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The manage-
ment of the Thea-
tre an der Spree,
3erlin, has offer-
ed a prize of 3.000
marks  “for: the
best - play which

g will have the city
; of Berlin as the

seat of action and the characters repre-
sentative of the various strata of Berlin
population.”

The aspirants for this prize are warn-
ed against “the complex psychological or
problem style,” but they are at liberty
to submit any form of play from farce
to tragedy.

This Bérlin offer, in terms, suggests a
somewhat narrow notion, although the
restrictions set forth may be attributed
to local pride. It was in Berlin a few
days ago that jealousy was aroused be
cause two or three prominent singers
in the opera were Americans, and not
Germans.

Art has no locale, no nationality
no specific time. And it is possible that
the play which shall win the 3,000 marks
offered by this Berlin theatre may be a
work that will prove as acceptable in
London or New York as in Berlin. That
is not probable, however, aud it may
be set down as unwise to limit the field
and imagination of dramatic _writers
who, left to .their own ideas,
niore likely to evolye drama of moment.
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Ellen’ Beach Yaw, the fame

and |
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| brings in, and a calisava jag

bhas o warm spot in her heart for the
newsboys. In Los Awngeles, wherve she
lives, she has endowed a home for thos
tireless little workers,  This home i3
lovingly called *I'he Lark Ellen News-
Boys’ Home,” in lionor of their famous
patroness.  Every year when she ges
home from her tour she‘gives a benefit
for these little fellows., La year her
donation was a cheque for $1,001, and
after the concert was over a committee
of 1the boys waited on the fajr a
donna with a basket done
with their own hands as a gift, from them
to her. 1t is needless to say this little
gitt is carefully treasured in the home
of the prima donna.
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EIGHT BEDOUIN ARABS.

One of the features at Bennett's this weck.
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Is the Musical Taste of

Is the musical taste of this country
changing? 1s the worship of the classic
and the intensely technical dying away,
and being supplanted by a careful atten-
tion to the simpler and more readily ap-
preciated works of those'who are
scholarly, but are closer to the people’s
heart? Many. people seem to be of the
opinion that that is the case, and among
the number of Joseph E. Howard. He
ought to, for he is the composer of “The
Time, the Place and the Girl,” and this
the
ready grasp of the average man or wo-
man, boy or girl, has proved one of the
most popular of the works
Years on the American stage. Chicago,
Boston, New York,—in fact the ent
country with the exception of fhe Pacific
coast—have taken up the refrains of the
production, and the man who succeeded

less

music play, with its songs within

in recent

{ ought to know a liftle bit as to the popu-
| lar American demand of the present time,
| In speaking of this subject just
other day Mr. Howard made some
teresting observations. “Give me

in-

“and 1 will have his interest within five
minutes. The average man wants
melody that he can take up from
start, and over which he will not
have to work for hours picking the re
frain out piano. him a
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upon a Give

in thus touching the pulse of the public
the |
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music that a man can whistle,” he said,

the |

the People Changing?

piece that he can follow as the singer
is giving it upon the stage and that he
can whistle as he goes out of the

that he will say, ‘It’s great’ He might
go to see ‘Die Gotterdammerung,’ and
the chances are that he would enjoy it
while the performance was in operation,
{but the chances are that down in his
heart he would much prefer an evening
with “The Grand Duchess,’ ‘The Babes
in Toyland,” ‘Robin Hood,” or better than
all of these, dear old ‘Pinafore’ These
have songs that are easily remembered,
and that never grow tiresome. ~ Thus
they are my ideals, the inspirations to
help me give something that the average
man delights and remembers. It is not
n case of a. composer writing down to
the public.  On the contrary, it is often-
times more difficult to. get a  simple
melody that is thoroughly satisfactory
than it is to score one filled with tech-
nical comple: 8. They tell me that
the universality of the language of music
is a positive thing. 1 believe that now,
for my humble efforts in “The Time,
the Place and the Girl,' seemed to have
pleased as much in thie cast as in the
northwest and ceniral States, and as
my aim was simply to give music for
the masses, for men like you and me, for
our wives and danghters, | feel that my
intentions were the right ones. Person-
ally, nothing makes me happier than
when | am far away from a theatre and
I hear a man start whistling one of my
songs.”
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Does she realize that she is re

sporsible for the musioal education of

clever pair will be wel- panl they are costumed in a most elabor
ate fashion. The choral work is particu
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{ Introduced into the piece. Aceompany
iy the act is Kddie Mack, the distin
guisbed Broadway eomedian, who is said
| to-be o whole show in himself.
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1n “The Time, the Piace, and the Girl,” which will appear at the Grand next Tuesday and Wednesday,
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One of the latest of the popular melo
dramas is “Little Heroes of the Stregt
which will be seen for the first time in
this ity at the Grand on Monday night.
It will be presented by a capable com
pany, and special scenie effects.
story is said to be one that will appeal
to all.

Ben. Greet and his company of players,
who are presenting Elizabethan dramas
{in ve old time style, will return to the
Grand next Saturday. At the matinee
the much talked of morality play,
“Everyman,” will be presented. and 1
the evening the bill will be “Macbeth.™
My, Greet has many followers here who
will gladly welcome his return.

George I', Hall, one of the mast popu-
lar comedinns who comes to the Grand,
will Le seen there next Monday week
in his new play, “I'm  Now Married,”

: ducer he has yet had.

A new farce will be seen at tha Grand
luao week after mext in “Mary’s Lamb.”

it i
3}

witich is said to be the best laugh-pro- |

manner of this presentation |

i
1

|

The

the avera man?

be pt
Ihe average man

The leading role will assumed hy
Harry Connors, the clever comedian, who
will be rem« work a
mple's
is making |

sent

Philistine that he is
mbered for his great
“Mrs., 1T
Hawtrey
i t the pr
in another version of the piecce,

Past.”
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ul as it rattles off a merry air
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j as though he enjoyed it; or he may sit
| dow if the time and place be prop
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ormal aitire to hear a noted artist
! mak» music the crities praise,
often foreed to brace himself
each nur in not
bored as he fe I'he Girl
Music } may have noticed
may also notieed
when, at home of an wvening, she
down to the piano and plays some home
Iv welody, the average man, in the shape
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Musi as an art,
{ he Girl with the Music Roll onght to
remember that it is not altogether be
cause of perverseness or entire

— ward of the value of music that the av
¥ o crage man shows such woeful lack of
COBALT CASE yment or appreciation of her most
{ i » | ful pyrotechnies of voice or instru
| meni. As a matter of fact. the average
man has ideas of his own abont music,
ns he has about most things. This may
geem absurd to the Girl with the Music
Roll, but it is a fact, and one which she
| wou'd de well to recognize, if ghe has his

| esthetic welfare at heart, 1 bel
has. The average man likes what
he likes, and he cherishes the idea that

disre
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have be s

n mad
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cares very little about music as an art,

his

the Music Roll.

music which does not give him pleasure
sitisfaction is no music at all, Of
8 is in this. . But the
» is that the average man is right
s0 many ihings that he finds it
hara to believe he is wrong in anything.
therefare, the Girl with the Music
Roll is to elevate the average man she
must humor him. If she is to succeed
in getting her male relatives and friends
wlho belong to the average class to show
more appreciation of her musicianly ef-
forts and to become more intelligent and
cheerful patrons of music as an  art,
" there is only one way to go about it.
8hs must generously concede something
t) the average man. ‘She must try to
faney that behind his stolid exterior he
has some sense ‘of thé eternal mukic of
lif+ that is at the bottom of all the im-
agirings of the composers and all the
strivings of those who to any purpose
give =ound to these imaginings. She
mnst try to believe that the average
man not such a Philistine as he ap-
pears ip . be—that perhaps he sits
locking thoughtfully into the fire some-
times he 1s hot brooding npon the con-
of the stock market or the price
that he is indulging in cer-
tain puor ms “faint and sweet and
frail as mu 1f she keeps np this pre-
tence, and if, when she sits down to sing
oc play, she thinks more of the spirit of
the music than of the mechanies of ex-
ecution, she may work her will upon the
werage man.  Let her ‘agree with him
in his crude belief that music of any
dirt ought to be pleasing and satisfying;
let her try to think, even when she es-
seve her “classical selections™ that music
to W effective must touch something in
the human organism” whieh ig to  be
feund in the ave » man, to some ex-
t at least, as well as in the- artist;
11 her-—just to humor the average man,
if for no other reason—act on the as-
sumption that technique does not make
a and that music must mean
something or be no music at all. Thus
encouraged, the av man would
learr to properly appreciate the Girl
with the Music Roll, and to become, as
he should, a more intelligent and en-
thusiastic pation of the art of arts. He
wauld loosen up far more readily for
tickets when Poderewski and  Gadski
come to town, and he might of his own
accord, without regard to expense, in-
sise on sending the Girl with the Music
Roll abroad to complete her studies,—
Saturday Noght.
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