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"FARM AND

A Successful Adventure in Agriculture

Q ful Canadi

Dairyman

How a Homeless English Lad B

¥ the successful adventures in Canadian agri
culture by men from the Old Land wer. all
chronicled, they would fill many books, ‘That
there have been many failures all will admit, but
because of them, most of us are all the more
willing to respect those who, coming to & strange
country and starting with nothing, have worked
their way well up to the front rank of faimers,
When a young boy of 14 years of age Is takon
from his home and surroundings to a faraway
Jand, where he finds himself penniless and In
large measure dependent
upon those with whom
he lives, who could won
der if he did lose heart

and never climb high
upon the ladder of agri-
cvitural success. The
subject of this story, Mr.
Fred Hillman, Prince
Edward Co., Ont., is built
of cther stuff, for, In-
stead of fallure -he can

point with pride to suc
gesses that many cthers,
more favorably placed,
have not achieved.

“In the year 1871 1
¢ame to Rawdon, Hast-
ings county, from Eng-
land,” said Hillman. “I1
wis only 14 years of age,

knew practically nothing
of farming, but was
anxious to learn.” Therein lies the mecret of his
success, Unlike many who have come to our
farms with seemingly no desire to improve, he
was willing and anxious to learn. He ‘worked for
six years for his first employer, recelving i re
turn his board and clothes. As an example of how
he had to work he guoted to me his recollections
of his first job in this country, whicn was bunch
ing peas with a hand rake, truly & man's Job.
Saving the Pennies.

Early in life Mr. Hillman developed the saving
‘pabit, and as be had no other habils to make
inrosds upon his earnings, after the necossitivs
for Tood and raiment were provided for, the bal-
ance was put in the bank. In evidence of his
theiftiness he sald, ‘I hired to & man in Sydoey
township for $10 a month, and in 18 months saved
$80. From Hastings county he went o Toronto,
where he met a farmer who asked him If he was
looking for work. In a short time & bargaln was
made whereby he was to receive $20 a month and
poard. Mr. Hiliman tells the story of thin place
as follws:

“We drove out Yonge Street for 18 miles and
artived at the home of my new boss near Rich-
mend Hill, about supper time. Aftor the meal
1 was sent to the- field to mow barley with a
scythe, and the next day given & place In a fall
wheat field to rake and bind after the cradle.
The boss watched me for & while, then ho went
away remarking that the new inan had dono that
job before. Apparently he was satisfied with me,
but 1 was more than satisfied when, at 10 o'clock
in the forenoon, some one from the house brought
out a pail of hot coffee and a nlee lunch,  Thiy
happened agaln in the afternoon, and 1 though
that 1 had gtruck the ideal place to work,"”

From York county Mr. Hillman went back (o
Hastings county, where he spent twe or three
winters in lumber carups as cook, gleaning inde-
pendence and much knowledge of the way of
doing things. One instance of how such & lite
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the cooking had 1o be dene in what was something
like an open fireplace, only much more crude and
Ilkely to tax the originality and the patience of
the cook.

Enough money was saved during these years
10 enable Mr. Hillman to try farming, and & small
(arm was rented in Hastings eounty, and three
cows purchassd from Mr. R. J. Graham for $93.
This farm s.on became too small to utilize all
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, Ont,, and her mnnmmw(-n-
y re from the famous strain developed
& broeder and exhibitor of international note.

the energies of our friend and he sold his stock
and lmplements and took a large place on shares.
On this farm everything was found for him, and
be did all the work for one-third of the crop and
produce. Things id pot run se smoothly here
as prices were low for the ghings lo be sold
OCompared with preseni-day prices they were very
Jow. Butter sold for 11 cents a pound; dressed
pork, five cents a pound; eges, elght to ten cents
» dozen, and potatoes only 30 cents & bag.
For several years Mr. Hillman worked this
o and then hired out again to farmers whe
kept good stock and tilled their land for big pro-
guction. All through these many shiftings there
was, however, one purpese dominant in his mind
This was L0 own some good stock and a farm of
his own. Consequenily, when the opportunity
came 10 take a farm ‘on shares in Prince Baward
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county, where there were & large number of cows,
he was not slow to accept it. At the end of two
yeurs he bought out the entire stock and implc
ments, paying nearly all cash. He then rented
& large farm on the southern shores of the Bay
ofomuubou-hr-lnluanut
Hig First Pure-Bred.
About this time, Mr. Peter Fargy, & Holstein
Broeder, died, and his entire herd of pure-bred
Holsteins was to be dispersed. Mr. Hillman do-
clded to attend the sale, and, it poasible, purchase
at least one female, Victoria DeKol was knock«d
down to his bid of §63 by the auctioneer, and she
was taken home with much pride, for, with her
the realization of cherished dreams came nearcr.
Victoria proved to be a cow of great profit to her
new owner, and her record gives very conelusive
proof of the wisdom uf purchasing pure-breds and
keeping their progeny. She was bought nine
years ago, and today Mr. Hillman has 23 of her
female descendants in his herd. All the mule
calves have been sold for good prices, two of
them being purchased as premiums for the ciiou
lation department of Farm and Dairy. As (he
young pure-bred females (resbened, the grades in
the herd were disposed of, and now omly pure-
«breds are kepl. «As evidence of their producing
ability, the August chegue for 14 of them in o
local cheese factery amougted to §176. Threo |
them were two-year-old heifers, and suflicient ik
was kept at lome for the family meeds and
10 feed five pure-bred calves. The average pro-
duction of the cows for the first nine montls of
this year is ¢ivew herewith:

Janu: 4 We.; Febraary, 1,044 lbs.: March
(two ¢ s cows milking coming ! latc in
the mo: o dba; April, 1,223 lhe.; May, 1006

Ibe.; Jume, 1043 Ihe.; July, 1320 Mbs; August,

. 1,000 ba.; September, 1,068 lbs. The average

for each cow & month during this (ime

was 1,116 b, and the total production of the

berd for the nine months was 60,428 1bs. of wilk,
(Continued on page B.)

Compensations in Farming
The Material Rewards Are Not All
W. E. NORTH, Renfrew Co.

HILE 1 was sitting comfortably by the fire
the other evening the question cauc to
me, “Why are you a farmer?” 1 tricd to

answer it candidly and truthfully from my owa
viewpoint, and 1 would like lo pass my conclus
jons on, hoping they may assist others, as they
@id me, to a more clear understanding of the
matter. 5

My first thought was fhat it was for the money
there was to be made, but from a careful analysis
of my position 1 found that this could not b cor
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rect, for there are ma
more money is being
it for the leisure time
anyone who has had
farm knows that leis
there. Neither was it
and pleasures to be ex
have they been, a pe
was I a farmer? In
other_question, “Why
answer came quick a
stances forced me."
men farming to-day |
that 1 did. Destiny ¢
living and the farm v
open. But though cir
(o engage in farming,
aspects it is not the
tions, still it offers m
merous cases these c
that those who for a
lines of work have re
a deliberate choice of |
backs.

When a boy I work
small lake. Many w
the enjoyable evenir
this lake afforded, a
when winter came I }
ample opportunities

iting and  iee-boati
his did much to ma
wy life on that farm
enviable one. 1 reme
bered also that there w
a pair of horses in whi
I took great pride. Th
were common In ma
respects, but good wo
ers, and 1 became so
tached to them that wh
the time came for me
go elsewhere they we
the hardest things on t
place to part with,

Later I worked for
man who was just sta
ing in pure-bred catt
As hired man, it was
take much interest in
them, however, interes
pedigrees, naming of t
caring for the cows t
We were all so inter
counted drudgery that
eattle.

When I started farm
one or two pure-breds,
as a hired man ‘increas
the fascination of
some of these things
on the farm that it is
holding us to it in
spite of the many
alluring  things in
other vocations, and

of the many hard
an d disagreeable
things that come to
all who live on the
land I heard a
prominent Holstein
breeder say recently
that if it were not
for pute-bred cattle
he would not farm
for ten minutes.
Another man, who Is
Still young, and in &
sense growing up
with the business,
remarked to me that
the farm with a
purebred herd of
OWs was more to



