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PED TO-RELIGION, lflT E_BATURE. GENERAL AND DOMENTIC
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TIL RUCK CF AGES.
RY WILITAM. M'COMU.

- Belld your nest upon no lree bere, for You age God hath
s -4 the toreat 10 denath, and every tree aherecn wo
wonld rest 1n feady 10 be cnt down, 10 the end we may
‘e and mount up, and bnld upon the Rock, and dwell
u tte hules U7 the rocs.”—~RUuTHERYORD.

2niid not thy nest upon the tree,
vor (iua o death hath rold the fureet;
[4ount up, und to the high rock flee—
Thy dwelling-place.is there securest.

Set not thy heart upod the Aowers,
For canker lurks within the fairest;
And death, whea visiting the bowers,
Oft tshee the loveliest and the rarest.

Boild not on riches; they have wings—

Beoad pinione that wiil epread and eave thee,
Trensures are peri-huble things—

Mete glitter, that will soon deceive thoe.

On lve place not thy fund desire—

1's tencer corda are oftes puarted;
Aud mournful 1s the broken lyre,

[hat sighs but w the broken-henrted.

Un beauty build not; soon the eye,

Thut spurkles now with light und gladness,
Shall in she cold grave sighib-gs lie,

And leave thy heart a prey to sadness.

Buil | pos on genius; *tia a flame
Too dazeling for this vale of sorrow;
Tusday » meteor-hght of fame!—
Neglected and obecured to-morrow.

Build not on princes—Who are they ?
The crestures of exalted siation;

Furgetful, in their sceptre sway,
I'nat tiglaeousness edulis @ nulion.

Build not oo lite; to-morrow’s run

May see thee euld an! prosuase lying ;
Tiue bite b only hath begen

Who caily o this world is dying.

Ai! proud philosophy is sand !
Tuea baill wot on its clussic pages |
B i where thy (eet will irinly stand,
On Cnegt e rock—the Rock of Ages ©

Troc i Hois rich and sovereign grace |
lest o1 His frea and tutl salvation;
Hu'er ol (1t rock thy hiding-place
Sbadi be, wnd Chrst thy eure foun lntior.

WA e e e N s A e s

AN TMBLLML

MACKINLAY.

L od

LY KAFHARINE
)2 Mouther jook ut that Lright thog,
Liihag o b""." thio’ e ~k_\,
W ow ay ek, wed panited wing,

Al oppy Banest! !

AvoLe b e bour anone,
Dotra e of beaaty o | be found;
Ao, unsightly woring alane

L.x, TRy Ui idy 1 the ground.

Fonim of fril Humanoy*
Tit worin most be conergue! to clay,
Fee e momorts! Spaas iee

Towieg s it to Vadle 2 D y°

]
Lave already engaged; the prayers and

praizes thit we have offered up to God
show that we are committed to some great
religious transaction.  The services ot the
sanctuary are not suspended, noris the tran-
quillity of Bethel disturbed. 'The ark is not
in any imminent danger. The peace of
Sion is not threatened with disruption : and
the burning bush of Ioreb still Hourishies
unconsumed in fire.  Our frontiers are not
invaded, as in the days of Deboruh, the
wife of Lapidoth; nor is the country wasted
by fire and sword, ns in the days of Jeph-
thah and Gideen. We are convened toge-
ther, not to speak with our encmies in the
gates, but to commemorate the trivinphs of
peace, the victories of the cross, and the dis-
semination of “the truth as it is in Jesus.”
The theme is delightful—the topic is sublime.
Both harmonize with our profession and
character as a part of “ The Church mili-
tant.”

These views of the duty that lica before
us, would inspire us with joy, if they did
not impose responsibility. And permission
to lift up my feeble voice in defence of
Christianity, would be a privilege indeed,
were it not that deep anxiety is involved,
and great consequences at issue. To unravel
the complicated web of prophecy; to ex-
plain and apply Divine promises; to ex-
pound doctrines- and enforce precepts; to
remove the stone from the mouth of the
well, and lead the flock to water ; to break
the alabaster box of precious ointment, and
diffuse its fragrance ; to point sinners to the
Lamb of God ; to condole with the afllicted,
and rcjoice with them that are happy. In
fine, “ To preach the word, to be insiant in
season, and out of season : to reprove, to
exhort, to declare the whole counsel of God.”
These are our ordingry duties as ministers
of the trug s:nstuaey YLt on tLi, cecasion,
wt Fave to perforty & special service, aud
show thet the spread or ditfusion of Cunis-
TIANITY is an evidence of its divine nature
and origin. Finally, that the rcligion of
the Mes-iali and his Apostles, came down,
like “ Ty oL Ciry, ouT 6F [IRAVEN,
rroMt Gon,” and hence the glorious event,

footsteps 3 think of her long ond wearizome |
jourm‘)inv;\; Ler porils by aind and by sca :
her convis s her weinds: Ler numor ws ad-
\'f'rﬂll;h‘; her painful and extriordinay
vidissituden See her in the ark, foatinge
over the deep and troubled waters of th
deluge, Behiold her fecing out of Sodon,
and ~cezing refuge in Zoar.  Look wt Ler o
slave in Fpypt, groauing under the iron
sceptre of Plarach.  Look at hier,a pilgrim
in the wilderness : a sojourner in Canaan ;
a captive in Babylon; and an outeast in
sudea,

II. Azain. Uling imagery which the
Lord, the Spirit, suggests and cmplovs,
Chrisli:mi(_v inits early stages, and in s
feeble condition, may Le compared to a
bruised reed, or a small portion of amdking
flax. Look at this delicate hule shrub: it
i3 growing on the sile of a smail, butdeep
and rapid screann s it yielis and bends to
every gust of wind, und while caks and
cedars are torn up by tie roots, or laid pros-
trate upon the carth, this Tittle fragile plant
retains itsposiiion, und acquires it growth,
On viewing this divine insdtution under the
othee aspeet, ace a handiul, a mere handtul
of smoking flax. Consider this emblem nt-
tentively. It is Iyingz in a public thorough-
fare ; it is exposed to many futal contingen-
cies; and one of these, yen, the least of
them, is suilicient to destroy it. The only
spark of fire in it is so small, that it is scarce-
ly discernible ; the only sign of combustion
it manifests is a thin bluish wreath of smoke,
forced upward by a feeble effort, and gent-
tered into indistinctness by the breathing
of the atmosphere. The shies pour down
rain upon this emoking, smouldering type:
the winds bluw tiercely upon it; it is crushed,
trodden down, apparsntly destroyed : but,
suddenly, a thik dark smoke ascends; the
Intend fire Li!gniens imo a ruddy, glowing
lieat, and thew burats out into n e This
was the case with Cumistiaxer.. The
bigotry of tha Jews; the ferocity of the
Gentiles ; the arrogance of the priests nnd
rulers ; the subtlety of the Seribes, and the
violence of the peopli 3 itie furalism of the
Phavisces, end the notor. Jisea of the Sad-

bOf which thic text 18 both on ancsun enient
and a record, ¥ So MIGHTILY GREW THE
worp or Gob AN PREVAILTD.”

L. Claistianity, at its very dawning, had
to encounter the elements and prneiph s
that are vssentially opposed o it It give-
mered with & faint ared twinhling ray in the
fir-t 1 romise.—the voice of God vas then
Leanl cving, # The seed of the woran Sl
eri-bothe serpent’s head,”  Inoamoement,
* The nioruing stars sang togethoer, aud the
<oms of God shouted for jn.\'." And while
the Juytal struins of thiz uatutingd conernt
re-onnchcd tirsochout Leaven and caril

Fuirli lookal upe and direcily over the top-
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the Lehoblor s and evinel o« Vi e and
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and to s v o aovol over the eves of the
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CHRRISTIAN MISCELLANY,
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COthie et Betwer g Bicbr e Dartoness
] wweon the

dueees 3 the ridicnie of wiies tae policy of
courts 5 the porer of srmic; the wrath ol
Kings; the enwaty of the carpal mind, inil-
literate and philosophica! developments, and
uader all the fams which its Seaible anta-
tazoni=m is capable of nesuming.  All these,
indamad by the the of Licliy tud mar-talled
by Satui onsel!] Lave carried on forfeon-
Garies an unremicior, wnd exterininating
warlare arains: the relivion of Jesws: but
throueh God's meres, the bitle one has be-
come a thou=and, awd the small one a creat
natien. The brui-e b reed has become n
plant of revcvas and the smoking flax La-s
set pations and D edoins in o Vlace !
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Lears hor credentinlse She lelits upon 1o
canths shie walks torth in eriee and love i
her retinue consisis of chiristinn genees;
Aer stoough Biesin the rectituede o her prn-

ciples 3 her sueecss s secured by the parity

of Lier metives; cadd thonah every step sl
takes is dispated tand altbough obstacles,

hinderancesamd encmics are continaally -

ing up against Lery and crossing her path,

il she goes onward, e onward still,

making *Lhe wilderness rejoice and blos-

soan is the rose ™ transtoraiines the thirsty
Lind into springs of water : heding the dis-
cased, and caring the blind ; liberating the
aptive, and setting the prisoner free: rais-
ing the dead to life; proclainiing the aceep-
table year of the Lord, and preaching “CGomld
tidings of great joy o all people.”  Such
are the redections suggested by the early

piregress of Clristy ity ; and such are the
blessings which, even then, resulted from its
ayroession and diiFasion,

IV. Bt opposers, and even some that
lesa culpably differ frofn us, nssert dhat there
was nothing miruculous in the extonsion of
the Gospel systex of religion; and ergo,
that that extension should not be regarded
as an evidence of its Dicinity. In support
of this theory, they instance the rapid and
astonishing pregress of Mohammedanism.
llere then we join issue. Let us examine
this subjeet Lot us, in the strength which
God supplies th bis Fternal begin
the combat, and fight this buttle of the Jord
manfully. This warfure is infinitely more
honouruble and glosous than that which
avimated the followegs of Godfrey or Tan-
cred 3 and costemplates greater results than
the conquest of the Saracens, or the recovery
of the Holy Sepulclse. ‘I'le doctrines ot
the Arabian impostas, it mist be admitted,
.Yrvul very repldli aud vitensivaly- - Bue
circulnstances, very. favouruhle to such an
enl, wuse be notloed in connexion with this
ndmission. These circumstances are well
attested historical fucts. They form, indocd,
an integral part of Mabowet's Listory ; and
whon they are duly considerad, they show
that, in his success there wis notliing either
wondertid or miraculous.  ‘Lhe religious,
political, and civil state of th Y¥iel, snys a
judicious writer, Larmonized. at the time o
of his appearance, to favour | s pretension:
wind to promote s viowe, Lol us exnnnaig
this nesertion.

V. In Arabia Felix, the o date seene
of Jlohammed’s lhours, rell s, at tha
time, ina most deplorble condinions He
jeeple were divided into foarrelinous ol
or partics.  Oue comsigted of Sabin ol
ters, “’ll(l W(nrnlli!:p{'l l‘::' b JA‘."’."V bodiva H
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