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Assurance Manitoba’s fire commissioner, Mr. A- Lindback, reporting 
„„ th. recent large fire in Winnipeg, states: "Fourteen wit- 
n eases were called in the investigation into the fire in the Seott 

Winnipeg March 23, and they have fully established 
fn rl’that U began in the office of the Cowan Construction rnmoanv Yn the re», on the second floor, during the absence 

«Tthe man in charge, and with the door locked.
^‘This office at the time was in charge of a young man 

who also did the stenographic work—he had returned after 
lunch about 2 o’clock. His description of the office is, that 
ft was entered by two or three steps with a banister on each 
IL»- inside a few feet from the door was a counter running 
aero» The width of the front office with a wicket at the north 
en d- , n si de that was a large standing desk placed against the 
■nntli uartition a typewriter desk in the centre, and in the nnrth wes? corner a filing cabinet about 6 feet high; to the 
ïfiS » Iront of tki., pteoed o. tb. «o.r, .... . 
dozen cardboard boxes containing doeskin working gloves, 

which was some loose paper and records; the extreme 
re™r of the main office was partitioned off and formed two 
nrivate offices, the north-east one contained a vault.
P "The afternoon of the fire five men are accounted for hav- 
ing been in the office; three of these were only in the part be
tween the door and the counter, and having transacted their
errands left.
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"Some time around 3 p.m. a f end of the man in charge 
came over on business, too, but stepped inside the counter and 
sitting down in about the centre of the office, conversed for the 
oTcater part of an hour, the friend leaving shortly before four. 
Ge both men are smokers, at first they did not rememb« 
whether during a leisurely chat of an hour ^
but it finally developed that one man had lighted his pipe. 
Shtfrtlv after the frieid had left, or about four or five minutes 
after fout, the other left also in search of an evening paper 
—the door slammed, locked, and at a bnsk walk as he el«n»ed, 
he did not find a newsboy until reaching the corner of Portage
“‘“‘..m, ,b.rtly .It... in Hr. C. H. Bl..k’. .B.., I»».
diately joining, smoke was seen and smelled, and Mr Black 
thought it smelled as if rubber was burning. Mr. McGowan a 
traveller was with Mr. Black at the time, and stepping to the 
C owan office, found the door locked, but was able to kiok over 
the lower frosted glass in the sash partitions and saw a clew 
flame. In the office on the third floor, immediatelvabove th 
Cowan office, smoke began to come through the*>“d “rr 
A È. Thomas and one of his men, running to the second floor 
and vaulting on the banisters outside the C°wa“Company 
door, saw the fire in the “otth-west s.de of the office near the 
vault, but finding the door locked hurried hack to their own 
office.
Could Have Prevented Fire

"Mr. Thomas avers that had he got in with a c<*Ple
pails of water or a reliable chemical etiinmisher at that ™o
meat, the fire could have been controlled, immediately “J 
ing this, three men occupying a room on the fart^ ,
thl Black office got busy, and a Mr. Blackman, grabbing a 
pail of water ran with it and kicked the door open, but 
driven back bly the pungent and heavy smoke co g o
the door; right after him was the earetaker of the block,^.
had come down from the fourth flopr reali - g ,nj
tions, he ran into Mr. F. Scott’s office to ’phone got .“Jg 
without delay and also the fire hall—told tbe? . the ge0tt 
was on fire, received in answer the query^ Where 
block» but did not, take time to explain

'3^ »*£2rs*Jïdevelopment of this fire, the habitual unconsciousness
lessness with which burning matches are deF°*lte ’ f the Scott 
oil soaked, inflammable material and coMtrucriOT Of thj 
building, the accidental failure of rapid Pr®te^1. an lives

doubt such one was the origin of this heavy lo*f-
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The Coming Railway and 
Distributing Centre of 
North Eastern Saskatchewan1 i, : U I

Canora already has three railway 
operation,- and with the completion of the 
C. N. R. and G. T. P. in 1914 to the North a 
great air.ount of new territory will be opened up.
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» inufacturers desiring to take 
advantage of these facilities for reaching this vast 
new empire, for which Canora will be the base of 
supplies.
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