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THE GREAT TRAGEDY.

The morning of April 1st, 1873 will long 
be held memorable as the period when the 
most dreadful shipwreck of modern times 
occurred. On that calamitous moruing, 
nearly five hundred and fifty human beings 
—men, women and children, came to an 
untimely end by the stranding of a noble 
steamship on our coast. It was an appal­
ling and heart-rending disaster. It was 
chatacterized by incidents of the most 
mournful and pathetic kind. It has plant­
ed in the bosom of thousands a grief that 
will prove life-long. Its plaintive and 
tragic story has touched the hearts of mil­
lions, and awakened their pity and indigna­
tion.

The spiritual lessou of this dread catas­
trophe is so plain, so clearly taught that 
none can misunderstand it ; so impressive 
solemn and important that none should 
neglect to lay it to heart. Under its teach 
iog every man should feel that there is but 
a step between him and death,even when the 
unclouded stars shine softly upon him from 
above, and below, his bark seems wafted 
homeward by gentle winds over uuvexed 
seas, and should therefore seek through the 
atoning sacrifice of the DivineRedeemer that 
readiness for entrance into the presence of 
God that robs death of all its terror. This 
is a lesson which on a larger or lesser scale 
is forced upon our attention every day ol 
our lives. We shall consequently not dwell 
longer thereon at this moment.

But let us contemplate the circumstances 
under which this terrible disaster was 
brought about. Regarding it from the 
purely human standpoint, we ask was this 
terrible event one of those that no human 
skill, forethought aad energy could have 
averted ? Or was it one of those calamities 
that could have been averted only by an 
extraordinary degree of care and ability, 
such as we have no right to expect from 
ordinary men entrusted with a splendid ship 
and with the lives of a thousand people. 
At the moment of writing the Halifax 
Court of Enquiry has not completed its in 
vestigatiou. But all the evidence of value 
in the case that can be adduced has been 
given to the public. Let us survey the 
matter in the light of that evidence.

At noon on the 31st of March, the Cap­
tain of the Atlantic, on the eleventh day of 
hie voyage finds hie ship to be four hun­
dred and sixty miles from the entrance of 
New York harbor, with only 127 tons of 
coal on board, and two days general pro­
visions for nearly a thousand persons, and 
making but seven knots an hour. Were 
ordinary precautions taken in coaling and 
victualing this ship before she left Liver­
pool? Was it the right thing to do to send 
this ship, at one ol the most boisterous sea­
sons of the year, across the ocean on a 
voyage some eleven or thirteen days in 
length if everything should be favorable, 
freighted with almost a thousand people, 
with only thirteen days full provision on 
board ? What it her machinery should get 
deranged in mid-ocean sa that her voyage 
should be a long one ? What in that case 
is to prevent her passengers perishing by 
hundreds from starvttion before land can be 
reached on either side of the ocean ? Was 
it prudent in provisioning this noble ship 
to make no allowance for the possibility of 
her voyage beiug a protracted one ?

The ship happily met with no disaster in 
mid-ocean, though during some days she 
made but slow progress in the teeth ol head­
winds and heavy seas. Nevertheless at 
one o’clock in the afternoon of March 31st, 
after taking counsel with his officers, the 
Captain of the “ Atlantic ” resolved to 
run into Halifax to re-coal and re-victual 
bis vessel, Sambro Light being at that hour 
170 miles distant. Forthwith the ship 
was headed Halifax-ward, and as if to 
speed her along, the wind veered so as to 
sweep across her quarter. Thence onward 
for hours and hours, every thing seemed to 
operate in her favour. The swell went 
down, and when night came, the clouds 
passed away and the stars shone out.

Through the hours of the evening a gen­
tle excitement reigned on board. The ves­
sel was known to be fast approaching the 
laud.- The monotony of the voyage was 
about to be broken. The ship was to re­
main at least some hours in the far famed 
Halifax Harbour. The pent up passengers 
would be able to stretch their limbs for 
awhile on terra firma. Some of the Cabin 
passengers, weary of the voyage, returning 
to friends impatiently awaiting their arri­
val, probably came to the conclusion that 
they would spend a day seeing the sights 
at Halifax, and take the train on the fol­
lowing day for St. John aud Bangor, and 
thus finish their journey homeward on laud.
As midnight drew on, they all sought their 
berths, and slumbered and slept, none pro­
bably dreaming of danger.

The gallant ship sped on toward the 
coast at almost her highest rate of speed. 
The steam was up in force. The machi­
nery moved like clockwork. The sleeriug 
apparatus was in perfect order. The beau­
tiful creature swept through the light crest­
ed waves like a thing of life. True, there 
was danger ahead. But then, bow easy to 
avoid it. There were light houses to be 
shortly seen, by which she might be guided 
in her pathway. There were magnificent 
charts on board which revealed the charac­
ter of the approaches to Halifax Harbour.
The soundings off and along the coast were 
laid down on one of those charts with pains­
taking accuracy. Theie were souudin" 
appliances at hand of the moat reliable 
sort. She had a Commander of large and 
varied experience of the dangers of the sea. 
la addition, she had in her other officers, 
four skilled navigate- to care for her well­
being, and had also t full crew of average 
efficiency. By the aid of the best nautical

lating with a certain degree of exactness 
her average rate of speed. Surely under 
these circumstances it should have fared
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well with the ship and her living cargo.
\Tliat was needed to ensure the ship’s 

safety as the small hoars of this fatal night 
drew on? No remarkable display of 
manabip was required from anybody. The 
emergency would have been fully met by 
precautions of .the most common place de­
scription. It needed that I be speed of the 
ship should be carefully ascertained from 
hour to hour, that a vigilaat outlook should 
be maintained from such positions in the 
ship as would enable the watchers best to 
see whet lay ahead, that the ship should 
move slowly during the hours after mid­
night, that, as the horizon to the North 
was never perfectly clear, and frequently 
darkened by clouds so that it would be im­
possible to see low-lying land at any great 
distance, the lead should be thrown often

Had not the hundreds of men, women 
aad children who lay wrapt in slumber 
below during this the last oigbt of their 
lives the right to expect that such ordinary 
care as this would be expended to save 
them fiom death ? Oh, surely such an 
expectation was a very modest and reason­
able one. Aud if these common place pre­
cautions had been taken, is it not certain 
that the great tragedy would not have 
been enacted on this fateful night?

Which one or what number of these 
precautions were taken by the parties con 
earned on the night in question ? It is 
almost certain that sufficient care was not 
taken to ascertain the Atlantic’s rate of 
speed between one p. m., on the 31st of 
March and 3 a. m., on the 1st of April, 
and that no thoroughly effective look out 
was maintained during the hours of danger. 
Aud it is absolutely certain that the lead 
was not cast at all, and that the Captain 
was asleep in his Chart-room when he 
ought to have beeu wide awake on the 
bridge of the ship.

One man there was on hoard Ibis doom 
ed ship, on this night of terror, who would 
have been equal to the situatiou, had be 
been in a position to exercise authority 
Quarter-master Robert Thomas would have 
saved the ship had his counsel or bis en­
treaties been allowed to have weight. He 
had learnt the positiou of the ship at noon 
aud its distance from Sambro Light. He 
had watched or otherwise made himself fa­
miliar with the speed of the ship from that 
hour till half-past one on the following 
morning. He had calculated justly that the 
•hip at this later moment was perilously near 
the land. He besought the second officer to 
turn the ship’s course from the laud. Rebuff­
ed by him, he suggested later to the fourth 
officer that he should be permitted to look 
out for land at the main yard. Again was 
his entreaty disregarded. Finally after 
o’clock, he urged the carelese second officer 
to rouse the sleepy Captain from bis ill-timed 
slumbers by shaking him ; and Wlien the 
dreadfully mismanaged vessel bad been 
rushed upon the rocks, and death was busy 
among the passengers, Robert Thomas was 
one of of the bravest of the brave in his life 
saving exertions. We hope be is young in 
years, lie seems to h|ve in him the min­
gled courage aud capacity which mark the 
hero in time of peril. He should be heard 
from honorably by aud bye.

Surveying the circumstance? of this 
most deplorable Case, we cannot but con­
clude that five hundred and forty seven hu­
man beings, in this instance were the vic­
tims of a neglect astounding as it was 
reprehensible. J. R. N.

London, on the« 
tcstimoiiiil to the Rev. Dr. Moffat. the noted

LETTER FROM ENGLAND.

To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan,
Rev’d. Sir,—I have long read the 1’ro- 

vicial Wesleyan with growing interest, 
aud think it ought and must be valued by 
the Methodist people within your Confer­
ence. lu accordance with this I have 
sometimes tell the wish to seud you an oc­
casional communication contaiuiug some 
items of news that may not be given you 
by other correspondents. You will just 
make what use of my epistle you think bett.

You noticed the fact that a Methodist, 
and the son of a Wesleyan Minister, was 
the first Wrangler at Cambridge this year, 
and that several other Methodists won high 
honours on the Mathematical Tripos. Mr. 
Harding was educated at Wharfedale Col­
lege, Boston Spa in Tadcaeter, Yorkshire, 
by R. Olver, LL. D., brother of Rev’d. G. 
W. Olver, of Southlands Methodist Train­
ing College.

The list of Candidates of the Cambridge 
Classical Tripos was issued ou Thursday, 
and the fourth position is woe by W. A. 
Meek,of York, the sou of Sir James Meek, 
who as well as his father, the late Sir James 
Meek, have been uolrd Curriers aud lead­
ing Methodists at York, though Sir James 
uow worships with the Primitive Method­
ists. The ihirteeuth name on the list, J. 
M. Angus, is the sou of Rev. Dr. Angus, 
President of Regents Park Baptist Cellege, 
known as the author of the Bible Stand Book.

Mr. W. S. Allen, the Methodist Liberal 
Member of Parliament for Newcastle un­
der Lyne, has published hie views on Meth­
odism in this country, and regrets that al­
though our ceuuexion is more rich and 
powerful with 1400 ministers 11000 Local 
Preachers and 300,000 members, we sre 
not making as much progress in numbers 
as we ought.

The cause he thinks is that there is less 
earnestness, less aggressiveness, too much 
regard for respectability aud a departure 
from the old Methodist Plan of out door 
preaching. The cure, he considers, to be 
more earnest effort on the part of each 
member of Society and Minister, more out­
door preaching, more red-hot sermons, 
more aggressive work, less formality, and 
mere powerful appeal, to the heart and 
conscience in connexion with the elaborate 
sermons preached. This pamphlet is sell­
ing largely and is well received.

In another coemunieatiou I may name 
other causes. It is pleasing to those who 
take a great interest in the prosperity of 
Zion, to know there ire causes at work 
which promise to give us increasing numbers ; 
among the rest, the i acres sing number of 
meetings held for the attainment of the blese- 
ing of entire sanctifier ion, and the numbers 
attending them and seeking that holy and 
na ful gift and work, thus preparing themselves 
by Goa’s bit s i ig^ for winning souls for

Congregations! Booth African Missionary, 
consisting of Kent India Guaranteed Railway 
stock £5260, yielding an income of £235 a 
year ; £556 being handed to the Doctor to 
invest as be theogbt good. Bishop Crowtber, 
the native West African Episcopal Cbnicb 
Bishop, address»! the and tenue, si did a 
Secretary from each Nouooofotmiat Misti- nary 
Society, and eight Members of Parliament.

The movement for the disestablishment of 
the English Episcopal Protestant Church is 
kept up by lectures and public meeting» 
Maey of these meetiegs have been broken up 
by beads of rough fellows apparently hired 
for the purpose by those who wish to put a 
stop to the agitation.

These parties even have succeeded io pro­
curing the greater number of the tickets of 
admission to the lectures, and at a Lecture de­
livered by Rev. D. Jones Hamer, in the 
Salford Town Hall, on Religious Equality 
the True Liberalism, aad at which Mr. 
Councillor W. Lee presided hands ol 
roughs kept up from eight o'clock till a late 
hoar a continued storm of alternate vehement 
greens, shouting, hissing, booting, bowling, 
cock-crowing aud singing of songs, so, as 
utterly to prevent Mr. Hamer being heard 
though he was on his legs for hours persever 
iog quietly in his efforts to get a a hearing.

At Leeds, Leicester, and a number ol 
other towns, such uproarious meetings 
have been held and dissolved, without the 
speakers been allowed to address the audi­
ence.

There seem to be men who have plenty 
of money and the inclination to spend it iu 
thus preventing discussion. The union be­
tween these Conservatives, the Publicans, 
and Brewers, has led to such disgraceful 
proceedings. We have plenty of roughs, 
who for drink end money will do any kind 
of base work.

Though not personally an anti-state agi­
tator or liberationist, I am disgusted with 
such disturbances.

The excise returns of Great Bri'aio and 
Ireland shew a consumption of 20,872,183 
gallons of British made Spirits ; an increase 
of 2,798,539 gallons. The quantity of for­
eign and colonial spirits imported 9.030, 
835 proof gallons, an increase of 135,320 
gallons over the quantity of the preceding 
year.

The Medical profession are taking a more 
active part io addressing Public Meetings. 
A Public Conference of Medical Men, is 
held each year in the same town and at the 
time the Social Congress is held, and the 
number of Surgeons and Physicians who 
determine to speak out against the use of 
alcoholic Drinks, yearly increases.

Even the Lancet, which twenty years 
ago bounded on the profession against Dr. 
Carpenter, (who by the bye was recently 
elected President of the British Association 
for the Promotion of Science,) for his Es­
say against the use of Alcoholic Drinks 
now contained articles as decided upon the 
question as ever Dr. Carpenter himself, 
and Continental Medical Practitioners are 
beginning to promulgate the same views.

Dr. Martin, of Manchester, at a recent 
public Meeting, said that Teetotalers very 
rarely needed any medical aid from him, 
but when they did, he could invariably re­
store their health with ease. Drinking 
men, however, were too good customers of 
bis, but their cases required great skill, 
and too often when they were restored to 
health were soon again from their habits his 
patients.

Dr. Bower, of Preston, stated, as the 
result of his twenty three years’ experience 
in the profession, that diseases could be 
treated a great deal better without drink 
than with it. He had attended 40,000 
Patients without ordering a single spoonful 
of intoxicating drink. He had sided in 
3000 cases of midwifery without ordering 
any intoxicating liqnor, and he had not lost 
a single case.

Dr. Towusou, of Liverpool, said he be 
tiered Good Templarism was having a most 
beneficial effect upon the health of our pop­
ulation, and if they wanted to enjoy good 
health, as he did, not to seek the fancied 
solace of drink, but take moderately of oat­
meal pon idge and pure cow’s milk. The 
records of the Temperance Provident Insti­
tution and Life Assurance Society had few 
er premature deaths then any other Society.

Mr. Plimaoll’s movement for a Royal 
Commission to enquire about the practice 
of sending out almost rotten ships and over 
laden ships to sea. is likely to excite as 
much attention as the Factory children's 
Act.

He is doing a noble work sacrificing his 
time, money, and ease, doing a work which 
will prevent unseaworthy vessels being sent 
to sea and lost, in order to enrich wicked 
greedy men who care not so much as they 
ought for the fives of their sailors.

I am.
Yours truly,

J. Lawrence. 
Yorkshire England March 24th, 1873.

the auditorium above. StpSlti of the re­
opening serviez» bave already appeared in 
the pages of Provincial Wesleyan. 
That the building thus enlarged baa siaea 
been made the birth place of souls is in­
telligence that many of y oar readers will 
hail with delight. We ere justified in re­
porting an increase, sinee the first of Jan­
uary, of between thirty and forty aonls.

Portland baa been making progress also. 
During the last three or four week# some 
sixty or seventy persons have presented 
themselves as penitent seekers of salvation 
the larger portion of whom have professed 
to enjoy the pardon of sin and will it is 
believed identifv themselves with our own 
branch of the (Xristian Church

Carleton Circuit has been improving 
her financial condition during the year by the 
adoption of the Envelope system, and in the 
effort to reduce the Church debt with which 
sbe has so long been burdened. We are 
glad to learn that about the whole amount 
of the debt has been subscribed and that a 
considerable portion of the amounts pro­
mised, has already been paid. We trust 
the energetic and loyal sens of Method .sin, 
who compose the Carleton Congregation, 
will soon make the desired removal of this 
incubus an accomplished fact. There are 
signs of spiritual improvement in this Cir­
cuit also, about twenty having entered the 
classes since the first of the current year.

Centenary, under the superintendeucy of 
the Secretary of the Conference, is holding 
on her way. Special services, following 
those of the week of prayer, held in this 
Cnurch, resulted in the accession to the 
membership of a number of adults and 
children of the Sunday School.

The Ex-Presidmt, Rev. H. Pope Jr., 
and members of bis Congregation spent 
some portion of the earlier weeks of the 
year in united prayer for the larger out­
pouring of the Holy Spirit, and were re­
warded with qni.kening and refreshing in­
fluences. The necessity for a new and, 
architectually considered more attractive 
than the present plain and, despite its his­
toric associations, uninviting building in 
which the Germain Street Congregation 
worship is becoming more apparent in icon- 
sequence of the erection, in such close prox­
imity, of buildings like the recently con­
st! uctcd Academy ol Music, and the more 
useful Victoria Hotel. The enterprising, in­
telligent, andwell-to do persons who make 

the Congregation of this mother Church

sons came forward that evening and signed 
the Temperance Pledge.

We think that it is absolutely necessary 
for the working of this circuit, that the por­
tion of it on the shores of Colchester Bay 
should be formed into a Home Mission 
Station, there in an extensive field of labor 
in that part of the circuit. We can only 
visit them once in three weeks, and then the 
other parts of the circuit have to be depriv 
ed of their accustomed services. We hope 
that our case will receive a favourable cou 
sidération from the h/nds of the Stationing 
Committee. / David B. Scott.

Yarmouth North.—During the last 
tew weeks, a subdued, but it times, 
very powerful influence bas accompanied 
the services of prayer. At the United 
Class Mmting last Sabbath, the testimonies 
givsn were of the most refreshing kind. 
I# many instances the beaming joy of 
countenance, more eloquent than words 
spoke ot “ fellowship with the Father and 
with His Son Jesus Christ."

It was truthfully designated by a bro­
ther,— who iu the United States had beeu 
present at such a service—a praise meeting 
without a syllable of rhapsody the strain 
of praise, from first to last was unbroken 
The evening service was one of deep and 
hallowed interest. Three of those who 
have professed faith in Christ were bap­
tized in the presence of the congregation 
and several others were welcomed to 
Church membership. The sacramental 
service which followed was not only 
memorable oue to the new communicants 
but to all present, and fitly, with its memo­
ries of redeeming love and vows of plight­
ed loyalty to the Lord Jesus, closed and 
crowned that holy Sabbath day

A» the fruit of reeent conversions some 
five altars have been erected for family 

orship.
J. L.

April 8th

complained of a se ere paio in bis head, pant shall wing his *» 
and a physician was called in who pre- Vt the gosptl w; h 
scribed 1er him, and the medicine ordered William Parker —.St 
was administered ; but about 7 o’clock ou 
Sabbath morning he became apparently ut­
terly unconscious, and he never spoke 
again. How true is it. that “ in the midst 
ol life we are iu death.”

Brother Parker was, we are well assur­
ed, found ready, for his lamp had been kept 
well trimmed. He had seemed long,to be 
living and acting iu all things, as those 

who look tor the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ." We know that the Judge of all 
the earth doeth right, “ but humanly speak­
ing, I really do not see how we are to get 
nu without him. We feel it hard to lose so 
good and useful a member from eur small 
church, but we must submit and say “ The 
will of the Lord be done ! He is too wise to 
err, and toe good to be unkind.” May He 

nctify this sad stroke to us all, aud rai.-e 
up some one to fill his place, i> my sincere 
prayet.”

to the hopeful clones 
more certainty than will

Sisctllinions.

'The St. John Telfsjntjsh < : • • \W were 
mbch grieve.1 ami surprised yesterday, to l,*arn 
by a telegram from Newcastle, that William 
Parker. K-q . Collector of Customs at that 
port, died sudden y at his residence, on Sun­
day at o'clock, p. m. The di-ease was soften­
ing of the brain, and his death was as sudden 
as it was sad. Mr. Parker was widely known 
and universal!t respected and beloved. If may 
be doubted if he has It It an envini behind.

Mr. Parker wn«» a gentleman who took an 
enlightened interest in all matters ol progress, 
whether local or general, and who was well 
able to express hi» views, and advance the in­
terest of the cause which he espoused. The 
readers ot this journal have often been indebt­
ed to him for late and interesting news from 
Nurthumbcrlai d. His death will be fell to lie 
a great public loss, while his own town, the 
church and the social circles to which be be- 
lengeif will feel that loss most keenly."

■ 1 >£. tor winning
instruments, at noon on this day, these offi- ; Cbnel- The MetbWiat Recorder and Watch- 
cere determined her position, aud they bad "i",? lre, doiog 8”*i by publishing accounts 
tire means at command afterwards of ealeu- MefiStirotiti^ Pl‘“ "

NEW BRUNSWICK CORRESPON­
DENCE.

ST. JOHN CIRCUITS.

Voiture of Monthly contributions to Provincial 
Wesleyan. Number and character of the 
8t. John Circuits Ordinary work tarried 
on during the early portion of the year. Ex­
mouth 81. Church raised and enlarged, and 
souls converted. Cortland blessed with revi­
val influences. Carleton finances and spirit 
ual progress. Additions to the membership 
of Centenary Cir-uit. Get main St. special 
services and necessity for a new Church.
Zion's Church to be rebuilt. City Mission 
enjoying prosperity. “ O.O. IT’s.” charges 
against Circuits fur inviting ministers.
Mr. Editor,—We had the impression 

that gifted brethren, in different parts ot 
our Conference territory, of whom honour 
able mention was made by yourself at our 
last annual gathering, were designated to 
the work of furnishiug a monthly resume of 
matters, both Methodistic and general, for 
the columns of our Conference organ. Why 
the facile pens of those ready writers have 
been so seldom employed for this purpose 
is best known to themselves. In default of 
such summary Irom “ our own correspon­
dent,” in this important centre of commer­
cial and Methodistic influence, a few jottings 
from an unofficial source may not, perhaps, 
be unacceptable to your numerous readers.

The Circuits comprised within this city 
and the adjoining town of Portland are 
seven in number. Methodism considered 
iu regard to her Christian zeal, intelligence 
and philanthropy, may, we think be re­
garded m fairly represented in those circuits.
Her progress though not as rapid as could 
by desired, has nevertheless been steady.
During the ecclesiastical year so rapidly 
hastening to its close, there hM been little, 
of more than the ordinary routine charac­
ter to chronicle. Home and Foreign Mis­
sionary meetings, as usual, have been held 
on all the circuits, with encouraging results.

About the commencement of the year 
the Exmouth Street Congregation deter­
mined to elevata and extend their Church ; 
which purpose they have fully accom­
plished, m may be seen in the commodious 
School-room, fitted up under the Church, both legal and illegal.

up _ _
of Methodism in St. John would d > well to 
say to each other “ Let us arise tod build.”

Zion's Church, nearly destroyed by fire, 
sometime igo, it almost completed again. The 
Congregation, under the pastoral care of Bro. 
Brocken, will, it ii hoped, eontioue to is- 
cicise both in size and spiritually.

The City Mission, of which Bro. Maggs 
is in charge, has recently been favored with 
“ times of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord.” About fifty persons have pro­
fessed to experience the 001,verting grace of 
God and. have joined themselves to our 
Church in that part of the City in which the 
Mission is located.

Whether the Quarterly mce'ings of this 
City will plead •• guilty ’’ to the somewhat 
ferions charges prefered by “ G. O. II ” in 
hik recent article on invitations to Ministers, 
it is not the province ot your correspondent 
to determine. That the lay gentlemen who 
compose the Quarterly Boards affected are 
as judicious, pious and as deeply interested 
in the prosperity of our Church, as those who 
compose the Quarterly meetings after Bro 
“ U. O. H’a ” own heart will scarcely be
denied. They arc of e^o ti.wr..r ‘.nil [ire
pared, we have no doubt, to answer for them­
selves io this matter.

Rumour has it that, following the example 
of English Methodism, the Quarterly meet 
ings of this City and yieinily have tendered 
invitations as follows : Kimouth Street, to 
Rev. E. Evans ; Germain, to Rev. Ii 
Sprague ; Portland to Rev. M. Duncan ; 
Carleton to Rev. E. B. Moore. Rev. D. D 
Currie, at the request of Centenary Quarterly 
meeting, baa consented to remain a third 
year.

Yours &c..
An Occasional.

Circuit Intelligtiut
Mill Village, 8tji April, 1873.—It is 

very refreshing to read the revival intelli­
gence, found in the columns ol your valu­
able paper from time to time.

An intimation was made to yeu some 
time ago, that the prospects of success at 
Port G reville, iu connection with our spe­
cial efforts were encouraging. Although 
there has not been a great numerical gain 
in that locality, yet we feel thankful that 
we were led to commence our special ef­
forts there, on account of the influence 
which h*s beeu felt iu other parts of this ex­
tensive circuit. Many backsliders have 
l»eeu reclaimed, and there were several very 
clear cases of conversion. The class has 
been reorganized, and is now in a healthy 
condition.

Three weeks ago last Wednesday we 
commenced special services at Diligent 
River. About forty persons have already 
experienced the blessing of sins forgiven 
and some arc enabled to rejoice on account 
of i be still greater one of Perfect Love. 
Amongst the newly converted are some 
very aged persons. One especially who 
had arrived at the advanced age of eighty 
seven, and who has been inquiring alter 
Christ for the 'last sixteen years has since 
our meetings commenced been enabled to 
rejoice in God. Last Sabbath afternoon, 
at the close of the services, heads of fami­
lies were earnestly requested^ to elect fam­
ily altars. Amongst those who complied 
with that request was one. Mr. Edon Dow, 
who received such a blessing when engaged 
in the service, that the remainder of tbo 
night was spent in prayer and praise 
Monday afternoon whilst engaged at his 
work iu the woods, he was suddenly killed 
by a broken limb of a tree. The neigh 
hors who beard ol the event, gathered to 
getber in the house of the deceased to ren­
der what assistance they could. It was 
proposed that they should go to prayer, and 
some for the first time in their lives were 
heard crying aloud to God for mercy 
Two individuals date their conversion from 
that hour. It appears now as if the whole 
community would turn to God. The opin­
ion of those who have lived longest in the 
neighbourhood, is that there b»s not been 
such a work of grace lor thirty years,

Ou Sabbath evening the revival broke 
out in Mill Village. Nine persons at the 
close of the meeting manifested a desire to 
flee from the wrath to come, the number 
hM now increased to over twenty, during 
the ensuing week. Brother Betts aud I will 
have to keep the services gulag iu both 
localities.

On Thursday evening a public temper­
ance meeting was held in our church, stir­
ring addresses were delivered by the Rev. 
D. W. McKinnon of the Presbyterian 
church aud others. A Temperance Union 
was formed, monthly meetings are to be 
held, and a determined effort is to be made 
to stop the traffic iu intoxicating liquors, 

Oue hundred per-

Salisburv and Elgin Home Mission.— 
We are thankful iu beiug ab'e to report 
favorably for the past quarter concerning 
this station. The great Head of the Church 
has owned our labors and souls have been 
brought to Jesus. We have held special 
services at Lower Little R ver, (where we 
expect to have a new Church opened this 
summer), the Spirit of God wus poured 
out upon the people. The members were 
thoroughly aroused as to n sense of their 
duty aud obligations to Almighty God, 
sinners were awakened, six of w bom 
decided, by the grace of God, to serve him 
iu newness of lile.” We were greatly in­
debted to Bro. Chapmau who kindly aided 
us iu such services. We regret that in 
consequence of stormy weather, some of 
our appointments have not beeu regularly 
tilled ; our friends however are considerate 
»nd do not think the preacher possessed 
of super-human strength, so as to hi able 
to drive through snow-drifts when others 
cannot. We try to hear aud forbear.

Financially our prospects are good, aud 
instead of having to draw over flit) from 
the Home Mission Fund we will have a 
balance to pay into it.

Iu conclusion we may say *• The Loid 
hath done great things lor us ; whereoi we 
are glad.”

Fisher.
Salisbury, April, Is/.

Manchester Home Mission.—Wc are 
happy to report some progress in this 
part of the Lord’s vineyard. Since Con­
ference our regular assembling for the 
worship of God has beeu often very refresh­
ing : aud we trust that every service is doing 
some good. I tliiuk we ought to expect the 
Master’s presence iu the assemblies of his 
people. It seems impossible to induce 
many ol {our people to attend class meeting 
as regularly as they should. Our Mission­
ary meetings have been held. At Port 
Mulgrave, Bro. Weldon did good service. 
At Bayfield there was a good attendance, 
but the deputatiou failed to arrive, so the 
work fell on the writer. At the Interville 
Bro. James put life into the meeting ; at 
Mauchester, the chairman the Rev. j. V 
Jost, with Brethren T. D. Hart aud James 
all gave most excellent addresses. It is 
hoped that Bro. Hart’s most timely address 
will he long remembered. The most sue 
cessful part of the work this year is the 
erection and completion of the parsonage. 
Many said it could not he accomplished, 
but the enterprise was placed at the throne 
of heaven ; and if God prospers who can 
hinder. Seven years ago, during Mr. Bfg- 
ney’s time, the friends held a tea meeting 
to raise funds for a parsonage ; nothing 
more wss done until about » year ago. Brn. 
M. Morris gave me $1,9.15, as the proceeds' 
of the tea meeting. Fifty dollars of this 
we paid lor land, It was resolved to have 
a parsonage, and the subject was brought 
before each congregation, and their prom­
ised help was secured, in the way of sub­
scriptions.

The house is now finished, and without a 
doubt the effort has proved a good «uccesa. 
The trustees expect every man to do his 
duty, then all debt will be paid. A few of 
the lady frieuds have made every effort to 
comfortably furnish the house, aud with the 
help of kind friends in Halifax they have 
succeed»!. The new house is very nicely 
furnished. We have also a good barn 
nearly finished.

Is it not a fact that many circuits do not 
prosper because enough ol the property held 
by the people is not thrown into the Lord’s 
treasury ? We are looking for good times ; 
may the sanctifying Spirit of God descend 
upon Zion ! Above all things we need the 
Holy Ghost to quicken the dead, and com­
fort believers. There is a disiricl of coun­
try along the shore from Clam Harbor to 
Port Mulgrave which would make a good 
home qiission »*ation, and the people need 
religious instruction, and Christian servi­
ces. I have been much interrupted this win­
ter by the storms, not being able to fulfil 
some of the appeintments.

Yonrsy E, Sills.
March, 28, 1873.

EDUCATIONAL MEETING.

The meeting in Ifchalf ol the Wesleyan Edu­
cation Society was held last evening in the 
Centenary Churn. Geo. Thomas, E.-q , in tbo 
chair. Rev. H. Daniel opened the services 
with the usual hymn and prayer after which the 
Chairman made a lew appropriate remarks.
The report ol the Society was read by Rev 
Henry Pope who was followed by Geo. W 
Burbidge. Esq.. A. M., who in a very clear 
and comprehensive manner, explained the na 
lure and aim qf the work which is being done 
by the College and Academies at Sackville. He 
was followed by the Rev. D. D. Currie who 
merely seconded the resolution Mr. Burbidge 
bad moved. The next resolution was to have 
been moved by Alfred A. Stockton, Est], A.
M., but, owing to the unavoidable absence of 
that gentleman, his place was supplied by the 
Rev. Robert Duncan who, in a very neat and 
graceful speech, showed it to be the duty ol 
every Christian clergyman to sympathize with 
and support the Institution at Mount Allison 
as a means of educational and religious ail 
vance ment. The Reverend Henry Daniel 
briefly seconded this resolution. President 
Allison, ol Mount Allison College then com­
menced a long and able speech in which he ad 
vocated most powerfully the claims ol ihe in 
stitution under his control upon the Methodist, 
and general public ol St. John, lie entirely 
repudiated the idea of any sectarian instruc­
tions being imparted within their walls, anil 
put forward as an instance ol the confidence 
felt ky others in this particular, the fact that 
several Roman Catholic youths were now 
studying there. Professor Allison's speech 
was very effective and delivered with that 
emphasis tor which that gentlemen is so re 
markable. The Rev. T. J. Oeinstadt second 
ed the resolution.

A collection was then taken ep am the 
benediction pronounced by the ltev. Mr.
Currie. • * •

The resolutions moved and seconded were 
loi lows:

That the important part performed by our 
educational institution at Sackville in the 
general and Christian education ol the youth 

the Maritime Provinces during I be last 
quarter ut a cenluary, calls for devout thank 
fulness to Almighty God under whose favour 
the Methodist Church has bîbp permitted to
wield so effectual an instrument for good.” ,,,,,, , ,_..... . . . board barely eleven days coal in a seasonThat this meeting, concurring iu the opinion I ' ,
of last conference tnat an endowment fund „f *■« 8*°™« «° he arted and a time

weeks voyage is among the possibilities ! ibis(00,000 is immediately necessary to keep our 
institutions ia their hitherto effective condition, 
pledgee itself to do all it can to secure the ac­
complishment of that object.

That the connection which the subject of 
Christian education has with the theological 
training of ihe rising ministry ol our churches, 
as well as with our academies and colleges at 
Sackville, should invest the operation# of our 
Educational Society with increased interest, 
and demand ihe practical sympathy and regard 
of our people.—St. John Tribune 11M inst.

SUDDEN DEATH OF A 
CER.

PUBLIC QFFJ-

William f’arker Esq., Collector of Customs 
for the Port of Newcastle, died suddenly on 
Sunday afternoon. The following obituary is 
from the pen of one who knew b|in well and 
valued him as a man of worth :

The sudden death is announced ol Wm. Park­
er Esq , Collector at the port of Newcastle, 
Northumberland. Mr. Parker was one ol New 
Brunswick's best men and leases a# unstained 
memory to assuage iq

speaks more than the weightiest invective that 
Junius ever penned. * * * It will be re­
called hero I bat economy ol luel was one 61 
the first boast» of the owners of the steamer. 
The terrible irony ol that boast will now ring 
in the ears ol thousands of bereaved families. 
With the economy of fuel came the economy 
of space lor l ookers ; and another question 
here intrude» that must be answered—Was the 
space that should have been used lor coal turn­
ed into space for more cargo and more pas­
sengers ? it i» the more likely of the two pro­
position». The saving on the coal would have 
been little ; hut it it could he saved and at the 
same time the space represent fifty or sixty ex­
tra passengers the double greed would |mi sat­
isfied. It ia greed, greed, greed. A cop- 
lemptlble avarice has murdered over live 
hundred human beings, for we scout as prepos­
terous the idea that the captain sailed in ignor­
ance ol the amount ol coal be bad un board.

prom the Western Christian Advocate,
Tux wreck of the Atlantic, of which wi} 

elsewhere give the particular», is something 
part the deep grief I not soon to be forgotten. Unman life, to an

Miramicihk.—Brother Sutcliffe writes 
April 7, 1873 : “ I am truly thankful to he 
able again to take my peu. I am recover­
ing very slowly—the least effort exhausts 
me. I preached yesterday, but with great 
difficulty. Yesterday was a very sad day 
for us on this circuit. The Circuit Stew­
ard, William Parker, Esq., of Newcastle, 
passed suddenly away iu the 52nd year of 
bis age. He has been an invaluable bles­
sing to our church in the town where he re­
sided, every Sabbsth morning he expound­
ed the Word of God to our cougregalioM 
there, with surprising clearness, eloquence 
and power, lie will be greatly missed not 
only by bis f«roily aud our church, but by 
the town and the whole county. No man 
could have been taken whose death could 
be so universally regretted, and hit death 
wm so sudden that every one was taken by 
surprise. He walked across the river on 
Saturday meditating upon the subject upon 
which he intended to speak on the Sabbath 
morning, and when he returned he seemed 
very greatly fatigued. In the night be

which must have sealed upon bis lamiiy and appalling extent, was needlessly s.crlfieed. 
bis friends. Threading through lile a not over When only eleven days nut, and still almost 
conspicuous course he was doubly eminent in two days distant from port, tbo steamer was 
aU the virtues which adorn the man and make nearly out of coal. Fur tins the White Star 
him worthy of the title ” noble.” IJo was ip- |iDe Company ought never again to be trusted 
deed a true aud noble mao, a high minded with people's lives or goods. They ought tq 
Christian gentleman, pure el heart, and pure I suffer in every possible way a just penalty for 
of motive, and brought to the discharge of their cupidity and recklessness, 
hia many iluties a sound judgment, a vigorous Tire captain si-ems to hive been as careless 
intellect, unbending aod un»potled integrity, a | as possible. Alter deflecting from bis direct
charity interpreting hia leilowman in which 
malice found no •heller nor harsh haste any 
encouragement.

Mr. Parker bad held the office ol Collector at 
Newcastle for the past six years, and was an

I course in order to reach Halifax, and when ho 
knew that he was approaching a rock-bound 
and dangerous coast, he commits the vessel 
to incompetent men, and goes to sleep. He 
does not know the speed ol the vessel, nor the

able and efficient officer. He was a native of I *oree °1 *ke. currents but guessed it would be 
Northumberland, and wended his way to his I ‘'all him about three o'clock, and to
position of responsibility and respect in which change the direction of the ship, 
he was held, by bis own steady energies, self- 
culture and undeviating rectitude. Blessed | 
in early life, with but meagre educational' "ad­
vantages, Mr. Parker made amends for this |
by a self education as wide as it was thorough 
and accomplished, and *s a writer and lecturer, 
lew could equal him in range and variety ol 
thought and information. Hie mind was orig­
inal, capacious, keen, and genial, and brought

If strict investigation ought to be made,
I and due punishment meted out, when gross 
| carelessness destroys a single human lile, 
what ought to be done when men voluntarily 
assume a responsibilitify for the lives of a 

I thousand people, and then, through cupidity 
carelessness, sacrifice five hundred aid 

fifty ol them ! We trust that the law will do 
(hat it can, ami that the travelling and cotn-

the warmth ot his great heart tp tpalfe cold I mert-*ixl world will fake the matter up amj
1 push the guilty parties to the wall—npt to* 

revenge, but to teach owners and officers of
thoughts attractive, lie was a friend that 
never swerved and knew no turning. Honest 
to the core himsell, bis friend shared the char­
ity of his heart. While there was a shred ol 
chance left to stand by that friend, no slander 
could delame him, but through evil and through 
good report Le remained steadfast and true.

Mr. Parker’s death is a Provincial loss, lie 
was chairman ol the Northumberland Sessions, 
and the Bench there will greatly miss him. He 
was Trustee ot Schools, Secretary to the North­
umberland Agricultural Society, and CoJtotnr 
of Customs.

To all classes of society bis death (will cause 
real sorrow. The poor will weep for their 
ever-giving friend, and the rich and cultivated 
will count with deep regret one gone ot noble 
Ufe aod noble character.

To Mr. Parker’s wife and faipily we extend 
our heartfelt sympathy. They will miss him 
most of all, for in his home the great nobility 
of his nature shone out, if possible, to more 
advantage than elsewhere. A great and good 
man has gone to bis rest. He lived and died 
an active Christian, and the last trump shall 
arouse the slumbers of no tomb whose occu-

vesscls nav gating the sea» to do their duty.

TIIK PROHIBITORY BILL.

From the Toronto Pure Gold.
Most of our readers are aware, by this tirn#*, 

that the Prohibitory Bill lately before the Local 
House has been ruled out, the Dominion Pai- 
Ilament alone having power to deal with the 
question. The result was anticipated, and tie 
chief design in pushing the measure was to 
have the point of jurisdiction definitely settled. 
The debate which took place on the proposai 
lor the second reading ot the Bill, must be 
highly gratifying to every friend of the measure. 
Scarcelya single voice wan raised in opposition 
and there can be no doubt that, had the Bill 
.been within the jurisdiction vt the local House, 
it would have passed with a decided majority. 
The Attorney-General gave his legal opinion 
against the constitutionality ot the measii;e 
with great reluctance. I'ndoubtedly his sym­
pathies were with the measure, and it would 
have received his support had it been iximpe- 
tent tor the House to deal with the question.

THK •• ATLANTIC" DISASTER..
(From N V Tribune.)

i This is the great disaster of the half-ceuturv ; 
not sinec thé Briliidi frigates “ St. George” 
and *' Defence ’’ were wreck» d off the coast of 
Jutland, in 1811, has any such frightful loss of 
life been' added to the sorrow ot the sea. In 
that wreck 2.tXK> men were drowned. The 
sinking of the “ Royal George ’’ off Spit head, 
in 1782, when Admiral k cm pet fvldt weut down 
with his f>tX) men. was long celebrated in song 
and story as the great catastrophe by sea for 
many generations. IT e wrecking of thé “ Roy­
al Charter ” on the Anglesea emt, in 18JV, 
when 4 Iti lives and much treasure were lost, 
sent a thrill ol horror throughout the civilized 
world . That same year, too, the “ Pomona ” 
was cast away on Blackwater Bank, and S9A 
men were drowned. The “ Austria ” burned 
in mid-ocean the year before, los* 461 persons. 
On the “ Pacific,” which disappeared in 1866, 
tbera were 186 people; and on the *• City ol 
Glasgow,” never heard ol since 1DA4, there 
were 480. Of the M Artie,” we in America 
have still sorrowful recollections; 300 men, 
women, ami children were lost on that ship, off 
the coast of Newfoundland, iri 1854. On the 
same dread line of coast the “ Hungarian.” 
with 22V people, was cast away in 1866. The 
sinking ot the •• Northlleet ” in the F.nglish 
Channel last January, was the latest great sea 
disaster until that which we now record. By - 
the wreck ot the “ Northlleet,” 325 persons 
were swept out ol the world ; but the story of 
the heroism, chivalry, anil dauntless courage of 
Knowles ami those who went down with him, 

ill endure so long as men ’ove to talk ol brav­
ery in the face of death.

From New York Herald.
The ill- fated “ Atlantic” started from Liver­

pool on her last voyage on the 20ih of lst| 
month. She put into Cjueenntjwn <or mails 
and passengers on the 21*1, and then proceed­
ed on her transatlantic way. The weather wm 
boisterous, but she did not encounter any 
severe storm, and. considering the time ot the 
year, made remarkably good time. Alter be­
ing at sea barely ten da) s it was found that 
the supply of coal was almost exhausted, and 
Captain Williams resolved to put into Halilax 
lor a supply. This was apparently as coolly 
and calmly done as though the failure of luel 
alter being ten days at sea were a common 
occurrence. • • * One thousand souls on


