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Dncta&or of Reforms

’

Abdlcates His Throne

Km' Amanullah in Contrast to King Alexander Surrenders, Investigator
Supreme Power While

ihe Other Takes it

At a Political Crisis

A BRITISH VIEW

“The. [oroln‘ i of government is not
devisq,an ideal system, but to work
t a sypteyn which will give good re-
sults & ghe conditions and for the
pnopie of A particular country. Mod-
ernism’ ahd centralization will not do
for fanatisal clans.”
-—The Daily

) 4

Telegraph.

“The vexporience of many kings and
princes of Asfa may at least console
him in-his rotirement. His own grand-
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“His p to IEnrope
dangerons uture, which
his undoing,” s the Morning
and in a feader goes back to the Old
Testament for its illustration of this
modern Lhiappening.

“The Afghans are the
and most fanatical of Mohammedans;
and the uuveiling of Queen Smni\u
on bhoard ghip was the beginning of a
changes every one of which
wag felf. (o be an outrage to thleir
faith, ;
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*“Had

Bave Le

to many of the cherished social and
religious feelings of his subjects by
putting a ban on polygamy, by insist-
ing on European clothing, by declar- l
ing that the Mohammedan Sunday !
was no longer a holiday, by forbid-
ding the wearing of the fez and I>:.'|
abolishing the purdalh and the veil for
women, Popular discontent at length
broke forth in civil war, in which
Amanullah’s troops suffered defeat.”
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“IHis errvor,” the Kvening
| Standard, *“the error which brought
{about downfall, probably consist-
ed in believing himself to he the man
[to carry out this task. He evidently
iwas not, - His whole career has sug
ted mureh ambition and little dis-
cretion, and the intemperate haste
with which he promulgated his re-
[forms was very far from statesman-
like,
| “Kemal Pasha stood in-a wholly dif-
lf'um relation to his people. The
! urks had passed through a cenlury
'ul continual loss and disgrace, cul-
;mizmtinu, in a disaster which made
!I!H‘In feel that they wela on the brink
destruct Then there arose a
11 itional hero  who saved them and
whom they were inciined in conse-
quence devotedly to obey.
i *“He on his side saw that his pres-
tige offered an opportunity for the in-
| troduetion ot Western customs which
| might recur, and taht if it was
to he done all it must bhe done
quickly. King Amanullah had (xnnml’
no such reverence from the Afghans
Amanullah failed in a work of states-|
manship because he was nol a great
statesman,
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'British Get Truth
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Of lsland Murders
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Nearly two years ago reports came
from the Solomon Islands, in the Pa-
cific, of a revolt among the natives
in which members of the island con-

canal and Malaita; it was periodical-
1y reported for several weeks that the
killings wers the precursors of a gen-
ral rising of tlie islanders. Later in-
formation revealed that certain mem-
bers of the Kolokumaha tribe on the
Island of Guadalcanal had, indeed, at
Verakone, on February 14, 19 slain
three members «f thg armed con-
stabulary, namad Funansua, Gena and
Veki, together with & boy mnamed
Kekipeta, who happened to be in their
company, and that nine tribesmen had
sted and tried for the crimes,
one re-

o
VA

beeq avre
of whom Lwo were acquitted,
prived and six hanged.

A few weeks previously W. R. Bell,
Malaita, had been
hlllfd at Kwaiamba by Sinarangoese,
whd, in the fight which followed be-
tween the constabulary and the na-
tives, had also slain Ky C. Lilies, a
cadet fn the Administrative Service,
and a clerk named Marcus, as well as
twelve members of the native con-
stabulary. Several of those concern-
ed in this affair were also dealt with

Rumors of a coming general rising
persisted in the news reports to Lon-
don, The British Secretary of State
for the Colonies was .upp'uﬁutly much
for in March, , he sent
Lient.-Col, Sir IT. Mnurhuus\-
1lis report,
which was published as a State paper
on Jan. 5 of the present year, shows
how the British Government searches |
out the truth in such affairs, even in
its most remote possgessions, so that
adequate steps may be taken before |
the expecled ecalamity arrives In"
these cases no steps will he necessan
the Moorhiouse report shows 1.m!'
CGuadaleanal tragedy wus inspived
two criminals, one of a former con-
without idea of an upr
ile the Kiili of Bell and his |
at Malaita had heen|
ahont by a native Ilecader
for revenge because
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‘Billy Viti's Grievance

(lm..w with the Guadalcanal|
case, the report says that in the course
of the inquiry it became evident that
two men, Tuatakomho and Billy Viti,
alias Talolia, weve the chief instiga-
tors of the murders, Tutakombo was
known as the village bad man, while
Billy Viti had been a good constable
until he had been fined $15 in 1926,
when he, too, had become a bad man.
it appears, had been charged
with having more wives than the law
allowed, o he was summoued before
He camse bringing his
“to whom there is ample
to show that he was married
to native custom. - It was
on the charge of having a third wife
that he was"convicted and fined.”

Sir 1. C. Moorhouse declares on In-
and belief that he is con-
the official Funansua did
sufficient care as to
whether the complaint was actually |
lodged by the first wife, as required
by the law o was one worked up lnl
bly acting under a)

interpretation of the law.”
any 1ale, smarling under the
of the fine, Billy Viti
himself with the notorious
Tuatakomho and became his friend.
When this friend was arrested he
plauned the extinclion of his cnemy |
Funansua.
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CANADIAN STAR PAIR SHOWING AMERICA HOW: TO SPOUT
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the “rastest human,” and one of the

C. Moorehouse, “that the murders
were not dus any general hatred
of government measures among the
tribe concerned, leading to some act
by which they endeavored to throw
off this, to them, intolerable yoke, but
to a combination of circumstances in
which the personal element mainly
entered. The native tax had nothing

to

to do with these murders,”

The Malaita Murders

with the Malaita
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Easiapa, who was the leader of the !

affair, was head bf one of the clans |
and a devildevil man of considerable
influence. He had been for some time

sacrificing pigs (the number has been:
put as hlgh as seventy) to find out if!
Sud- |
the time for!

auguries were auspicious.
denly his chance came;
the aunual payment of the tax was
imminent, when, if lllexm&ms any re-
sentment among the {@Bple against
the government, it would be at its
keenest; “the p,nd‘:\'” were favorable;

r. Bell would land as usual at the
“tax house” and give the opportunity,

A hig mecting was held, at which
the waverers “were brought only to
heel by Basiana playing his trump
card, the ‘big swear’ against which ap-
parently no Malaita man could stand.
It does not require much imagination
to picture Basiana and the other lead-
ers pointing out that here was a
unique opportunity, favored by ‘the
gods,” of getting rid once and for all
of the government who had inter-
fered with their pluyful habit of pro-
miscuous murder, and arrested and
their people for what was in
their eyes justifinble homicide, who
had substituted a paltry fine or short
term of imprisonment for the death |
sentence. for adultery, who were en-
deavoring to clean up their villages

(live question

i ground.

| ficulties,

and force their pigs into styes where
they had to be fed, 'and who Illhl”\‘
had ordered them to give up their|
‘Sniders’ (a genevie term for any mer
of old rifle) In fairness to the
minisiration, must be recorded
the calling of the ‘Suiders’
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done on ’\h Bell's own initiative and
without the knowledge or consent ot

the Resident Commissioner.

Dmgaan s Day
George Walker in the London
Daily Telegraph: (December 16, 1928,
Dingaan’s Day, the great national fes-
tival of South Africa, commemorated

Rev.

defeat of the great Zulu chieftain by
a Boar force under Adries Pretorius at
Blood River.) The key to the under-|
standing of the attitude of the average
South African to the inescapable na-
the recognition that
South Africa, apart from the south-
western corner, ds still frontier, with
ideals aud fears, ks (ntlglL\'
though there may he many “srvluﬁm
as there are individuals, there is unh
determining factor in the approach
Digaan's shadow remains in the bac
The story of the Ameri-
frontier is repeated. The Zulu
not yet aequired the romantic
of the redskin, and the dress
and Matabele is less adapted
tive display upon the stage.
Yet they are at least as brave, and |
probably were a more disciplined and
dangerous foe, The Western farmer
of yesterday would have seen the rea-
son for many of the apparently irk-
some regulations of modern South
Afrvica. , .. The memory of Ding-
ann's Day is at the back of the white
man's mind; the native is a man of
war, not a docile hewer of wood and
drawer of water, and nothing more,
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India and Domlmon Status

Bombay Daily Mail: The British
Dominions, before and after obtaining |
complete  self-government, wers amli
are laboring under the same defects
which are said to exist in India. These
diffculties did not, however, militate |
against the grant of self-government
to the Dominions, while in India they
are pointed out to be insuperable dif-
There arve those who argue
that the grant of immediate Dominfon
status or anything approaching it to
India woul spell disaster to it. It did
not do so in other parts of the British
Empire,
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World Census
of Agriculture
Nearing Start

. —
Seventy-Four Nations Join in
Plan to Help Adjust Sup-
ply and Demend

Rome.—The world agricultural cen
sus initiated by the International In.
stitute of Agriculture in Rome o cor-
relate world-wide figures on the supply
and demand for farm products is well
on the way toward achievement.

The impetus given it by the League
of Nations’ World Economic Conier-
ence of 1927, the caveful preparations
for it and favombm reception by the
governments give good grourds for
anticipating its success. :

The object of the census, which is
planned for 1930, is to prov for the
collection of annual agricultural sta-
tistics and to give a complete picture
of the agricultural resources of each
country.

As it will be carried out in every
country at the same time and as far
as possible on a uniform system, it will
form a practically complete inventory
of the agricultural resources of the
whole world and insure, for the future
at Jeast, that agricultural statistics!
in the different countries shall be com-|
parable,

The proposal for a world agncultm-
al census attracted the attention of the!
International Education Board (Rocke-|
feller Foundation) which undertool
to make a grant of $10,000 per annum'
for the five years 1925-29.

A special bureau charged with this
particular work was created at the
institute in 1925, and Leon M, Esta-
brook, of the United States Depm‘l-{
ment of Agriculture, appointed direc-
tor.

So far 74 nations have definitely,
pccepted the scheme of the census and
Belgium, I'rance, Great Britain, Italy,
the Netherlands and Portugal 11me
undertaken to apply it to their col-
onies.

When the census has been taken the
essential function of the institute will
be to study the international produc-
tion of food and raw materials and to
correlate (he information so that th’!
world may have an increased knowl!
edge of supplies available from co \m<’
{ries which have a surplug and tha
probabla demand fiem countries wherd

&

i the output is sufficient.
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‘Britain is on Way

to New Prosperity
Says J. M

Economst Who Finds Effici-
ency Gain is Overhauling
Setback Since War
London—John Maynard Keynes,
the distinguished British economist,
at last sees daylight in the industrial
sky. In his presidential address at
the annual meeting of the National
Mutual Life Assurance Society here,
he cautious estimates which he
believes show that the burdens im-
posed on industries since the war are
being slowly but surely wiped out by
increased cfficiency of production, so
that it is only a matter of time, he
says, before Britain recovers com-

pletely,

“Between 1914 and 1924,” he
“the average real wages for a normal
weelk of full employment rose hy more
cight per cent, In the same
perviod the weekly hours of work were
reduced more than 10 per cent. The
result is that employes were set the
task, if they to maintain their
pre-war position, of increasing their
efficiency by nearly 20 per cent,

The ce of production in 1924
indicaied an inciease of efficiency to
that date just sufficient to bal-
ance {he shortened houvs, but it was
not able to in addition any
contribution mecting the in
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in those industries,
{he increase of- efliciency had
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