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perience. How thru, it may be aakrd^are 
we to estimate the amount of taxation the 
enterprise «-an stand ?

■Ftue war own Correspondent
tiUerille, Mar. h fth. IMS

«r cent to the Crown, but in 1866 it was 
roemnted under an order in Outmril, ou a 
rtpresentation being made that it wa. exhnr- enterprise -an -t-nd ? pr„cÆT*X ST
«tant Although wa at* eonvinred that the Should alluvial mining be successful we iet>r, allow ak 'to correct a typographical

- ’"""i» -* ■ •* u" 7 "" * naxs tsnafssi £ y
cidal net aa the exaction of a ten per cent, a two per cent. royalty as an inducement to . ,n„n jm, to #1; to per tow.
-.cite ret there are those eroJuloO* sinilgglc the 'Must-- across the lines with- the last item rWuld have stood 81,<M (one-.*«,,0,,,*. i> ^.~7 arAdlSfcaSSiic
be hid upon them, the more e*iieciully as 
the option of doing so is invested in fh* au­
thorities by act of Parliament. We c<m- 
sidcr that oar mineral resources are equal to 
those of any country on the face of tiie 
earth, and we want not only to make it 
known, but to offer every inducement to 
labor, skill, enterprise and capital to aid us 
in our work of development. Hut Left re 
the foreign miner will carry hi* kit hither, 
he will very naturally ask what are the [fro. 
visions of our milling laws, and com purr 
them with those imder'Vhith he has worked. 
On investigation lie will find, that while he 
will be subjet ted to a royalty of from two 
to ten per cent, iu Ontario, in Australia «ud 
British Columbia an ei|»-rt duty of 2a. fid. 
per ounce Jis levied, and in California and 
Idaho one.half per vent, tax on the bullion. 
True, in the State», there is a tqierial tax on 
improvements: hut as we understand it, the 
municiiulity here, in which a gold mine is 
being wurktd, will not low er the rate of as­
sessment according aa the mining kind be­
comes more valuable, by means of improve­
ments or otherwise. In ISti'J. Mr. Gibbard. 
in his report to the Crown Lands l>epirt, 
mmt, on the mine* of Likes Huron I and 
Superior recommended as the opini-«i nt 
practical men on the Canada aide, as well as 
his own, the immediate abolition of tint two 
and a half per cent, royalty. He said f* the 
late order in Council imp-sing a royalty of 
two and » half p r vent, is universally 
condemned by all well wishers of the Pro­
vince, and 1 may say is a quietus on all 
fresh operations. »

In the 'Report on “ the Canadian Gol-l 
Fields and the local means of their develop­
ment," made by a select Committee of the 
Canadian Legislature in 1865, we finjd the 
evidence of Mr. R. J. Dawson, given on this 
subject. He said: “In regard to develop­
ing tlie resources of the gold region, it can 
best be effected by giving every reasonable 
encouragement to those who invest their 
capital in opening it up. If there lui* Wen 
anything to Complain of hitherto, it hrg 
been an excess of legislation, an.l an • over- 
active and ever varying management."

No miner can say with an approach to 
certainty wliat he will realize from hi* mine. 
This year, this month, or this week it may 
be very profitable, but next year, month or 
week it may bejwort bless. We need give no 
facta to substantiate this, for all acquainted 
with mining operations will recognize it as 
a truism. But, as yet, we do not know for 
certain that a single mine will pay working 
expenses. We are absolutely without ex-

. . . . , ton. The assay wa* made upon tha sulphurets
carry about Ins j-env-n the product of a vnnce,it rated t ÿ washing from 2 1 he. 31 ean
season's labor, ami in a very short time get of nek from MwRr ban Ison mine.froniwhiek

tL. fro* (ml.l (•■uvfullr fliminatM bv
beyond the reach of royalties ot inspectors.

In many resects' the Act nnder consider­
ation is liberal, amt well calculated to ac«ve 
the interest of the mineras well the investor. 
Reliable information will W obtained if the 
results of mining and the official collection 
of facta and figures will afford the capital­
ist a more solid Li»is for the calculation of 
chances. A* we intend to discuss the pro­
visions of the Aeti in detail we refrain, at 
present, from fuit her enlarging units merits 
or demerits. j

INannual statements OK LIFE
SC RANGÉ COMPANIES.

We publish in another column a Tabular 
Form of annual statement of Life Insurance 
Companies transacting business in Canada, 
aa prnpow-d by the Companies in Montreal. 
We think it is hardly so full as it ahould be, 
and pi iq«we the following additions. Under 
the column “Character" should W state-1 
whether the Company is Mutual, Mixed or 
Proprietary, and brsidcs there should tie a 
column stating whether the Company is all 
cash or half note, and if the latter, what is 
the proportion of botes. I rider the bending 
.« Policies"there should W a column sle w ing 
the number lapsed and surrendered juring 
the year : under the heading " Expenses" 
the commissions pad to e.g-hts should 
W kept separate, as also Under “ Assets" 
should be the c.iSh in agents' lu-nds. We 
also think there should he additional col­
umns shewing whether the policies are 
forfeitable or not,* or both, and if the last, 
the proportion of each ; also one shewing in 
what securities the assets are invested, and 
the i*te of interest realized.

THE LegalGl'lt>E.—-The Mercantile Agency's 
Legal Guide for the Dominion ofL-ina-la. 
T. W. Fvxiklige. Montreal.

1 GOLD REGION.

This liook, a« it# name indicates, is intended 
to be an authority among the mercantile com­
munity on legal questions which are hardly of 
sufficient importance to justify consultation
with a professional adviser. A. far as .t goes, „„ Uieir ,« wun —-..Iring
it is . creditable pro-tortion, hut in some part, campaign. tS,
we notice too great a fondness few elementary * *

the free gold had I«vu carefully eliminated by 
amalgamation. ' p* quantity" of sulnbnreto
was j ox. avohduiMàs. which, l-eing smelted and 
<-u|- II—t in tll#!u«na! tov, yielded 66-lOOtl» of 
a grain of gnRL the tonnage value of which cun 
he easily cah«lat#-L *

Much stress tub lieen laid by j-enon* who 
affect tudisb«Ke'i the existence of g-x-d work­
ing mine* in the UeiuU- District, as well as by 
l«irties iutertstod iu mining si-e-ulatirma to 
other part* of llie Dominion and in the 1 nited 
States, npiix the s-lve'senpimon* said to be 
eiitcitatoed t#y Mr WilliamL-gau.ami «pectol- 
Iv l,v Dr. T. sterry Hunt, a* to the actual and 
t-rohable v.xtt|» if onr mines andJndea. The 
follow iag extract from a letter addressed by 
Dr. Hunt, to the proprietors of the Empire 
Mine, to the NilMge ofMadnr, might to siknce 
these cwntrv, and to satisfy every unprejudiced 
and disinterested per-on of tlie reality off the 
mineral i:chjk*s f/North Hostings.

« In n.s -blaupc with my promise, 1 hare 
examined the specimens of ore taken by me 
ftom vour niine In Ma-ioc Village la*t N-.vem- 
l*r T1 e ofe cpiei't* of a mixture of a sul- 
rhiirrt of ahtinn ny amt copi-er, with some 
i-vntes amts arsenical iron. An assay of » 
selected vpceitiiet. from a small vein, gave me 
for the ton « jjpùOlbo.: ’

Gold. 4| 61.4...............  ............  s9G 46
Sdver, p7>lfC -its................. f Te-ïw

$170 20
“ Bv malting ati'l washing 31 fta of an 

average saiÇjïêi I here Were obtained 13 per 
rviitof ri-H --rei -uill.oHingone_fo.irth of It. 
w-ek-ht of sflar, *n-i yieidrag for 2ta<> Ins., aa 
the mean oFttitoseyst

Odd, Sp-lO* ».................™
Silver,136f 10 oz.................. 155

S.VJ 20
* si » t. Stlrrt Hi nt."

The ahdvf co.mumicatiou from a gentleman 
of Dr. Hurtl'a position and character, respect­
ing whose stated 1 «nt in snrli a case there can 
1-e neither i»«ttw nor suspicion, 1* conclusive aa 
to the existence <-f both Hie precions metals m 
this .Ustrie» The gbry copper ore, tlie rna- 
te-ial ou which I>r. Hunt -jM-nitcl, is not con- 
lineil to tl.*t mine or locality, a« 'vins "f the 
same have been <lis.<-vere«l in setelwl places 
Within the County. A Very hne devel.-peinent 
is known 1» i-xht in the Township of rhz- xir, 
in uirt of Whit e the omur > almost entirely 
rvl-laced l.W siHiv. and which is expected to 
pù-xWmucî rich or in that metal than is the or.
•rf the Km dire jnine. .___ .

Tit* seieton 1* alvewly shewing signa I 
change Si..<-e: Saturday, we have ha-1 mUd, 
genial weather, with some rain «’"1 wm-L and 
-N'caaiufisl gleams of «unshine, under the in- 
fluence <.f wM- h the snow 1* rapidly -lecrea»- 
m- In »etri|»3tion of an early Spring, 
increased iMity i« hrtog sls-wn >" n mmg 

TiMf who h.ive conUouwl their 
oi>eteti<-ns throughout the winter, are pushing 
oil tlieir work W ith rnywe-l vagnur .J.el th^

The
, r W i,d* «Jibing mdl expretod to

principles. Ixsl RaSck, fire and marine, is of comluelK<. htoning this niofning _ Tlie ttay 
the greatest importance to thé business man, Stale Wallac.. the
and should have U-en treated in cennestion tl|<1 Whitby ami Toronto
with the decisions of our osru courts. The nv .«jnngwrith ot hers has
same thing may 1. said of Trade Ma.xs. ^ Mtotow Turley ^ ^'tor ^ 
The subject of fssotvEXcrUhao-UM in an,,- t 5Ü2' time,
cellent manner. Tlie information given reganl - (n0, of the Elses ir mine I k shoot
ing thejuris-liction of the various courts in the A u"n a toil! near MUtianog Lake, 50 mil*.
^ , V 11 U k V-Ioc. The Moira Company are alioProvinces u valuable. >• *-■ -wawoc.
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