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Experience With Potatoes. Underdrain, and Seed Down on Broadcast the Seed in Wet
Editor - The Farmer’s Advocate": 8 Fertile Fields. Editor "The Farmer's Advocate’’:

Ontarbthis yîaKuTy wereTdT&lt cropto mkÏ! Ed'Z°R “J™ FaR“ER’S Advocate ’: This has certainly been a very strange season.
0 In this district, from what I hear, farmers pay very I ittle Every ‘armer will agree, that the season just passed, March was like April weather, April was like May, 

attention to the cultivation of this particular crop, was the most trying, in some respects at least,that the May like April, and June like what May usually k
many planting only a few rows, feeling satisfied if they farmers of Ontario have ever experienced. The seeding However; the season has gone and winter is here am-S
tTttSZSSSfS^gfiZE't ^.19l6-il1 * ^remembered by readem. a, W. tanno, help be, see some of tbe mistake, m, S

cold or warm, wet or dry, potatoes should be planted be,n« the wettest and most disagreeable in their ex- and by noticing these mistakes,
not later than May 24 and earlier if possible. Many perience, especially is this the case with myself, being benefit by them.
years there is not the proper warmth or growth in the my first year on my own account. One thing I learned from the wet seeding- w»*nnt
Re The ^unTd^Tot geATe pro^r culti^tion . S°™e of the ,a;mers in.th« vicinity g<* retty blue, try and get too large a field ready to sow at once. If

before planting, and very often less after. When the when !t continued to rain day after day, but, being the season is dry it is different, but if it is wet get part
leaves are nearly all stripped off the plants a heavy ap- quite an optimist, I did not worry much, perhaps, of the field ready, sow it, then go on with the rest
plication of Pans green is used, which at that stage does because there were plenty of job» to do around the house» Another lesson learned from experience was nm
more to kilFthe plants perhaps than the bugs. as every young man will know, who has just started sow the,.fai"to? deeply If I ever experience anothl

1 might briefly outline my plan of raising potatoes __ »«. • . . . , , season like the last I will sow the oats broad rant r„.this year. The potatoes for planting were ÎMawares up house-keep,„g. It ,s alwavs easy for me to find a this reason: when I was drilling in one field^fforinv
of a medium size, cut into good-sized sets, no set having ™ a ram>r day, not having Pfeter McArthur s I missed a little corne/ by the fence. I took some seed
less than two eyes. The ground, slightly rolling clay hankering after the village on a wet day, (as described -out of the drill, scattered it broadcast and covered it 
loam, was plowed and harrowed eany in the spring, in a recent issue.) The trouble is to- keep from doing with the harrow. That little corner was up two days
then plowed, harrowed and rolled and a liberal coat of rainy day jobs on fine days. But, as I must stick -earlier and was ahead of the rest all the season through
banjyard manure put on with a spreader; the potatoes to facts, I will try to tell your readers, some of my mis- It stands to reason when the ground is wet and cold
were dropped in a furrow made by the plow, set from takes and difficulties, for they both were many. 4 the nearer to the surface the grain is the more warmth
12 to 16 inches apart. Every third furrow the potatoes My first mistake was in waiting, as in other years, and air it will receive.
were planted, thus making the rows approximately for the ground to become reasonably dry lx tore com- Another point I learned was the importance of good
-one yard apart. Right away after planting the ground mencing to cultivate, when i should have gone contrary strong seed. If we ever needed good seed of strong 
was well harrowed to make it fine and even and conserve to previous rule, and mudded it in, although some germinating power it was last spring, and it ought to
the moisture. The ground was harrowed every few years this is not a good plan. But last year was an be a lesson to all of us to have our seed grain plump
•days until the potatoes were probably three or four exception, as the first piece, about two acres, which well dried and of good color ready for next spring; and*
inches high. Then the scuffler was used quite frequently I cultivated and sowed on May 8, was in better condition, the sooner we secure what we expect to need so much
Until the frost killed the stalks toward the end of Septem- and yielded more, in both grain and straw of superior the better. We could not help but see where tile drains
her.. 1 quality, than the last piece, about nine aci es, sown on were needed. We had little patches in some of bur

The potatoes could be seen all across the field three Jun.e * . . , , . . . crop.®, V1'5 yea. j Y^ere a s|lort ‘aP °f three-inch tile
weeks after they were planted. The large, striped . Vs connection with this same mne-acre field would have paid for themselves the one season. These 
bugs were picked several times before the plants were that >,made. the ^atest mistake It was a field with points not only refer to the spring seed mg but to the
large enough to spray with Paris green. They received a southern slope and one that should have raised a good planting as well,
two applications, a heaping tablespoonful being used to a crop, but the previous owner of the farm had taken

rSSV&VÆÆS EDiroR Plowing Essential.

riir”-rEts« p,?,”d s œ st„: jrjrz ^potatoes were planted, we began using them. They nearly mire a team. In some seasons it nught have The spring was wet so continually that low land could 
\rere a fair size but fo^ a week or so were damp and comP F* fairly WP"- *?*'}*? .year the,.gram hardly not be sown until June, while high and light land was
Tft but began getting qu-te dry and mealy. We dug c°7r,ed the gr°u?d- when tbe ^.dry weather came on, seeded fairly early and gave a better crop, although
on October 11 two full wagon-box loads of potatoes of a and those wet places simply baked as hard as a rock. the hot, dry summer reduced yields all round. The
good quality, but not as lfrge as they would have been A?other ™atak* -1 ™ade ln attempting to seed light land that was fall-plowed and seeded eatly certainly
hadthere been more rain and less extremely hot weather. thl* .field- F aMde being poorlydrained, was made the best showing as it had a good start befoii
The ground on which they were grown was slightly not,m condition on which to risk a seeing of g.ass the drouth, which teaches us that the plowing should
over one half acre seed- and- a.s 1 sowed about t,welve Pounds to the acre always be done in the fall if possible. Then there is

I am not relating these facts as anything wonderful y°U See lt was,(lu,,te a costly mistake, but not having a good chance to have it sown early, [f the summer 
1 am not relating these tacts as anytning wonaeriui any manure, at least not having rime to draw it, I js dry it has a better chance and if there is abundant

£tmmtatœseplanateedn as‘hi^fas wFFmay tven th°Ulht that be,ng seeded ,would ,raise ,its fertility. rainfall all the better. Clay land that was fall-plowed,
îh, v^ ad^erï vear vleld a reasonable cron if giwn â Pr0Pe/,.courst t0 ha^ followed, considering and well ridged up and water-furrowed made a notice-
in a very adverse year, yield a reasonaoie crop u given a the lateness of the season, would have been to have got ablv better showing than the snring-nlnwed nr rworlv 
fair amount of cultivation and care while potatoes it drained, and then plowed, summer-fallowed and furrowed fields P ,
planted several weeks earlier and lacking medium manured it in readiness for fall wheat. Farmers who took a lesson from last season and have
care may produce almost nothing. I am much interested It is an old saying, but true, that experience is a good their plowing done have better prospects for a good
in potatoes, and am considering going into the crop teacher, but we pay her a big salary. However, ! have cr0p in 1917 They will be able to cultivate and
quite extensively as I think it is remunerative learned two lessons, which may also be helpful to others, Bs soon as the land is dry, so the corn and roots will

* ... which arc: ....... not be delayed the way they were on most farms last
1. Never for the price of a few tile and a few (jgys spring. While cereal crops suffered severely the hardest 

jabor, be bothered with a wet field, as the difference hit by the drouth were the corn and roots. These 
in the returns lor one year will more than recompense crops got practically no rain when they should have

done the bulk of there growing.
It was an excellent year to prove that constant 

cultivation retains the moisture and many farmers by 
so doing had fairly good corn. Mangels sown earlv 
on land that had been manured and plowed the fall 
before did fai: ly well. This should help us in preparation 
for the crop of 1917.

Bruce Co., Ont.
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Elgin Co., Ont. Stewart L. Pearce.
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An Idea for the Garden.(• you.Î ; Editor “The Farmer’s Advocate": 2. Never attempt to seed down a field, as 1 did, 
that is low in fertility, for you are almost sure of a

Wait another
We, like other farmers, had difficulties during the 

past season with raising our crops. Our land is clay, failure, which will cost you dearly,
well manured and rich, but the incessant rains packed year, when, perhaps you can spare some sort of fertilizer,
the ground so hard that when the very dry weather Oxford Co., Ont. E. J. C>,
came we could not cultivate nor hoe to advantage. ____________ ___________
We feared we were going to have a poor crop, so I

S^ï'a'n^Txeln'd^pTed Profiting by Mistakes of the Year.
With considerable hard laboi 1 at last succeeded in get­
ting some soil loosened up Then I made holes about Although the year 1916 was a lean year it revealed Make Improvements in Bad
two feet across and eighteen inches deep. I put into many lessons for the wide-awake farmer Probably the XAfe*c*
these holes some well-rotted manure. Next I put a most noticeable was the benefit of tile draining. The WCdViler,
six-inch tile on this, upright, then I covered the manure tile this year not only took off the surplus moisture Editor “The Farmer’s Advocate”:
outside of the tile with about two inches of tlie pulverized but it also prevented the land from cracking and baking Last spring the land was
earth On this I planted potatoes and covered them later on. The crops also showed that four rods apart and as the spring was rather late, farmers were anxious 
7lth °r five inches of toose sod. Every evening was not too close lor parallel drains. Early-sown to get their spring grain sown. The greatest difficulty 
1 would fill this tile with water. \ ou should have seen grains also showed up more favorably than the latter confronting them was not being able to get on the land, 
those potatoes grow, [hat was a lovelv green spot in most cases, hor a crop like potatoes we intend in at all, and perhaps the next was having to work it so
in the garden all the rest of the summer, and when the the future to make two plantings and reduce the risk manv times on account of the rain,
frost came and cut the vines I dug the potatoes. They of failure, such as the late planting produced this year. There were also a great many mistakes made, for 
were a bigger crop and larger than the ones which were This year also showed the advantage of havi: g a instance, I know a neighbor who trailed his implements
planted two months previously. Of course, they were summer silo or soiling crops to supplement the dry around in the wet ground, and when it came time for
not ripe, but wcie good flavor and cooked nicely. pastures. We decided next year to sow a three-acre faH ploughing his land was so hard that the rain had

This is a good plan to follow when^prepanng the field of peas, oats and clover and turn the cows on it hardlv affected it Then I noticed another mistake
hills for cucumbers, melons, etc. If they are to be about the first of July, if the pasture falls off if not we which was made on our own farm. Soon after the corn
raised in rows place tile s.x or eight feet apart ,n the will cut it for grain. We could have a fair growth cropwassownthere came a heavy rain that packed the
rows and then when dry weather comes it is a great of aftermath clover if the pasture dries up later in August. «round then when dry weather came it got so hard
help to the crop if water is poured into the tile. The Owing to the lack of silage or fodder corn we allowed fhat cultivating was very difficult. I think it was a
water thus gets at the roots well under ground, if watered the cows to fail in flesh and consequently in milk flow, mfstake not to loosen up the land after the rain, as it

‘theX=unrcomes out "hot^ thëS'lTttïe'rooUetoar?^burned ^ When 3 ‘‘i^3' a^Unt- of hY niKht and would not have hurt the corn but would have kept the
the sun comes out not these little rootlets are burned morning on clover pasture. This shows the necessity much softer and moister.
and the crop suffers This would be considerable of feeding grain or corn to the cows in the fall The 8 When it was too wet to work the land many farmers
labor to app y upon a large scale but farmers need a farmer who kept some oats in the granary from the wou|d -'hang around" the village telling stories. I
garden as well as field crops, and this plan could be put 1915 bumper crop may also see the advantage of keep- ^kit: would have been better for them to have spentand would y,eld 8ood re,“™ z,:z:gSuJZh'fTuïïi r,1„,i,b“mper crop '.ir^ng ^«

Oxford Co., Ont. p„. Middlesex Co., Ont. Norman McCutc„.oh. Wentwort'h'K'St? “"rILono McKnimt.
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