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jection if the book were published as a E
private enterprise, but the national
government should not make of itself a
propagandist of infidelity.

THE SO-OALLED JEFFERSON
BIBLE.

—_—

On May 10th aresolution was passed
in the House of Representatives at| Ngne but the ultra infidel section of
Washington, favoring the printing of | (1o people favor the action of . the
nine  thousand "’"’l’i"" of a so-called | youge, and in view of the strenuous | tho
Biblo or kind of New Testament which | opposition which has arisen, the House

giving to creatures the honor due to
God alone.

The Catholic Church explains clearly
the difference in kind between the honor
due to God, to the Saints, and to
relics and images of the Saints. To
God we give Supreme worship and ad-
oration., The saints, we venerate as
God's special friends and faithful serv-
ants ; and we regard relics and images
or pictures of the Saints, merely as ar- The volume is commonly called *‘ Jeffer- | ..iupn the bill without acceptance by
| ticles which remind us of their proto- l son's Bible,”" though it consists of €x-| ¢hat hody. It is supposed that private
| types and thus encourage us to imitate | tracts drawn almost entirely irom the | puplishers will take advantage of ihe
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tion, agate measurement. FR /
xnlA°|I;p!ronvvd and recommendea by the Arch- l the ”‘. v."tuc‘. e
hishops of Toronto, Kingston, Ottaws and 8t | the Saints of God, they are to be kept

mflg‘(x. Ihe gml&l;'b‘ﬂ!‘ "N“'“"‘(‘_“’“'.ng"ﬂe with due reverence. Jesus of Nazareth, extracted textually | Ayl the rest of Jefferson's works
“ﬁéf;@: n:ﬂztllxn::?;:‘;i%?nﬁuburnl?n. as | The """'3 ““‘“ frequently .th"’“l-fh fr:om the G""“"”'” .i'“ Greek, Latin, | (ore ordered before by vote of Con- |
.'h%l:xlrbel:lll‘r‘im?xlt%“tir:'g:g:g‘eﬂ;‘?- ;’I:‘; :ne::i these relies miracles are sometimes ex- 1 French and h.nghsh. ; gress to be printed, as a testimonial to | oq
”ecvhh wnd&".'}%::"g;::::’{y‘::ﬂ-d:uil:l‘:;:cl:%l pected to be wrought, llt)w’; n.ut (:h.n.ngu- l Asmay he mferf'nd from the title of | the high regard entertained for their
hlmp?r:lm.(ill.ml e old a8 well 83 the new the case at all, though this is pointed | the book, it consists of passages from | author, but by some oversight the Bib- | pu
aadress be sent us. to by these Protestants as an evidence | the Gospels so far as they treat of the | lical extracts were not included, and
that they are worshipped. | intended to

third President of the United States. taken, and has requested the Senate to | tru

son himself *“ The Life and Morals of | received, and will publish the work.

ly;

nbor collectors have no authority o 8top ¢ |
10%3.’91981' unless the amount due is paid. God works ; moral precepts which should govern the | the recent action was
LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION. these miracles ac His own pleasure ; but { conduey of men. \ supply the omission, but it may now be
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA, they it e l'osmv"lyi expected by Jefferson was an unbeliever in Chris- ‘! taken as certain that the Government
Ot!nw?. (%sn.da;xa::rcnﬁ.‘mb Ci.itllollcs: They are simply accepted tianity, though not an Atheist, as he \ will not include them. of
” l"::dfnd.“((),;t.? - * | with gratitude when they occur. professed belief in the existence of an
Dear 8ir: For some tima past I have read It has several times occurred during
your estimable paper, Tik CATHOLIC RECORD, 3 K
and congratulate you upon the manner in | the past few years that relics or images | Baing or God Who presided over the |
i ey of certain persons who are regarded by | creation of the universe. Even Tom |
sects of Protestants with peculiar re- | Paine, the most noted propagandist of The paragraph of the Westminster Con-
B ic ‘. N . i i D)
spect have been publicly shown‘asc Infidelity on this continent, had, or pro ‘fesx:mm which treats. o(”the Pope a.md
objects worthy of being regarded with ‘ fessod to have, the same belief. | which has been ‘‘ revised’' outof exist-

|
THE POPE.

th

Tcanr

ng you, and wishing you success.

ve me, Lo remain,
Bel ey e N faltntully in Jowus Christ,
} D. FALcONIO, Arch, of Larissa,
Avpost. Deleg.

te ster and form are both good: and &
I:lly g:mollo spirit pervades the whole.
Therefore, W 1 e,
1t to the faithful.
1o But |
u

a certain religious reverence. We do | ence by the new creed adopted at the
not mean to say these objects were

f os . e
| tice at least, as they refused to admit |of the Presbyterian Church of the

i true Church of Christ, which St. Paul
was compiled by Thos. Jefferson, the | jpcclf has retraced the step it had | declares to be the pillar and ground of

\ x s The American
infinitely wise and all-powerful Supreme | PRESBYTERIAN REVISION AND | 4o ofore done wisely in eliminating
from their new Confession the statement

lsewhere (in the National Coven-

ant) the faith of the Kirk is declared to
be the only true religion of Christ.
These are strong assertions for a
Ohurch which makes no claim but actu-
ally renounces all claim to infallibility,

ugh they are not too strong for the

th, and with which Christ promised

to remain to the end of time.
From what we have already shown,
e C p ¢ Christ needs a visible
ot \me | four gospels, and was called by Jeffer- | 7 : the Church of C

Being thus mementos of [ gospels, an as ca y dJefer- | sqvertisement the Jefferson Biblehas |, .4 for the fulfilment of the great pur-

and St. Peter was certainly appoint-
to that office by Christ, Who made

him the rock on which the Church was

ilt, and commissioned him to feed His |

whole flock, His lambs and sheep. For
the same reason, St. Peter's successor,
the Pope, rightly claims to be Christ's
Viear on earth, and supreme visible Head

the Church.
Presbyterians have

at the Pope is the anti-Christ, the

man of sin and son of perdiction de-
nounced in
. i 2 p they have practically accepted the
both denied God's Providence, in prac- | recent meeting of the Geeneral Assembly statement of the late Dr. Philip Schaff
who said that the Confession on this

Scripture. By so doing

for itself.
a gentleman who is no stranger g
readers of this paper, '
tinguished Irish scholar and litte,

tuer, Mr. X

IRISH LITERATURE,

The following fervent letter spoaks

It comes from the pen of

Himself o qjs.

Murphy has done a |

. ion'g
share towards disseminating and poy
. H A
ularizing the literature of his yatjy,
ative

land. The suggestions contained in
Mr. Murphy's communication shoulq
receive serious attention from al] w),
aro interested in the subject it covers,

The only serious objection we can son

pose for which it was established, m\m Mr. Murphy’s proposition is ope
teach Christ's doctrines truly and sure-

stated by himself, that the Irish works
when purchased by the library authop.
ities might not be read, and the cop.
plaint that their purchase was a useless
expense wouid be well founded. If,
however, the association
formed in any locality, its members
should take care that such a complaint
swould not arise. Wherever the associ-
ation may be formed, it should be cop-
posed of active members who will capry
out their pledges faithfully,

Wers onee

The letter is as follows:
New York, June 3, 1902,
Editor CATHOLIC RECORD :

Dear Sir—The lamentabla dearth in
our public libraries of works written on
Irish subjects by persons competent to
take up such material and do it justice,
offer a

Ty 28, 1902, | worshipped, but we do say without | gy g 4 air i ¢ i

LONDON, SATURDAY, JU! 23, 1902. pped, 3 | His intervention in the affairs of man- | ., .04 Giates is as follows: point was based upon a misconception | lt)‘l;()mll"tlz nllrl-ishm B suggestion

SR . . P 8 ople O Can -
no other head of . the |OF B WFODE interpretation of Seripture. | 44 and he | Alatted 8¢ “"

lain e _| ‘“There is
k From th.ls (,llaractelt«)f the Jefferson | Church but the Lord Jesus Christ: |
jan creed it may be inferred that the

respectfully regarded as articles which
reminded them Zof John Wesley, John
Calvin, John Knox, ete., is & complete
admission that Catholics are right in |
degree of respect to the |
images of St. Anne, St.
St. Patrick, St.
Augustine,

KING ALPHONSO'S PROPOSED
VISIT TO ROME.

It has been arranged that Alphonso,
the young King of Spain,will pay a visit |
10 Pope Leo XIIL,who is his godfather. |
The trouble arising out of the fact that
the Pope is living in private in the
¢ity, while the King of Italy holds a |
usurped sovereignty, has been for the
time being evaded by an arrangement
whereby the young King will take up
his residence at the Spanish Legation
to the Vatican, from which he will pay
his proposed visit to the Pope. King
Vietor Kmmanuel is not disposed to | 3 .
throw any obstacle in the way of the | "““t""“lb“l: It A »\:Hd.tn be gl
arrangements made hetween the Pope | tiful specimen of the jeweller's skill,

and King Alphonso.
hisiinliai R ——

THE TAFT COMMISSION.

2

hesitation that the fact that they were : Kind;
{
i

regarded | that man of sin, and son of perdition | o
that exaleth himself in the Church
against Christ, and all that is called

morals taught by Christ,
merely a pious man, does not include
| any reference to the divinity of Jesus

»r His divine purpose of redeemin "
. p ?( e i e In proof of the first part of this ar
Man would not require any re- |

| man, ¢ 4 " d d
ete | ¢ g i " | icle of belief the annotated Confession |

. | demption according to this view, and | X
quotes Col. 1.

Now a new relic has been exhibited | thus ** the Jefferson Bible'’ issimply a
in Montreal within the last few days | p.nqhook of Deism, which has already
which is said to have been the property | .., published in part by the secular
of Martin Luther and then of Catharine
Boren, being nothing less than the en-

showing a
relies and
Anthony of Padua,

Francis of Assisium, St.

who is the beginning, the first-born | a

from the dead: that in all things He |
might have the pre-eminence.’

It must be clear to every reader
there is nothing in this passage of | ¥
Holy Writ against the Catholic teach- | t
ing that Christ is truly the head and “
founder of His Church, and
He will so continue to be as long as the
world Neither is there herein
anything contrary to the Catholic be- |
lief that for the continuance of His |

| or infidel publishing houses as part of
A § 3 | theirseries of fres-thought publications |
gl -} 3 " ' vV V 3 ) were . . . .

gagement ring with which they were | ¢ jg 5 misnomer to dignify a book
a ‘* beau-

| which ignores the most prominent of
| Christ's characteristies, and His main
on the inside of which is the inserip- | purpose on earth, with the name Bible,
Gion. ‘.““ Martin .Luthvr (?ablmriue and Jefferson himself did not eall it by
| !“"“”f‘ 4 .”"' s"f""““"f‘"‘ to “"}s ‘fm’ﬂ‘ this name. He was toosincerely honest,
— . | The relic is owned by a Captain E. M. | from the purely human standpoint, e

The Taft Commission which was :«:nt | Svendsen late of the Norwegian barque | (.. pig ship under false colors, and his
by President Rooseveldt to confer with | ¢ Longfellow' which was wrecked

5 . d liti in the book was merely intended to show that
e Sops ta .rcg.n et i m. 40 b Matane on May 11. | in the Bible the same morals are incul-
Philippine islands has been cordially ‘

; On the hypothesis that the relic is | cated which infidels proelaim to be
received by the Holy Father. The in-| ,ythentic, there is certainly more justi- | necessary for the true happiness of
structions given to the commissioners | geation for Catholies who honor the | mankind having borrowed them from i e

are to the effect that they shall settle ‘ relics of the Saints of God, than for the ‘ Bible in the oot place. It is nowonder | In Eph. iv. 11 we find that the same
with the Pope the terms on which the |}, qreds of Protestants who crowded | jefferson had this intention tn - View Apostle who wr.ote the above words de-
{ands of the friars may be purchased bY | ¢, gee this relic of the gross-minded ‘i for he would as readily have made usé'| clared that Christ *‘ gave some to be ;
the United States Government. It has | founder of Protestantism and the | of the works of the Chinese sage Con’ | Apostles, andA some prophets, and |
been stated that Governor Taft, who is | worldly nun whom he induced to vio- | fucius, or the Hindu Vedas, the | others uvangell?ts, and others pastors |
the President of the Commission, 'h:ls | late, as ho had done himself her vow of | persian Zend-Avesta for the same | n'm.l teachers, for the perl‘oct'mn. o.f the “
asked for the withdrawal of the friars | o, 6tual poverty and chastity, solemn- | purpose, if they were current in the | Saints, for the work of the ministry, |
from the islands before the Govern-| ly made to God. This ring, which is \ countey.

ment purchases the lands. Tt is fully | g6 gymbol of the violation of solemn | The vote of the House of Representa-
expected that a satisfactory arrange- | ¢,wq is a memorial of the breach of the | tives to scatter sucha work as this broad-

last.

work on earth, Christ appointed a vis- |
ible Head of the Church to be His
| Vicar, and to rule the Church in His |

in the unity of faith and of the know-

God.”" (Chap. 25.) | made
t- " evidently not the Church against which
| the gates of hell shall never prevail,

is the head of the body, the Church; | trath :
ogmatically that the Roman Chureh |

teaches an unseriptural doctrine, iif it
loved the trath, it would have stated

But if this wrong interpretation of

[ ; por can the Pope of Rome in any sense | Scripture could be once pronounced
| ¢ Jefferson Bible,’’ being a code of | be head thereof ; but is that Antichrist | ¢ the Church to be a revealed truth,

hat confidence is to be placed in the

\ teachings of a Church which even once

such a pronouncement ? It is

18: ““ And He (Christ) | and which'is the pillar and ground of | op more

. and instead of pronouncing so

thMI\ that its own teachings have been un-
riptural ; and what assurance have we
hat they are not unscriptural still ?
The revision evidently puts the Pres.
that | Pyterian Church of America into a sad | that our
| dilemma, from which it endeavors to ex-
“ tricate gitsell by a vegy transparent
| subterfuge that it has not changed the

e

| ence ; for the new Confession is the one |

| by all as the authoritative creed of the
| Church.
Instead of what wehave quoted above

| through the columns of your paper,
| with your permission. Let us effect a
| pational organization throughout the
country that will demand of the public
| libraries that such works be placed upon
their shelves, and then read them, In
| most cases where the public library is
supported by a munieipal fund or en-
dowment, these books will be placed
upon the shelves at the request of one
citizens. Therefore, such an
| association as that suggested, is t
handicapped by the necessity of raising
any fund; organization is all that is
| necessary
Librarians usually complain that whei
some patriotic Irishman has a number
of Irish works placed on the library
catalogue, they remain untouched and
[ unread ; proving that such purchases
are a useless expense, This is an evil
association can prevent by
furnishing readers for the books asso ot
as they are available.
While good, wholesome Irish fiction
is always welcome, it should be the aim

Confession, but has only explained it. | of the association to see that the major
| Tt has really explained it out of exist- | portion of the books thus placed is

Celtic in spirit and comprises works on
the arts,sciences and literature of anci-

which will for the future be regarded | gnt JIreland. These should be chosen
| very carefully by a committee of able

{ Irish literati, chosen for their knowl-
| edge of

such subjects as well as for
general literary ability. [t may be

from the Confession, referring to the | jifficult to select a large committee of

Pope, the following will in future be | such men at first, but after a while
the teaching of the American Chureh :

¢ The Lord Jesus Christ is the onl
Head of the Church, and the elaim ¢
any man to be the Vicar of Chris} an

unto the edification of the body of | the Head of the Chureh is unseriptural, |

Christ, (the Church,) till we all meet | without warrant in fact, and is a usur-
| pation dishonoring to the Lord Jesus

Christ.”’

| will readily be found and there is nc
> A r
of A ¢ o
4 | cause with all their hearts, The nu

| cleus of such an organization could b
formed in each town with five or tel
| people. Several small circles would
indeed, be more effective than ou

they

)

doubt that all such men will heartily
enter into the work and serve such a

3

'

ment will be reached. The American | ooppandment of God: * When thou |
Executive has been careful to inform | vowest a vow unto God, defer not to |
the public that the purpose of the Com- | payit. . . . Pay that which thou |
mission is not in any sense diplomatic, | ¢ wegt, Better is it that thou shouldst |
but is purely to arrive at a business- | o vow, than that thou shouldst vow |
like settlement of business matters. .

Pope Leo XIIL is engaged in the |

and not pay.”’  (Eecles. v. 1-5.)
Almighty God has frequently deigned |

’ onsiderati g the ques- | £ 1 APl
careful consideration of all the ques-| ¢ o niracles through relics of His | his office ; but they consider that ia |

Thus in 4 kings xiii. 21, (Prot. ]

tions at issue in the matter. He is as- | g ints.

3 i i sli ations by Cardinal . . . d | igsi

sisted in his de 'llh"r ations (4y 8 " S| Bible, 2 kings,) we read that a dead | gress to undertake the missionary duty
p a, Ste e, Gotti, Serafin ¢ i 3 fah .d

Rampolla, Steinuber, Gotti, Aino, - an who was hurriedly east into the | of propagating the Jeffersonian cree

vannuttelli, and Vives of Tuto. Fliseus  (Elisha) was

as soon as the body |
\
|

sepvlehre of
brought to life

e e
PROTECTORATE OF EAST- | touched the bones of the prophet.

ERN CHRISTIANS. | In Aects xix, 12 we are told that |
when handkerchiefs and aprons which
touched St. Paul's body

the sick,

THE

The Sultan of Turkey has issued a
tal o had merely
decree recognizing the right of the

Governments  to

were taken to their diseascs

{talian and German
protect their own subjects within the
Turkish Hitherto the pro-
tection ol all the BEuropean Christians

left them.

S Many who touched the hem of our

Empire. .
were healed of griev-

(St. Matt. ix., 20; xiv.,

Lord's garment
’ . ous sicknesses.
has been \]n'\'l.\”)’ accorded to France, 36.)
. ab,
by an arrangement which dates back to In the history of the Olinrelithore

the time of the Crusades. Of late years are to be found similar healings of
Italy and Germany have sought to have | 41| papner of diseases through relies
transferred to themselves this right, 80 | ;¢  the foom all ot

that

by the mir-

Saints,

far as the subjects of these two Govern- | wiia) we justly infer Almighty

. an . T OTTIO y P ) ‘ . -
ments are concerned, but the Pope’s | o has made it manifest

wishes being consulted in the matter

cast throughout the country has very
naturally raised a storm of indignation

among the Christian people.
not deny

They do
that as the President of a

country which is not supposed to favor
any particular form of religion, Mr.l
Jefferson fulfilled ably the duties of |

acles He has wrought through these ob- |

the transfer was not made. It is prob- jeets, that it is pleasing in His sight to |
{

o d Sevadd il : y |
able, however, that the Pope's opposi pay certain marks of respect to images
i 7 y transfer w: ‘i AW | § . d 4

tion to the transfer w u. withdrawn be and rolics of the saints. We

fore the Sultan issued his recent decree,

refer to

these proofs here not to aceuse of idola-
i WS ¥ arfare whicl .

owing to the poersistent warfare which try the Protestants who with great

has been carried on during the last

thirty years against the Church by the Charles Wesley in the Metropolitan
French Government. France has al- ohureh of Toronto, and crowded to
ways regarded the vight of protectorate | (i 1nq revere John Wesley's razor a
as a precious privilege which increased fow years ago, and Martin i gt
ite influence in the Kast, and the g:l:t“llll‘ll‘ ring more recently; but to
partial transfer of the protectorate Will | (how that the Catholie \N:IL‘.:n is fully
be felt as a severe blow to French o

! : justified by the acts of those who have
ascendancy in that quarter of the world.

been loudest in denouncing the Catho-

ek e lic Church as guilty of idolatry.

AND TRUE

RELICS OF IFALS

SAINTS. It is to be noted as a remarkable dif-

s forence that the heroes of Christianity

There is no practice of the Catholie | ype they who are honored in the Catho-
Church which is more systematically
attacked and misrepresented than that

lic Chiurch, and the persons are of very
dubious antecedents whom the Protest-
of showing reverence to the images, | au¢ relic-worshippers honor. The sane-
pictures, and relies of the Saints of tity of the (atholic saints is, besides,
God.

We are persistently told by Protes- | of the Chureh of Christ, whereas those
tant controversialists that all religious | whom the Protestants delight to honor,

reverence shown to these objects is a

vouched for by the infallible authority

are sanctioned as saints, only by the

worship forbidden by the second com- | private opinion of individuals who have |
mandment of God, and that Catholies | taken very little, if any ecare to inves- i

by showing reverence of any degree | tjgate thoroughly the worthiness of
joward them, are guilty ol idolatry, by | whom they regard as saints of Christ.

| at least

|
it not within the sphere of the '\‘nn-‘\

of Deism, by publishing a garbled life
of Christ which omits all mention of His |

| divine and supernatural character, and

which is merely a Deistic pulumivali

work. 1

The Jewish papers are as much op- |

pused to the publication of the work as
are the Christians. They

that it is a foolish expense,”the «'hiufi

|

|

|

|

\

maintain

of which will be to do violence to the
religious sentiments oi the great major=
ity of the |u‘uplu,'whi('h is an act from
government  should
abstain.  This is
by the Philadelphia Jewish exponent,

On hehalf of the Catholic body the
Buffalo Union and Times has this to

say :

which the national
expressed

¢« Lot us grant that the book is a cur-
josity. So, it may be added, would be
the attack on Christianity by Celsus
the pagan. If it be asserted that Jef-

| forson was an American statesman, what

ceremony set up pictures of John and

legitimate excuse can be given for not
publishing Paine’s Ages of Reason ?
“Frankly, we do not think much
good will be done by bringing out the
work at the present dangerous moment,
We can not believe the Christian
people of this country were demanding
it very urgently. They have an ample
host of things similar to engage there
attention. Above all, we fail to see
why the Government of the United
States should lend itself to the diffusion
of free-thought literature. We ean not

| see what right it has to do so, and are

| ganda has an ay

that some propa-
to grind in stocking
the public libraries of the country with
a Gospel that refuses divinity to our
Lord.

“ positively and absolutely, such
hooks should not be brought out at pub-
lic expense. Does the Government
mean to adopt free-thought as the na-
tional religion 2"’

The Protestant press and clergy are
| equally emphatic in condemnation of
the vote of the House of Representa-
tives, holding that the publication will
be a direct attack upon the religion of
| the great majority of the people. They

forced to belicve

ledge of the Son of God."

This implies that the main purpose!
for which Christ established a ministry |
in His Church, and for which the gospels L
were written was to preserve unity of |
faith and a sure knowledge of the myster- |
The ministry of the |
Church would vainly aim at preserving
this unity without a visible head. This
is evident from the gradual change of
faith of Churches where their is not a
unity of headship. The Presbyterian
Church is itself an evidence of this.)
So far as it has sprung from Scotland, |
it has preserved a sort of unity of doe-
trine since the adoption of the Confes-
sion in 1647, notwithstanding that there |
have been secessions on account of
minor points of difference; but the
gradual fermentation of free opinions
within their fold has already spread

ies of religion.
|
|
|

through the whole mass, and has cul- |

minated in a change of ereed under the
name of a revision of the confession.

If the English, Scoteh, and American
Presbyterians had one head, any change
of ereed would not so readily have per-

there would have been no change at
all. But as the case stands, practi-
cally a new creed has been adopted by
the American branch of the Chure
and another differing substantially from
this was adopted several years ago by
the Presbyterian Church of England.
There are now three creeds for the
three branches of that Church, and re-
vision is only just begun. It needs no
groat wizard to prognosticate that the
fermentation of opinions will go on, and
will after a time in further
changes. In, fact, there are already
several distinet Presbyterian Churches
in Scotland —we believe the number is
eight— though we do mnot insist so

result

strongly upon the divergences which
did not include a difference in creed .
but the adoption of a new creed c:\nnot'.
be regarded as a minor divergence.

It must be borne in mind while this
matter is heing considered that the
General Assembly which at Edinburgh
adopted the *“ most excellent'’ West-
minister Confession on August 27th,
1647, declared it to be ‘‘ most agree-
able to the Word of God . . . . .
most orthodox, and grounded upon the
Word of God, ‘‘ and accepted’’ as a
common Confession of Faith for the

say there would be no ground for ob-

three Kingdows.'

meated tho whole body, and pnza'sliblyl

statement can be seriously made. It is |
certain that the High Priest under the
Old Law was God's Representative or |
Vicar ; but this oflice certainly did not |
dishonor God the Father, since he ‘

|
It is difficult to see how even thia‘
|
|

Himself. How then could a somewhat |
similar office under the New Law dis- |
honor God the Son, Who instituted it for ‘
the wise purposes mentioned by St. |
Paul in Eph. iv.?

The new teaching was likely brouglt |
in to blind the eyes of the pablic to the
fact that the Church had changed its |

| teaching ; but the public are not soeas- |

ily hoodwinked as the revision commit- |
the Assembly imagine. The |
well that a real |
| change of teaching was made, and the

tee and

public know very

necessity of the change may be readily |
| woen in the fact that it was adopted by

. |
| the Assembly by an almost unanimous

vote, only two votes being recorded in |

| favor of leaving the Confession as it
“ has hitherto stood.

| While we carnot congratulate the
“’rcshytm‘inns‘ on consistency, we do
| congratulate them on their approach
toward truth, common sense, and com-

mon politeness. They will no longer

h, | subject a member of their Church to |

| doing Penance on the cutty-stool for
| not calling the Holy Father *‘anti-
christ, or the Son of Perdition.”” But
| would it not have been a still more de-
l finite approach to truth if the revisers
| had stated plainly that:the Pope is not
what the Confession has hitherto called
him ? The Confession as it now stands
| will leave its adherents free to believe
| what is now practically admitted to be
‘. a false doetrine, viz., that the Pope is
| still as bad as he was declared to be by
| the obsolete Confession.
| After all, who knows but, as fone of
| our witty contempoaries has said, when
| antiChrist will really appear on earth,
he will prove to be a Presbyterian?
At all events, it would have been in
order for the Canadian General §As-
sembly to have followed the example of
their United States brethren. As the
| matter stands one thing is revealed
truth in the States, while in Canada
the truth is something very different.

Wealth is the last thing to be con~

myriad other conditions—Success,

large one, as the facilities for meeting
often would be better.
Summing up the foregoing, briefly,

| the objects of the association should

1—To select at regular intervals a
national committee or advisory board
which shall select a certain number of

| occupied it by appointment of God | works each year for the purposes of the

organization.

2—To meet once every month, ab
least, to discuss current Irish literature
and receive reports from the advisory
hoard, in reference to works on Irish

‘ subjects.

3—To see that approved works are
placed on the shelves of every public
library.

4—To have these works read when
they are thus placed, each member
pledging to read as many of them as
feasible during the year, and then in-
teresting as many acquaintances as
possible outside of the association.

5—To interest the newspapers of the
country in Celtic, particularly Iberno-

| Celtic  literature, so as to bring the

publication of such matter prnnnuoml.‘
before the public.
6—To encourage the production of
all new works on important Irish sub-
jects and give moral supjo't to Tt
| searches into Irish antiquitiese S
7—To study the irish clement I
| American history and bring into prom-
| inence the part taken by the Irish race
in the founding and maintenance o the
American Republie. ]
The foregoing are suggestions \\_'Hh
which to begin the society. Otheraims
and work will be suggested later by the
developments of the movement. The
importance of such an organization can
hardly be estimated. From a national
standpoint there is no subject of more
consequence that the literature of o
country, and the apathy displayed by
the Irish people toward their literature®
must be dispelled if we hope to keep
the spirit of the race alive.
For this apathy the Trish
however, are not wholly to blame,
it is a product of English misrule over
their native land. Dr. Sullivan, the
erudite editor of O'Curry’s ** Lectures
on the Manners and Customs of the
Ancient Irish,”” in writing on this very
| subjeet says: ‘“ During the first part of
the eighteenth century the possession
of an Irish book made the owner 2
| suspected person and was often the
| cause of his ruin. In some parts of
the country the tradition of the dan-
ger incurred by having Trish manu-
sceripts lived down to within my own
memory ; and* I have seen Irish mant-
seripts which had been buried until the
writing has almost faded, and the mar-
gins rotted away, to avoid the danger
their discovery would entail at the
visit of the local yeomanry."
The causes of the indifference of the

Iwnplt'.

as

sidered in a successful life—there are | Trish people to their own literature are

$00 obvious to allow blame to rest olk
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