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ministerial support.

A few years ago, the churches geneeally 
were much exercised with tears respecting 
an adequate supply for the pulpit. But 
that difficulty, in answer to prayer, has 
been removed. Applicants for the posi
tion are numerous in the prese nt day.

But there will soon be another ecclesi
astical drought, unless those who have 
entered upon the arduous work are scrip- 
turally and righteously remunerated for 
their services.

God will not incline the hearts of young 
men to enter the ministry, unless he fore
sees that the churches will give them 
bread and batter to eat.

An impoverished clergyman, preaching 
to rich sainte and sinners, is a disgrace 
to Christianity. Idolatry would be 
ashamed to have such priests.

We plead not for exorbitant salaries, 
like government officials, but for a gener
ous supply of the necessaries and conven
iences of life.—something for the higher 
education of onr children, and a small 
surplus for a rainy day.

jn order to this, the sum in dollars 
need not exceed three units, where a well- 
furnished parsonage is provided by the 
people.

An economical family, in connection 
with Methodism, in country places, at 
least, will have the comforts referred to, 
and something to spare, if the whole al
lowance approaches near one thousand 
dollars. But bow rarely is this the case !

During the greater part of the exist
ance of the Eastern British American 
Conference, the fixed salary of a married 
preacher was $650, exclusive of the chil
dren’s fund. But of late years that sum 
has been increased $100. The Conference 
has said we may have it, if we can get it ; 
blit there is the difficulty. The few cir
cuits that are able and willing to meet 
the Conference engagement, appear not 
ou the list of our mission stations, but 
have assumed an independent position. 
They number in our Conference twenty- 
two, while those receiving grants from 
the. Missionary Board are fifty-eight. On 
these 58 stations there are 44 married 
preachers, who must suffer a loss this 
year of $11,000, on the $750 basis, or on 
the $650 arrangement, a loss of $6000. 
This is a serious loss to contemplate, and 

/%here is only one way to prevent the 
preachers from realizing it, namely, in
creasing the circuit receipts. And this 
ought to be done. It can be done. An 
increase of 25 per cent, on circuii receipts 
would meet the difficulty.

We doubt very much whether the 
amount of giving to the cause of God is 
anywhere what it ought to be. There 
inay be individual cases quite up to the 
correct standard, but generally it is 
not so.

There have been, of late, a good many 
hints and suggestions, wise and unwise, 
about raising our mission stations into 
independent circuits, and although, Mr. 
Editor, you have very gracefully sought 
the privilege of pronouncing the benedic
tion on that agitation, yet, as we some
times sing a verse oi two after the bene
diction, you will allow a short strain in 
the minor key, which may be soothing to 
all, and perhaps awaken songs in the 
jubilant major.

1 believe that, in proportion to their 
number and means, the mission stations 
in this Conference are doing quite as well 
as the indépendant circuits. Having oc
cupied both classes of appointments, I 
speak from personal knowledge.

And yet, I think that some of the mis
sions ought at once to assume an inde
pendent position. Whether -our people 
will come up to the mark or no, the 
preachers are obliged to come to it.-

Let me illustrate, by a Statement or 
two, respecting our present circuit. Year 
before last, this station raised $500 cir
cuit receipts, and on that basis the "rant 
from the Missionary Board was 8122, 
which added to $565, raised last year on 
the circuit, gave the incumbent a salary 
of $687. This year the grant is $32, 
which, with last year’s circuit receipts, 
will give a salary of only 8597. But we 
shall make a strenuous effort to raise, at 
least, $100 more than last year, which will 
place the circuit, though not the minis
ter, in an independent position.

There is a circuit in the .Truro District 
which, until recently, had a young man ; 
but when a married man was sent to 
them, the Stewards at once resolved to 
increase their subscriptions. One of the 
largest givers said—“ We must double 
our payments,” and accordingly put down 
$30 instead of the former 815 ; others fol
lowing the example, the circuit made a 
very good showing at the next Confer
ence.

This is the only way to meet the exi
gencies of our work. And it must be 
done, or those circuits, which were once 
portions of a large circuit, but now, in 
Order to have more .preaching, are eepart- 
ed, will have to connect themselves with 
ihe parent body as formerly. Better do 
with less preaching, than starve the min

ister. Better still, to raise th-s means 
and continue to have the regular minis
trations of the Word.,

There are, on every hand, pleasing evi- 
dences of progress in the right direction. 
We shall survive the present financial or
deal, and come out all right in the end. 
But if some kind Providence would send 
relief this year, many hearts would be 
gladdened. There are brethren who, not
withstanding the most rigid economy, 
will not be able, at the end of the Metbo- 
distic year, to square accounts with their 
creditois.

I think, Mr. Editor, that some good 
will result from the cautious agitation 
and ventilation of this important subject.

There are yet so.-e in our congrega 
lions, and emong our neighbours, who 
think t bat all the financial deficiencies 
of Methodist preachers are made up by 
the mysterious funds of the Conference.

G. O. H.
Maitland. March, 1878.

A WALL, O LORD, AROUND US 
BUILD.

It was a dreary November evening in 
the year 1830, the same year m which the 
brave and pious King of Sweden, Gueta 
vus Adolphus, had landed on the German 
coast, to help hie brethren in the new 
fa itb, the German Protestants, to defend 
them against the Catholic legions, when, 
under their leader, the cruel and heartless 
Tilly, the destroyer of Magdenburg, had 
pressed them hard and threatened to over
whelm them. Twelve long years already 
bad this fearful religious war raged 
throughout Germany. The soil was soak
ed with the blood of the slain ; the fields 
devastated, the towns depopulated, and 
the whole country sighed and moaned un
der the burdens of war. The chronicles 
of those times are fi led with the sad 
stories of atrocities and barbarities com
mitted by the armies on both sides 
against the unfortunate inhabitants ; 
wherever those armies passed they left a 
desert behind.

On this November evening there sat an 
old woman in a farmhouse on the out
skirts of a Saxon village. Her son, a 
young man of about twenty years had 
just brought home the news of a rumor 
that had spread in the village, that a de
tachment of Spanish troops was approach
ing, and would probably pass through the 
village during the night. Terror and 
anxiety reigned. The young man be 
■ought his mother to take refuge in the 
mountains. But she remonstrated that 
they were in God’s protection, and that if 
he willed it so they would be saved ; and 
exhorted him to seek "consolation in 
prayer.

She lighted the lamp, and took her 
prayer-book and began to sing her favor
ite hymn, “ A wall O Lord around us 
build.” At this the son revolted, telling 
his mother that by her foolish singing, 
and by the light of her lamp, she would 
certainly show the way to their house and 
uselessly expose themselves. But she 
persevered, and continued to sing, “ A 
wall 0 Lord, around us build.”

The .-on grew angry and scolded his 
monter. “ How can the Lord build a 
wall around us ? Stop that nonsense, 
mother ; the time for miracles is past.”

“ The Lord, can, if he will,” she quiet
ly answered, and continued to sing and 
to pray through the whole long night, 
“A wall O Lord, around us build.”

When the morning broke the son took 
courage and went to the door ; but when 
he tried to open it he found that it would 
not give way. A heavy snowdrift bad 
obstructed it and perfectly buried the 
house, concealed it frouK^he enemies, 
who, during the night had pasknd through 
the village, carrying plunder and murder 
into almost every house.

And so did the Lord “a wall around
them build.----- A Tale of the Thirty Years
War, Retold by Alex. Parke.

Cottekman &. McFabland write as 
follows :—

Wapakoneta, O., June, 1877. ~ 
Gents :—Having been in the livery 

business for the past ten years, and hav
ing many cases of Colic in horses under 
onr treatment, and having tried many 
remedies and liniments to cure it, we 
found that tlie best, cheapest, and quick
est remedy ;for Colic in Horses is Perry 
Davis’ Pain Killer, and we honestly af
firm that we never failed to cure the worst 
cases of colic we ever sew, and we cheer
fully recommend it to every body, as the 
best medicine to cure Colic in Horses.

Isaac R. Doban, M.D., of Logan Co.. 
Ohio, says : “ Allen's Lung Balsam 
not only sells rapidly, but gives perfect 
satisfaction in every case within my 
knowledge. Having confidence in it, and 
knowing that it possesses valuable medi- 
cal properties, I freely use it in my daily 
practice and with unbounded success. As 
an expectorant it is most certainly far 
ahead of any preparation I have ever yet
known.”
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“METHODISM

EASTERN BRITISH AMERICA.”
Being a History ot the Rise and Progress of Methodism in Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the Bermudas, 
with collateral facts and characters in these Provinces, down to the year 1813. 
The second volume, now being prepared by the author, will bring the History 
down to the period of Union—the year 1874.

Impartial readers, not members of the Methodist Church—men of high 
literary standing—have pronounced this the best History Nova Scotia has 
ever produced.

The Book has been put in the Market at a price which covers but little 
more than the actual expense incurred by the author in its publication.

The style is clear, methodical and often eloquent. As an accurate epitome 
of dates and circumstances, it has been verified by competent judges

Sold, or sent post-free, at $1.50. Discount to Ministers, Sabbath Schools 
and the trade, at the
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The Churches in Nova Scotia. New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and the 
Bermudas have found a painstaking historian in Mr. Watson Smith, who traces their 
rise and progress, and chronicles the names and doings of the pioneer missionaries 
with loving care.—Recorder, London. *

If our readers want to possess a history of heroic struggles and glorious triumphs 
let them procure this book. We trust that it will have a wide circulation, especially 
among those for whom it is chiefly written.—Argus, Charlottetown
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PAitT 1—Cloth 75 cents. Contains—Emerson* 
Vlew of Immortality—Theodore Parker’s Ab
solute Religion—Theodore Parker on the 
Guilt of Sin (Two Le lures.) —Theodore Par- 
Parker un the Perfection of the Divine Herald 
Theodore Paine' on the Perf.ction of the Div
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Trinity and Tritheistn Popular and Scholarly 
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PART 2—Paper 8 cents Contains : Theodore 
Parker’s Self Contradictions—The atonement 
in the light of Self-Evident Tru h

PART 3—Paper, 10 cents. Contains ; The At
onement in the Light of Self- vi deni Truth 
(Second Lecture) —True and False Optimism- 
Reply to Criticisms.

PART 4—Paper, 45 cents Contains : The
Nerves and the Soul—Certitude* in Religion— 
Emersons Tests of Truth—Scepticism in New 
England—Theodore Parker as an Anti-Slavcrv 
Reformer—The Sources of Theodore Parker’s 
Errors.
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all?
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—Huxley and Dana on Evolution.
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