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CHAPTER XIV.—CONTINUED

Up the broad avenue of chestnuts
they flaw, round the graceful huh‘.}h‘
and curves, where the gisnt trees, |
covered with eparkling hoar - froad,
stretched theis branches until they |
met in graceful 8 above the |
heads of the yous and |
made Mariea almopt £ |
caught a glimpse of friryland, One |
minute more, and fall in front of
them stoed the grand old Couxt |
itself,

“Oh, how
Marie. ‘I think 8 the
and preftiest eight I
geen."”

srehn
ful couple

ney ehe

lovely ! exclaimed |
grands

have over

y. = Did
I not or . i ke, that |
there v ALY i thinge |
even in thi ( rid, end you
promised ¢ 1 m with |
any, you cial note
of them Have you |
forgolten |

80,"”

y A inno .-t‘.‘.T
g ok wwely that is dear old
Bertie herself w d

" Yes, there 8800
trade of one of the tarr
on by a large stone vase, her graceful
figure shown off well by the rich
crimson of her dress, and making hex
lock like & very nymph of beauty ae
she swung to and fz0, and waved her |
lace handksxchief excitedly. 3

Impuleive, thoughtiees Bertie, with
neither hood nor wrap sbout her, |
and her little fset elippered in the |
thinneet of eatin shoes, eshe could |
not t unéil she eaw that her |
old f d hed arrived safely.

A few lights shone in the upper
casemont windows, for the drive had |
been a long onme, and the lower|
roc were li§ up the bright |
Rlo a warm firelight
within, A more and
they had nt of the
grand « inald alighted
and - ¢ her high
perch, arms ol
hxh‘ BIE

“"You
latter,
in a tight
have lon
Come jn,
be poti
your litile fa
excited
ever;
to my

' Silly old Bertie, as foolish
ever,” spoke Marie, a8 she fondl
and kissed the flushed and hs
face of her fwi ' Really,

I am only foo glad %0 c
you, @& the obligation is all on
my side ‘for your kindness in asking

ving to
on & balus
, holding

she

ng

rom
in the
exclaimed the |
held

' Oh, how 1
you again!
little Maris ; you muet
the cold. Bless

zed the
ter_ than |
it recalls

darling !"
ghe ki
embrnc

to ees

- 3 contin
girl, " it is swe
and oh, the memorice

" da!”
mina !

na

Y 9
cheery voi
rapidly acrosa
Maris warmly
glad to ¢
you little
store fo
handful
“ For
1i to
come fan(
aDxie
drew

ths
by
ou, Miss
w the trial that is in
you ; Bextie is a terrible |
# times |" |
shame, Percy
such glander
fe8 I f

| Peay don't
Marie ;

he

you,” and ehe h
towarde the
wher Eaxl reclined in an ¢
chair d y five.

" Here is my little fziend
her amongs!
1 would

T

Maria libk

wi closa to ti
father ;
us ?
have rise
i ned to
gicknees,
intuitive quic
nees
to bhis
upon
him,
pur

BY

‘.v‘»
by

1is extre
rapidly but gentél

one little
| 3} arr

1 :
and lookin

b (-
tim
friend
gcoompan
apariments, M
with her frie:
elegant'end yeot sc
il we will
my Marie; and lat
you your own itla slaepi
ment. I purposely chose
for you firstly, because
win you oan distinctly

1 berule, ee
the han

her to

by
vie

cosy, |
share {f toget}
ow T

apoary

om
dow gee
lamp jus? acroess $he courityard ; and
gecondly, bscause you would bs close
to me, and we can go eagily run
in and oul of each other's apart
ments,

Marie losked avound the room:
was nob very large, but was
most daintly and exquisitely fur.
nished in pale blue and gold, From
the little gii® four post bedstend
hung the richest blue satin damask
ourtains, edged with cloth of gold;
and similar ones were suspended
from the handsome gilt cornice over
the bowwindow. The carpet was of
the softasd and richeet texhure ;
whilst the bed coverlet consisted
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of handsome lnce, artistionlly worked
over gold brocade. Everything spoke
of wealth and luxury, mingled with
good taste. Even the delicate ware
upon the pretty little washstand
matohed’ in color with the rest of
the surroundinoge: and the sofb,
woolly, but rich gold-brown henrth-
rug which shone so oclearly and
temptiogly in the bright wood fire
light, looked seductive and a'luring
enough to beguile the hearts of any
little maidens, with the fond hope
of many a sweet (ite-d téte and
fidédce being enscted
upon its soft, warm surface.
“What a gem, in the way
rooms !’ exolasimed Marie ; " and
bung in my own favorite shade.”
“Yeg; I vemembered your little
weaknese for Our Lady's color, g0
had it all done-especially for you
“O Bartie darling, yon ba
thought of everything How good
you. And can I really see the
the rancéuary lamp from
asked Marie, walking towards

of

all

Ve

of

Do

dows

oertain
stnined - glass

Well, that is the

Oh, bhow swi¢

ttls vis

i BEE

t wi
little chapel

et! May I

it te Our Los

h 6l y

little rest

your hat
Paenelope

ald the ten for

in my gfum, and w

for & g coey chot before

dngesing-bell distuxbs us for dinner,
Marie nequiesced in her usual

gentle way. DBertie had been &0

thoughtiul for her comford, that the

least she could do waes to yield to

ber wishes. So they

boudoir, where Pen

cpposile 7

and pay & li
" Do pleass
bad a cup of , 8
refreshment ]
Jioak upon
n
ICaAy

little

lope drew two

ensy-chairs close fo the cheerful fire,

pud litting the small table with its
dainty freigh? of silver and china
within easy resch of her young mis
fress, paused a nquired it there
wae anythiog else she required.
“ Not at present, thank y¢
the answer.

Under pretext of folding an anti-
macassar, and srranging so stray
books lay around enelop
Iinger a moment or two
ere she took her deparit
rribly curious to
eet, for the advent'of
d little axci
the hall ; Louise

P I Miss

ngerx

Rt
I caused n
sexrvants’
1ently & of
bty &nd gentlsnes
Mies FitzAllan's goc
uneelfishness. Every in
uou appeared Aar oug fo sce this
grent friend of their young mistress,
mora siall they over
dropped thad il was hex
%o become a nun, Mrs
a8 bhailed from the " ould coun
try " herself, and was pourse much
predisposed in the young lady's favor,
and hex rd had influence
the gexva
town superi
ments
188 evening in

(4]

, and ¢
d nature

one

ally as bad

gread desire

ane

Vari

lit is chatted
and lavghed ! They #alked of avery-
thing ; sheiwx old convent life and
their lives in the rld, their wiches
and pls their hopes and fears.
Oh, how rapidly the bands of the

place around each
)

How our two

flaw
looked up ab it
f aboud poor Madge

I am so disa

poor

withh I

yet it xous

pry into the
Cerdainly sh

I am convinced
hard

place

we and
causs of her
she is very re
ghe ig the p: vietim of
fate. Peshaps e I in h

troubles.
nd

“ Yes ; but we will both ba true
and faithfal %o her — will we not,
Bertie ? Parhaps some day we may
meeld her again, a dear old girl.”

‘1 will ba »8 true as steel to her,”
replied Beatwice ; "' and as the day
of our solemn compact arzives she
is bound by her writbésn school-glrl’s
promise o meet us if she can.”

' Oh, there is the dressing bell I"

“Come o your room, darling.
Your maid will attend you.”

‘' My maid |” exclaimed Marie in
askonishment.

* Yau, dear ; I knew you would not
bring onse, so the houseksepar pro-

| Norah, the
thoee |

| more

returned to the |

WES |

vided one for you in the form of
a niece of hers, who, moreover, is
one of your own counitry women,"

" Stay !" implored Marie, arrest.
ing her friend by the arm. " What
will she expect to & ? for I am
go accuslomed to doing everything
for mysel

Dasese you, of couree; do your
bair, and wait upon you gensrally,
was the langhing rejoinder, "Nay, do
not look 8o hopslessly distressed, my
poor little one. It is fothing when
you are uged to i*, and mother would
not like i0 if you refused hex
services.”

“Very well, as you will,” spoke
Marie more cheerfully. " But I can
promise you her duties will
ight.
On
W6

enlerin
th bex

g the room ghe found
boxes were already un
packed, and all their contents neatly
acrranged in drawers and cupboard
but the eky-blae gilk dress of ancisut
date lay in all ite mod
ndeur the bed wl
young and coms
meskly waiting with fol
vendiness Yo ofli
able.
"1 beg your
1 fimialy

exposed n

upon et

gra
sd Ands 1

into at the dresting

pardon, I
but whi
8 $0 wear this ev
‘1 really don'é care,”’ an
Marie careleesly. This or
i yd i8 ready
flip
malas

neke sh dress

you plet ning ¢

It
whether mia B8 On
nervous of the two )
formar took her seabd upou the chair

very di
14

| placed for her in front of the look-

pel

very

Ing-giasgs preparatory Lo
ated upon. Norah was
and was her flest
dressing a lady's hair;
though she earnestly longed fto
durst not refuse her nid for fear of
diepleasing the Countees The
maid's bands were very awkward
ard they trembled perceptibly
she endeavored to bruth el
the would be wavy locks ; for the
Marie's hair did not grow
beavy luxariance as d'd
Beatrice or Madge, still
was of it was so curly and
it was difficult for
hands to asrange i§
o Fesling somewhkat weary
Msarie close ] eyes and endeav
ored to say he ro Bl
patiently ¢
received nofi

g op

young,
attampt ab
and Marie,

this

1Y)
ra

gh
guch
that of
hat there
that
inexpericnce
in any pexfec

in

flufly

AXY g
that
be erected ;
into the mirror
10 flrst stared in
ut at the awtully 3
esenled in it, then b

reflection
controllable f

|
into an un

ter.

1t
16«

forgive
in tones

Oh, plea
pleaded poor ]
distrese.
will! I

in doing es . Aunt
will be sc angry if she k 3 how 1
I fniled, hot te

miess

bhave

ence
ars

C one bit,
yoke the kind little mistrees, taking
one of the maid's trembling hands in

) will suid me admirably,

No one
own hair
Never fenr,
will get on
help me, like & good girl,
all these fearful hairpins,
in positive fortyu with the

I'he mi wae |
her young
was her swosr

our

poox

148
§8 Elnd

wWarn
tre

ixd of
I shall eith ) If to
aid, dear, or ¢
the rescue.
praysrs in peace

your
nd a bkold knight to
gay . your
rgel me not.’
Mistress and maid tripped lightly
along the gay coxridoxs and brilliant.
ly decoratad passages, the
polished floor of the largas gallery,
and then down a few steps into what
appesared to be a dimly lit cloister.
At the end of it stood a heavy oak
Gothic door which was.partly open.
Norah pointed o i8, and Marie went
forward alone. Some heavy orim
gon curtaing came next, and pusk

Bcross

g

these nside, the girl entsred ‘..hd'

chapsl, which looked so dark and
gtill, lit only a8 it was by the rad
rays shed from the sanctuary lamp.

be

| .
But Marie wae at home, and ere long

wae lost in prayer, and dead to all
around her, It did not appear to her
that she had knelt there long, erve
she was aroused by the sound of o
light footstep near, and looking up,
#he beheld Beontrice ag she had
| never seen her before, dwessed in
|m'-niu|.: dress, with a bright stax of
| diamonds on her brow., She was
| ntdieed in o soft white shining robe
| of pllk, with a handsome cloak
| thrown carelessly across her shoul
| ders. Marle gazed up at her, ndmir
| atlon depicted in her eyes ; then
! sllently moved to one gide, to
| room for her friend to k be

| her ; bu#, to hor surprise, Bsatrice
made an impatient gesture, and
| whispered, ie no Sime
prayivg Marie !

: 1ate.”

\

she
nke
ol

iek
now, X
ong ; it 1e gatting

Nob t

Come

18il you have k
ns of old, and 'be gged
Bartie ; theve is time fox
| ke smallex but elder |
ber arm around ¢
sleni walsel f
drew her on
| The 1
| in %
m
B
of
and
mination
lipe,
ble Jowe
the dark-browr
feagrant and simple ifie
but the diamond star was held ¢
and high as 0 ghot forth gleax
| glitSering light re feor
ruby lamp above it was he
for that strong young will o bend
the etern decrees ol Heaven !

Too full of and
| sense %o nole remark upon
change in her dear friand's bhehav
four, Marie soon arvose to part.

" Why, Bertie !" she asked 1
whisper bhow comes
Iave all that ly lec
allar now? You know it

“I—1 am ‘gure I
stammered the girl
have forgolten ¢
shall do it yoarse
“he will be g0
hslp

['hen he shall ha

nothing belter and
loft the chapsl.

elt near me

God'e blessi

to !

dediol's
ternnoss
expre

on tas
In wonderix

prayer,

B

wi
flowe:

re

Onh

discretion

ihe

ove

very

To please her fatha

of late indulged

well and

as the

that evening

pictaxe

8

other a

innocence and purity.

thought th§ Earl

with delight vpon

| Countess, forgstial

usual dignity, »

and greot with {

| embrace her pretiy lidtle guasl.
Eve a fortnight had passed

was 80 much at { 3

mazvelled withic

could ever have feared or dreads

8 visit at all

that ehe

i

was 80 good
to love

8 WwWaye, an 1 turn
8 ber

1ie glde too long.
or it was M

woulid

fOwar

ﬂ‘\" !

and rej
1 ghauld

Then, "abovs
thoroughly pious
good. Reginald loved her
mosf of all for that purity
of soul which shone from her genile
oyes. If was with feelings fas$
growing into kitker jealousy that ha
walched the free and essy manner of
the girl in her intarconrse with
brother and nofted how admirahly
they agreed fogether. Ofien and
often he watched them from the
distence and listened to their merry
jokes and -laughtex; but on his
approach these would seem Bo cesse,
and when he offered, as he frequent
ly did, to share their mirth and fun,
Marie, looking up shyly, would
biush ond tweat him with such a
timid grace, that the young man

bsfore
Was

his

| and

ide |

for |

to

good |

| enough fo make anyon

Marie | °

she |

| Catholie

{ and simply ®
| visit the prisst iu &

straightway began the aita

| could not but feel disappointed, and

regret how unfavourably he com

pared with his brother. And yet
he hoped, nay, he felt ocsriain s
times, that her very freedom with
Percy eavoursd more of slsterly

frlendship than of any other fn)inu.‘
"He wadé«such 8 boy, and had no
seriou® thoughts of 1it of that bis |
brother felt convinced ; still it was
more then tantalising to stand by |
obsewve how essily another
could inspive confidence and trust
wheve his own beart was yearning
for the aame privilege.
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"And who
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D Why,
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unessy in Sheir comp
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with
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aliecC

188 18 accour
3d if they can aff
dulgencs for i8,
Aud ¥

tur

Migs Da

really

j ons
doubk?
a2
y histories
schools. It was #!
piaced on indul
taal made the

awny

ine

lrom the |

her fan,
VAanRcs

intend

on thsir religion

" So ehall I, 8

hborly

them

fo
o aktack

laved the nisce
indulgences would bs a |

s oo

before t!

two

rriage he g ped
cottage nexi doc n he
OUs WOmasn wese a 10
in a ment.
young man of

¥OE98 B
hletio, handsor
0 twenty flve |
ted assisiing a
dy up the gravel walk to th
3i0od on the stey
und

mf Al
aboud
alig and
suare
118 b
again, M

AR

016 1 Cat
John wa

ad wi

wes i 11
o ¥2e classificatior
1arch a g ¢
He let it pses,
marked that he
10 alter

Danlap, fsue #o

gaasiones

1000,
Miss hex
geSting politeness and indalgir s
bigotry, sha commencad in a han thty,
frozen fone:

"1 am g!ad o have the opportunity |
of nsking a Catholic how the dootx!
of indalgences can poseibly be jusii
fied.”

Although John was angry, nod so
muoh at the qusastion, as at tha wav |
it was pul, he did nod batzay his |
feelings, bul asked, with qulet dig
nity :

" Will you kindly tell me what you
understand by an indulgence ?"

“ A permission to commit gin ox
the pardon of ein, pusochassd fyom
the priest.” ¥

| such a good.-natured lat gh, too,

| had reod

| same #ir

| you think of that for a Protest in

There, she had gotten it ont, She
was frlumphant and she walited to
#ee bhim wince and stammer., But
he did no such thing. He seemed
really amused. y

‘8o you think that the priest sells
permission #s commif gin ?” he peked |
with a smile; " big sins fora dollaror
two and little ones for flve or ten
cents or pexhaps in job lots for any
thing they’ll bring?

\\‘af}, I suppose that's the way,
Miss Ddnlap replied, never flinching.

I8 was se downright ridiculous |

thad John burst into a hearty laugh

that
smiled at what
on th

both womsn acfuall;
they now kr
part, eome &b

low, |

ew must be,
pid exror.
adies,” eaid Jobu, when he
vered himself eufliciently so |
el ma explain to you the

and

ir

falk,

nasure of indulgence
u that y«
OFr 18008,
ing whatever tc
re

) A0 wi

iisslon of te

ome
1meni
18 glale
yenra from
wdalg
oner
ing an in
148 sO mnu
kosn ex]
of time nmc
canons,
There
Miags

el
navs

gfop,
Dunlap

san by

wsans

laxed these psnanc
fronaury granted indul
.1

( ildran

subssquent

Land

noce o 1}

and happy a
now, what

of Hagse, ar
wives, bodh li
el

John bwoka
hearty laugh, which
interrupted by a tiny bsll calling
him to the fleat luncheon in the new
nowes.

"1 think ha's just charming," said
Migs Dunlap, ns she’' watched him
digappear behind the climbing »

F. L. Kenzel, C. 83. R,, in

dualgence ?”’

anocther

ous inso

a8,

Liguor

every gtep of thine upon
earth id either a lesson or a benefl !
Queen of Heaven, Mother of Mercies,
in thee is life, joy and hope of the
enrth !
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