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shall esteem it a great 
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SECOND DISTRICT OF KING’S.

A Splendid Convention.

Pursuant to notice, a Lib­
eral-Conservative Convention 
for the Second District of 
King’s County, was held in the 
Hall at Morel l on Thursday 
fast. The Convention was 
attended by a large number 
of delegates and other repre­
sentative Conservatives from 
different parts of the district, 
and the utmost unanimity and 
enthusiasm prevailed. The 
meeting was called to order 
by Mr. Andrew Lewis, con­
vener. On motion Mr. Jas 
H. Dingwell was called to the 
chair, and Mr. James B, Me 
Donald was appointed Secre­
tary.

The Chairman explained 
the purposes for which the 
meeting had been called, to 
nominate two candidates to 
oppose the Government in the 
next Provincial election. He 
then called upon the two old 
candidates, Messrs. Me Isaac 
and McEwen, to address the 
meeting. Both the former 
candidates addressed the 
meeting at some length, deal­
ing with the different public 
questions, and animadverting 
upon the maladministration of 
the Government. Both speak 
ers called attention to the fact 
that the Premier of the Prov­
ince had died since the notice 

-of the Convention had been 
published. They pointed out 
that while strenuously oppos­
ing the policy and adminis­
tration of Mr. Peters, they 
had no personal animosity to 
wards him, and took advant­
age of that opportunity to offer 
their sympathy to the bereav­
ed family of the deceased. 
The addresses of the speakers 
were admirably received and 
warmly applauded by the aud­
ience. Excellent brief ad­
dresses were delivered by Mr. 
Andrew Lewis and Mr. Henry 
Mooney.

At the conclusion of these 
addresses, Mr. Edward Jar­
dine, of Morell, moved that 
Mr. James Me Isaac be the 
councillor candidate at the 
next election. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. John B. 
McEwen, of Greenwich, and 
being put by the chairman was 
unanimously and enthusiastic­
ally carried. Mr. Andrew 
Lewis moved that Mr. Harvey 
D. McEwen b‘e the candidate 
for Assemblyman.^ The mo­
tion was seconded in the same 
breath by Mr. David Larkin 
and Mr. Vincent Sutherland, 
all of St. Peter’s. The chair­
man put the motion and again 
there was a unanimous and en­
thusiastic confirmation.

The candidates then thank­
ed the assembled electors for 
the nominations so splendidly 
tendered them, and dwelt at 
some length upon the condi 
tion of the district and the 
bright outlook for the opposi 
tion at the next election. 
Brief appropriate addresses 
were delivered by Mr. James 
A. McAdam, Mr. John Mc­
Gregor and Mr. Robert 
Carmichael. A vote of thanks 
was tendered the chairman, to 
which he suitably replied; 
rousing cheers were given for 
the Conservative party and 
for the candidates, and then 
the meeting adjourned all 
hands being in the best of 
good humor.

London advices of the 8th
inst. say that the Tariff Re­

form League had 1,500 dele­
gates at their annual meeting, 
and judging from the enthu­
siasm manifested by all pres­
ent, the protectionists are 
more' than satisfied with the 
progress of the movement 
which its founder declared had 
surpassed his mosf'sanguine 
expectations. Viscount Rid­
ley, President, made an ad­
dress, in which he referred to 
the support'given the move­
ment by the educated classes. 
The principal resolution, em­
bodying the Tariff Reform­
ers “ Confession of fiscal faith” 
which was declared to be the 
official policy of the Unionist 
party, was carried by acclam­
ation. The results of recent 
by elections plainly indicate 
that the members of the asso­
ciation have good reason for 
being elated and that the 
basis of their hopes is not 
merely theoretical but of an 
eminently practical nature. 
In the Ross Division of Here 
fordshire Captain Olive Con 
servative defeated Mr. 
Thompson, Liberal, by a ma 
jority of 1,118, The contest 
took place on account of the 
death of Mr. Gardner, Liber 
al, who in 1906 defeated Olive 
by 612. Within two years 
this adverse majority has 
been converted into a Conser 
tive majority of 1,000 in favor 
of the same Conservative can 
didate. Only a couple of 
weeks ago another remark 
able Conservative victory 
took place. Mid Devon had 
been apparently hopelessly 
Liberal. In the four 
preceding elections, the 
Liberal majorities had been 
404 ; 771 ; and 1283 ; but on 
January 17th, just past, it 
elected captain Bell, Conser­
vative with a majority of 559. 
Both Olive and Bell took 
strong ground for tariff reform 
and their triumphant election 
shows that public opinion in 
Britain is strongly swinging 
in that direction.

Although four months and 
a half have elapsed since the 
close of the Provincial Gov­
ernment’s financial year, there 
is no sign of the public ac­
counts, nor of any official 
statement concerning the 
financial condition of th@ Provr 
ince. Neither is there any 
announcement as to the meet­
ing of the Legislature, al­
though we have reached the 
middle of February. The 
Royal Gage^te simply con­
tains the formal proclamation 
that the House stands pro­
rogued untjl the 15Q1 of Feb 
ruary. Surely it is high tune 
the public knew something 
about the financial standing 
of the Province for the fiscal 
year that terminated 00 Sep­
tember 30th. last.

On the 7th inst., the ques­
tion of the cost of the Hills­
borough Bridge was under 
discussion in the House of 
Commons. The matter came 
up in the form of an enquiry 
by Mr. Reid M. P. for Gren­
ville Ont, who reiterated a 
serious of questions previous­
ly asked by Mr. Martin, M. P. 
for Queens, relative to tenders 
and cost of this structure. It 
will be remembered, as we 
said in a previous issue, that 
in answer to these questions 
the Leader of the Governr 
ment said the cost of the 
Bridge was $1,363,085,57. It 
was further stated that Mr. 
Haney had still an unsettled 
claim against the Government, 
amounting to $393,821.04. 
This claim has been submitted 
to Mr. Schreiber, former 
deputy Minister of Railways, 
a sole arbitrator. Mr. Reid 
considered it was not fair to 
submit the disputed claim to 
Mr. Schreiber, as he W45 the 
man, who had prepared the 
Original estimate of the cost of 
the Bridge. A lengthy dis­
cussion ensued, participated 
in by several members. Mr. 
Martin M. P. for Qveens went 
into the matter thoroughly 
and pointed out that when the 
bridge was first proposed the 
estimated cost was $500,000.

The next estimate was 
$700 00c, ond still later esti­
mate was $750,000. He 
showed that the superstruc­
ture was second hand and had 
done duty on the Intercolon 
ial for thirty years. Notwith­
standing this fact and in face 
of the different previous es­
timate the cost, as at pres­
ent presented is nearly 
$2,000,000. In connection 
with the bridge was the cost 
of the Murray Harbor Rail­
way. The estimated cost of

this branch was $ 12,000 a 
mile ; but when the road was 
completed it was found to 
have cost $31.000 a mile. He 
had no hesitation in saying 
that somebody raked off three 
quarters of a million on the 
bridge and other three 
quarters of a million on the 
railway. Mr. Martin review­
ed the whole subject at 
length ; but our space forbids 
us from saying anything more 
on the subject at present.

The Surrender to Japan.
Canada Gave up Control of Her Immigration.—And now 

Depends on Japanese Forbearance.

CONSERVATIVES REFUSED.

Imperial Government Did Not Ask it.—Japan Was Ready 

to Make the Treaty Without It.—Laurier Govern­

ment Alone Responsible.—And Now Becomes a Sup­
pliant to Japan.

SIR WILFRID’S BACK DOWN.

Compelled to Produce Papers He Had Refused.—Docu, 
meats Reveal Two Offers m Same Hand With Amount 

Filled in Later.—Suspicious 5Way of Opening Tend­

ers.—2,400 Square Miles Of Timber Goes to Specula­
tors at Their Own Price----They Hold Half the North­

west Timber Supply.—No One Else Had a Chance to 
Buy.

Timber Worth $500.000 Sold for
$500

The Western Settler Must Pay lor all.—Committee of In­
quiry Demanded.

ANOTHER INJUIRY BURKED

Government Supporters in Committee Choked Off In­

vestigation of Political Company.—Which Paid $64 
Each for Machines and Sold to Militia Department for 

$250. Sir Fred Borden, Mr. Pugsley and Chairman 
Carvell Apply the Gag,

Ottawa, 1, 1908
At 3 o'clock on Wednesday 

rooming January 29th, the House 
of Commons by a straight party 
vote rejected the following motion 
proposed by Mr. Borden respect­
ing the Japanese treaty ;

“That the ratification of the 
said treaty of 1906 was almost 
immediately followed by a great 
influx of Japanese labourers into 
Canada ;

That in tfie opinion of this 
House, Canada should not enter 
into or accede to any treaty which 
deprives parliament of the control 
of immigration into this country ;

That this House, while express­
ing its profound appreciation of 
the friendly intentions and courte­
ous assurances of the Japanese 
government, and while declaring 
its sincere desire for the most cor­
dial relations with tfie Japanese 
people, desires nevertheless to 
record its strong protest from des­
tructive invading competition ex­
cept by entreating the forbear­
ance and aid of a foreign govern­
ment.”

BY FAVOUR OF JAPAN.

4Jr. Rordep and other speakers 
showed, and the government coulfi 
not deny that the present situa­
tion is described in the above 
motion. Mr, LePWgx has return­
ed from Japan with an arrange­
ment of which the only record is 
contained in a letter from the 
Japanese foreign minister, who 
makes the following statements.

The existing treaty between 
Japan and Canada absolutely 
guarantees to Japanese subjects 
full liberty to enter, travel and 
reside in any part of the Domin­
ion of papadfr.

It is not the intentien of the 
Japanese government to insist 
upon the complete enjoyment of 
these guaranteed rights.

The Japapese gqypri)ipeqt 
decided to restrict emigration anfi 
will meet the desires of the Do­
minion government as far as is 
compatible with the spirit of the 
treaty and the dignity of the 
state.

It is not possible for Japan to 
acquiesce further in the proposals 
made by Mr. Lemieux,
NO GUARANTEE FOR THE 

FUTURE
This is all that Mr. Lemieux 

could obtain. It is a refusal of 
some things that Mr. Lemieux 
asked. It grants as a favour a 
restriction of Japanese emigration 
to Canada so far as Japanese 
dignity and the spirit of the treaty 
ailowSj and the Japanese govern 
ment politely offers to consider 
labour conditions in Canada in 
dealing with the matter. At 
present it is Japanese policy to 
keep the pgopfe at bom». Japan 
is restricting or preventing emi­
gration to the United States 
Mexico and all foreign countries 
This policy may or may not con­
tinue. Japan, like other countries 
is subject to changes of policy ahj 
changes of government, but Can­
ada has surrendered to Japan the 
rjgfit to saj whether laborers and 
how many of thejp shall poqje po 
this country, This is the surren­
der which the Conservatives in 
Parliament have condemned and 
the Government majority has ap- 
prflvpfi,
THE CONSERVATIVES RE­

FUSED.
In 1894 the treaty between 

Great Britain and Japan was sign­
ed. It did not apply to the self 
governing colonies unless they 
should ratify it. In 1895 the Im­
perial gpyprpmept submitted the 
treaty to Canada and in doing so 
called attention to the immigra­
tion clauses.

The Conservative government 
then in power in Canada declined 
tp give qp thg COUtrpl qf immigra­
tion and the Imperial government 
was informed that should Canada 
adhere to the treaty it would adopt 
a proviso reserving the power to 
regplate qr restrict immigratiop 
of labourers including artisans 
This statement was transmitted 
to Japan.

J’HB TIME TO ACT.
So the matter stood when the

Laurier Government took office. 
In October, 1896, the Imperial 
Government informed the govern 
ment of Canada that Japan agreed 
to British colonies reserving the 
right to legislate concerning “the 
immigration of labourers and ar­
tisans.” On these terms Queens­
land accepted the treaty and Can­
ada might have done so. But the 
Laurier Government took no ac­
tion, then nor for nine years after­
ward.

THERE WAS STILL A 
CHANCE. '

In 1605 the Colonial Secretary 
of the Home Government stated 
that Japan wished to know 
whether Canada desired to adhere 
to the treaty under the same 
terms as Queensland which would 
leave Canada with the absolute 
power to restrict. The Imperial 
Minister asked whether the Can­
adian government desired the 
treaty with this protection or pre­
ferred to take it without reserve 
“as would appear to be the ease 
from speech of Minister of Agri­
culture in Canadian Parliament." 
Mr. Fisher had declared in Par­
liament that the Canadian govern­
ment had no intention of restrict­
ing Japanese laborers coming into 
Canada, and would be satisfied 
with the treaty as it stood.

A DELIBERATE CHOICE

The Laurier Government did 
not answer this despatch of July 
14tb, 1905, but on the 5th of Sep­
tember following telegraphed to 
the Home Government through 
the Governor-General “My Prime 
Minister earnestly hopes that you 
will press the immediate entry of 
Canada into the Anglo-Japanese 
treaty.” To this the Colonial 
Secretary replied that his Govern­
ment had not yet learned whether 
Canada wanted the treaty with or 
without the immigration authority 
reserved. This time he was told 
that the Government of Canada 
was “prepared to adhere absolute­
ly and without reserve to the 
treaty,”

JAPANESE LABORER 
AND ALL

The ratification followed on 
those lines.

This is how Canada surrendered 
to Japan the right to say how 
many Japanese labourers may 
come to this Country. The sur­
render was refused by the Con­
servative government of Canacja. 
It was made by the LaUrier Gov­
ernment. It was not done at the 
request of the Imperial authori­
ties or even of Japan. The Gov­
ernment of Japan was ready to 
make the treaty with Japanese 
immigrants excluded. The Im­
perial Government over and over 
again suggested that form of 
treaty and pointed oqt thp danger 
of the full surrender. It was an 
absolutely voluntary and unneces­
sary concession. Now we have a 
Canadian Minister going to Japan 
to beg that Japan will wave the 
right thqt fijs own Government 
insisted on giving. vWe have the 
Japanese Minister politely declin­
ing the Canadian proposition but 
consenting to limit the departqre 
of Japqqese so far as it suits 
Japan to do so. This is the record 
which the majority in the House 
has approved, after Mr.. Borden 
and other opposition members had 
read the documents clearly setting 
forth the above tacts,

A GOVERNMENT BACK 
DOWN.

The very first incident of this 
week was the unconditional sur­
render of the Government in the 
matter of the original documents 
regarding timber leases, which 
papers were refused last week 
and the week bçfor*. Twiçe ip 
division of the House the Gov­
ernment forced its followers to 
support the policy of secrecy. But 
in the end, confronted with an 
opposition fieterqiippfi that no 
money should he voted until the 
question of the right of Members 
to ebtain information was settled 
right, Sir Wilfrid backed down. 
The ^reaper learned v?.hat wag 
thought in the country about this 
policy of concealment and found 
the suspicion and distrust created 
was move damaging than the facts 
could be. So he brought down 
the papers himself. He laid them 
on the table of the house for the 
inspection of any members who 
fiesjred to gqe tbeip. This is al) 
that was desired or asked by Mr. 
Ames, who had repeatedly told 
the Government before the papers 
were refused that he was willing 
to take them in that way,

WHAT THE PAPERS RE­
VEALED.

Then was disclosed what seem­
ed to be the reasoq for tfiç Gov­
ernment rpslstence. Jh® original 
record of one timber lease gave 
information that could never have 
been obtained from the copies, 
There were three tenders for this 
limit. A. W. Fraser a lawyer of

Ottawa, for an undisclosed client 
offered $1,000. There was an 
offer from the McDonalds of 
Ottawa of $6,430, and finally a 
bid of $7 000 by Mr Nolan of 
Montreal, to whom the limit was 
awarded.

According to the copies pre­
viously brought down everything 
was regular. But the original 
shqwe that the highest offer and 
the lowest one were written by 
the same hand, on the same kind 
of paper, signed by the same 
person with different names and 
that the amount of the highest 
bid was written at a different time 
and with .different ink. If we 
suppose that the persons interested 
in thoso two tenders had been 
able to learn the amount of the 
intermediate offer and to have 
one filled in at a figure a little 
above it, this is exactly the way 
the record would appear. The 
transaction occnred in 1903 when 
Mr. Sifton was head of the De­
partment and Mr. Turriff now M. 
P. wae Commissioner of Lande.

THIS IS SUFFICIENT.
Now two years ago Mr. Ingram 

and Mr. Borden were discussing 
timber lease systems, and con­
demned the practice of the de­
partment respecting the opening 
of tenders. They showed that 
tenders were opened by the Com 
missioner of Lands alone in his 
room whereas there should be 
present other officials and the 
tenderers if they desired it. 
Under the practice it was possible 
for the official in charge to receive 
from some friend a tender in 
blank with instructions to fill it 
up with an amount a little higher 
than any other offer. They both 
stated then that they had heard 
charges of this kind. In the dis­
cussion of this week attention was 
called to this suspicious method 
in its relation to the double ten­
der ; and to Mr. Oliver’s admission 
that he had received complaints 
against it.
INVESTIGATION DEMANDED.

The whole question of timber leases 
was brought up on Thursday by Mr 
Like on a motion that a committee of 
nine members should be appointed to 
inquire into all matters of the disposal 
of timber land and berths. Mr. Lake, 
Mr. Ames, Mr. Haggart, Mr. Perley, 
Mr. McCarthy, Mr. Herron and 
others made some startling exposures 
in this connection. They showed 
the following among other things t""

More than half of the timber land 
leased in the whole North-West is 
held by speculator and not by 
operators.

On 75 per cent, of these limits not 
a stick of timber has been cut.

Among areas so held by specu­
lators are 300 square miles round 
Lake Winnipegosis containing most 
of the reserve supply fqt the Winni. 
RCg district, |oo square miles on 
Carrot River, 500 North of Prince 
Albert, 300 on the North Saskatch­
ewan, 400 on the Athabaska, 350 on 
the Peace River and nearly all of the 
available timber on the proposed liqç 
of the G.T.p,

EASY CHANCE TO SPECU­
LATORS.

Practically all these lands were 
alienated before there was any de­
mand for them for lumber purposes, 
before they were accessible for use, 
before the government had explored 
them or knew their value and before 
they were known to operators.

They were put up at the demand 
of speculators, in quanti.ies of jq to 
500 square mil-- with large privilege 
of selection, obscurely advertised, 
and with the time between the adver­
tisement and the date of opening the 
tenders too short for a genuine pom 
petitor to eruise the lands or even to 
reach them. Some of the very best 
limits were effared at a season when 
it was impossible to get to them.

In many cases there was no com­
petition and the timber was practical 
ly given aygay on a single offer of the 
speculator who first asked for it. In 
others the competition was fictitious 
with suspicion of departmental collu^ 
sion, and in al) thççe vat no genuine 
attempt to sell the eoncessioni on 
business principles. Though no time 
was allowed after notice and before 
aale, the purchasers have been given 
three and four years to make tbçif 
^election,

One concession given away for 
$500 it now held for $500 000. The 
one which went to Mr. Nolan riot 

$7,000 is valued at from $jee,‘eeo 
to $600 000, and 10 on throughout 
the whole 2,400 square miles con 
taining nearly half of the known 
timber resources of the West.

Members of fgrliatfleqt and Sen 
alors supporting the government, with 
their relatives and their political and 
business associates, are found to be 
interested in limits 10 obtained.

SUB-TA^GBjr INQUIRY 
BURKED.

In the Public Accounts Committee 
the majority is again burking inquiry. 
This time it is the sub-target contract 
under which the government is pay» 
ing each for machines which
the contractors have farmed out to 1 
Sherbrooke factory at $64. The 
Sub-Target Company which baa the 
çontraet U eapltaliand at $jjoo,eey, 
all of which stock was paid qp wi h 
$4 500 in cash and notes. The pro-

The Always Busy Store.

Radical Reductions !
— ON OTJR —

WHOLE STOCK !
Ladies’ Fur Coats.

Astrakan, $35.00 for $25.55 

45.00 for 50.00

Ladies’ Cloth Coats.
All Coats up to $10.00 for $5.00 

$12.00 to 18.00 for /g.g5

Ladle’s Wrappers.
■'Printed Cotton, $1.00 each for 50 c.

155 each for 68 c. 

Flannelette, 1.50 each for 5 c.

2.00 each for $1.00

Ladies’ Cloth Skirts.
(Regular, $4.00 for $3.00 

5.00for 3.75

Table Covers.
Tapestry, $1.33 for $1.02 

155 for 15a

These are only a few of the bargains we 

are offering, and eruery department in this 

store is represented in the discounts.

Stanley Bros.
GROCERIES

We have bought out the Aerated Water Business form­
erly conducted by Ferris & Frederickson, and we are now 
in a position to supply the trade with a full line of

SODA DRINKS
0ELIC1DUS AT HOTELS CUES FOUNIAIHS.

V 111
“ M-a , V
a him
Q I’ll V ’■
■u b---- !
5 liRONBBtft

FVERTWHtKf

IRONBREW
#£G/S rCrtCO r/PAOE

THE IDEAL DRINK

- fel

Such as Ginger Ale, Raspberry Soda, Lemon Soda. 
Iron Brew and a variety of other flavors. We will also 

be in a better position tha» ever to contract for the sup­
plying ot Picnics and Tea Parties. A full line of all 
requirements for above purposes on hand.

Merry-making attractionsto hire. Personal supervision 
gjven free on large orders. Call or write us lor prices.

EUREKA TEA.
If you have never tried our Eureka Tea it will pay you 

to do so, It is blended especially for our trade, and our
sales on it show a continued increase. Price ~25 eenta 
per lb,

!t*T©S©l’ V 0S(—We manufacture all 

our own Preserves, and can guarantee them strictly pure 
old wholesale and retail,

t - . ' ‘V -

R. F. Maddigan & Co.
Eureka Grocery,

QUEEN STREET, CHARLOTTETOWN.

J


