promptly sent to this field, so promis­
ing because of the large class of weal­
thy residents. Munich is the third 
Largest oity in tile German Empire. 
The streets are well paved, bicycles 
are popular and horses dear.

EYEBROWS AND LNSAM l Ï.
It is said that irregular eyebrows 

are an indication of insanity.

The strike at Rotterdam now in­
involve» 12,000 men.

The Shih of Persia is visiting the 
Czar an St. Petersburg.

Seven terrific earthquake shocks 
took place on Sunday last at Cara­
cas, Venezuela, doing great damage

> the buildings.
There were 9,928 cases of choler- 

in the famine districts in India during
he week ending July 7, of which 6,- 

474 were fatal.
Trouble between British subjects 

and Venezuelans is on the increase at 
Ciudad, Bolivar, according to a Kings­
ton. Jamaica, despatch.

The sister of Edmund Rostand, the 
French dramatist, was robbed of jewel­
lery worth $24,000. Burglars broke in­
to her count ry residence.

The last living descendant of Sir 
Francis Drake has been discovered in 
New Zealand, Mrs. John Angelo nee 
Drake, the wife of a settler.

Bayonets had to be# drawn on New­
foundland strikers in order to unload 
t he cargo of the schooner Hector Mc­
Gregor aft Bvlle Isle. Nfld.

The London Express Lorenzo Mar­
quez correspondent sends the sad 
news that Kruger has had his hair 
cut and his whiskers shaved off.

A Kingston, Jamaica, despatch says 
that after investigation nearly half 
the militia who volunteered for ser­
vice in Ashanti were rejected.

A VICTOR.
I understand he had the best of the 

debate, said one statesman.
Yes, answered the other. He mode 

everybody so sleepy they couldn’t tall|

INTERNAL EVIDENCE.
I wish I knew what woman wrote 

this book.
How do you know a woman wrote D 

at all?
It’s style is so hideously masculine.

HUMAN BONES.
The bones of a human being will 

bear three times as great a pressure as 
oak and nearly as much as wrought 
iron, without being crushed.

A DISTINCTION OF TERMS.
Aren’t you going to give any enter­

tainments of any kind this summer i 
said the visitor.

No, answered Miss Cayenne. As a 
social rule we don’t give. We merely, 
receive.

LOVE OF CHANGE.
Milliner—This hat will last you sev­

eral seasons, Miss Flyhiigh.
Mise Flyhigh—Oh, I don’t want that 

kind of a i hat ; show me one that 
wont be fit to be seen In about four 
weeks.

FLAX INDUSTRY.
New Zealand’s flax industry has re­

vived and flourished exceedingly, ow- 
zng to the war in the Philippines hav­
ing shortened the output of Manila 
fibre.

AN ACCOMPLISHED MUSICIAN.
Aunt: “How are you getting ob 

with your music ?”
Niece : "Well, of course, it wouldn’t 

be proper for me to compliment my­
self ; but some of the neighbours have 
told me that they have stayed awake 
at night for hours listening to my 
playing."

INVITATION NOT TO BE ACCEPTED.
Doesn’t that look inviting ? she ask­

ed as she finished arranging the sofa 
pillows.

Well, I should think it did. he re­
plied as he made a move in that dlrec-

No, no, no, she interposed; you 
mustn’t do that. It’s only one of those 
formal invitations, you know, that’s 
never to be accepted.

NOT WORTH HAVING.
No; he’ll never propose, she said witM 

a sigh.
Why do you say that ? asked her 

dearest friend.
We went rowing in the moonlight 

last evening, and he just rowed and 
rowed and rowed.

Never let the boat drift at all ?
Never once.
Oh, well, in that case, I should say he 

hasn’t sense enough to be worth hav­
ing anyway.

WORN BY QUEEN ELIZABETH.
It is not often that a woman id 

able to array herself im any fabric 
which 300 years ago was the property 
of a queen of England. The Count­
ess of Pembroke had, however, this 
proud privilege at a recent drawing 
ronm. v h n h r in ignifioent white and 
silver gown and light peach velvet 
train were trimmed with old point 
de Flandre which had once belonged 
to an/I had been worn by Queen Eliza­
beth. It is in admirable preserva­
tion, and consists of deep flounce»* 
partly of floral design, and also dis­
playing a terrace walk with birds on 
pedestals—quaint and curious. ^


