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lesome influence reaches more Catholic

08
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families.
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t D.FaLconio, Arch. of Larissa,
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AN OFFENSIVE MISTAKE.

As a general rule reporters of the
dally press are fairly correct in the
summaries of events which they give
Sheir constituents. Juniors, however,

sometimes, owing to inexperience,
make serious crrors, and put into
the mouths of public speakers

something very different from what is
said. We would like to believe that
such is the case in regard to a lecture
delivered by Rev. W. J. Clark in the
First Presbyterian Church of this city,
on Monday evening last, and reported
in the Free Press. Having recently
taken a vacation trip to some of the
Amerioan cities, the lecture was in-
tended to describe his experiences
sherein.

The following paragraph we read
with astonishment :

“ The problem of dealing with the
ever increasing French population of
the Dominion was as nothing when com
pared to the question the people of
the States have belore them in the
negroes.'’

This placing of the French Canadians
and the negroes side by side is mot
in accordance with the fitness of things,
and will be justly considered an insult of
& very grave character, more especially
by those who are of the first mentioned
olass, a eplendid race of whom all Cana-
dians have reason to be proud. Bat,
the insult aside, where is the problem ?
The emigration department of this
oountry has sent its agents to the
euds of the earth seeking emigrants to
occupy our vast territory. We could
give abundant sustenance to a hun-
dred millions of people. Why, then,
should the rapid increase of our French
Canadians, because of their large famil-
les, be considered a problem ?

Insults are from time to time cast on
the French people of Qaebec by a very
few in Ontario whose opinions count
for little in the discussion of public
questions—a few whose bigotry blurs
and blunts their common sense. We
would not like to put Mr. Clark in this
column. His past forbids it.

He is reported as having also said
he saw no evidence of race suicide
smongst the foreign element of New
York eity. This, no doubt, is meant to
be commendatory. Then why, we ask

again, should a like condition prevail sions which have been very successful

ing amongst the French Canadians be
termed a problem? The reverend
goentleman also stated that ‘‘ immense
wealth and degeneration seemed to go
hand in hand, and that with every man
slon on Fifth Avenue there wa some
scandal connected.” Will Mr. Clark
aliow us to supply a word to make this
quotation complete? To our mind he
should have stated that *‘ immense
wealth, Godless education and degen-
eration seemed to go hand in hand.”
Let us consider for a moment what
kind of people we have in ths province
of Quebec. Travellers from other sec
tions tell us that they are law abiding,
honest, frugal, industrious and moral,

I
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face of a mad bull, and so the pious
** Deacon of Gilinour Momorial Church'’
raved like Caliban at the mention of
the word.

a Jesuits’ home, and continued :

min at the head of our Government
but he has
Jesuit.”’

Josuits,

et and holiest pleasures are found
therein. The children obe and rever-
ence their parents—thelr schools are
in the shadow of thelr churches—
heaven and earth are, as t were, en-
twined,

Their education in these schools fits
them for the world of business, and,
withal, the Holy Family of Nazareta
Is constantly held before them as
models to be followed throughout their
lives, no matter what befalls, In
the splendid churches —made so
because nothing is considered too
good for Go -~ with their croases
pointing Heav_award to show our
Redeemer that we forget mnot the
tragedy on Calvary—the people con-
gregate to pour ont their fervent prayers
and thanksgivings to the good God Who
has given them theirall. Their spiritual
adviser reigns over them as a father
reigos over loved and loving children.
He baptises them, he marries them, and
when life is ebbing he is with them to
bestow the blessings of God's Church
upon them in their journey. Bat this
is not all. Jealous of death, that
Church guards them still; and long
years alfterward, that curé and that
congregation rememocer them in thefir

prayers. Would to God we had
in many parts of Ontario the
simple, sober, blameless lives of

Quebec’s habitants. There the social
question looms not to disturb the
people’s minds, and there sobriety pre
vails, not promoted and enforced by
Legislative enactment, but by a loving
obedience to the command of God's
ambassador. And are we to under-
stand that the rapid increase of such
people is a problem? Pity 'tis we have
not a like problem in other parts of
Canada.
In many a city and town in this
boastful province of Ontario Fifth
Avenue conditions prevail. Oar di-
vine Lord sald: * Suffer little chil-
dren to come unto Me and forbid them
not.”” There are certain people, and,
sad to say, in numbers not small, who
declare : *‘ Away with the children.
What care we for them? Let us
drink deep of the world's pleasnres—
let us fly to the whirl of the ceaseless
rounds of gayety. What care we for
parental duties? Let us ake our
Heaven in this wcrld, postponing
thought of the next.”
And so the giddy life glides on. The
visitor to our centres of population
drives through our streets and admires
the faultless pavement — the green
lawns 80 well cared for—the wealth of
rarest flowers—the splendid mansions,
where every device has been employed
to promote luxarious living. But where
are they to whom Christ said : * Come
unto Me 2’ O the hollowness of it all!
Here we have a surfeit of life's frivolity,
and all the while the law of God and the
law of nature spurned a*d defled ; and,
as the winter of life comes on, the
canker worm of remorse is eating the
heart. Where is the problem ? Does
it belong to Ontario or does it belong
to Qaebec ?

—_——
AN AMUSING EPISODE.

One of the first seven deacons who
were ordained by the Apostles was the
first martyr of the Christian Church,
and his festival is celebrated by the
Catholie Church on Dee. 20, the day
alter the great festival of Christmas.
And good reason has the Church for
holding him in great respect, for he is
described as ** full of grace and forti-
tude,’” so that the Jewish sectaries
who suborned false witnesses to testify
that he was a blasphemer ** were not
able to resist the wisdom and the spirit
with whish he spoke.””

But some of those who at the present
day assume the office of deacon seem to
be of a different stamp, as may be
judged from the following funny scene
which gave zest to the session of the
Baptist Convention on the morning of
Oct, 18.  For the main facts as related
here, wo are indebted to the Toronto
Globe of the 19th inst:

A deacon, so-called, of a Baptist
OChurch near Peterboro, who is also an
Orangeman, Peter (iraham by name,
listencd with much indignation and
spleen to a vigorous address by the
Rev. John MacNeil of Toronto. The
subject of the address was * Missions,"’
and this gave oceasion to the speaker
for some references to the Jesuit mis.

in the Canadian North-West.

But to speak of a Jesuit in the pres.
kwood's Orangeman is like
flourishing a red handkerchief in the

He accused Sir Wilfrid Laurier of
1aving made the Canadian North-West

‘‘ We thought we had a noble grand
proved a traitor and a

So bothered with Bacchus was Peter,
That's what he knows about the

They love their homes, and life's sweet-

Deacon Peter quoted from g speech

marriages are declared void,
one of these countries, and as the eivil
marriage comes under the designation
of clandestinity, a civil marriage is
nall there according to the law of the
Church. Insuch localities, parties who
have had no marriage, according to the
rite of the Chureh, are not duly mar.
ried, and must be regarded as rebels
against the laws of the Oatholio Church.
The Spanish law has always hitherto
recognized this law of the Church,
which the present Liberal Government
appears now to wish to abolish, so that
a oivil marriage may be deemed lawful
and suffisient to secure to parties so
married all the benefits which a valid
religions marriage secures,

basing their contention on the Concor-
dat made with Spain in 1850, maintains
that the civil marriages whioh the Gow.
ernment has instituted may be held to

which he said Sir Willred had de-
livered in 1905 to the eflect that he
was thankfol that the children of his
country are taught Christian morals
and dogmas in the schools.
‘* What do you think of that ?" ex-
claimed Peter : ‘¢ Children taught in
the schools in Christiaa morals and
dogmas!’’

The deacon then said that the Globe
wasa noble paper under George Brown,
but now it does not stand up for the
rights of the people, It seems as if
thare is no one to stand up when Sepa
rate schools are allowed to be estab
lithed in the West,

*No party politics,” mildly suggested
President Warren,

““There’s no party at all,” crled out
our wodern deacon, while the whole
grave assembly was convoleed with
laughter. He continued ; “We
should trample party under foot till
we get the country on a safe basis.
When we get the country safe, then we
may return to party.'’
“The late Hon. Alexander Macken-
zie, who was a good Baptist, was the
first to establish Separate schools,”’
sald Rev. Dr. Cameron, of Ottawa.
“Well, I consider him an igoorant
Baptist,”” retorted Deacon Graham, who
is, we presume, one of the literati of his
neighborhood.
This sally caused more laughter, and
the incident ended.
Deacon Peter does not seem to be
aware that the Catholic Church, includ-
ing the Jesuits, was teaching Christian
morals and dogma in Ontario before
his fellow members of the yellow lodges
were showing their spirit by shooting
bullets at the house of one of her late
Majesty’s colonels at Malton, Ontario,
and at the occupants of the ancient
Catholic cemetery of the Nottawasaga,
and at Catholic Churches in the same
Township and elsewhere.

—_—————=

THE MARRIAGE QUESTION IN
SPAIN,

Cable despatches from Madrid indi-
cate that the ‘‘ Liberal "’ Government
is desirous of following the course pur-
sued by the French Government in
curtailing the rights and privileges of
the Church. It appears from the
statements made that the Government
insists on the recognition of civil mar-
alages by the Church, and that those
who die after having contracted a civil
marriage only shall be held as extitled
to all the rights of the Church as
granted to real and practical Catholics,
80 far as regards burial in consecrated
cemeteries. The object of such a law
is evidently to take away from the
Church the right of inflicting any out-
ward penalty for a breach of the laws
of the Church, and it could not be pro-
posed for any other purpose than to
wrest from the Church her natural
right to impose spiritual penalties upon
those who refused to conform to the
laws of the Church enacted to promote
the spiritual welfare of a Catholic
people.

The consecration
something parely
is the business of the Church
only to permit or deny burial
in a consecrated portion of a cem.
etery.

A Catholic marriage is a sacred rite,
being a sacrament of the Church. It
must, therefore, be subject to the laws
of the Chureh. The eivil power eannot,
according to the laws of God and the
Church, assume to itself the right to
confer this sacrament, or to make the
laws which are to govern it in the sight
of God. It must be subject, thercfore,
to the law of God, and not of the State,
and the Chureh is the judge which is
alone anthorized to pronounce whether
or not the laws of God have been ful
filled when the marriage contract has
been entered upon. She alone has the
authority from God to enact the laws
under which a marriage may be con.
tracted, and to declare under what con-
ditions a marriage contract is null and
void.

The Church, therefore, very pro-
perly does not regard the civil mar-
riage as a marriage in those countries
where the decree of the Council of
Trent is in force, by which clandestine
Spain is

of a cemetery is
religious, and it

The Pope, and the Spanish Hierarchy,

establish the oivil effects of the oon-

called by the Catholic Church Tran.
substantiation.

vin's heresy, and he thinks he can.
not teach that of Zwinglius, which is
that this sacrament confers no grace.
lHe may hold almost any conceivable
notion on the subject, provided he re-
joots the Oatholic teaching, which has
come down from the apostles, and
which has been taught uninterruptedly
by the Fathers of the Church even to
this day.

trine which the Church of England has
always taught, from the very beginniog
of the Reformation, is that the Holy
Soripture is the true word of God
which the Bishop of Michigan now so
bluntly denies.

we are told that ‘‘the Three Creeds
ought to be thoroughly received and
believed ; for they may be proved by
most certain warrants ot Holy Serip-
ture,”

Episcopal Church implies this same
doctrine, saying :

tract, but that the religious marriage
alone justifies the conscientious obliga-
tions of husbana and wife, and gives tue

married couple before God and the
Church. The Government wishes that
these rights be given them by virtue of
their civil marriage. These opposite
contentions have for some time given
occasion to strained relations between
the Government and the Pope, but as
it has now been annrurced that King
Alfonso has nominated the Marquis de
Ojeda as ambassador to the Vatican,
there is good reason to suppose that the
disagreement between Spain and the
Holy Father will be removed by an
amicable interchange of views,and that
the Pope's desire will be acceded to,
notwithstanding that a very recent
ciblegram announces that the Spanish
Government maintains its position with
an obstinacy which may make such an
agreement difficult.
The Marquis Ojeda, who is at the
present time under-Secretary of Foreign
Aflairs, was formerly the Spanish Min-
ister at Washington and Tangier, and
is highly esteemed as a diplomatist.
We cannot believe otherwise than that,
after the state of the case bas beeu
duly investigated, a satisfactory sola-
tion of the trouble will be reached.
—

A PROTESTANT BISHOP ON THE
BIBLE.

Bishop Charles D, Williams, who has
been not very long elected Bishop of
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the
Diocese of Michigan, in an address de
livered to the members of the Y. M.
C. A.on Oct. 1, created considerable
commotion by saying plainly that
‘‘the Bible is not the Word of God,
and the teachings to the contrary are
the most prolific source of unbelief the
Church (?) has to contend with.’’

We have here written *Church”
as we have information that this was
the word made use of, though the news-
paper making a short report of the
address bae the word * charge,”” which
we believe to be a typographical error,
as it does not make sense, and the
whole report tends to prove that
Church is the correct reading of the
Bishop's words.

To prove his contention, the Bishop
farther said :

“ Nowhere does the Bible declare
itself the word of God. Yet we are
told we must take it in its entirety,
The Bible needs no defence. All it
needs is a square deal. There are
those who read it devoutly, diligently :
but never say the Bible is the Word of
God. I say the Bible and the Word o
God. To those who accept the entire
Book as the literal Word of God, 1

would point out that it is not here so
stated,

We are not very much surprised at
this languags, cven from a Bi:hop of
the American Episcopal Church, which
is recognized by the Church of England
a8 part of itself, though itis a perfectly
distinet and purely local Church, as
purely local as the Church of England
even in its title admits itself to be.

It is well known that the Church of
England wears a cloak of very ample
dimensions to include within itself all
who believe or repndiate the most
contradictory or contrary doctrines,
and we have frequently had occasion to
point out that these contradictions are
constantly being put forth as the truth
of Christ, and are boasted of by the
pastors of that Church as if to be self-
contradictory were a characteristic of
Christian trath.

Thue even in the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s viz. Dr. Temple's cele-
brated manifesto or bull of 1900, pro-
fessing to define Anzlican dootrine,
tells us of two or three different beliefs
which Avglicans may hold concerning
the Real Presence of: Christ in the
fucharist or the Lord's Supper without
further definition on the subject, but
declares there is ore doctrire which
they must not hold, namely, the Catho-
lic doctrine of the real and objective
presence of Christ therein, which is

In fact,
’an may adopt Luther's

an Angli-
or Cal-

Bat there is no doubt that one doc-

Tn Art. 8 of the Charch of England,

The sixth article of the American

‘“ Holy Scripture

containeth all things necessary to sal

parties thus married the status of »

vation,” and the 8th is identical with
vhe 8th of the Church of Eogland, re-
quiring the three creeds to be believed
because they may be proved by Holy
Scripture.

It is clear, therefore, hat the Right

direct opposition to His Church in de:

Holy Secripture ; but we by no means
suppose that the Church will come
forward to disciplive him for heresy,

England as well as the Protestant
Episcopal Church of the United States
does not insist upon beliefs even in the
most fundamental doctrines of Chris
tianity. In fact, only a few months
have passed since a manifesto was
issued, signed by a large number of the
clergy of the Church of England, in
which it was positively stated that
Christianity does not depend upon the
historical trauth of either old or new
Testament, and this is equivalent to
saying that the Bible is not worthy of
belief as regards the whole life of
Christ and His Apostles.
We have evidently reached that
stage in the history of Christianity in
which the Catholic Church alone
stands forth as the vindicator of Bibli-
cal truth, while the Protestant sects
have declared thamselves to be without
aoy basis of faith, since they have de-
clared the only basis we have for our
faith to be unworthy of credit.
The Bishop continues :

‘“ Christ tore asunder the Old Testa-
me-t precepts, the law ol Moses, and
furnished new ones.'’

This statement is not correct. Christ
Himself declared the continuance of
the Moral Law as it existed before His
coming on earth, though the mere cere-
monles of the old law which had relation
to the future coming of the Redeemer
of mankind ceased when that Redeemer
actually came to do His work. Bat the
Moral Law was for all ages, and so
Christ taught the young enquirer after
truth : *‘ Bat it thon wilt enter into
life, keep the commandments.”” (St.
Matt. xix. 17.)

e ——

ANTI-CATHOLIO MISSIONS.

A recent speech by Dr. Andrew S.
Draper, a non Catholic, will prove to
be a revelation to many of our separated
brethren in these parts. Ata meeting
in Lake Mohonk, N. Y., on the 17cn
Oct., of the Conference of Friends ot
the Indian and other dependent
peoples,’’ the gentleman named, who is
Commissioner of Educaton of New York
State, spoke of the comdition of the
people of the Philipine Islands. His
address had the ring of a broadminded
stetesmau. Here is what he says,
having reference to the material con-
dition of these people:

“We will not cast them away,’” he
8ays, ‘‘because we cannot see the end.
We will not for a mess of pottage trade
them with some other nation which has
0o such outlook or mission as we have
come to have in the world. Neither
will we enter upon another experiment
of enfranchising millions before they
can, without danger to themselves and
us, carry some part of the burden of
governing the world, We will not give
them independence until they can be
Independent. This business of the hour
1s to develop the industrial habits and
the moral sense and the political wisdom
of these people so0 that they may be
safely admitted into our sovereignty or
may be able to exercise sovereignty and
independence of their own."

But what he advanced concerning the
religious problem is still more interest
ing. It will be remembered that, when
the United States took possession of the
Philipines, the missionary societies of
the different non Catholic sects con-
tributed large sums of mouey to-

wards the support of mission
aries in the new possessions, and
these  missionaries invaded the

fleld in goodly numbers, fortified by
every resource necessary for carrying
on their propaganda. The customary
reports were made to the central
bodies regarding the Oatholic Church
aud its priests, There were, of course,
ignoravce and superstition to be found
everywhere, the results of the teach-
ing of Romanism, It is always found
that funds towards the support of Pro.
testant missions flow more freely it the
claim is made that *‘ converts ’ are ex-
pected from the Oatholic fold. Disouss-

ing the religicus problem, Dr, Draper
spoke as follows :

‘‘ Clarified and reinvigorated, the
religious reign of the Roman Catholic
Church is established, not only in the
towns, but wherever in the wilderness
its priests may go. Its mission work is
80 aggressive and 80 much better than
any otter that is there that it quickly
receives the affection and engages the
devotion of & people to whom its solemn
ceremonies, its beliefs and its adminis.
trative methods are especially adapted.
Oar Protestant denominations are as-
suming to contest th around, but in
comparison with the wor+ >t the Roman
Oatholic Church their doings are not a
elight to us. It seems to be the fact
hat the Protestant denominations have
greed upon some division of territory
2 a8 to avold conflicts with one another
80 far as may be, but there is no possi

bility of avoiding rivalry with the
church of Rome in any part of our in.
sular territory. I cannot help wonder

ing it it is worth while, The people of
the Philippine Islands will hardly need

variety of sects to accommodate their

Rev. Episcopal Bishop of Michigan is in

claring against the divine aunthority of

for it is well known that the Church of

—
theologleal thinking for a long time, f¢
they ever rerd them they will know
how to have them, Denominations will
multiply in the natural order of thingg
as fast as they are needed, I bave
none but Puritan blood in my veing
bat I no looger fear that any chureh
will subvert American political instity.
tions, I think that the Roman Catholig
Church will be made more thoroughly
American by giviog it A nerican confi.
dence. No one can doubt jts 8piritu.
allty or its patriotism. I am in favor
of Protestantism wherever it can he
self sustained, but I do not fear to ex
press my misgivings about the wisdom
of the policy which taxes weak churcheg
in America to support weak churchey
in our islatd possessions, with no Pros.
pect of those churches becoming:elf. s, p-
porting, 80 long as one strong church g
on the ground, ocenpying it force.
fully and evidently adapted to th.
situation,"”

—
THE FRENCH CRISIS.

The mnew French Cabine formea
under M. Clemencean has a adical
wajority, so that we eannot expect that
the new Government will be any better
than that which it displaces, which was
very nearly as bad as it could be,
Perhaps the wish is Father to the
thonght, but we cannot believe withour
farther evidence that Catholicity s
dead in the France of a Pepin and 5
8t. Louir, a France which even since
the Reign of Terror and the Commuye
of 1871 has pronounced itself faithiy)
to religion, has fallen away so com.
pletely from ite primitive faith as
bave hopelessly bound itself to the
chariot wheels of such atheists a .
Clemenceau and Briand.

Well, indeed, did these men know the
power which would fall lato their hands
if they could secure the sole education
of the children of the nation for a few
years. They would turn the tables
against religion if they could only for a
short time oblige the children of the
nation to go to godless schools, or
worse, to schools in which God's name
was mentioned only to be sneered at
and ridiculed, and unfortunately they
have succeeded in this.

The first pretence was that the reliy-
ious teachers of France were fostering
in the rising generation a sentiment of
disloyalty toward the Republic. It
is undoubted that since the fal!
of the Empire of Napoleon III.
the French populace wers settled in
their antipathy to monarch,, whether
under the form of a kingdom or an
KEmpire, and by the constant repetitior
of the calumny that the Catholic relig
ion is entirely inseparable from a mon-
archical form of government, the people
were persuaded into apathy when a
secular school system was established
to take the place of the school system
which was chiefly under the auspices
o! the religions orders who were entire-
ly devoted to the Church.

It was soon proved that, with the ab-
olition of religions teachers, immorality
of every kind was Introduced into the
country, and, as the religious schools
were not at first entirely abolished, it
was comparatively easy to make the
comparison of the two kinds of schools
which were kept open in the same dis-
tricts. It was proved that the erimin

al records grew larger year after year
by the fact that the names of state
school pupils were to be found there
every year in larger numbers, while
names of pupils of the religious schools
were absevt from these records. At
the same time, the pojulation of the
country suddenly ceased to increase, asg
it had done before. There was one
cause, and only one, for this sudder

change. Both facts were attributable

only to one cause, the decline of relig-
ious sentiment among the people.
With a blindness for which we can

not account, the generality of the
the people were kept in darkness in re-
83rd to these results, or if some were
roused to action there by,the whole power
of the Government was used:to persecute
them, and from the fact that even the
most petty offices, which are necessarily
Dumerous in so large and populous a
country, are filled by slaves to the wil]
of the Government, the Government w: &
able to exert a pressure upon a major-
ity of the people, while uncficial France
was apathetic in the matter. And yet,
instead of restoring religions teaching,
the Government abolished all religious
schoole, s0 that there should be only
atheistic schools in operation, though
in many instances actnal opposition was
shown to the soldiery who were made
use of to enforce the orders of the
Government. High officers of the army

have chosen rather to resign their posi-

tions than to carry on the war against

unarmed religions men and women.

Bat this is just what the Government

seemed to want, that the army might

be completely under its control the

performance of the meanest deeds.

Also in the churches, when the Gov-

ernment took the inventories of church

property, there was frequently deter-

mined opposition shown and many seri-

ous wounds inflicted, though there was

only one defender of Church property

actually killed, and it was this fact

which led to the deleat of Premier

OCombes’ Government. It remains to

be seen what M. Clemenceaun will do in




