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Report of Sir -

ON OPERATING THE RAILWAY.

RECOMMENDS ANOTHER COMMIS-
SION. °

Dear Sir,—I have made a study ot
the raflway situation in ' Newfound-
land, as desired by you, and my sug-
gestions are:

That a contract be entered lnto for
one year, from the 30th June 1921, with

i the Reid Newfoundland Cempany to ! Garden Ptrty is being held ig to raise

operate your railway, without pre=-
judice to former agreements.

That the Reid Newfoundland Com-

pany be required to operate -the rail-
way with the utmost econgmy, con-
sistent with safety and reasonable ser-
vice.
That a capable general manager be
appointed by the Reid Newfoundland
Company to operate the railway and
that the appointment be subject to
your approval.

That a commission of three be form-}
ed with the powers of the Canadian
Railway Commission, except where
such powers would conflict with any
agreement existing between the Gov-
ernment and the Reid Newfoundland
Company. This commission to- ‘deal
with all public utilities in addition to
the railway.

That expenditures on capital ac-
count be made only upon the written
sanction of the Government and that
these works be paid for whea com-
pleted upon a certificate from the Gov-
ernment engineer.

The railway since 1904 to date has
cost to operate, five and three quarfer
million -dollars more than the railway
earned. Of this amount, one million
cix hundred and fifty thousand dollars
was lost during the past year when the
railway was operated by the Commis-
sion appointed by the Government and
one million, three hundred “and thirty-
five thousand. one hundred and seven
dollars and fifty-five cents the year
previous.

During the year ending with this
month wages of employees were in-
creased, rolling stock shop force, main-
tenance men and porters on the 30th
June last; engineers and fireme§ at
the end of September and the station
staff and trainmen at the end of the
year.

The officers of the railway estimated
that the loss on the coming year’s op-
erations will be over two millions of
dollars.

The earnings are falllng and the
railway’s traffic officers place the de-
crease to be expected at” almost half
the present receipts. I believe their
estimate is too pessimistic and have
made my calculations on a more hope-
ful outlook.

To operate the railway at the min-
imum cost, consistent with safety and'
reasonable service, certain changes in
operations must follow, which have
been placed before the Reid Newfound-
land Company in the form of sugges-
tions.

That the Government agree to pay
the actual less from operating the M-
way during the coming year, but that
should the loss exceed one and a half
million dollars that such excess should
be horne by the Reid Newfoundland
Company.

The very large expenditure that was
proposed, to place heavier rails on the
line, should be deferred. The rails on
the Fortune Bay branch (never oper-
ated) should be taken up and used for
replacing worn rails.

For a number of years to come the
rails at present. on your railway will
answer by anchoring them either by
substituting angle bars for the fish
plates now in use, by rail anchors or
by slotting the rails at the ends to hold
the joint on the tie. I recommend that
the rails be slotted, which can be done
cheaply as they lay and that only suf-
ficient angle bars for one hundred
miles of track be purchased to sub-
stitute fish plates on swamps and such
places where the most difficulty is ex-
perienced in preventing the rails run~-
ning.

A series of light snow sheds, through
21d side hill, to the extent of abouta
mile should be constructed west of

Avondale. Much deldy fo traffic avoid-
d and economy will result.

So soon as money is available, a coal
handling plant should be erected at
Argentia. One suitable to the present
pnd prospective tonnage to be trans-

erred.

If you are unable to enter into & con-
ract with the Reid Newfoundland

ompany, or believe it undesirable to
0 50, there is only operation by the
overnmertt left. Tn 'view of the un-’
Ortunate results whlch have come
rom Government Operation of rail-
"ays in Canada, the United Statel.,
reat Britain and elsewhere I imagine !

0u would prefer to go some lengths |
efore embarking upon such l.n nndor-

Bking,
Yours truly,
(Sgd.) GEORGH MY

Onourable Sir Richard A. Squires, K. ! |
CM.G. Prime Minister, St Mn'l. H

Newfoundland.

Shlppmg thu.

S.8. Digby a.rﬂved at uverpool cu

lday last, and jeaves for th!l m
b Saturday.

" fom our adver-
tisement, the .Ayro Athletic Associ-
ation Gardgn Party will-be held at
the beautiful grounds of Bwokﬂow,
junction of Waterford and Old Pla-
cenfla Road (a- ﬂoﬂoul\ spot) -on

Wednesday -afternoon, July 13th.
Now the purpose. for which this

funds to complete that beautiful and
attractive Educational Property,
formerly known as Coady’s Farm, on
Pennywell Road, and so generously
presented to the Methodist College by
Charles P- Ayre, Bsq. Extemsive al-
terations and {improvements last
year to the extent of $10,000.00, not
including the cost of property, have

been made to beautify and regulate | -

these grounds, which include Football
Square, Baseball Diamond, Regular
Measured Racing Course, L&wn Ten-
nis Greens, Bow! Greens, etc., for the
improvement of the college students
in the outdoor sports af life, but more
is yet to be dome to complete the
grounds, and when we inform the
public that these grounds will be ex-
clusively used as the exercise grounds ;
for the pupils of the Methodist Col- i
lege to develep their physical powers
g0 as te fit them for theymore strenu-
ous college studies, we think the ap-
peal to all Newfoundlanders to help
make this Garden Party the very best
yet financially will not be in-vain.

‘It is only necessary to show the
Newfoundlanders that something is!
being done to provide for our boys!
and girls, the men and women of to- |
morrow, when we feel the “tall willi
be responded to nobly. '

In case you forget the date, remem- '
ber it is WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, |
July 13th, gt Brookfield, on the field !
owned by The Department of Agri-,i
culture, and so very generously puti
to the use of the Association. This !
field is just five minutes’ walk from;
Bowring Park, and is really a beau-i
tiful spot to hold such a Garden|
Party, as ample space is provided for |
everything.

Trains and Busses are running all
day, so that nobody need worry about
getting in and out. Be sure and re-
member the date, WEDNESDAY WAF-
TERNOON, the 13th of July, at Brook-
field.—advt,1 z

L d L ] °
Legislative Council.
' MONDAY, July 4.

The Session opened at 4.30 p.m.

A Bill entitled, “An Act respecting
the maintenance aof cex;tain Public
Roads.” was given a Second Reading.

This_ Bill legalizes the transfer of
ten thousand dollars to the Newfound-
land Road-Commission.

An Indemnity Bill was deferred from
Second Reading.

A Bill entitled, “And Act respecting
the appointment/ of a Temporﬁry Com-
mission for the City of St. John’s” was
introduced and ‘passed through all
stages, with ‘slight amendmerffs to the
verbiage. )

The House adjourned at 5 p.m. un-
til‘thia afternoon at 4 o’clock.

" A Big Fish.

WERE THE SCALES INSPECTED?

A few days ago & fisherman 73t
Manuels, while casting caplin, was
agreeably surprised to find a twenty~
two pound: Lochleven trout in his
seine. This is no holiday yarn, but
reality, as- our informant had the
pleasure of sampling the fish at din-
ner on the following day, and pro-
nounced it dellclous. :

Home News

F roﬁ ’\broad

At the House yesterday 'afowsoom,
Sir Michael Cashin read an article
from the North Sydney Herald which.
stated that Mr. D. Jas. Davies, Gov-
ernment Analyst, was head of the
Fisheries Scientific Research Bureau
inaugurated by the Nfid. Government.
Thir,iqhe first intimation the public
has teceived of this new pbst, but
then, all our local news of the doings
of the Government comes from
abroad nowadays. We wonder if the
Executive knew anything.about jt.

S Ferm leayasydn" to-dw m, ‘

's Contert with coal
Bid. Nfid. Co,

-m-:..;;..a

m “per Ib. on imported fish.
‘Opposition members ‘spoke at

ngth on this matter which 18 &
serious ome than the general mxmo
m reanze. During the hight, session
manl Bm-"wou put - through the
‘Committeé stage. Amongst them was
the Arsentu Rallway Bill which was
again discussed at some length.,

The Houge met at 3, 15 p.m.

The Bill respecting thc appointment
of a temporary Municipal Council was
passed under ' suspended rules. The
Bill is as follows:—

(1) “The Governor in Counecil shall
have power to appoint a Com-
mission consisting of seven per-
sons to administer the Municipal
affairs of the City of St. John’s
from the expiration of the term,
of the present Commjssion until
the Council elected under the
proposed City Charter shall as-
sume office.

The said Co-mn&oﬂ shall have
all the powers, rights and duties
yested in the St. John’s Muni-
cipal Council under the Muhicip-
al Acts relating to St. John’s
and the Chairman chosen by the
said Commission shall stand in
place of and have, exereise and
perform all {he powers, rights
and dutles of the Mayor under
the said Municipal Aets.” ,
.Before the Bill passed Mr, Higgins
paid a tribute to Mr. W, G. Gosling, the
retiring Mayor for his work in the in-

: terests of the city. M» Bennett as-

sociated himself with Mr. Higgins re-

marks.~The Prime Minister joined in
the eulogy of Mr. Gosling. After ithe

Bill had been read a third time the

Prime Minister 'labled Sir George

{ Bury’s report on the Railway ‘which

is published in aneother column. .He

withdrew his notige of motion for &

Commission and said that he would in-

i troduce Resolutions to deal with the

{question on Wedr.esday

The following Bill was read a first
i time, “An Act to amend Chapter 210
of ‘the Consolidated Statutes (3rd Ser-
ies)" entitled “Of Warehouse Receipts
and other Securities in the Possession
of Banks.”

The Prime Minister informed .Sir
Michael Cashin that the inferest on
debentures due at the end of,the past
month was taken out of th® Revenue
of the then current year.

My, Coaker tabled a reply to Sir
Michael Cashinis question with respect
to Mr. D. Jas. Davies, Sir- Michael ask-
ed for Mr. Davies’ report. He asked if
it were-correct that a tax had been put
on fish and fish products entering the
United@ States. If if wer true'it was’
one of thdnost severe blows the coun-
try had received. He wanted to know
why the Report of Messrs. Collishaw
and Devine with respect to their mis-
sion to Washington had not yet been
tabled.

The Prime Minister said Mr. Devine's
report would be tablea to-day. He also
stated that a special commission con-
sisting of Messrs. Eugene Outerbridge,
W. C. Job and J. M. Devine™had been
appointed to confer on the matter' and
that Mr. Outerbridge had been further
commissioned to go to Washington.

Sir Michael Cashin thought it a joke
to send men ltke Messrs. Collishay
and Devine to represent Newfound-
land on so important a commission. It
was now too late to do anything in the
matter. He asked Mr. Coaker-if it were
not true that $5.00 a gtl. duty had been
put on our. fish going into Spain. Re-
ferring again to the erican embargo
Sir Michael said thaf we were.a good
customer of the U.S.A. and everything
was in our favour. The Prime Minister
had stated that Sir Edgar Bowring
would soon be in Halifax and woiuld
be sent to Washington on this Com-
mission, Sir Bdgar Bowring was the
right sort of man to have on this com-
mission but it was now too late. The
work of men like Bond, Whiteway and

rris was wasted. He wouldn't be

urprised to hear that the Govern-

ment’s first knowledge of this new
tariff was gleaned from the = public
messages. It meant millions to this
country and no move had yet been
made. Not & sound had been heard
from the.other lﬁe of the House, It
was ridiculous.

Mr. Coaker attempted an explana-
tion. He told Sir Michael Cashin that
Mr. Devine had 'been fully supplied
with statistics before he  stated our
“SO/ H § ", 3

Sir Michael: asked that the stitistics |
and instructions given Mr. Devine be
tabled. -

Mr. Higgins sugddated to ghow the
Oppositions attitude is' not merely
crithal that ome of thai
leave the “House so a8

member of the Goyernmen tb Bolw !

-ment’s inaction. Was the Governmefit

| have done as well. -

ernment nd not ;ct.j ‘sooner in the
mattef. There was no doubt that it

got recently, and he believed it was.
more serious even than the Raflway
question. Messrs. Devine and Collishaw
may be alright but no notice ‘could be

without credentials. \ It had already
been stated that certain gentlemen had

matter. Thess men wers acting on their
own initative. The Executive had real-.

would take Mr. Coaker back to the He-

price of fish up. It was the purchase of
green fish on the West Coast which

Newfoundland. To-day green fish could
not be sold to the ‘United States and as ;
a consequence, Oporto would be glut-
ted. Prices would comé right down.

certain things must be done to keep up|
prices of fish in this country. During:

ment did not act thongh they knew.
that after Harding’s election this tariff
would go on. And the best men - we
could find to represent us on the Com-
mission were Collishaw and Devlne
The Government had never received a
worse castigation than it had on this
matter. He was sqrry-for the Prime
Minister. It was the old story of the
over loaded horse. He wasg trying to do
too much and had overlooked one of
the greatest factors in the marketing
of Newfoundland fish. If the whole
Executive were now sent up to Wash-
ington it would be too late. What it

ture could tell but it was a calamity.
He was sorry that the Government
should allow such things to pass their
notice. We had been sending boys to
undertake men’s jobs. A road was now
being built from Badger to Hall’s Bay
to bring.up Scotch Cure herring. What
was the use of going on with it? We
would sell no more herring to U.S. He
asked the Prime Minister to bring all
the official documents on this -matter
to the House t%see if it were poasmle'
to save something. Rather than allow
the Government to be embarrassed he
supported Mr. Higgin’s suggestion that
a man be paied off from the Opposition.
If all information were brought down
and a man sent to Washington it might
do some good but he feared it was {oo
late. He concluded by asking for. in-
formation concerning the Spanish em-
bargo. 4

Capt. Lewis also referred to the U.S.
tariff on Newfoundland fish. He said
that ‘the calamity could not be exag-
gerated especlally as we were already
fice to face with disaster. He thought
it ridicwlous that men like Messrs. De-
vine and  Collishaw had been sent fo
represent us. He wag greatly surprised
at the inaction of the Government on
the matter. It was quite time for them
to act. The Americans should be al-
lowed to use our bait and in return
they might take the embargo off our
fish,

Mr. Walsh thought there was some
ulterior motive behind the ' Govern-

trying to compel us to enter into con-
federation with Canada? With respect
to Sir George Bury's report he stated
that any porter on the railway could

Mr, Archibald felt that the Govern-
had- no report to table on the Colli-
shaw-Devine mission. He said it was

him to leav'e the Government ranks.
If the Government continued this sort
of thing the fishérmen would rise and
put them out. The only thing that some
of the Government members had back-
ing them were the seats they were sit-
ting on. Was it the Government’s in-
tention to destroy the country? He
served notice on the Government that
if thig sort of thing continued he would

George Bury’s report and = wondered
how much he would get for it. He

Humber deal would go through after

| was that the Government had done no-
thing on the fishery tariff ‘matter be-
yond sending Messrs. Couilluw and
Devine to Washington, With-regard to-
the 3(,000 000 loan he said that pnul it
was made, not an ‘Executive mem.ber

was one of the heaviest blows we had

expected to be paid them if they went §f
now gone from New York on this same 2.

ly forgotten about the country.  He .

bate Some years ago on what put the' &

made Oporto such a strong market for ¥

He felt that Mr. Coaker realized that -

that Gentleman'’s absence the Govern-| &

would cost us in dollars omnly the fu- ||

only ome of thé things which had led | B

put the position before the Hr. Grace |
people and let them see what was be-| fu
ing done with them. He refeyed to Sir{

wouldn’t be surprised to hear that the |
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“the House closed. His candid opinion |

mnmnsm«am

Nafternoon cumn was taken up by the

a nmumpqm
cssalon took place oh"tie nnn‘id Cus-

knewa&thing of it. What had the me

ulsolnomlmo.smllyh
sion took place on this the members]
for Placentia being particularly inter-
ested. The Bill was-put through com-
mimmwm-mrumﬂ
Qrﬁgmwadmmld' er-
muaumn arose over tho men

"fm ‘Omble asked the Attorney
Gem if the proposed railway r:so-
lution$ would * be govermed by 'Sir
l George Bury’s report‘md Was answer-
ed in the afirmative “If that be so,”
said Sir Jobn, “poor old Newfound-
land. She is gome.” He hoped to have |
opportunity to-day to lay some start-
mmmmmmummﬁ ;




