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f rom the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for February

“ The Noble Army of Martyrs 
Praise Thee.”

Triumphant hoel ! for Christ I bey d ied. 
Because he died for them ;

Stoned—sawn asunder—crucified—
Or wrapt in fire—yet death defied,

And shouted in the flame !
Christ’s martyrs, quivering at the stake,
Felt it high bliss for his dear sake !

But who are these, upborne on high,
On angel's wings of down ?

On India's scorching sands they die,
But rise to immortality,

And grasp the martyr's crown :
A new battalion swells the song.
Of martyr-saints—a thousand strong.

The martyr dies to live again,
On history's page to glow :

A Christian cannot die in vain ;
A martyr’s death is priceless gain 

Of triumph o'er the foe ;
And crnel death and nameless wrongs
Are changed for victory and songs.

Christ's martyr-army round bis throne 
A loftier chorus swells ;

Hands lately folded in our own,
Wave palms in bliss and joy unknown,

And dwell where Jesus dwells.
We sigh for maityrs who have died,

- We shout for martyrs glorified !
Benjamin Govuh.

MountjieUl, I’evernham Circuit.

%

l;'rom the London Watchman.

The President’s Sermon.
SUNDAY, JULY 31.

On Sunday morning, the Rev. S. D. VVad- 
dy, President of the Conference, preached 
to an immense congregation, in Oldham 
Street Chapel. The platform was crowded, 
chiefly by Ministers.

The Rev. W. L. Thornton read the 
Liturgy with great impressiveness. The 
Lessons selected were, Isaiah xxxv. and 1 
John i.

The President look for his text the words 
—1 John t., 0.—“ The t which we have seen 
and heard, declare we unto you, that ye also 
may have fellowship wi'h us, and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ "

In the early days of the Christian Church, 
he said, Satan seemed to have “ made baste” 
to impregnate it with heresies. Those here
sies were peculiarly distressing to the Apos
tle, inasmuch as they contained a large pro
portion of the element of truth. John saw 
their evil effects on the Church ol his day, 
and, with a prophetic eye, their ramifications 
in after times, and felt it necessary to occupy 

• the later pages of the Scriptures which he 
wrote with n simple exposition of the first 
principles of religion. One of the most 
considerable heresies of his day was Gnos
ticism,—founded by Simon Magus. It con
tained a perversion of a great truth, and did 
much mischief in the Churches,—and we, 
in our day, heard of it, perhaps, more than 
any other,—the truth perverted being,
“ That God delights in the happiness of his 
creatures." , It would seem to bean entirely 
legitimate application of that truth to say, 
therefore, that God did not delight in any
thing which made us unhappy ; and it would 
be easy to be deluded by this, as a truth as 
general and wide as that of which it seemed 
to be the legitimate corollary,—that, there
fore, the imprisonment and persecutions of 
the early Christians, and even their main- 

T tenance of a system of doctrine which could 
only be maintained at such fearful cost, were 
displeasing to God ; and it only needed one 
more step to complete the mischief,—that, as 
God delighted in anything which made his 
creatures happy, sensual gratification, world
ly pleasure, ease, idleness, and sin were 
viewed by him with favour, because, though 
in themselves foolish, like the gambols of a 
child, they Worded happiness.' John coun- 

. teracted these errors by his preaching. Re
specting this preaching, a consideration 
might be taken,

I. Of the Apostle’s Doctrine; and,
II. Of his Reasons for teaching it.
I. As to his Doctrine. It was contained

in the chapter before them, which gave a 
grand but brief summary of the entire sys
tem of Christian doctrine. What, then, was 
its character ? " That which we have seen
and heard.”

1. By" this John meant to represent it as 
a tangible, palpable, powerful, influential 
reality, and not a mere theory. The Gospel 
of Christ was not a mere beautiful theory ; 
and there were some Scriptural expressions, 
such as “ felt,” “ handled,” “ tasted,” in 
which the absurdity of an opposite notion 
was manifested. The promises spoke of 
“ comfort." Revelations and theories of 
comfort would convey no consolation unless 
the comfort were applied ; and it was to be 
said of every other doctrine that it was ah-^contused 
surd, if it were to be considered as having 
for its ultimate purpose a mere intellectual 
revelation. All the doctrines equally re
quired to be felt an experienced, in order 
to the accomplishment of the gracious object 
they bad in view.

2. John disclaimed, by the words of the 
text, all right to declare that which he had 
rot seen and heard. If ever there lived a 
man who had such a right, it was John, who 
was ** the beloved disciple,” and was re
markably prilvgt d. But even he disclaimed 
any power to inculcate that which he had 
not received. No man should treat eccle
siastical authority lightly or carelessly ; but 
no man, and no number of men, had aright 
to enforce that which was not contained in 
God’s holy Book, nor could be clearly proved 
therefrom. Let men be entrusted with the 
settlement and arrangement of matters of 
interest and importance ;—let them, with all 
prayer to God, with the use of the best 
system He has given them, and with that 
special guidance He has promised to those 
who keek it from Him as touching his 
Church ; let them devise modes of service, 
institutions of discipline, rules of order, ar
rangements for the |>erpeluation of theChurch 
in its existence and influence, and the ad
ministration of its charities ; and on all such 
arrangements, blessed by God, and made 
instrumental in the accomplishment of His 
work, Christian men would look with solem
nity and awe. True, they were the ordi-

of men. “ Submit yourselves to

1 every ordinance of man, for the I.ordU sake.”
Let every man in his calling/fégard with 

; respect the authority of th-y Church, and 
yidd to it an intelligent andywilling obedi
ence The great truths of religion may be 
believed, their, influence experienced, and a 
godly life performed, in connection with 
these ordinances; and the Chu-chman should 
yield to bis Convocation and Bishop, the 
Presbyterian to bis Presbytery, and the 
Methodist to his Conference,—to all these 
ordinances, ‘ for the Lord's sake.” It was 
not essential to a man's salvation to adopt 
one or the other of those systems, but it was 
essential that he receive the Word of God 
as contained in the Holy Book, and simply 
and earnestly believe it. “ That which we 
have seen and heard declare we,’’ and that 
only do we declare to you as absolutely 
necessary for your salvation.

What, then, was the' Doctrine ? It was 
contained in two or three verses in the chap
ter. The first was,

1. The Divinity and Sonship of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. A theory of Simon, recently 
revived and backed by the support of learn
ing and influence, was that Christ was only 
a Teacher sent from God ; that be was 
man of exemplary virtue, and that his were 
words of wisdom. The enmity of the carnal 
mind of Christ had never been roused by 
tbo<e claims of partnership which had been 
put lorth on the side of Christ to be con
sidered as one of the world's teachers or 
divinities. The world would have no objec 
lion to grant Christ a niche in its Pantheon, 
and to concede to him a place in its mytho
logy, to whom men might pay alternate and 
occasional service. The enmity of the world 
was raised as to its high, divine, exclusive, 
saving claims. It might be said, and it was 
a revival of Lord Shaftesbury’s argument 
100 years ago,—that if the claims of Christ 
and his religion were such as the world had 
never seen before, his followers should be 
perfectly content to place those claims sim
ply in competition with other systems, and 
to let them stand the test with those other 
systems and theories. Exceedingly specious 
but dangerous, Tbe testimony which one 
man received from another, bad, in strict 
and severe truth, nothing at all to do with 
the character of the man by whom the tes
timony was given. There were certain 
statements in the chronology, history, and 
philosophy of tbe Bible which had received 
illu-tration, and what the world called A con
firmation,” by? the experiment-and discove
ries of modern science ; but the man who 
believed any declaration in that book more 
because human science had confirmed it, 
must believe another portion of it less which 
bad not been thus illustrated, and soon be 
would believe it not at all. Those parts of 
the Bible which had to do with salvation 
never could receive scientific illustration ; 
we had to do with then» aa the words of 
God, and to receive them as such. The 
Trinity in unity, the immortality of tbe soul, 
the resurrection of the body, tbe atonement, 
the vicarious suffering of Christ for our sins, 
his acceptance by the Father, the exercise 
of a living faith, and the Spirit’s ope râlions 
in ruling and governing the human affec 
lions, were doctrines uninfluenced and un
touched by mere human learning. They 
were to be learned from Christ ; and tbe 
only philosophy which brought them home 
in their power and evidence was that Reve
lation by which He revealed Himself to the 
believer as he did not unto tbe world ; and 
the key which unlocked the mystery was not 
the crucible or the laboratory, but the failh 
which brought into a reality of existence 
and life, all the hidden things of God.

2 The holiness of God thé Father. 
“ God is light, and in him is no darknes i at 
all.” Jjight was wisdom, opposed to ignor
ance—holiness, opposed to sin—joy, opposed 
to suffering. God was “ light” in these 
senses. Light was “ sown fur the righte
ous,” and its diamond-like sparklings grew 
brighter and brighter to the perfect day. 
That which was essentially the character of 
God must be the character of God’s religion. 
Apply that test to all the systems of religion 
which had been propounded.—to Moham
medanism, with its impurity and sin, and it 
would be seen to be not of God ; to I'opery, 
which took away the glorious light and 
would have us believe that •• ignorance is 
the mother of devotion," and it was not 
good, nor of God ;—and to our own religion 
and experience, which, if it was such as to 
make us holy, happy, and wise, we should 
cultivate and cherish.

3. Original sin. Man, it was true, was a 
creature of circumstances, but not so merely. 
Is was untrue that the human mind was like 
a plain tablet on wnich might be written just 
what we pleased. Man was by nature 
a- rse to God. And then, allied to this 
doctrine, was that of actual sin.

I. Another doctrine taught by John, 
was, the Efficacy of the Blood of Christ for 
Justification and Sanctification. “ Faithful 
and just to "forgive us our sins.” The faith
fulness of God had as much to do with it as 
his, mercy. Tbe atonement was a complete 
atonement. The ordinary notion about jus
tification was frequently much clouded and

It was thought that God the 
Father abated the rigour of his law, that 
Christ did something towards making up 
the fearful difference, and that, by man's 
compliance, a soit of compromise was ef
fected and man was pardoned. There was 
not a word of all that in the Scriptures. 
The holiness and rigour of tbe divine law 
could not be relaxed. No contingency could 
arise needing any new provision. Some 
thought the sacrifice of Christ was some 
quota contributed toward the completion of 
the divine purpose ; but Christ had paid the 
full penalty and given us all that was suffici
ent lor justification and sanctification.

II. Why did John preach these doclr.nes? 
It was an unfortunate religion, for every one 
embracing it suffered in consequence. Its 
own Founder was crucified, and all his dis
ciples, except John—and he was banished— 
had followed their Master through suffering 
and martyrdom. Was it, then, in order to 
make men miserable f No ; but “ that 
your joy may be full ” A man might have 
all that outward suffering, and yet have ful
ness of joy. “ That ye also may have fel
lowship with ns ; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father.” Wherever true reli
gion dwelt in tbe heart, it would manifest 
itself in an earnest desire for the benefit of 
others. Hence it led Moses to say to his 
father-in-law, “ Come with us,” and Philip 
to tell Nathaniel that he had found the Mes
siah, and Paul, when he stood before the 
heathen judge, to wish be were altogether

he was, ..a Christian ; and it was the

language of heaven itself,—“ The Spirit 
; saith, Come." Christian fellowship was a 
l vastly important matter. The objectors to 
Christianity seemed to have some advantage, 

| because tbe things of most importance in it 
were those which were least easily or accu
rately to be conveyed in human language. 
Everything was comprehensible in propor
tion to its smallness, and incomprehensible 
as it became expansive and magnificent. 
Let them get into tbe fulness of Christian 
communion. ” Fellowship with the Father.” 
That far transcended tbe fellowship of the 
saints. One of the great wants of their 
individual and collective character was, fel
lowship with tiod- In this, real onion and 
mutual confidence were necessary. If they 
were cautions, and refrained from express
ing their mind to their friends, friendship 
would be mortally wounded. God would 
communicate his secrets to the Christian if 
he would commune with God. In all thy 
ways “ acknowledge Him and He will direct 
thy paths.” Men sometimes looked for the 
fulfilment of thst promise when they had 
only performed half the conditions. Let 
them breathe out their hearts to God in 
private prayer, tell Him in childlike terms 
their troubles and wants, and God would 
reveal Himself in all bis Providence to them, 
and that, in circumstances in which they 
did not at all expect. But why, asked some, 
should we tell God all these things ?—does 
He not know everything, and will He not 
supply the needs of bis creatures ? God 
delighted in the prayers of his people, and 
would be “ inquired of,” Fellowship with 
God was the grand pr.nciple of conformity 
to God. If two minds went together, the 
weaker one would be influenced by, and 
assimilated to, the stronger one, provided 
there were no suirit of resistance, “ I live, 
and yet not 1, but Christ liveth in me,"—my 
will is lost in God, and my mind is that 
which was in Christ Jesus. Enoch walked 
with God. He breathed after God, lived in 
God,— God over all, in all, through all,—he 
walked and talked with God, until his mind 
was impressed by the mind of God, and he 
became a living echo of bis Maker, and the 
transition was an easy one from earth to 
heaven, and he “ was not,” for God took 
him.

The sermon occupied an hour and twenty 
minutes in its delivery.

Family Prayer.
No man should feel satisfied with simply 

silent prayer. The habit of expressing your 
feelings through tbe medium of words, not 
only makes them distinct and clear, but it 
makes them strong On the other band, no 
man should pray so little as he would pray 
when he only prays by vocalization and ut 
terance. There ought to be in every man’s 
life, every day, appointed period# in which 
there should be utterance in prayer before 
God, in which a man should be accustomed to 
develop hi, feeling in actual language and 
words ; and over and above that, and after 
that, there should be prayer and thought 
ejaculation—the uplifting of unexpressed 
feelings—both of them should go on toge
ther, working and co-working with each 
other. There are many persons who are 
deficient in prayer, because they never have 
cultivated themselves by expressing their 
prayerful feelings. There seems to be a 
difficulty in beginning. 1 suppose that it is 
always hard to speak in an unknown tongue, 
and to speak in a tongue we do not under 
stand before people we do not know, brings 
to every ont. some feelings of shame.— 
Many Christians shrink from taking up tbe 
cross of family prayer, but most unwisely 
are they dealt with who are dealt with ten
derly on this subject, Any man who has 
a family round about him, whatever it may 
cost in the beginning, will do wisely to take 
up family prayer. As to reading it from a 
book, every man must have his own liberty ; 
it is better to read (ban not to pray ; but it 
is still better lo read from your own reli
gions experience than from any other vol
ume. I am sore that a man who walks with 
crutches is better than a man who does not 
walk at all ; hut a man who walks well 
without a crutch is better than a man who 
walks with either a cane or crutch. The 
expressing of devout and thankful feelings 
before God in prayer, is one of tbe most 
oeedlui things for Christians.

The Waldenses no Baptists.
The^New York observer publishes a let

ter to the Rev. Dr. Baird from the excellent 
Dr. Revel, whom many of our readers will 
remember to have seen when on a visit to this 
country a few .years since- Some of our 
Baptist brethren, knowing the antiquity of 
the Waldensian Church, had claimed as a 
strong historical argument in their favour 
that the Waldenses have followed the prac
tice of baptizing by immersion. Dr. Revel 
settles the question as to their views, both 
as to the mode and subject ol baptism. He 
says ;—

“ As to the questions which you have ad
dressed to me, touching tbe mode of admin
istering baptism, I hasten to answer them in 
the briefest and most precise manner pos
sible. 1. The mode of baptizing in our 
Churches is predobaptism, by the sprinkling 
pure water on the forehead by the minister, 
who pronounces solemnly tbe sacramental 
words, ( Malt, xxviii, 10,) in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoet.
2. The practice has never varied in our 
Church, and we have never bad, nor do we 
now have, any opposing or Baptist party.
3. Although the Waldenses of Piedmont 
have always been predobaptists, we find ene
mies who accuse them not only of rejecting 
the baptism of children, bat baptism in gen
eral ! This accusation has apparently some 
foundation, inasmuch as in the middle ages 
it was brought against those who in tbe 
South of France were called Waldenses, but

ho were a portion of the Cat ban. It is 
thus that the work of Rainerions, ‘ Contra 
Waldenses,’ sets forth and charges upon us 
the doctrines and practices of the Cathari. 
But you know that the Cathari, who for a 
long time existed in the South of France, 
derived their doctrines from the East, which 
they wrought op into a mixture of Gnostic, 
Monicbean, and Paulician principles, with 
some of the truths of the Gospel ; and that, 
according as there were more or less of tbe 
evangelical element, they professed a dual
ism absolute or relative. But all the Ce- 
thari were agreed in rejecting all that was 
traditional and external. They pretended to 
re-establish the primitive and apostolic sim

plicity, sod this under a form corresponding 
j to their own principles They rejected pre- 
’ dobaptism, and for the most part baptism 
in general. The first class maintained even 
that John the Baptist was an agent of Satan, 
and that his baptism was a means of enrol
ling disciples. They pretend that in the 
New Testament baptism stands for repen
tance. Tbe true baptism for them was 
made by the imposition of hands, and the 
prayer which they called coneelametum, and 
the latter was of a double nature. They 
had one for the credentes (those who were 
just introduced into the sect,) and another 
for those who were called perfect! or con- 
solati.”

“ Mysterious Power.”
Christianity, like a child, goes wandering 

over tbe world. Fearless in its innocence, 
is not abashed before princes, nor confounded 
before synods. Before it the blood-stained 
warrior sheathes bis sword, and plucks the 
laurel from his brow, and the midnight mur
derer turns from bis purpose, and like the 
heart smitten disciple, goes and weepi bit
terly. It brings liberty to tbe captive, joy 
to the sufferer, freedom to the slave, repent, 
ance and forgiveness to the sinner, hope to 
the faint-hearted, and assurance to the dying. 
It enters the hut of the poor man, and sits 
down with him and bis children ; it makes 
them contented in the midst of privations, 
and leaves behind an everlasting blessing. 
It walks through cities, amid all their splen
dor, their imaginable pride and tbeir unut
terable misery, a purifying, ennobling, re 
medying angel. It is alike the beautiful 
champion of childhood, and comforting asso
ciate of age. It ennobles the noble, give* 
wisdom to the wise, and new grace to the 
lovely. The patriot, tbe priest, the poet, 
and the eloquent man, all derive their sub 
power from its influence.—Mary Houria.

The Hebrew.
The word Hebrew signifies Trans flu- 

vianue, be that cometh from tbe other side, 
namely, of the river Euphrates, and is sup
posed to have been given to Abrabam on his 
arrival in Canaan. The word Palestine sig
nifies the Land of the Emigrant. How pro
phetically symbolic are the names Htbrcw 
and Palestine ! They both indicate that 
not one man alone was to be a wandering 
Jew, but that every Jew was compelled to 
be more or less an exile and a pilgrim.— 
Perpetually is the Israelite a man that Com
eth from the other side, far, far off, and 
and every land that his foot toucheth is to 
him the Land of tbe Emigrant, where he 
bath no continuing place of abode- His 
doom is tragical ; let us weep over it— The 
Critic.

tiorrtgponbenct.

Religion in Barrington.
Concluded.

With regard to tbe efforts of Methodism 
to promote tbe religious interests of this 
people, it may be remarked that as early as 
1783 tbe preachers of that section of the 
church found their way to Shelburne— 
about twenty miles to tbe eastward of Bar
rington. In the life of the Rev. William 
Black, p. 105, we find him extending his 
evangelistic labours to that place : — “ 1 
sailed for Shelburne. Our hearts were 
gladdened by the sight of some of our 
friends from York, just set down in the 
midst of these barren woods, with not a 
single house in the town. Brother Barry, 
in whose tent 1 stopped, sat up all night, 
and insisted that I should lie down." And 
in April 1781 we again find that zealous 
evangelist in Shelburne, where on tbe 7th 
of that month he “ preached three times, 
and met two classes” The year following, 
the Rev. Mr. Crowell commenced hia labors 
in Shelburne ; and in 178C be and the Rev, 
James Mann (Wesleyan Ministers) visited 
Cape Negro and Barrington. Tbe former 
of these writes to Mr. Garretson (Garret- 
son's Life, by N. Bangs, N. Y., p. 155) :— 
“ It would do you good to see the dent peo
ple, some rejoicing and others mourning— 
depend upon it, there is a blessed revival 
here.” Mr. Mann, writing to the same per
son, remarks : «• God is carrying on his 
work in a glorious manner in Barrington ; 
the people flock from every quarter to bear 
the word ; the fields here seem ripe for har
vest" In August 1786, Mr. Black wrote 
to Mr. Garretson, “ It gives me pleasure to 
hear of the prospects in Barrington.” This 
*as in the early days of Methodism in this 
Province. It was not until about 1780 that 
Mr. Black commenced his ministerial labors 
in Cumberland—and from that event tbe 
history of Methodism in this country origin
ates ; its earlier movements having been 
under the zealous conduct of lay members 
of the Society who bad emigrated from 
England. Tbe cause, at this period, (1786) 
in its infancy, and the preachers few in 
number, was, nevertheless, characterized by 
its usual zeal and aggressive movements, 
and hence we find its agents, with self-deny
ing labor, penetrating into the destitute parts 
ot the province, and, notwithstanding the 
absence of roads, and the impossibility of 
passing from place to place except on foot, 
Barrington among other places shared in 
tbeir toils and successful labors ; and some 
who personally witnessed those labors, and 

lives the subject* ol their salu
te a period within the

The Sculpture of Habit
Did you ever watch a sculptor slowly 

fashioniog a human countenance ? It is not 
molded at once ; and it is not struck out at a 
single blow. It is painfully and laboriously 
wrought. A thousand blows rough cast it. 
Ten thousand chisel points polish and per
fect it—put in the fine touches, and bring 
out the features and expression. It is a 
work of time ; but at last the lull likeness 
comes out, and stands fixed forever and un
changing in tbe solid marble. Well, so does 
a man under the leading of tbe Spirit, carve 
his moral likeness. Every day he adds 
something to the work—a thousand acts of 
thought, and will, and deed, shape the fea
tures aod expression of the soul—habits of 
love, and parity and truth. Habits of false
hood, malice, end oncleanliness, silently 
mold and fashion it, till at length it wears 
the image and superscription of the Evil 
One.—Plain Parochial Sermont.

writer’s knowledge to give verbal testimony 
to the power and beneficial results thereof, 
and by tbeir own pious and devoted lives to 
prove that those labours bad net been in 
vain in the Lord. From that t^ne to tbe 
present this place has not been us any pe
riod altogether destitute ef the labArs of a 
Methodist ministry. Nor have those minis
trations been devoid of abundant proofs that 
they were effectual through God to tbe 
promotion of morality and piety. Nor can 
it be shown that the results of any means 
brought into operation either at, or since, the 
interesting period of “ 1842," have been 
more marked or distinguished as the result 
of Divine agency. It cannot be denied 
that the doctrines, religious experience, and 
moral deportment inculcated in all Metho- 
diatic teachings are eminently calculated to 
produce tbe most elevated state of religion 
and morals in any community upon which 
they are brought to bear. Nor would we 
be backward to accord the same, 'tendency 
to tbe teachings of other denominations of 
Christians, but if comparisons must be made 
—and they seem to be forced upon us, the 
principal instance to the contrary which bas 
occurred within my own knowledge, was 
that of a respectable and gentlemanly cler
gyman of the Episcopal Church, who in a 
discourse delivered in a Wesleyan chapel 
in this place, broadly and in so many words 
affirmed : “ God forbid that I should say 
that we can live without sin in this life ”— 
It.was not defined wbat tins it was we were 
to remain the “ servants of.” Nor would 1 
for a moment indulge the idea of that gen- 
tlemnn entertaining loose views of morality 
in respect to the commonly received aspects 
and bearings of the subject ; far otherwise. 
Tbe remark was probably made to guard a 
Methodist congregation against—shall I say 
the fatal—error of expecting too high a state 
of holiness of heart and life—from expect
ing, and vainly hoping, to be ‘‘ preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lurd Jesus 
Christ."

In reviewing the history of a people so 
“ reckless, hardened and unconcerned about 
tbeir immortal interests,” it may not be 
amiss to ascertain whether they have made 
any, and what, provision for conducting the 
public worship of Almighty God amongst 
them. We hare referred to the building 
erected by the first settlers at about the cen 
tre of tbe Township. About the latter part 
of the last century, or the commencement of 
tbe present, a Baptist or New-light meeting 
house was erected about three miles to the 
westward of the one referred to, on the road 
leading to Shag Harbor and Woods Har
bor, and somewhat convenient to Cape 
Island, then not very densely settled. To 
these places the people sesorted from all 
parts of the Township in boats, and on foot 
over paths barely passable—for roads were 
then an almost unknown convenience. Such 
gatherings were not uncommon in the earlier 
days of the writer’s recollections, and in 
1787, Mr. James Mann writing from Bar
rington to Mr. Garretson, observes (Gar- 
reison’s Life, p. 155) : “ The people flock 
from every quarter to hear the word.”

In the early days of Methodism a chapel 
was erected on the eastern side of Cape 
Negro Harbor, and one at Cape Negro 
(western aide), these conveniencing the in
habitants of Cape Negro and l’ort la Tour, 
—private dwelling honses also being ofienjfor 
religious services in every locality, on Sab
bath and week days. About the year 1813 
a Methodist chapel was erected at the head 
of tbe harbor, and a new Baptist meeting 
bouse about the same time. Near the site 
of the old one, and more recently, another 
one was put up and handsomely finished, 
nearer the “ Head.” A new and enlarged 
Methodist chapel at Cape Negro took the 
place of the old one about the year 1820 ; 
that also having been since replaced by a 
still more commodious one. A meeting 
hoose for the joint accommodation of the 
Methodist and Free Will Baptists was erect
ed at Fort la Tour about the year 1820-25, 
and within a few years past the Free Chris
tian Baptists have erected a building for 
tbeir own accommodation in the same vicin
ity ; and a new and well finished Wesleyan 
chapel bas been opened for Divine service 
not far from tbe same locality, affording 
greater convenience for the settlers in Boies- 
ville and tbe shores of Barrington Bay.— 
Cape Island has had two Baptist meeting 
houses for some time past, and a third has 
recently been added to the number; and 
within a few years a Fresbyterian place of 
worship has also arisen on that island.— 
Bear-point, Shag Harbor and Wood's Har
bor have for some years past had meet
ing houses to accommodate the population 
of those localities ; and a Wesleyan chapel at 
Westpaasage, near the site of the Episcopal 
church, has for nearly twenty years past 
afforded that neighbourhood a convenient 
opportunity of attending Divine worship, 
conducted in connection with that section of 
the Church. Although public services are 
not conducted every Sabbath by ordained 
ministers in all these places ol worship, 
there are usually religious services held in 
most of them, c mdocted by iay members of 
the respective churches ; with this auxiliary 
means of keeping public attention awake to 
religious matters ibis place has been privi
leged since the commencement ot, Methodist 
and Baptist agencies being brought in
to operation. These services consisted of 
singing, prayer, reading the Scriptures, and 
suitable pointed discourses and exhortations. 
Individuals capable of, and morally and re
ligiously qualified for. conducting such ser
vices, have been raised up by the providence 
and grace of God at different periods, and 
at various parts of the 'township. Tbe con
sequence of all this has twen a degree ol at
tention to religion, and tn6-tiligious observ
ance of the Sabbath, creditable to tbe com
munity. And yet, after all, Barrington has 
and continues to present an aspect which, 
when compared with any other portion of 
“ North America " is “ the most neglected,” 
not another solitary spot in the whole north
ern continent presenting such evidences of 
neglect on the part of those whose busi
ness it «M to care for the seals of men ! — 
Bat, if I am correctly informed, it is sought 
la extenuate this gloomy picture of moral 
destitution and neglect, by referring its ap
plication to Cape Sable Island and Wood’s 
Harbor as the localities alluded to, sod as 

itifying all that is affirmed. Indeed ! 
ere the parties to whom the Circular was 

to be sent endued with more than ordinary 
discernment to be able to divine (be hidden 
meaning of the author ? His words are : 
“My field ef labor is the Township of Bur
lington," including Port In Tour, dec* Sto,

I and to this “ field of labour " the whole 
! Circular applies. Is it just, is it decorous 
—not to say Christian like—thus to stigma- 
tize a whole community in terms void of 

5 one alleviating leature—and that in a pri
vate communication to persons to whom the 
maligned have no means of presenting a de
fence. Shall a whole community be thus 
libeled by a comparative stranger, who, to 
judge tbe most favourably of tbe case, ap
pears to be totally ignorant of ihe past his
tory of tbe place, and to have judged of its 
present position through a most distorted 
and prejudiced medium. Nor does it de
tract from the criminality of such a proce
dure that it was a private communicsuion. 
A secret calumniation is tbe most to be 
dreaded, and, when discovered, the most 
deserving of castigation.

That Irom their local situation and other 
causes. Cape Island and Wood's Harbor 
were leas favorably circumstanced than other 
portions of the Township, may be admitted, 
and that as a general feature their moral 
and religious state presented a more unfa
vorable aspect in former years we are not 
disposed to deny ; hot we hesitate to adopt, 
nay, we must refrain from; the unqualified 
discretion of the Circular, as to tbeir tem
poral and religious condition—“ dragged out 
a miserable existence,” 5cc. Although gen
erally poor, the population of those districts 
were industrious, and procured a comfortable 
subsistence by fishing, the coasting business, 
and the cultivation of the soil—extreme 
poverty being scarcely ever witnessed.— 
They were not entirely destitute of religious 
means ; aud it was not uncommon for the 
people to resort to Barrington on the occa
sion of ministers visiting it. For the last 
thirty years Free Will Baptist churches 
have been formed, and the means and ordin
ances connected with that section of the 
Church have been pretty constantly enjoyed 
by those sections of tbe Township. It would 
be unjust in remarking upon this subject 
were not special and honorable mention 
made of the important and marked improve
ment wh#h has taken place in Cape Island 
in consequence of the labours of the late 
Rev. Asa Megray. Whether the improved 
aspects of those communities is owing to 
tbeir having been “ frightened into a revi
val," or to other causes, this i. certain, that, 
taken as a whole, the assertion of the peo
ple “ being more reckless and hardened ” 
than formerly is not jusulied by facts.

But this state of things continued until 
1842. Auspicious period ! long to be re
membered as a memorable and jubilant 
epoch in the history of Barrington ! Then 
—happy for tho reckless population—a new 
and improved state of things was inaugur
ated by tbe zealous labours of an Episcopal 
missionary having been brought to bear 
upon this hitherto—of all other portions of 
North America—most .neglected field,*of la 
bor. Now it was that, doubtless, highly 
beneficial and permanent results were to be 
realized ; and theaa anticipations, it seems, 
were not doomed to be disappointed, for 
“some were awakened and showed a desire 
of returning to the Church of their lathers.' 
With regard to the religious tendencies 
and predilections of the population of 
Barrington at any period, I am safe in 
affirming that not one in a hundred would 
be able, in tracing their pedigree to a re 
mote period of the past, to find a single 
individual connected with the Episcopal 
Church. As to the original settlers they are 
correctly described by the Bev. Mr. Garret 
son life p. 157) in a letter to the Rev. J 
Wesley, 1787, m which bo assigns as one 
reason of hia being received on bis first visit 
to Barrington with considerable caution and 
prejudice that “ The people were dissenters 
almost to a man." it would not be a diffi
cult matter to trace the religious prejudice, 
(so to speak) of all who have manifested a 
preference for the Episcopal Church in this 
place since 1842, or professedly connected 
themselves therewith ; and the result of such 
investigation would shew that with two or 
three exceptions they were never connected 
with, or in any way attached to any other 
branch of tbe Christian church and ‘.bat 
from birth, education, dec , tbeir predilections 
were always with it ; and hence they had no 
occasion of “returning to tbe church of 
their fathers, ’ two out of the three ezeeptiom 
might trace tbeir pedigree through Baptist, 
New Light, Independent, and Puritan 
sources for centuries back without finding a 
a single Episcopalian" among them. In 
this connection it will be proper to re 
mark that tbe persons included in tbe above 
description as connected with the Episcopal 
Church since 1842 op to the present time 
do not exceed 20 in number, not including 
infants and minors not confirmed : and tbe 
whole township is undivided in making this 
estimate. “ Return to tbe church of their 
fathers !" It is true that some of those twenty 
might have referred to a time when a pa
rent in distress, under the influence of “ The 
spirit of bondage to fear ” was happy to 
secure the sympathy, religious advice of aod 
Christian communion with Methodist minis
ters and their people, seeking in vain from 
other sources the counsel and prayers by 
means of which that state might be super- 
ceded by that of “ tbe Spirit of adoption,” 
But even those had not to return to the 
Church of tbeir fathers, not having ever con
nected themeelvca with any other denomi
nation. It may not lie amiss to notice one 
instance of the “ zeal ” of the “ Missionary” 
—whether it was according to knowledge or 
not, judge ye :—viz., that of addressing a 
congregation in a Methodist Chapel compos
ed principally of Methodists, Baptists, and 
Free byte riaos, on tbe subject of the superi
ority of forms of prayers over those profes
sing to be extemporaneous ;—asserting that 
the latter would be found to be in most e 
a bed repetition of the same sentiment* time 
after time.

One Sabbath school has been connected 
with “ Tbe Church " for some years peat, 
and by the attention of the lay members 
kept in existence, I believe, in the intervals 
of tbeir having been without a pastor. The 
second Sabbath school referred to in the cir
cular was so referred to by anticipation and 
never came into existence. Tbe Bible 
Class originated, 1 think, with the Rev. Mr. 
Stewart, whether continued by hia suc
cessors or not I •» “°t informed- The 
S.KK..I, Schools and Bible Class have m 
some instances been chiefly composed of in
dividuals whose parents were connected with 
other Cborehes, aod the bulk of the congré
gations attending the ministry of Ihe Epis
copal clergyman ie composed of persons con
nected with other churches and eongrtga-

One word with respect to Cape Sable ls- 
i land being •• still the dread oi mariners.” 
j “ Cape Sable," properly speaking, and the 
contiguous ledges and rocks present dangers 
in thick weather, especially to the mariner 
proceeding into or coming out of tbe Bay 
of Fundy—but “ Ci pe Sable Island,” an is- 

! land of considerable dimensions lying with- 
j in the “ Cape " and which is now inhabited 
1 by a pretty dense population, is said to be 
| the dread of the mariner. XV hat idea the 
persons for whom the circular was design
ed would attach to that expression is ques
tionable. With all the associations of wreck
ing as practised on the coast of Cornwall 
and Ireland in former years in view, would 
not horrors of inhumanity and murder be 
presented to their minds. Every person of 
proper views and feelings must regret and 
deeply deplore the fact that in common with 
moat places where wrecks occur instances of 
pilfering and dishonesty have been too com
mon in past years, but as to inhumanity, mal
treatment or murder of shipwrecked persons 
not a single instance has t-Ver occurred to 
the best of my rt collect ion in the whole 
county. 1 have never heard a lisp of other 
than the most humane treatment ol this 
unfortunate class of persons. The improv
ed state of education and of the religious 
and moral character of the people residing 
on the sea board of this coast will doubtless 
soon result in eslablsshing tor them an an- 
impeachab e fame not only for humanity and 
kindness but for inflexible integrity and 
uprightness.

The author of the circular says, “ I am 
trying to establish schools at the different 
stations," And is il so, that this Township 
has remained destitute of schools to the pre
sent day ; nearly a century of its history 
gone by and only just now an effort made, 
and that by,one recently came to the place, a 
mere stranger, to establi-h schools for its 
sadly neglected children ? O ye shades of 
our puritan forefathers, what would ye say 
to such reprehensible neglect in your degen
erate children '! t) ye descendants of a race 
of New Englanders, of whom it has been 
said that they were all horn lawyers, what 
would your intelligent ancestors think and 
say il they could be informed of such a 
disregard to intellectual culture? Surely it 
is not to he wondered at that, after such 
neglect of the educational intercala of the 
young, any community should be doomed aa 
as a natural and unavoidable result to ” drag 
out a miserable existence,” “ careless and 
reckless."

B it let us ascertain, if possible, by the aid 
of sober facta, bow the tpieetion of education 
in B irrington stands. For many years past 
education has been aided by grants of money 
from the Provincial treasury. Those grants 
were managed for the county of Shelburne 
by a board of Commissioners having all the 
schools in both townships (Shelburne and 
Barrington) under tbeir direction, aod aid 
was supplied to schools formed in the various 
districts of the township. Woods Harbour 
and Cape Island included. Not having ac
cess to the record* of Unit hoard I am un
able to state when it was first organized ; 
what amount ol money was supplied by it 
for the support of such reboots in this town
ship ; or what was the number of schools : 
it wai in operation however several years 
preceding 1842 at which date this town
ship was formed into a separate and inde
pendent school district, having a lioard of 
Commissioners to superintend its affairs. 
Since January 1842 up to Dei*mher 1868, 
the sum of three thousand nine hundred 
pounds has been received by the Board of 
Commissioners from Ihe Provincial treasury 
and expended in aiding the people in paying 
school teachers, (with the exception of the 
sum expended in payment of Clerk's salary 
and other incidental expenses not amounting 
in all to six per cent of the whole sum)— 
these schools have been located in every 
section of the Township including Cape Is
land, Woods Harbour, ice, Ac. In no 
six months of tbe above period of eighteen 
years have there been less than eleven 
schools in operation, the greatest number has 
amounted to thirty-two and on an average 
there have been 12 schools in operation year
ly. 1 am not prepared to give the statistics 
ol former years, but probably the following 
particulars respecting those of the last year 
may be regarded as affording a view not far 
from a correct one respecting any period of 
the past.

In 1842 the schools were made up of 450 
children at a cost to tbe people of -£380.

There were from June to December 1858 
—2U schools composed of 715 children — 
supported by Z263 paid by the people and 
£146 by the Government grant. From De
cember 1858 to June 1859, 21 schools, 707 
children, £243 paid by the people and £100 
by Government grant.

No Provincial grant in aid of schools was 
ever drawn for this township until the organ
ization of the above first named Board of 
Commissioners probably about the year 
1830—1835, but I think I am right in affir
ming that probably not a year passed since 
the first settlement of the place without a 
school or schools being in operation during 
the winter months—both day and evening 
schools. This is true as to the period with
in my own recollection. Allhoogh the 
schools of the present day present an aspect 
of great improvement on those former pe
riods ; and although there may lie much room 
yet for further improvement, it is never
theless true that at no former period were 
there as many individuals, natives of Bar- 
riogton who could not write, read and per
form sums in Arithmetic with sufficient ac
curacy to answer tbe ordinary purposes of 
the employments in which they were en
gaged. Speaking from a pretty general 
knowledge of the population, consequent 
upon bis connection in early life with a mer
cantile establishment having pretty exten
sive dealings with tbe community, the writer 
is able to state that tbe instances were rare 
of persons unable to sign tbeir own names.

It is a source of unmixed pleasure to the 
writer of these remarks to be on the most 
friendly terms with Christians, and especial
ly with Christian ministers, of all religious 
denominations and consequently were per
sonal feelings alone consulted in respect jo 
the subject under consideration he would 
have remained silent, but when the charac
ter of the whole community is implicated 
end the action of the various branches of tbe 
Christian Church in respect thereto ie liable 
to be misapprehended should incorrect state
ments remain uncontradicted, he conceives 

would be reprehensible, and with 
pain and regret it is that be sub- 
animadversions lo public view,


