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EACYCLICAL LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER,

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 19-00.

PRICE FIVE CENTS

Necessity of a Christian Revival

b A

The real title of this beautiful En-
cychieal is ‘‘Jesus Christ the Redeem-
er.”’ In penning a last communica-
tiom, for the century that expires in
a few days, the Holy Father takes
an emcouraging view of the world
and the general situation. He says
that while it is not possible to look
to the future without anxiety and
the dangers to be feared are neither
light nor few, the sources of evil,
private and public, being so many
and so inveterate; still, through
God’s goodness, the end of the cen-
tury seems to afford some ground for
Hope and Comfort. It is thus Leo
XIII. expresses himself :—

“‘Despite all the attractions of the
world and so many obstacles to Die-
ty, at a single sign from the Roman
Pontift a great multitude of pilgrims
thronged ‘ad limina sanctorum Apos-
tolorum.’ Who could fail to be moved
by this spectacle of extraordinary
devotion towards the Saviour? This
fervor of so many thousands of men
joining with one mind and one heart
from the rising to the setting of the
sun in acclaiming and exalting the
name and the glories of Jesus Christ
would readily be deemed worthy of
the noblest days of Christianity.
Would that those flames of the old
Catholic piety which had, as it were,
been bursting forth developed into a
great fire, and that the excellent ex-
ample set by many pilgrims might
mova the rest of the world. For,
what was so necessary to this age
as the restoration to States, far and
wide, of the Christian spirit and the
ancient virtues? The misfortune was
that others—and they were numer-
ous—closed their ears and did not
listen - to the admonitions which
arose from this renewal of the reli-
gious spirit. If ‘they had known the
gift of God," if they recognized that
nothing could be more wretched than
to have left the Redeemer of the
world and abandoned Christian cus-
toms and teachings, surely they too
would arise and, changing their
course, seck to escape certain ruin.

Topreserve and extend the Kingdom
of God on earth was the office of the
Church, and now that special oppor-
tunities were offered during the Holy
Year the knowledge and the love of
Jesus Christ should be more largely
diffused by teaching, persuasion and
exhortation directed not so much to
thiose who listened attentively as to
all those unhappy people who, whilst
retaining the Christian name, spend
their lives without faith and with-
out the love of Christ. He Who once
restored nature, fallen through sin,
preserves it and will preserve it for
ever. ‘‘He gave Himself a redemption
for all’ (I Tim., ii, 6) ; ‘in Christ all
shall be made alive’ (I Cor., xv, 22);
‘And of His Kingdom there shall no
end’ (Luke, i, 38). Therefore, accord-
ing to the eternal design of God, the
entire salvation of individuals and
of society as a whole depends on
Jesus Christ, and they who desert
Him, by this fact blindly and madly
determine upon their own destruc-
tion, and at the same time, as far
as they can effect it, cause human
society, tossed about by a great
storm, to fall back beneath the bur-
den of evils and calamities from
which the Redeemer in His mercy re-
lieved it. Now, He desired that the
mission confided to Him by the Fa-
ther should be perpetuated through
the ministry of the Church establish-
ed by Him in the most conspicuous
way. Whilst on the one hand He
made her the depository of all the
means of man’s salvation, 6én the
other He solemnly ordained that men
should, render obedience to her as
to Himself and should earnestly fol-
low her guidance throughout life.
‘He that heareth you heareth Me;
and he that despiseth you despiseth
Me’ (Luke x, 16).

‘“The law of Christ must then be.

sought absolutely from the Church;
and accordingly, as Christ is the
way for man, so also is the Church
—He of Himself and by His nature;
she by the office co on her

and the communication of power.
Therefore whosoever look for salva-
tion outside the Church have gone
astray and are labloring in vain. And
the case is almost the same with
States as with individuals; they too
must end disastrously, if they depart
from the way. The Son of God, the
Creator and Redeemer of human na-
ture, is King and Lord of the world
and' has supreme power over men
singly and collectively, and the pub-
lic weal is ill provided for wherever
its due place is not assigned to Chris-
tian institutions. Christ being aban-
doned, human reason is left to itself
and déprived of the strongest sup-
port and the brightest light. Then
men easily lose sight of the end in-
tended by God in the establishment
of human society which consists
chiefly in the citizens being enabled
through civil intercourse to secure
their natural well-being, but in en-
tire harmony with the attainment of
that highest, most perfect and eter-
nal good which is beyond nature. By
a confusion of ideas both rulers and
subljects were led away from the true
path, for they needed what was
wanting—a sure guide and support.

‘“‘And did we not every day see
States which labored hard to ensure

and increase public prosperity dis-
tressed and suffering in many res-
pects, and these of the highest im-

portance? True, it is asserted that
civil society suffices for itself, that it
can get on well enough without the
aid of Christian institutions and at-
tain its end by its own efforts alone.
Hence it is sought to laicise the
work of public administration, so

that the traces of the ancient reli-
gion are daily becoming fewer in
civil affairs and public life. But

those who are responsible for this do
not perceive well enough the effects
of what they are doing. For, the idea
of God judging what is good andwhat
is evil being given up, the laws must
lose their chief authority and justice
collapse—two bonds of the strong-
est kind which are essentially neces-
sary to human society.

“In like manner, when the hope
and expectation of eternal happiness
has disappeared, there is a disposi-
tion to thirst eagerly for earthly
goods, and every one endeavors by
all the means in his power to grab
as much of them as he can for him-
self. Hence arise jealous rivalry, en-
vy, hatred; then horrible schemes, the
desire to abolish all power, the de-
sign to create mad ruin everywhere.
No tranquility abroad, no security
at home; civil society disfigured by
crime. Christ the. Lord must be re-
stored to human society as to His
possession; all the members and parts
of the social organization must draw
and drink from the fountain of life
which proceeds from Him—the legal
enactments, the national institu-
tions, the umiversities and schools,
the arriage laws and the family,
the palaces of the wealthy and the
workshops of the toilers. And let it
be borne in mind that upon this
largely depends that civilization of
the nations which is so much desir-
ed, for it is nourished and promoted
not so much by those comforts and
resources which affect the body as
by those things which concern the
soul—praiseworthy morals and the
cultivation of virtue.

*“His Holiness begs of all Chris-
tians to do what they can to know
their Redeemer as He is and the Pon-
tiff specially appeals to the clergy to
exert 'their zeal for this purpose as
far as possible in the pulpit and the
schools, and wherever opportunity
offers. In conclusion he says: But
as We are writing of that which We
can hope Lo obtain only through Di-
vine grace, united .in fervor and in
earnest prayer, let Us beg of God to
show His mercy, not to allow those
whom He has redeemed by the shed-
ding of His Blood to perish, to 100k
favorably upon this age which has
greatly sinned but has also suffered
greatly in expiation of its faults,
and, lovingly embracing men of
every race and nation to remember
His own words : ‘I, if 1 be lifted up
{rom the earth, will draw all things
to Myself’ (John, xii, 82).”

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE SYUDY OF NEDICINE.

uits, not those of one year,
its whole career. Its ambition
been, and must be, steadily to
: s its’ course of studies and to
~best talent lorbl“u

. At

cessarily give a uniform result. All
the natural sciences from which ob-
jections have been drawn against re-
lgion have themselves, in their pro-
gress, entirely removed them. Drink
deep of the Pierian Spring. Superfi-
cial learning in the sciences have
ever been the most modest and rev-
erential.

‘“Everything in nature is full of
mystery—the grain of sand, the
‘blade of grass, the flower, the small-
est insect, every form of ani 1 life,
and most of all man, the lord/of cre-
ation. Mystery everywhere; mystery
within us; mystery without us. The
chemist will tell you of the propert-
ies of matter and enumerate its vari-
ous simple elements. Ask him whe-
ther those seventy odd elements are
really only one, and he will reply
that that is the Philosopher’'s Stone
all are seeking. What is matter? No
one knows. What is mind? No one
can tell. A cute old Scotch philoso-
pher did answer these two questions;
you can judge how wisely: ‘What is

matter?’ ‘Never mind,’ said he.
‘What is mind?’ ‘No matter.’

‘“When, then, we approach the
study of man’s body, its vital and

spiritual functioms, it should be with
humility and reverence. Yet, strange
to say, it is commonly supposed that
doctors, as a rule, are materialists
and infidels. I hope that this is an
exagigeration; for I know that the
greatest physicians of the Christian
era have been devout believers. Why
should there be any antagonism be-

both devoted Catholics. In all ages
the Church has promoted and upheld
the study of medicine. At one pe-
riod, her monks were almost the on-
ly physicians. She founded all of the
great schools of medicine, and Ttaly,
that Catholic country so little under-
stood or studied by Americans, has
given to medicine and surgery its
most illustrious names and greatest
discoverers. Our own day has seen
the discovery of the fever microbes
and bacili, which is revolutionizing
medical practice. With aseptic and
anacsthetic treatment, there is
scarcely anything.the sKilled surgeon
may not attempt with well-founded
confidence of success. The relation
between psychology and physical na-
ture, between the mind and body,
has claimed the deepest study of
scholars of nervous diseases. This
last physico-psychology did indeed
in the beginning look towards pure
materialism. But now all admit
that back of all phenomena, there is
hidden an unknown force which can-
not be explained. God must be ad-
mitted. He reveals Himself in all
His works, reveals His infinite pow-

ganism

er and majesty, in the microscopic
little as in the glorious firmament of
the heavens. As the great chemist,
Liebig, writes : ‘““The intelligent will
of the chemist may force the ele-
ments to combine outside of the or-
somewhat alike the ele-
ments to urine, quinine, caffeine, etc.,
becanse they have separated from the
orgamism only chemical properties.
But chemistry will never succeed in
producing a single cell, a muscular
fibre, a nerve—in a word, an or-
ganic, i.e., vital part of an organ-
ism.” It “was Liebig who first in-

vented that substitute for the mo-
ther’'s milk which is used so much
since his day. He analyzed that

milk perfectly and then prepared a

liquid, which was identical in its
chemical properties with the real
article; but strange to say, babes

have never thriven on it as they do
from. the maternal breast. Thank
God, my own mother nursed all of
her children for eighteen months, and

we were nine of us, one of us twins

Let us repeat the great truth. The
power of the Creator cannot be de-

nied. He reveals Himself in all His
works.
‘“Te conclude these remarks @

What has been my object? To show
the reverence and humble spirit with
whieh both professors and students
should be filled in the lecture hall,
in the dissecting room, in the labor-
atory, at the clinic—that they
should realize that God is wonderful
in all His works, but especially in
the living man; realize the sublime

tween medicine and religion?Amongst |dignity of their vocation as physi-
the greatest benefactors of the Nine- [cians, and what that dignity de-
teenth Century, the world points [mands of them. As that delightful
with pride to Pasteur and Roentgen, |author, Henry Frederick Daniel,

writes about the ideal doctor :

‘“ “To me the ideal doctor would be
a man cndowed with profound know-
ledge of life and of the soul, intui-
tively divining any suffering or dis-
order of whatever kind, and restor-
ing peace by his mere presence. Such
a doctor is possible, but the greater
number of them lack the higher and
inner life; they know nothing of the
transcendent laboratories of nature
they seem to me superficial, profane,
strangers to divine things, destitute
of intuition and sympathy. The mo-
del doctor should be at once a ge-
nius, a saint, a man of God.’

““The University of Oxford has for
its motto ‘Dominus illuminatio
mea—The Lord is my illumination.””’
May the great God be your light,
aiding teachers and scholars to pur-
sue their studies with reverence and
perseverance, that thus the Cleve-
land (ollege of Physicians and Sur-
geons may ever be a blessing to the
city and our country. Vivat,'Floreat,
Cirescat—Vivat! May it live. Floreat!
may it flourish. Crescat ! may it
ever grow in usefulness, a benefac-
tion to humanity.’’

WHAT ENGLAND OWES TO THE MONKS.

The Right Rev. Monsignor John S.
Vaughan preached a sermon on the
work of the monks, and dwelt upon
the great achievement of St. Bede.
He said in part :—In the seventh
century one of the most celebrated,
one of the most notable, institutions
in this country was the abbeys and
monasteries. An abbey contained

the social and

their pagan ancestors to the true
faith, and at the time of which they
were speaking nearly the whole
country was Christian and, of course,
Catholic, because Protestantism, with
its innumerable sects, had found no
footing in the country, and was un-

site for their monasteries, generally
some hill or eminence which com-
manded a beautiful view of the whole
country, or else they laid the found-
ation off their building near some
peaceful lake or river, so that they
might fish and help themselves to
obey that law of abstinence which
formed part of their rule. After se-

church, monastery, hospice, library,
and farm buildings, which formed
the nucleus of a town or city. Those
religious pioneers of old were for the
most part men of great severity, who
lived lives of simplicity and mortifi-
cation, loving rather action than
h. Preferring silence to much

t;.lk, they got through a great deal
of work, No monk was allowed to

was a holy sacrament.
ever, an obstacle to one who wished

the rest which go to make life
man and beast. They were not occu-
pied merely in singing the praises of
God, but
other works of great
fruits of which men were reaping at
the present day. Some were occupied

of which men were making
the present day.

sketched. the life of St. Bede,
urged upon his hearers to learn from
it how vain were all their efforts un-
less
that life of eternity beyond the grave.

who wished to dedicate the whole
of their lives, and thoughts, and
time, and energy to the service of
God and their neighbor. Consequent-
ly the momnk. had to take the three
vows which cut off from him those
obstacles and dangers— poverty, ce-
libacy, and obedience. ILet no one
think he (the rev. preacher) was say-
ing a word against matrimony,which
It was, how-

within its walls a university, hos- |4 %4 U0t "Whole of his lite to
pital, almshouse, and was a great|givine and celestial things, and there-
centre of social industry and intel- |fore the monk said : ‘I will leave
Jectual worth. The monasteries in this sacrament of matrimony to

. others.”” The monks quarried stone
those times gat?lered round them all and  bufit up those qgreat allifites
that was best in the country. and | ypich even at the present day were
they formed, as it were, great cen-|the glory of the land; they tilled the
tres, from which emanated all that |ground, drained swamps, ploughed
was most valuable, all that was|the fields, and taught others how to

most precious, in make use of the gifts nature had giv-
spiritual life. It wus the early monks | en them to produce the necessary
who with zeal and perseverance won | crops, such as wheat, barley, and

for

also engaged in
utility,

many
the

known for eight hundred years after |in copying manuscripts, others in
St. Bede. Those religious pione‘ers writing commentaries on the Holy
began by selecting some beautiful | Scriptures, or storing up knowledge

use at

The very rev. preacher then briefly
and

they affected in some manmer

lecting a site, in a short time, | To their shame, be it said, there
through their industry amd zeal, | were hundreds and thousands Wwho
great structures arose, consisting of | gave no thought to the future life,

who thought of nothing but how to
enjoy themselves and how to gather
in more of the earth’s dross,
how to advancs in this world. There
was only one way to make use of
what they called life, and that was
to use it as God desired, to fill the
position He had placed them in, do
the duty God had laid upon them,
no ‘matter how humble or great, how
ingignificant or important. What did
it matter to God whether a man was
the ruler of a kingdom or sweeping
& street corner? What did matter,
however, was the motive of a per-

and

n's ' actions. What was -

HARD TO BE

A CATHOLIC.

In a report of a series of sermons,
recently preached for non-Cathol
by the Passionist Fathers at New
Oxford, Pa., very
characteristic

we find some
remarks that
made by persons who had attended.
Amongst them the following is

of the most striking :(—

were
one

““A lady remarked to a Catholic :
‘What a pity Martin Luther ever left
the Catholic Church; we would all be
Catholics if he had not.' ‘Well,” said
her friend, ‘that doesn’'t prevent
your coming back to the Old Church.’
‘Oh, I can't,’ she said; ‘it’s too hard
to be a Catholic.’

Could there be anything more
phatic and truthful than this lady's
reply? We firmly believe that there
are thousands of Protestants,
day, who would gladly join the Cath-
olic Church were it not that they
dread the very discipline which
frightens the lady in question. While
this moral cowardice is regretable in
the extreme, still it constitutes one
of the most telling testimonies in
favor of the Catholic Church and of
her claims to the possession of the
Truth,

We frankly admit that the practi-
cal Catholic's life is, in one sense,
much harder than that of the non-
Catholic; yet there is a consolation,
an assurance, a peace, a hopefulness,

em-

to-

a true happiness in that life, which
the non-Catholic can never know,
can never experience, There is more
liberty in the Oatholic Church than
outside the fold, difficult as her path-
way be and severe as her -discipline
necessarily is. A Catholic is abso-
lutely fre notwithstanding the
idea of Protestants to the contrary
The Church indicates to him the road
he must follow if he desires to gain
eternal salvation; but, he is free Lo
walk that road or to step aside
from it If he steps aside, so much
the worse for himself; the Church is
not to blame What actually con-
stitute the “‘hard’’ conditions of life
within the Catholic fold? All that the
Church demands of any person is to
obey the Commandments and observe
the Precepts. To be a Christian at
all, to expect to one day participate
in the merits of Christ, to hope for
salvationr after death, surely no per-
son could anticipate doing less than
what we have indicated? Is it be
cause the Commandments of God are
difficult to keep that the non-Catho-
lic pbjects? If so he cannot even lay
claim to the general title of Chris-
tian. The situation is absurd Tt
must be, then, the Precepts of the
Church that are so very ‘‘hard.” If
so there is still an amount of ab-
surdity about the situation.

is an institu-
society—

The Catholic Church
tion—an orgunfzation—a
DIhvine in its origin, if you will, but
etill an association. It has its rules,
regulations, discipline, in a word, its
I'recepts. If a person finds it to his,
or her, advantage to belong to any
social organization, any secular so-
ciety, any body of associates what-
soever, most decidedly he, or she, is
prepared to follow the rules and ad-
here to the principles of such organ-
ization. In many cases they restrict
liberty. They circumscribe action,
they even dictate conduct; yet no per-
son dreams of foregoing the advan-
tages—real or imagihary—on ac-

count of the “‘hardness’’ of such reg-
ulations. The very laws of the state,
the ordinances of civil society, im-
pose duties that correspond with the
privileges of citizenship; none but the
criminally inclined desire to reap the

benefits and violate, at the same
time, the recognized laws of the
country. Tt is truly ‘“‘hard’’ for some

to be obliged to walk the path of

honesty; yet it is to their own ad-~
vantage, if they would only recog-
nize it, that laws exist to punish
them when they violate that precept.
It is truly ‘“‘hard’ for the would-be
murdered to feel that if he does not
put a restraint on his evil passion,

he will, in all probability, be -hang-
ed. It is “hard’’ for any evil-doer to

have the hand of justice suspended
over his head. Yet no sane person
would contend that the laws of the
State destroyed liberty, merely be-
cause they menaced the thief, the
murderer or the criminal of any
class.

Look at the Precept of the Catho-

lic Church through the same specta-
cles and you cannot but notice that
instead of curtailing human freedom,
they actually guarantee full liberty
to man, and that instead of being
“hard’’ for the honestly intentioned
Christian, they really are a safe-
guard, making life regular and easy,
while facilitating and assuring eter-
nal happiness.

Consequently, the person who says
that it is too “‘hard’” to be a Cath-
olic, actually contends that his soul’s
salvation is not worth the endurance
of legitimate and ordinary restraint.
In other wqrds, if it be too ‘“‘hard’’

to follow the rules of an institution,
the benefits that a membership
would confer must be held to be of
slight importance. To secure a cer-
tain place in society men and women
freely and joyfully submit to ordeals
that wear out their lives and render
existence a real burden Yet these
same people would find it too “‘hard’l
to obey the most common sense pre-
cept, even for the sake of ultimately
gaining a place in the society of God
and His angels. Where is the sin-
cerity in all this? The very conten-
tion carries with it a condemnation.
Now, as to the naive remark that
it is “a pity Martin Luther ever left
[ the Catholic Church; we would all be
l& 4 »
Catholies if he had not,”” all we can
say is that it indicates a great
ignorance concerning Catholicity. The
person who believes in the Church,
but finds it too “hard’ to become a
Catholic, would have found it just as
“hard’’ to remain within the spirit
of the Church, had Luther never liv-
ed As well say : “What a pity that
Adam ever sinned; we would all be
in an earthly paradise if he had
not'' ; or, “what a pity that Lucifer
ever revolted; we would all be
saints if he had not.”” It is not the
fall of ILacifer, nor that of Adam,
nor yet that of Luther that has to

be considered when the question is
one of individual salvation. What
might, or might not have been, is of
little consequence. The duty of the
hour is to accept the Truth when-
ever it comes to us; and to freely
conform to the will of God, once we
become aware of that will. Other-
wise, all the speculation in the
world, upon the probable results of
events that are not to be calculated
upon, can never excuse our coward-
ice, or our neglect of the opportun-
ity when God offers it to us.

CATHOLIC LAYMEN’S WORK.

Rev. Father Broydrick, of Balti-
more, in an address before a local
organization recently, spoke with
much fervor and earnestness in ad-
vocacy of a closer co-operation of the
¢lergy and laity in the promotion of
church interests, both spiritual and
temporal.

In the early ages of the Church, he
said, there were lay members who
gave much of their time to mission-
ary work for the conversion of the
pagan and the infidel. They had no
priestly functions, but, nevertheless,
preached the Word of God in every
section; and the results of thair la~
bors were most fruitful and greatly
aided in building up the Church and
increasing its membership. The great
St. Francis of Assisi was given by
Father Broydrick as an example of
this character of work. He had never
been ordained a priest, was simply a
layman in God’s field of labor; yet
he founded an order that lives to-
day; that is known throughout the
world; that from whose membership
sprang numerous, saints, many arch-
bishops and bishops, and even popes.
What was done by laymen then was,
of course, in conformity with the
rules and regulations of the Church,
and with the approval of the Sover-
eign Pontiff, It was largely due to
the work of lay that the gni
ficent cathedrals and churches of Eu-
rope were built, and to such pro-

jects they gave their genius and their |
labor gratuitously. , They

| went about preaching false doctrines
and interpreting the Scriptures as
best suited their whims and fancy,
and the authority of the Church was
derided and ignored. The influence of
the layman was no longer felt and
seen in Church growth and strength,
and the duties of the clergy were
largely multiplied, and thus it has
been since those evil days fell upon
the earth.

In our time, especially, however,
interest of laymen in the work of the:
Church is being invoked, invited and
encouraged. They are not asked, of
course, to' go about preaching on the
highways and by-ways, nor upon
the house tops; nor are they expect~
ed to apply their hands and skill
voluntarily to the erection ‘of
churches and other edifices of  reli-
gion, as was done in primitive ages.
But what is desired from them  is
that by personal example and soli-
citation they bring wayward Catho-
lics, and their Protestant brothers to
a knowledge of the true faith. Unity
of purpose and action is a most im
portant, principle in this matter, a
Father Broydrick referred in wor
of high commendation to recently o
ganized movements in which it is
signed for the clergy and laity
co-operate earnestly, to the end
there may be a more
lar enlightenment regarding t
tinies of the Church and that &
may be more justly consi <
ddhlt with in her relations to
national life. R




