
V.-

*

N 4

. ; <.

Hi

K

m %

f

r

».

ai

MRS. ASA D. CROWELL.
Mil. Crowell hi born in Dublin. Ireland, in 

the year 1810, and jfied in Birringlon, October 
24 b, 1869, being in ber 69.h year.

When of eery tender year», she was the eob- 
jeçt of deep and itrong religioui feeiing».— 
Speaking of these, «he would lay—• Oh I tow 
1 would try to he good ; and if 1 bad done any
thing wrong duringflhe day, at night my an
guish of mir.d would be veiy greet.' About 
this time «he teceived from a friend a book, de- 
lignMed, • Little Henry aid hie Bearer,’ lur- 
nlshiig a brief «ketch of the life of a good 
b4y. The perusal of thii little book greatly 
itrengtbened ber deiire for the higher and pu
rer life which ibe wa» yet to poieeii in all Ita 
b|eeeed fulneai. She became about this period 
eery food of stored poetry, and Walts’ Hymns 
for children weie tressured up in ber memory.

When eleven years old, her convictions on 
lieront of sin were very powerful, »nd she had 
great distress of mind ; but in her twelfth year, 
Whilst on a visit to an uncle’s, who was a Metho
dist Local frescher, that glorious change was 
vyrougbt in 1er heart by God’s Holy Spirit, the 
results of which were to be lasting as eternity. 
From this most important period ber true life 
began. Soon after this she was the subject of 
a long and aevere Ulneaa, but the Faithful and 
True One was present with His ail comforting 
and suitaiung grace. Referring to this part I1 
her experience, she remarks—• O I how I loved 
■ay Saviour and my Bible. I felt a manifest 
change. I bad power over sin. 1 was happy 
all the time.’

Our Sister was endowed with more than ae- 
diocie intellectual abilities. This wss manifest 
at two publie examination! in the • Principles 
of the Cnristisn Religion,’ held In Christ Church, 
Dublin. At each of these her proficiency meri
ted a beautiful premium B ble—tne of which 
is still kept in the.possession of the family aa a 
most precious memento.

In 1W7 she emigrated to Quebec, and be. 
came a resident of Sierebrook, till June, 1833 
when she was married to the Rev. Mr. McDon
ald, Wesleyan Minister. Snortly after this 
Union they left for Liverpool, Nova Scolia> 
where I bey remained till the following winter, 
when Mr. McDjoeld went to Yarmouth to at
tend Missionary Meeting. Whilst in Ibis town 
he took a heavy cold,—inflammation followed, 
and he soon succumbed to the mortal fee, and 
Was borne from the holy toil of earth to the per
fect test and joy of Heaven. He died en the 
lfith of March, 1834. Tout, within the brief 
•pace of eight or nine menthe she was left a wi
dow in a strange land among strangers. But 
that Father, whose a l-mercilul vigilance toward 
His children is so signally manifested at such 
occasions, did not fail Hit haodma d in ibis 
crisis. Friends, warm-hearted end true, were 
raised up, and by their unsolicited sympathie» 
and tangible kindnesses, they smoothed the 
roughness of the way and made it comparatively 
easy. To this part of her life she has often re
ferred with the deepest gratitude.

As soon as circumstances would admit, she 
entered upon the duties of School-teacher in 
Yarmouth. In this position she was not per
mitted to continue long. Failing health com
pelled her to eeek a more quiet life. She came 
to Barrington, and waa here united in marriage 
l#t Mr. An D. Crowell, who still aurvivea ber.

During her residence in ibis place she waa a 
falthlul, detoted and exemplary member ol the 
Church. She filled the effioe of Class Leader 
lor some time, and made herself very useful.

:Tiia writer became acquainted with her about 
ei^htesn months ago. She was then in delicate 
hèe,th, and had been in that condition for year». 
Occasionally, however, she was permitted to 
worship with God’s people in Hia temple—a 
privilege that she most fully enjoyed and ea 
teemed.

A number of year» since she waa made the 
happy possessor of a full ealeation, and as she 
advanced in holinese, how rich, tweet and lovt ly 
was her piety. The deep ca.me of ber spiritual 
life never teemed perturbed by the <dd)iog 
tides of the present life. Her experience wss a 
perfect realisation of St. Paul’s words—• Oar 
life is hid with Christ io God.’

;Her last illness began in the early part ot this 
year, and she failed almost imperceptibly, but 
surely, up to the time of her decease. I hid 
frequent opportunities of eisitiog her during 
those months, and Oh how precious were those 
visits. The perfect faith, peace, joy and hope— 
the heavenliness which etemed ever present in 
her words and looks, can never be forgotten.— 
Never has it been my privilege to see any one 
so fully lost in God as she was. She was in
deed quite on the verge of heaven. Oh ! that 
the formaliste, infidels, and mockers of our day 
could only witness such holy scenes, surely they 
would trust altogether in the Crucified.

Oor dear Sister pissed peacefully and trium
phantly from the earthly to the heavenly 8»b- 
bktb. Already she hss greeted some of her 
fsmily who preceded her to Hesven, and it 
is to be hoped that those she has left behind 
will follow her as she followed Christ, and that 
thtir union will be perfected in Heaven.

R. W.
Barrington, Doe. 21st.

MB. GEORGE CANS, SYDNEY MINES BOAD.

We send you a short obituary of Mr. George 
Cann, another of our friends on the Sydney 
Mines Read that death hss separated from us. 
Mr- Cann wss keeper of ‘ Flint Island Light 
he continued faithful almost to the last at his 
post struggling with the disease that finally 
compelled him to cease at once to work and live. 
Ha died while bis minister Bro. Prestwood was 
attending oar Conference in July, but he with 
others will be glad to know that Mr. Cann died 
‘ trusting in Jeff.s.’ Our dear brother was re
spected by all bis acquaintances,by the world for 
bis sobriety, uprightness fidelity ; by his minis
ters for bis hospitality ! by the church as a sin. 
cere God-fesring man and by his family as a kind 
husband and indulgent father. We commend to 
th, sympathies and prayers of God's people hie 
pions and devoted widow and ten children who 
deeply mourn their lose, and his aged mother 
wljo is • ready prepared ’ waiting for the call ol 
the Master. May they all meet io heaven.

J. V. JjOST.

months about expiring. Bat if 1869 baa not 
been lignai zed by startling scientific diacover- 
ea, or even by wonderful meebanieel invent iona, 
it has wituesasd the completion of some grand 
feats of engineering skill. Tne opening lor traf
fic during the year of the Atlaotic end Pacific 
Railroad, baa been a noteworthy circumstance. 
The rapidity with which this long line of com
munication between the shores of two great 
Oceana waa built, tba engineering difficulties 
surmounted in carrying it over the mountainous 
rangea traversed by it, and the important results, 
commercial and politico), likely to nccroe from 
ita successful working, combine to render the 
completion of this important public work 
event to be remembered.

The laying of at other Sub-Oceanic Cable 
between Europe and America during the pre 
lent year, though not invested with the thrilling 
intereit connected with the earlier attempts and 
performance! of a similar kind, hue yet been 
noted with interest. But the Opening of the 
Sues Canal to the Commerce of the world, has 
been the grand secular event of the year. 1 he 
moat glowing anticipation! of the commercial» 
political and religious changea to be brought 
about by the opening and maintenance of this 
new line of communication between Europe and 
the farther East, have been indulged in by ita 
eothuaies'.ic promoter!. How far these brilliant 
ezpectations will be realised the dimly shrouded 
future sloia will reveal. Bat it muet be admit
ted that the di junction of two great continent», 
affected by M. de Liaiepa’ noble work, which 
pierces the richly suggestive historic ground 
forming the celebrated Egyptian Isthmus, is 
well calculated to excite the imagination of 
thoughtful men.

Within the boundaries of the British Empira, 
the moat notable politico-ece'esiastical event of 
the year hat been the enactment of Ike Irish 
Church dia-eatabliabment measure. As redtea- 
ling a manifest grievance, none the leas painful
ly felt because designated sentimental, and con
stituting a precedent sure to be followed by 
somewhat similar sets in other parts of the Em
pire in good time, the (passage into law of the 
Irish Church Bill will long be kept in mind.

The Union iffrcted between two important 
Presbyterian bodies in the United States during 
the pres-nt year, the consummation of which 
waa celebrated in such a strikingly impressive 
mincer but a short time ago, may be regarded 
a» a highly gratifying feet, to be repeated we 
tiust at no distant day by other communions, 
ahich, though closely resembling each other in 
doctrine end discipline, are yet unhappily and 
unnecessarily keeping apart.

Io Methodism the moat important ev.nt of 
the year has been the action of the Ministry and 
Membership ol the Metbodiat Episcopal Church 
r f the United States, in voting by large majori
ties in favor of the introduction of lay represen
tatives into the General Conference of that great 
denomination. In English Methodism, there 
haa been no movement of a general kind during 
the year, worthy of special mention.

Tne Ecclesiastical event of the year which has 
excited the greatest interest throughout the 
Christian world ia the ts embling of the Vati
can Council at Rome. It must be confessed 
that the coming together for consultation of so 
many men ol mark, position and it fl jenee, from 
io many different regions and races, represent
ing so many millions of people as the R .man 
Catholic Bishops do, ia a fact that could not fail 
to arouse universal attention. Nothing haa yet 
transpired to enable one to infer with certainty 
the character of the conclusion» at which the 
Council will finally arrive on the subjects which 
will successively be submitted for its considers 
lion. But we entertain a strong conviction 
that the proceedings of the Council will, when 
known by and bye, give an immense stimulus to 
the leng-enduting controversy between Protes
tantism end Roman Catholicism.

Not many great men have passed away during 
the present year. Among the English speaking 
races, a great orator, Lord Derby, and a great 
philanthropist, Mr. Peabody, have died, but cei 
ther of them prematurely. Methodism has been 
peculiarly favored this year. Nowhere through
out the world hie it lost one firat-rate man by 
death in 1869. ^

Orer a wide expanse of the Earth's surface 
great atmospheric vicissitudes hive been expe
rienced during certain portions of the year.— 
Scorching droughts have alternated with unusu
ally heavy rain-falls, sometimes accompanied 
with destructive tornadoes.

The health of the world haa, upon the whole, 
we should suppose, been above the average 
throughout the year. Some localities, never 
free from the presence of dangerous diseases at 
certain seasona of tba year, have furniahtd as 
usual a heavy quota to the grim destroyer, and 
everywhere death's regular tribute haa been de
manded and paid ; yet the plague and the pes
tilence have not made great havoc among the 
nations generally in the year doling.

The poor are always with us : and some parts 
of the world, peculiarly liable to such visitations 
have been threatened with famine this year ; 
but generally in 1869, the world haa bad bread 
enough and to spare.

There haa been acme confused fightings in 
Central America, Cuba, Hayti, and Paraguay ; 
and in Spain and Dalmatia then have been in
surrections, but no great war haa raged among 
the chief powers of the world, and no grand de
ceive battle hie been given to the record of 
warlike achievement in 1869.

Summing up, ne may conclude that there 
have been better years for humanity then 1869, 
but that also there have been, and easily might 
be again, much worse ones. May God grant to 
ns all mercy, forgiveness for the sins end imper
fections of the year nearly gone, end love and 
protection for the year that haa almost come.

J. R N.

ÿmbmcial Mtsltgan.
«* EDNF.SDAY, BE^’B. tlO. 1*6»,
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The Old Year-
But e few days remain to us of 1869, and 

they will toon be gone. The year about to die 
has, to many persons, been fraught with events 
of the greatest importance. Though cot a very 
memorable year in the history of the world at 
Urge, it will yet be recollected as the period 
dbiiog which some striking occurrences of gene
ral interest transpired. We ere cot aware that 
any very lemsikable discovery baa been made 
durit g the present year io any part of the acien- 
îfic domain. Lieing.tone, the heroic and Inde
fatigable African explorer, may perhaps have 
penetrated some new regions during the twelve

Revival—Preparations for It
It does not admit of a question that there are 

many in our Cherche» who wish for a revival 
of true religion. They era grieved at tba want 
of power in the services of the Sanctuary, at the 
absence of strong and striking evidence» of 
Christian holiness among ptofeased believers, 
and at the rarity of conversions from the pow
er of Satan unto God. They hope for better 
days. They trust that somewhere in the Con
nection, and at some time before the next Con
ference, there will be 1 ahowera of hi easing ’ 
and aumerona accessions to the number of the 
saved. It may be that some are already plan
ning for special services. On these cervices 
and at such a time, large expectations are 
founded. When such means have grown out 
of a quickened personal piety—when they have 
developed personal zaal, self-denial and humili
ty— when they bava contributed to the relief of 
the minister by a cordial cooperation with him in 
the work of aoul-iiving, then have inch ape- 
cial means been of great benefit to ,the Church 
And such they will doubtless be again. Yet 
even they may be perverted, and may become 
more a bane than a blessing. If they are look
ed upon aa essential to spiritual prosperity_if
because conversion» are then expected they 
should not be expected at other times and uu- 
det the ordinary ministry of the word—above 
all, if they are regarded as affording a [com
pensation for past indifference, or an ex

cuse for fature neglect j or if they become tba 
method wf (rating net only the strength of the 
preaober’e constitution but the vigor of hi* faith, 
the soundness of hie judgment or the readiness 
of bis tact, or bia ability to contend single-hicd- 
td with sin outside of the Church, and sloth and 
heartleeaneas inaide of it, then may inch servi
ces be a snare, end a cause of spiritual retro
gression rather than of progress.

Other means must be employed, both in con
junction with these and independently of them, 
if we would secure anything like a genuine and 
general revival of the werk of God.

Individual humiliation and heart ttarching it 
ovr firtt bvnnett. The sin of a land ie that wf 
the separate persons ia it. The declension of i 
Church, spiritually, is cot the fehk of that 
Church in ita collective capacity,but of ita mem
bers personally. There la no corporate consci
ence to he eniightened.se corporate heart to 
be renewed. We muet find out our own feulte, 
We must aacertaio our own guilt. Wa must 
humble our own souls before the Lord. When 
the prophet described Israel's National repent
ance he represented every family io the land
* mourning apart and their wives apart.’ Peni
tential grief when deep and pungent is nutssd 
in solitude. Tba resort to a forsaken closet, 
with strong crying and tears on the part of pro 
failing Christians, is one of the happiest a'goa 
of returning prosperity to the cause ol God.

Stumbling blocks in the may of the Chureh't 
unity and peace, mutt be removed. A trivial 
difference, between two persons in Chutch fel
lowship, has often grown to a faarfnl magnitude, 
haa spread like a contagion, thwarting the ef
forts of the pious and the it-flaeaeei of the Di
vine Spirit, hindering the conversion of sinners 
and.giving occasion to the enemy to blesptn 
for many long and weary years. A law roods 
of land, a small transaction io business, a word 
hastily spoken, sometime» but the rumor of an 
offence baa arrayed brethren in strife, haa no- 
settled the peace of families, baa divided the sen
timents of a ccmmunily, aud baa neutralised the 
prayers and the preaching of holy and faithful 
men of God. Over euch inconsistencies the 
souls of the ungodly have often stumbled into 
perdition. Satan baa triumphed, and the Sav
iour has been robbed of the souls purchased by 
His own blood. Wherever such evils now ex
ist, let them be removed. Let offences be at 
once put away, Let to one stand upon his dig
nity, nor even upon a Uriel interpretation of 
his right», when the cause of God is at stake.— 
We may be unable to compel the friendship 
of en opponent ; but we may constrain both him 
and the world to admit that we have dore all 
that we could to ensure a reconciliation, while 
by more earnest loving prayer for those who 
have wronged us we mty show that we are ac
tuated solely by • the mtehnisa and gentleness 
of Christ.’

Meaures should at once be adopUd by every 
member of our Churchet to secure a much higher 
slate of Christian experience. Here, alas !— 
among even those who retain the life of God in 
their souls, there ia much defectiveness. It ia 
the design of our ‘ cal ing ’ tbit we should be 
filled with the Spirit, that we should be holy in 
all manner ol conversation, and that we should 
in everything adorn the doctrine ol God our Sa
viour. We wou'd then gain a complete victory 
over Satan. We would be dead to the world, 
and the world to us. We would be enriched 
with every Christian excellence, and be fi led 
with comfort. Patience, in us might have its 
perfect work, and so we should be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing. But with how much 
less than this are we content to live ! We are 
feeble, airkly, too often paralized. We are 
poor ; and to our shame be it spoken, not sel
dom worse than unworthy. Our light is dim 
and flickering. Our cor solation» are small.— 
We faint in the day of adversity. There is lit 
tie xeal for the good of others, there ia a till less 
of resolution to sustain it We oftener lament 
over our failures than exult that through Chriat 
strengthening ue we can do all things.

But let the time past suffice. Called aa me 
on,to survey the year just clesing.and with it the 
decade which alio now terminates, let us with 
all simplicity of purpose, devote ouraelvea anew 
to Ood. To our aiucere repentance let us add a 
return to our first love ard our first works.— 
Self-denial must become the daily habit of our 
aoul. Consecration to the service of Chriat 
must be entire and continual. We mutt re
deem more of the time for private devotion.— 
In this way we should seek a better acquaint
ance with ourselves, end a deeper knowledge of 
the word and will of God. Here we may gain 
those more eatig’actory manifestations of the 
love of Chriat which will render the pleasures of 
the world insipid and will enable ua to discharge 
ita duties and bear ita burdena with equanimity 
of Spirit, and with acceptance in the eight both 
cf God and men. More than this, wrestling ia 
sacrat prayer we shall acquire poser in hea
ven and power on earth. At the bidding of 
our faith, the Lord shall send the rod of Hia 
strength out of Zion and io mercy Ue shell rule 
among His enemies. The quickened, strength
ened power of holineae, of which we ere con
scious, shall immediately begin to operate up
on out family circles, our friands and neighbors, 
in every meeting for worship, and especially in 
the great coogregation. Our usual services 
shall then be spécial and extraordinary in the 
grace and blessing which cccompauy them.
* Signa and wondeta ’ of redeeming power • shall 
follow. We aball not have to wait till tbs dos
ing month of the Conferential year to fill up 
the lists of our membership. The saved shall 
he added daily. The revival shall have come

C. S

The premieaa on which * Laymen ' founds hia 
gumeats, aa adopted from the article of • J. G. 

A., hero always appeared to no incorrect. The 
report of yearly membership ia tot a fair criteri
on of oar sueeess aa a B ,dy. Out financial sys
tem Lae been operating agaiast it. For «very 
member reported from any circuits, a tax of seri
ous amount must be paid to sustain the children’s 
fund. This, on fltlds of labor struggling to sup
port their ministers, has a restraining ■ fleet on 
the hand which reports the progress of tba year. 
Nevertheless, the eoule saved are on the circuits, 
end just as likely to increase our atteugth and 
get to Heaven as if they figured on parchment. 
Then, there is a change in popular opinion all 
over Methodism, which, however unreasonable 
or unscriplural (and it makes headway against 
very powerful influence) is still antagonistic to 
the plea of fair annual returns. Many parsons 
now-e-deya receive benefit under our ministry 
who quietly aettla down to tba ordiances of the 
church and a consistent life, without attending 
class. The proportion of euch cases is far great
er now than formerly. It ia so in England, to 
here. Id the United States the return of mem 
fcership is made on a different basis. Our suc
cess is fir greater numerically than reported in 
the • Minute».’

But admitting that Method:atn ia leal sucreei- 
ful than formerly ; is there no cause ? We accept 
Ltymen'a ’ inferences and advice where they 

apply—God help us to profit by them ! Yet it 
appears to us that there are other reasons than 
those which ministers enumerate when they 
charge home increasing worldliness on the peo
ple, and Laymen when they point to evidences 
of decline in the Ministry.

Most of us cea recollect when Methodism waa 
possessed of on element, and doing s work, pe
culiar to itself. It brought over great nimbera 
from other eburches in this very wey. Oar 
church in these Provinces is composed, as any 
one can see, of member» gathered from every 
communion. They were attracted and impressed 
by something they did not find in their own reli
gious circle». We are «tending abreast of most 
evangelical churches to-day, in regard to means 
and résulta, not because we have gone down, but 
they have come up. This is no ungenerous al
lusion to other churches | they make the acknow
ledgement often themselves. They have adopt
ed many measures of usefulness which we alone 
employed years ago. They have Sabbeth eve
ning services at which moat of them levelled 
hard blows in former times. Revival meetings, 
in some instances under another name, ars con
ducted in most, the Episcopal not exoepted. 
The direct, practical application to the aiooer’i 
conversion ; the genial, sympathetic ministration 
of the pastorate ; the seasona of sweet Christian 
fc bwsbip among the people of God, arc now 
the rule more than the exception in all Churchu 
of our land. ‘ Thicks be unto God which 
always causeth us to triumph in Cnriat : and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by 
us to every place.’

We take solemn exception to the conclusions 
arrived at in the fourth paragraph of ‘ Layman ’ 
in his last letter. God asks for the glory and 
praise of his work. We shall not deny it to Him ! 
God theSpirit may have withdrawn bis influence, 
and there may be ' no sign,' in the circle of 
1 Layman's,’ observation ; it ia not so within the 
bound» of our Zion gent rally. Much aa we may 
have lost, it has not come to that I

As to the time bestneed on setmon-msking, 
much msy be said. Our most-successful Mini
sters have been studious. There is no need that 
study should interfere with pastoral activity. 
But Pastoral work and studious effurta have both 
recently been passing through a trans'tion 
amongst us. Circuits are cut down so that 
most of Ministers must appear four times aa of
ten before Ibe same people, aa was the cue with 
our Fathers. Books, Reviews and Education 
are all multiplying around ua. We are obliged 
to meet men on their own ground end lead them 
thence to Chriet. Intelligent congregations res- 
eonably demit d intelligent preaching, and they 
will have it. To any Minister whose true am 
bition animates him, there is much stimulus in 
the thought that an educated class will hear him 
on the Sabbath ; and in our day the Apostolic 
injunction applies with double force “ Study to 
show thyself approved ” &c.

But all this is only indirectly connected with 
the subjsct of Ministers salaries. We believe 
it would tell aa much against “ Layman ” 
his favour. If there ia one thing more depressing 
more unnerving than another it is the sense of 
neglect. If our societies are arriving at the con. 
victioa of decline ia the Ministry ; our Ministers 
•re reaching the conclusion that the societies 
generally are not meeting their duly in the item 
of cheerful, prompt, libera! remuneration 
their Pastors. There are noble exception» to 
which this mark does not apply.

We promised in a previous letter a suggestion 
relative to the difficulties introduced in our re
marks. Hera it is in brief,—A mixed Conven
tion. Lit our lay officials and friends meet 
the Ministers at some central point, to discuss 
these questions of the first importar.ee to them 
and the Church. We base bright prophetic 
views of what such a meeting would produce for 
our Minister! and people. Who will second 
this Resolution ?

A Wesleyan Minister.

te their duty, to the picket, and the scowl, and coea Mriea is just issued, a vol. of over 300 
Ika forlorn hope. It ie time tktt the bogle ahowld pp.( equally interfiling to the first. Tbeee 
■ouod e charge along the who1# line. From toIs. will be e valuable acquisition to every 
active personal effort, with cue general cocs-nt ' fami|y L'brtry.
«ball the primitive uoity come to we again, j They here issued three works admirably 
Then shall the power of the primitive Church j to Sunday School and Youth’» Libraries
come to we again, and the old glory «ball ehine ! Code Jojkn't Flamer Gatherer»” by Jane
upon us again ; and in a time far shorter then . jiy Fuller ; Philip B; anile y t Life JTorJt 
the time that ia past, ehall the kingdoms of ttiia j ami he fmtnd it and “ The Span,A Bar. 
world become the kingdom of our Lord and Sa- ! by the author ol “ Mery Powell,” a writer

Defensive and Explanatory.
Mr. Editor,—The letters of 1 Laymen ’in 

previous issues of the Wesleyan are doubtless 
dictated by sincere love for our eauae. But 
there are iiaumplioni in regard to Methodism 
in these Prosincee which eu rely might be deem 
ed uncharitable, Were it not for the writer's apir 
it and aim. He began by drawing a comparison 
between the laboura of certain aged or sainted 
Ministers and those of their successors ; and in
timated that as the membership entrusted to the 
sons in the Ministry is not maintained in nume
rical proportion as left to them by their father», 
there must be a cause. That cause is given at
length in hia second letter, and «imply mean»_
our Ministers have lost ground in seal, aingls- 
neas of aim, nod thorough conviction of their con- 
«aeration to their greet, one, work.

There are a lew things which • Laymen ’ bas 
forgotten or ignored ; end a few other things 
^hioh probably bava not coma under the obser
vation of one whose knowledge has been neces
sarily limited to n few fields of ministeriel I sbour 
Our successful ministers of past days have not all 
left us. There are several of them etill in our 
ranks ; and their xeal and piety have undergone 
no diminution. Yet our honoured fathers feel 
keenly, and acknowledge, the change which ia so 
perceptible; their voice» are heard in conference 
deprecating and deploring over the common 
want, and leading their Junior’» to devoht bumi- 
lation of spirit. If the circuits of brother n known 
and loved aa greatly aoccisiful in soul saving 
years ago, were still reporting progress in 
numbers annually there would be force in 
* Layman’s’ position. No eye can observe nay 
very grant distinction in this reap act.

Note —Our previous letters hove caused some 
talk on the auhjsct of Minister's salarias See. It 
was our design that they should. We staled the 
average salary io our Conference to be $560. 
Tne drift of our ramirka would show that ooly 
ordained Minister» were included io this figure. 
By “ average salary ” we meant the amount re
ceived from all sources toward the ancial in
come ; not the sum allowed by Conference regu
lation, nor the amount paid by any distinct Cir
cuit. Toward axpettaea of House, Horae, Ser
vant, all, excepting children, this we believe to 
be about the average sum. A few Circuits go 
beyond toil figure ; a great many are under it, 
even when their Grant is inclod» d.

Oar aim in those letters wa» to help our 
Brethren end secure a succession of laitblul men 
to out connexion. The subject of talari*! bears 
intimately oo both these points, and we» could 
acarcely hope for the icccmpliahment of our pur
pose without controversy.

Letter from the United States
MISSIONARY ANNIVERSARY IN BOSTON 

For the first time in the history of our Mis
sionary Society, baa it adjourned its auniveraary 
from New York. Thii year it commenced its 
aaniveraary in NewYeik, and idjoroed to Boa- 
ton, from there it will go to the leading citiea 
in tha States. It came off in Boston last Sab
bath, and it waa a season of great interest. The 
special services of the occa.ioo were held in Mu
sic Hall, which waa thoroughly picked at an 
early hour. Governor Claflin, of Musschusatts 
presided. Dr. Here, of Tremont Street M. E. 
Church offered prayer. The first speaker was 
Revd. Joseph Cummings, D. D., President of 
Wseleyan University, Middletown, Conn. He 
took a comprehensive view of what Christianity 
bad dor,e and what it would yet accomplish of 
ita great mission to mankind. Hu remarks ware 
pertinent, earnest, appropriate, thrilling. " One 
of the greatest wants of the Chnreh,” he said, in 
our age, is labor—organised labor. The Church 
must reform itself or the Church will die. It ie 
fall time that the lineal uniform waa laid aside 
an4 that tha warrior soak a sterner joy in the 
conflict. It is time the young men should rally

viour Jetas Christ."
Bi«hop Janes was the next speaker. He show

ed that it was a purpose ol heart to do all we 
eou'd lor Chriat, thoagh that purpose might lead 
us to suffering and death, that waa wanted to 
save the world.’ “Oh that I could,” he eeid.
“ induce every man and every woman in this 
vast assembly, to lay one band on their hésita» 
and lift the other to heaven, and say, Divine 
Lord, I conaecrate, I pledge my life, fortuce, 
and my tiered honor to establish Thy gracious 
dominion in the world. If that were done, this 
meeting would be felt to the ends of the earth ; 
if that were done, it would be felt in heaven, if 
that were done, it would be felt in the heart of 
God.” He thus referred to acme of our mis
sionaries:—” Harriet Newell, purest spirit, thy 
early martyr dssth was a glorious contributes 
to the miesioLxry cause. Jsecu Lee, the origi
nal path-finder of empire, who scaled the Rocky 
Mountains, and tracked the desert plains, that 
he might save the poor Indian on tba Pacific 
coast." B.eased brother ! thou art more honored 
io heaven than thou wait on earth. Melville B. 
Cox, who gave hie life for Africa, and who ut
tered on hie dying dey, “ Let a thousand fall be
fore it be given up.1’ Oar first missionary to 
China,—a noble young man, whose memory lises 
in tha hearts of our people, wrote to me, beg
ging me to insure him a place before the mast 
as a common sailor, io tbit,in bis own language, 
h a itrong arm might pull him to China." 1 need 
not lay that the audience waa moved and thrill
ed under the powerful address.

Ree. Mr. Punahou was next introduced. Hia 
able, eloquent address will long be remembered 
by the audience. Hi laid there never was a 
period in the world’s history, when the ark of 
God was carried into hotter battle, whan it waa 
surrounded by elements of fiercer antagonism, 
then at the present time. There ia idolatry, a 
great giant foe, holding six bundle! mitions of 
the human race—yes, in the 19.h century, hold
ing six hundred millions of the race, atilt en
thralled ; which, keeping from the mind any con
ception of the true G .id, bolds it under a tyranny 
of passion, in a ead eclipse both of intellrctual 
and spiritual knowledge." The vset audience 
listened to the cliquent speaker with greet de
light, and W»re, no doubt led to resolve on doing 
m ire than ever to carry forward successfully the 
missionary cause. The anniversary extrciies in 
Boston were a grand suce» as.

POLITICAL.

Toe President’» Message and the Reports of 
the various ha ads of drpartixeiU, are giving 
general satisfaction. Tney show a liberal poli
cy on the part of the Government, and that the 
nation is in a state of great prosperity. The na
tional debt is still large, but is teirg reduced ra
pidly, and at the pieaent rate of reduction, wil| 
soon, if not entirely cancelled, be so far re
duced as not to be embarraisiog It ia row as
certain» d that lbs total of lo»a by oar late war 
to the whole country. North and South, was nine 
thousand millions ol dollars. This includes the 
estimated expenditures and loaa of property in 
the Confederate States by reason of the war, 
which is said to hive been $2,703,060,0011.

IAD EVENT.

Mr. Albert D Richardson was shot by Mr, 
Mr. McFarland, Nov. 26 h, in New York oily 
The circumstances were these—Mr. Riobsrdson 
and Mrs. McFarland bad formed an intimacy 
which ripened into a determination to be united 
in marriage. To efftet this union, Mrs, McFar
land goes to Indiana and gets a divorce, which 
greatly enraged Mr. McFarland and led him to 
commit the dreadfel deed of taking Mr. Richer I- 
aon's life. When it was ascertained that Mr. It 
must die Irom the wound, he wss married to 
Mrs. Sage, (late .Mr». M Farland) by Revs. H- 
Ward Beecher, and O. B. Frothingham, the Rev, 
Dr. Field assisting. This his brought a storm 
on Mr. Bisoher’a head that is terrible. He says 
he supposed at the time that «he— Mrs. McFar
land—was divorced on Scriptural grounds, but 
it ia now evident that she was not.

The event has called forth a pretty full discus 
lion of the Christian low of marriage, which will 
do good, but we regret that the d scussion should 
have been rqceaioned by an event ao exceeding 
ly tad. The parties are of high standing. Mr 
Riobsrdson wss a native of Maeeechusette, and 
was 37 yean of age. He became a correspond 
• nt of the New York Tribune in 1859, and con
tinued with that journal until his death. During 
the late war he waa correspondent under Gen 
Grant’s army. In May 1863. he fell into the 
bauds of the Confederate*, end was a prisoner 
ootil December 1864. After his release be wrote 
a volume entitled, •• The Field, Dungeon anil 
Escape.” During hia imprisonment bia wife 
died and left him three «mill children. Since 
the war, hie time has been occupied io writing 
for the Tribune, end in writing hooka, several of 
which hive been published, emong which are 

Beyond tht Mississippi," and the " Lift oj 
Uen”Orant,” which have had an extensive sale. 
Mr. McFarland waa s lawyer ot some standing 
in New York, sod hia wife, now Mrs. Richard
son, is a lady of fiee taints. „

Loose—or what are called “ free lose" views 
of marriage—evidently lie at the foundation of 
thii dreadful tragedy, and ae trust it will he a 
warning to those who think lightly of the mar
ring* relation and obligations.

RELIGIOUS. IUS >
Tba religious interest, to which I called atten

tion io my last, still continuel. Many of our 
Societies era enjoying a bleated work of grace, 
and in some of them multitudes are converted 
to God. Mrs. Van Colt, the only female locsl 
preacher in the Meibollat E. Church, is doing 
wotders in turning the people to righteousness. 
She is truly a revivalist. Would there were 
more such io the Lord’s vineyard. We need 
earnest Christian labor» r«, whether male cr fe
male, to siva man.

LITERARY.

Mr. M. W. Dodd, has recently issued several 
works of g - eat interest, and p-rmsnent value. 
Among them ia one entitled, “ Limps. Hitchers, 
end Trumpets ; Lectures on the vocation of the 
Preacher,” by Edwin Paxton Hood The au
thor is well known by hie previous works—
“ Wardiwortb,” “ Dark Sayings on a Hirp.” 
&r., end is a distinguished minister of Qieec- 
sqnare Chapel, Brighton. The present work 
consista mostly of Lectures delivered to the stu
dents of the Psetor’e College" in London, 
under the direction of Bev. C. H. Spurgeon, 
end is dedicated to him. It is largely illus
trated by anecdotes, biographical, historical, and 
elucidatory, of every order t-f pulpit elOq'ience 
from the great preachers of all ages. It is full 
iDetraction, and no one can raid it but with in
terest and prdfi». Every minister will find in it 
a vast fond of information, and a choice coilec- 
tion of anecdotes, gathered from the biograph es 
of the moat distinguished ministers of the past. 
it ia alio a work for the people, etui will not 
fail to interest and profit nil reader». The Se

well known by “ The Maiden knd Married Life 
of Mary Powell ”—the “ Household of Sir Tbos. 
Mcore "—Cherry and violet”—'* Jaques Ben- 
neval," See. These are chsrmirg wrrks, that 
will net only in let est the ytung, but will 
prove them in heart and life. Their moral and 
religious tone is cxéellen'.

The new reties of Lessen Bocks for Sunday- 
school instruction, is «xceediog'.y vsluable and 
will be invaluable helps in this department o 
Christian labor. They possess new and impor 
tant features, and are believed to be in advance 
of anything now used in our Sunday-schools. 
The system divides the school into thice grades, 
with a higher grade for the Bible cissies. The 
subject of the lessons is the same in ell the 
grades, but adapted in each to the capacity of 
the scholar. - The Lessen hoi ks, as well as the 
Manuals, are provided with a chart of-the Holy 
Lind, tracing the journiee of Christ, end loca
lising all the events in bis life end ministry. 
The Ttseller's Manuals are a new 'eature. ard 
one peculiar to the system. They romain the 
Quittions, Sic. in the Scholar's book, full Ge
ographical, Explanatory, and other information, 
Scripture Fsralle s, Practical Lessons, end s 
variety of matter calculated to make the lesson 
attractive, it «tractive, and impressive. We 
think,! bat every Sunday-school «ill find it greatly 
to their advantage to u-e this series of lesson 
bocks on the Life of Chri»t.

Messrs. D, Appleton & Co., have issued •' The 
Origin end Development of Religious Belief, » 
by S. Baring Gould; M.A. This ie a work of 
great research, and though fr< m a philosophic 
point of view, it demenstratea how that '• Chris, 
tisoity, by its furdam»ntal postulate,—the in 
carnation—inum-s to me»t ell the teligi us 
instincts, how it does meet them, and how fai 
lure is due to counteracting political aid see al 
causes," the woik allows great ability, sound 
and healthy in tine, and excites the feeder's in
terest in the inquiry opened to bis view. The 
’’ Pursuit to Holiness : a »qual to the thought» 
on personal religit n, intended to carry the 
reader somewhat farther onward in the spiritual 
life,” by E fw-itd M. Goulburo, D D., is a title 
of a work just issued by the asme house, ard 
one that will subserve the interests of religion. 
Tney have also issued the first volume of the 
Life of Daniel Webster, by George Tick nor 
Gertie. Mr. Webster in hie will, directed that 
a I his letters, manuscripts srd pipers he Irena 
fried to his literal y rxeculors—Edward Everett, 
George T cknor, C. C. Felton, and Geo Ttcknor 
Curtis, and that they were to use the said papers 
and manuscripts io such a msnnsr as they might 
judge best. Two of tbs executors have died 
and one of them is how engaged in performing 
the fiosl duty thst devolved jointly upon the 
four. The lirai volume of the biography, a work 
of 589 pages, is now before the public, and will 
be r»al with great interest. It is a most valu
able contribution to our b'ographical literatuie 
Its mechanical execniion is in the highest slyli 
of the art.

“ Jotn Ploughman’s Talk, or Plain Advice 
for Plain People,' by C. H. Spurgeon, aud just 
issued by Afessrs. Sheldon it’ Co. The author 
says in bis Preface, that *■ 1 have tried to ta 
to ploughmen and common people. Hence re 
fiotd taste and dainty words have b»en di 
carded for strong old proverbial expressions at. 
homely phrases. 1 have aimed my blows el the 
vices of the many, and tried to ireuleate those 
moral virtues without which men ere degraded 
and miserable.” It ie a work that will hi read 
and whoever,reads it, will be instructed and be 
oefited.

This publishing house i-sues a monthly mags- 
sine,the Galaxy, devoted to literature end gent* 
ral intelligence, which ie ooe of our most racy 
spirited, able, and interesting ot the monthlies. 
U bas e large list of our belt writers, and main 
tains a high standing for morality. Its literary 
character places it among the first of our magi 

*• Cecil

The Ecumenical (?) Council now in session it 
Rome, has not been lost sight of hv the Protes
tants of this city. The evangelical ministers of 
the d fferent Churches united in hoMing public 
meetings for prayer cud other devotional cur
asses.

These meetings have been num»rou«!y st- 
t-nded, and in the addrefs-s , there was in 
entire absence of denunciation or dogmatism. 
Pity for toe erroneous, esrnost sxpreisiora of 
desire for the conversion of R'tre and h«r ad
herents, aid prayer» breathing tee Spirit of 
Christ, jure delightfully manifest. Mo«t touch
ing petitions were presented lor the Pope, that 
God would have mercy onjthat poor old m in 
“Tfcet He in whoa* hands are the hear s of all, 
would turn the counsels ol these Ahilhophels to 
foolishness "—that Jesus the only Ilea»! of the 
Church would erlighteu and direct the eloquent 
Hyacinthe an I other i who are turc, ing from 
Rome end groping for the light ;—and tint the 
persecuting Saule tray become the a; oatolic 
Paula propagating the faith they once de«tr red 
“until throughout the ramificati, ns i-f Rome, 
the one Mediator hrtweei G id ard man’’ she! 
be procl«:med, embraced and loved. At one cl 
the meetings the following TcVgrstn from the 
London Times was read to show bow tha 
precious promise w.n ver fi*d,—‘ And it «ball 
come to piss thst before th»-> call I will an seer 
—Thing» at Rome are auguring ill for the Coun
cil. Galltcaniam ia rampant. Toe Austrian 
and German Bishops demur to the dogma of in
fallibility, and discord ie apprehended aiming 
the Italians. Ac.” God is evidently at work 
among the natiors bringing order out of the 
chaos of confuiior, ami saying a second time 
“Let there be light." Oh ! tor more sympathy 
with the Saviour in his designs and operation» 
—greater devotedneae to his woiIl.’-savirg 
work—mightier believing prayer that tiring» 
Heaven down to eatlh, and lift» tbs earth to 
heaven !

The time ao tong (untold 
By sacred bards of old 

When wrapt in ecstasy by heseenlt nre 
“ liuw long " the Waryyrs sa».
And Christian millions pray.

So charmed with music front the prophet"» tyre ; 
Millennial Kra 1 Heaven on earth'
When shall we hail the glorious bitih ?

J. W IN TE It BOTH AM,

Circuit Intflliqmre.

P E. Island Correspondence.
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan 

No, dear sir, I hate not “ become weary of 
writing" to your increasing readers; and your 
question urges me again to j tin your numerous 
correspondents

We live air, in eventful limes. Mighty changes 
are taking p'ace, political and ecclesiastical Not 
only the changeful year, but the world itself ie 
hastening to c cae. Hire, aa elsewhere, events 
transpire, bu they may not be deemed impor
tant enough to chronicle.

Some of our Missionary meetings have already 
been held throughout the Island, and those at
tended by your correspondent (and they were 
not a few) were unusually characterized by spir
ituality of tone and liberality ot conlrihution.

Oarjbountiful harvest has been justly celebrat
ed by a dey of Colonial Thanksgiving. Appro
priate discourses were delivered to grateful ge- 
ther.ngs, who vocally and practically praiatd 
God for unprecedented plenty, and preaervation 
from the furious elements and overflowing floods 
that have devastated our Provincial neighbors.

The navigation is now closing. Immerse 
qunutiites of productions from our prolific soil 
have been exported. The hurry from the 
homesteads with the loaded grain—the roads 
pouring the orcduce like rivera to the sea, the 
wbarvea crowded with tailing leamitera and 
shouting shippers, presented scenes of excite
ment ; but now the merchant fleets have fled be
fore the formidable forces ot the frigid foe. The 
noble St. Lawrence '• is laid up for the winter ;’ 
but the “ l'rinetes of Wales,” ironed for the ice, 
still plies to the Pictou port. A little longer end 
our Island Home will be locked up in the froz
en gulf, ini our only menai of communication 
with the outer world must b> by ice-boat and 
the vocal wire. Wonderful erents we wait to 
bear of.

We greatly rejoice to see the erection of a lof
ty and c» mmodioue brick building for a Wesley
an Academy. It has the best site in the city- 
rises four stutiea high—presents a magnificent 
appearance—and will be a blessing to the Is
land. Nearly three thousand pounds have been 
subscribed by eur liberal, large hearted fricr.de, 
and two thousand more are needed to complete 
end furnish it. With tbie object in view a grand 
tea meeting was held last Wednesday in the spa
cious Basement of our Church, which was mure 
than crowded by friends from every Christian 
church in town and country. About eight hun
dred sat down to tha aumptouily furnished ta
bles, gratuitously supplied by our uudo-without- 
eble friends, the ladies. Appropriate and inter- 
eating addresses were delivered by the Reve. H. 
Pope and J. Dseis, by W.Heatii, W.E.Dawaon»

St Andrews
Mr. Editor —Our Misaioiary meet rg< tame 

off ab >ut a fortnight ago, ai d although we had 
only two speakers—Bro. Dutches and Bro. 
McK-own—our p»ople call it one of the best 
that haa been in St. Andrews for year*. Toe 
speeches of both brethern far surpassed their 
usual efforts.

We held meetings also at Bocabro anil Dige- 
guaah, one ten and the other eighteen miies 
tii«tant from St. Andrews, where me understand 
Met) o list missionary meetings were never held 
before. In these plates we had two excellent 
Hirelings and received about 832 Oar mis
sionary receipt! will be much in advance of lait 
year.

We begin to like this circuit very much, al
though the climate, which seems to agree with 
every one elle, do’nt at all rgree with ue. The 
people are very kind. Bince we came they 
have repaired and partly furni-bed the parson
age. Recently the congregations hive very 
much increased, end ere etill increasing. The 
collections, eccording to our Circuit Steward 
hive been 1 tiger these two last quarters thin 
ever before. The ladies ere to have a B»i«nr 
ibiot Chriitmie in brhelf of the personage — 
Thera are also srm* slight indications of spirit
ual improvement. Some are beginning to in
quire after God.

Tnere ie another version of the chapter — 
We have bed an excellent local- preacher—Bro 
Great head from Englsud — u hn has gone fo S'. 
J ira. His leaving wi I insku the Circuit, if 
well w.tiki'il, very hard.

Here is on si m- other circuits, the Church 
end parsJhitgi arc in nebt. What a cures to 
ptnachera and people are tb.isc d»b'--huildingi. 
Blessed Would he the day lor Methodism in 
thise Provinces, it tin wealthy laymen would 
take the matter in hard, at.d say that these 
debts ihtulil tie swept natty. In many cas-e it 
would be over $100 00 addid to the preachers 
yearly income.

Y juts,
CU.tRI.KS B. 1’ITULADO

Carbonear Circuit
MISSIONARY MKRTINU.

Mr. Editor —It i* our duty to Fend >ou • 
brief report of th- Missionary Annm ruirf of 
the C irbontM r Cirrui'. On S jnday morning 
the 21U ulr.f th» Rev. T. Harri*. cl Harbour 
Grace, pr* a$tied fmm Mitt. ix. .3«1-38. in which 
d'scourxe h- ably «h > we.i th* pre^nt etat* of 
Paganism in distent land*, and the n**crs$i»y 
th*-re w te for sending forth I ih 'urt*m to break 
down th“ir idols and bring tht hesthen to the 
knowledge of thtir Lord.

In thy afternoon, ihs R»v. 8. T. TVed, of St. 
John's, presetted lrcm Rev. vi 2, and earnestly 
showed the power of the Christian religion, s* 
a civilising agent in the great work which it has 
achieved, and that it was dt-s'irud to achieve 
greater victories in “ going forth ordering 
and to conquer.*

The Anniversary meeting waW^e'd <>i tbs 
Wednesday followirg.

The Rev. C.Cowben conduced the devotion- 
si exercises, at th#* close of which John Rorke, 
E*q M.I1 A., was appointed to preside over the 
meeting, who after a short and appropriate ad
dress called for the report.

Tha R-v. G. Forsey tea 1 an uccllenf Report 
of the Foreign Missions of the pint y#*»r, show
ing the success which ha* crowned the efforts of 
the Mi»s:onary, and that wv should take fmh 
courage and ren-w our strength in tlii« nobis 
work.

The resolutions ef the evening were moved 
and seconded by those appointed for this duty, 
who earnestly appesVd unto those preient, 'or 
their co operation in enterprise, by
showirg them that it was th#*ir duty to engsge 
in every good work and to give a* the Lord bid 
pro«p#-red th#m.
Financially, the mating was qu'*e nat'i-factory, 

the collection amounting to $121 CO to which we 
must add the sum of $10 41 collected by setersl 
uvenilee, who dererve c « dit f< r their efforts t* 
iding the ad vane* men' of tf c miia onsry csote. 

The mrcing was very w#-il ottcnd»d, snd we 
have much reason to praie- (i <1 for His grtst 
goodness unto us and may we ever he foend 
faithful unto Him as H« into us, hnr.g ready at 

ll tim-« for Ilia e^rvice, and whatsoever cur 
bands 6od to do, do it with our m gh'.

I) Il Rl RBîDtiE 
Carbonear, A. F.t Dec. 7, 18G9.

Lt J

Opening op the Nf.w Mission Huvsk in 
Barrack Street —This large *n 1 commodi
ous brick building, which bus be-n erected by 

. our go>d hrfvh-r. Edward Jbst K q . at a cost
and J. U. Hall, hsqrt., Hon. G. Beer, and )our, cf about $12 000. for it e purposes of s City 
hamb'e servant. Music was sweetly discoursed Mission, is to be dedicaxl «o the purposes in* 
hy our large and efficient choir ; end nearly six- te»ded at a public merlin* to he held in it th'«ve«- --'-“I. «• ..........:s. rstess:
proposed to hold a Basaar of such amazing pro- ; ei|| b, t«kcn in aid of tht Mission Fund. The 
portion» tkat it woold/riykten all but our friends- publia are invited tv attend-
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