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FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

Ry

@orrespomdence,

IMPORTART TO FARMERS !

“ Kohl Rab:.”

SIRr,- It is not often that I intrude
upon your columns with any remarks of
mine regarding agricultural matters, but
as it seems to me that the above-named
root at the head of this article is but little
known, with all its advantages and de-
sirabilitie, to the Canadian farmer, I have
thought it would not be amiss to state
through the medium of your widely cir-
culated journal what I know of the merits
of this plant, and to suggest that the en-
terprising agriculturists of Canada give it
the consideration and trial which it is
worthy of.

In the first place I may safely say that
the failure in many parts of the country of
the turnip crop the two last hot, dry sum-
mers- but more especially the fast” one—
has caused the cultivator of field roots to
reflect seriously on a substitute for its fail-
ure ; and I know of no root thatcan be
grown for stock that will always insure
the farmer against so severe a loss as he
has of late suffered from his turnip crop,
as the Kohl Rabi.

I have seen heavy crops of this desir-
able root grown in the old country to great
advantage in dry summers, when the tur-
pnip crop has proved a partial failure, on
the same farm, with no other preparation
than an ordinary one for turnips and other
roots. And I have heard of the same
success attending the cultivation of this
root by farmers va this Province the last
two dry summers, who thought themselves
fortunate, as the seasons turned out, in
having given it a trial ; and a great de-
sideratum of this crop is that it can be
grown upon soil that you hardly expect
would produce a crop of turnips. Never
mind how strong the nature ot the soil
may be, provided it is deeply ploughed
and well pulverized, with as much manure
as you can give it.

The reason you are sure of this crop in
dry weather is that it is cabbage-rooted
and consequently goes deeper into the soil
and wider in search of food than does the
turnip, and the moisture it finds prevents
any stagnation of growth in dry weather ;
hence the bulk you obtain both above and
in the soil

There is not a more forcing or stronger
green food than the head of this plant af-
fords for fattening either sheep or cattle,
and this has been proved and is treely ad-
mitted over and over again in the old
countrv, but more especially so with re-
gard to sheep ; and as a much heavier
weight per acre can be grown than of tur-
nips, it must be in every respect a very
desirable root to cultivate, particularly so

as it requires no more labor than the tur- |-

nip to produce it. I should say two 1lbs.
of seed to the acre would be sufficient,
thinning out the plants the same as you
would the turnips.

After the head of the root is eaten off,
towards the fall of the year, when the
grass keep becomes so valuable and scarce,
the roots- will increase in growth if- suffi-
cient time is allowed, and they can after-
wards be stored away for winter fceding ;
at that period I have known the bulbs to
weigh as high as from twelve to fifteen
pounds each, with good cultivation.

AGRICOLA.

[Accept our thanks for your article ; we
should like to hear more from your pen.—
We think this plant deserves a little more
attention than it has had. When we were
attending the Guelph Exhibition we saw
several specimens, and while conversing
about them we were informed that Messrs.
Sharp, Bros., seedsmen of Guelph, had
adopted a rather sharp practice, They
tried to talk farmers into the benefit of
sowing Kohl Rabi, but talking hindered
the business, and they resolved to adopt
another method. They put a handful or
two of the Kohl Rabi into each lot of tur-
nip seed they sold, and risked the censure

of their numerous patrons. The result in
some instances acted like a charm ; some
farmers had their turnips eaten by the fly,
but the Kohl Rabi remained, and they did
not know the difference until the bulbs be-

an to form. Some were vexed at first,

ut when the crop matured and they
found what they had, they were highly
delighted. ~ We hear that several about
Guelph intend purchasing seed this year.
We would not advise our readers to aban-
don the turnip, carrot or mangold, but
would advise a trial of a small quantity
of this plant. We will Fut a small pack-
age of this seed separately in every pound
of turnip, carrot or mangold seed we send
out, unless specially ordered to the con-
trary. We shall giveit as a present ; the
quantity will be but small, but sufficient
to show how it will answer.—ED.]

HOW TO SELECT DRAIN TILE.

Strike the tiles together ; if the sound
produced by the concussion is of a clear
metallic ring, the tiles are hard burned
and free trom checks: if they have a dull
leaden sound, they are soft burned and
liable to dissolve. The test by striking is
the best one known,and is used by engi-
neers in selecting pipes for city sewers, for
which purpose every one is thus tried. It
would, however, be very tedious to subject
all common tiles to this test, but by sub-
jecting a few of different shades of color,
one will be ableto tell by the color those
that are well burned. The red color of
tiles is owing to the pressure of oxide of
iron, or some vegetable pigment. If it is
due to the presence of iron the tiles will
grow darker colored under increasing heat,
until they assume a mahogany color.
such clay are made the Scotch pipe im-
ported, and used in large quantities in the
city of New York ; also the “ black pipe,”
exclusively used in the city of Chicago.
They are made from an inferior quality of
Stone-ware clay. A Stone-ware clay will
retain the form in which it is moulded un-
til the body of the ware is semi-vitrified,
and the surface melted, forming a glaze.
There is no Stone-ware clay in Ontario.
The common clay of Ontario will only
bear a heat sufficient to change the color
of the tiles to a dark red, or cherry color.
Those of a lighter red are not so well
burned, and those of a dingy red are soft
burned and liable to dissolve.

In judging by the color of tiles colored
by v etab%e matter, the reverse is the
rule. They are darker colored in the early
part of the burning, and grow lighter
colored as the heat is increased, until they
become white, or nearly so, then have a
yellow tint, which changes to a very light
green tint. If the heat is then increased
the tiles very soon lose their shape, and
melt.

The color is slightly affected by the ab-
sorption of water. o tiles should be laid
be?(;re ten days after burning, so that if
there be any lime in them it may have
time to slack.

GEeo. S. TiFraNy.

S1r.—I send you my sincere thanks for the
yrizes you sent my son, for the Cotswold ram
}amb. He has a splendid fleece of wool on
him, measuring eleven inches, and of a very
fine quality. It is much better than I ex-
pected, from what you wrote to me, that it
was in poor condition. I think it is better
than if over-fed when young.  And also, for
your improved Berkshire boar; he is a beauty.
My son intends to continue getting sub-
scribers, as he wants to get some more of
your valuable prizes, but as he is only eleven
years of age, he is too young to canvass far
from home. He got the most of his sub-
scribers that he sent you after school hours.
If your new subscribers appreciate yonr paper
as [ have done for the past year, I think they
will all continue taking it, and recommend it
to others, as your ADVOCATE is suited to all
classes of the farming community, whether old
practical farmers or new beginners, as it re-
minds the one of what he may have forgotten,
and instructs the other in what he wants to
know. I cannot go into detail of the benefits
that may be received from you through the

ADVOCATE. . W. CARSON,

Clarke, March 15, 1873.

DEAr Sir.—I have read your two essays
on Culture of Carrots. I think highly of
‘Young Farmer’s.” I can’t agree with Mr.
W. G. St.John—1st, I like to see the same
crop all through my field, a patch of carrots
and the rest of the field stubble from July
till you get your carrots out. Suppose you
wanted to lay your wheat, part down in pro-
per grasses, as is generally done? 2nd, I
don’t see it gives a better chance to prepare
the ground than in the spring. -A person
ploughs deeply in the fall the fields he intends
for potatoes, roots, and green crops ; here he
is laboring the whole field for a root crop;
gets in his carrots first, potatoes, with man-
gold and turnips last; if he runs short of
manure he can pound up bones, plaster, &c.,
to finish off his field with the turnips; but
this thing of carrots and wheat in the same
ekl is no farming, all your fields the same
turn. 3rd, I don’t think any spring seed is
more likely to germinage by lying in the
ground all winter, nor do I believe the seed
has half the vigor. It will have to be planted
properly, at the proper time in the spring.
There may be some little hollows in your
land, and if water lodges your seed is done.
Again, let any farmer look at the state his
garden is in, in the spring and summer,—as
hard as some roads. Then, ground manured
in the fall! It is impossible to keep down
weeds except by turning it over or cultiva-
ting. I would not take the gift of a piece of
carrots planted in the fall, to keep 1t clean
with the hoe. The great point now in farm-
ing is, to do our worﬁr:vith the least possible
labor. When a farmer takes $250 and board
for a hand out of his profits on 100 acres, it
opens his eyes a little. No, no! Make your
drills so that you can make use of both your
plough and cultivator. It improves the land
80 much,

I am much pleased with your good, honest
memorial respecting this cumbrous and
dreadful expensive Agricultural Farm. It is
all very well for office hunters, and those who
have lined their pockets well out of agricul-
ture. Humbuging gents, who expect good
fat offices for themseclves, or their dear friends.
It is all very fine for these so-called practical
loughmen and farmers to shout, get up this
mstitution, and that institution ; the farm
here to-day, and there to-morrow ; making a
litical scape-goat of it, over the whole
rovince. 'IPI?e honest, industrious farmer
has to pay the piper for these dancing excur-
sions and big }:aeds. Mr. Christie may be a
thundering fine farmer, and able to swell a
regular practical farm. What I call a prac-
tical farmer i8 a man who has held his own
lough; knows how to plough; has followed
1t from his infancy; has a place like a farm—
not a hole that you would think Bullrun
Hearnes was after inspecting. How - Mr.
Christie has railroaded free ! fdure not say
drunk, but he may have stretched his rural
sides on the ‘‘canoe couch damask.” Did
Mr. McKellar tell Mr. Christie where he ever
ploughed a day in his life? Did he give him
a description of his here and there and every-
where Model Farm? And yet he is a practi-
cal fall ploughman! What a hum{-)ug'h:
world this is ! No, sir, this Model Farm wil
be only a political den to fleece the Province.
Rent it, at a fair rent, to a couple of good Old
Country men, who are practical farmers—no
humbug ; bind them to proper rotationary
cropping; bind them, that any proper, moral
young man, who wishes to be instructed in
true practical farming, shall get said instruc-
tion }ree to himself, and free to the country,
for his own work on the farm. If the farmers
of Ontario would open their eyes—not allow
themselves to be hoodwinked any longer,they
would let these Xolitical practical farmers
look to their own dens.

AXx OLD FARMER.

DrAr Sir,—I have often thought of writ-
ing to you, to express my approval of your
conduct in regard to the agricultural college
affair. Although I believe that an agricul-
tural college, conducted by real practical
farmers, would be of benefit to the country,
still, I as firmly believe that the Government
has been humbugging the thin% from begin-
ning to end, for reasons already advanced
by you through the columns of your valuable
paper.

If agriculture was taught in our country
schools-—such hooks as ‘‘Johnston's KEle-
ments of Agricultural Chemistry”—or, if the
Government would {my some of our leading
-farmers to sct aside a few acres of their
farms, for the purpose of trying agricultural

experiments, and report the same through the

agricultural press, i¢ would be of more bene-
fit to the country than half a dozen agricul-
tural colleges.

I like your rotation of ¢ described. in
your last issue very much. rotation is,
1st year, summer fallow ; 2nd, whea$ ; 3rd,

clover ; 4th, clover ; 5th, oats, and the car-"

eals, and repeat. I have, in a t measure,
dispensed with bare summer fallows, sowin,
peas and beans as a clearing crop ; 1 put
my manure on this crop. ’

As there is a large strip of wild pasture

land on my place, I do not use any of the
tillable land for pasture.

Query.—Could not a joint stock com
be formed, and issue theJFumm' Anvog:nr{
bi-monthly or even weekly ?

Iremain, my dear sir,
Yours respectfully,
R. K. KERNIGHAN,
Rockton, Rushdale, April 14th, 1873.

-

MR. EpiToR,— I endorse all your statements
regarding the Agricultural College and experi-
mental Farm. e thing is very fine on paver,
but in 1y opinion a great hmgn\:; Is there
an intellig-nt farmer in Canada who is not an
experimental farmer? I m:iutain that the
whole matter ought to have been submitted to
all the agricultural societies before the. passing
of the act, which will necessarily receive a )
outlay,and out of the farmer’s pocket. I fan
to myself I see professors and servants, with all
the the appliances already at hand, busy at
work gathering piles of manure a"d purehasing
guano and other artificial stimulants, and rais-
ing an immense crop—a grreatimprovement and
the discovery of a secret, but which is already
known to every intelligent man. Every simple-
ton knows that if he milks his cow and gives
her no nourishment she will go dry. Just so
with old mothey earth—keep cropping year
after year ard give no retu andp y the law
of nature she is exhansted. is is msainly the
cause of our failure in raising good crops, and
will in the end ruin an otherwise fertile country.
If the College will put a stop to this process
carried out all over the country, it will deserve
the support of all intelligent men. But this is
well-known ; yet men will violate the laws of
nature year a‘t'r year. I have never read of
qgicultunl colleges in England or Sootland,
where a:riculture is carried on next to perfec-
tion. I have never seen a ntort of any im.
provement or discovery made by the so-called
Agricultural Colleges of the States. ' On the
contrary, private enterpr'sing men have made,
and are still making, discoveries and improve-
ments, and all this we have through the press.
We have two agricultural papers which com-

are favorably with any other I have seen, and

maintain that they promots the {nterest of
the farmer more than the College will ever do.
It is paying a r compliment to our high
schools and universities to say that we must
send our sons to an l%rioultunlwll to be
educated asound English education. emis-
try is the only branch of science that would be
useful $o a farmer. But will that seience he
taught more perfectly at the so-called college
than at our Provincial University? I trow
not—nor so cheap either, and I predict that but
few of our farmers sons will ever grace the halls
of our great Agricultural College. Some of our
rich men may send their sons to the College, to
make use of the old Scottish proverb where
men go in storks and come out asses,

Yours truly,
Riprav.
Rideau, April 14, 1873,

Mgr. Epitor,—I thought I would write an
essay on‘ carrots, for the Anm.&'i‘l’:ﬁ:d th‘i;
month, but time sli > "
doso. As I havel;xl:il:,(ymo ex ¢ in
growing carrots, 1 must say that I must agree
with Wm. (3. St.John, in every point except-
ing one, and I do not know as I could differ in
that if he had been more particular as to what
kind of manure he put in his drills. Expe-
rience has taught me that unrotted manure
put into the drills will make the carrot grow
rough and sprangled, while they will grow
smooth and even when the manure is well
rotted. I have not much to say inst the
Young Farmer. But I have found that Wm.
(+.’s carrots would be up and growing by the
time Young Farmer’s would be planted. But
I think that if all carrots were manured even
as well as Young Farmer's, there would be
better crops than there are generally. As to
sathering the carrots, they should left to
le in the sun, and dry before [iit.ting, or put-
ting in the cellar. e pit, I think, is the
best to keep them in, but I have not had
much experience in the cellar.

Yours Respectfully,
« ALEXANDTZR,
North Oxford, April 11, 1873,
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