
434 THE FARMING WORLD 15 June, 1906

In the Poultry Yard
How Poultry Farming is Taught in 

England
By our own ( nrreKponriont.

In these days of keen competition 
education in all branches of trade and 
commerce is a necessity. Poultry 
farming is no exception to this rule, 
and 1 lately had the opportunity of 
going over the poultry farm at The- 
ale. Berks, maintained by the Unver- 
•ity College of Reading. The farm 
is under the management of Rev. Ed
ward Brown, and is primarily intend
ed for educational purposes, and is 
not run as a commercial affair, con
sequent upon the work having to be 
carried out in accordance with the re
quirements of students. There are 
a large number of permanent build
ings in connection with the farm, 
which arc utilized as far as possible, 
one object being not to set up what 
may be called a model poultry estab
lishment with expensive houses and 
appliances, but rather to show how

use better results are obtained and 
the birds arc stronger and have more

The practical work done at the col
lege farm includes the breeding and 
management of stock birds, care of 
brooding hens and incubators, rearing 
of chickens and ducklings both by 
natural and artificial means, prepara
tion of food and feeding, fattening, 
killing and plucking, erection of 
houses and runs and the treatment of

The breeds maintained upon the 
farm are varied from time to time, 
but on the occasion of my visit they 
consisted of Huff Orpingtons, Red 
Sussex, White Wyandottes, White 
Leghorns. Plymouth Rocks and Black 
Minorcas. In addition there are sev
eral lots of Aylesbury ducks, also of 
Huttegcm ducks, the latter a very 
popular breed in Belgium.

The portable continuous brooder 
illustrated was built upon the farm

. Portable continuous broodei, with runs. The (

much material as is available on the 
ordinary farm can be adopted for the 
purpose in view.

The poultry farm runs to 40 acres, 
and the large meadows are used for 
portable houses, which are extensively 
employed, as in this way the birds 
have the advantage of fresh ground, 
and at the same time give consider
able return by manuring and clean
ing the ground.

SELLING DAY-OLD CHICKENS
seems a suggestion that at first blush 
is absurd, but in reality there is a big 
trade done in this way. Mr. Brown, 
the instructor at Theale, told me that 
they have already this year sold sev
eral thousands at prices varying from 
7s. Cd. to 10s. 6d. and 12s. 6d., say two 
to three dollars per dozen. The day 
old chickens, it is found, can be sent 
long railway journeys—hundreds of 
miles—without any injury to them
selves. They are simply placed in a 
wooden box with holes in the lid for 
ventilation purposes and covered with 
a thin piece of canvas; this protection 
is ample for the longest journey, the 
average loss not amounting to 2 per

This raises another interesting ques
tion. as to the best age at which 
chickens should be fed for the first 
time. It i- the general impression 
that chicken, should be fed at thirty- 
six hours ol I, or say a day and a 
half, but exj eriments at Theale car
ried out by Mr. Brown show that no 
food is wanted until the chickens are 
sixty hours old. and it is a moot point 
as to whethe • they do not do better 
if not fed un il this age. Other ad
vantages in hlying day old chicks lie 
in the fact that where a large number 
of incubators are working in one ap
artment specially adapted for such

'olluge Poultry Karin, Theale. X. Kcwling. Kng.

and holds 200 chickens. It is heated 
by lamps and pipes.

Runs arc fitted outside, and as the 
house is upon wheels it can be easily 
moved to fresh ground.

A. W. S.
if

The Dust Bath
When the weather becomes dry and 

dusty it is important that the young 
chicks have sunie cool, damp spot 
where they can “dust” themselves. 1 
have frequently heard people com
plain that the chickens would always 
dust themselves near to the drinking 
dishes, so that the earth and rubbish 
were thrown into the water. They do 
this because they can stand the clouds 
of dust no better than the lice can and 
will always choose a spot where water 
has been spilled. Little chicks suffer 
very much if they are in very dusty 
quarters and will become a prey to a 
kind of mechanical pneumonia just 
as some young pigs do occasionally. 
All the soapy water from the house 
should be saved to pour over the 
very dusty spots. A few drops of 
Ycrgil's fluid should be added, as this 
will kill every obnoxious insect or 
germ as well as prevent disease in 
the chicks. The water, of course, 
must not lie in pools, but the dusty 
corners may be moistened very freely. 
I knew a hospital nurse who kept a 
large flock of chickens as soon as she 
retired from her work in the hospital. 
She used to spray the young chicks 
with the garden hose and used some
times to mix a little weak Jeye's fluid 
and water in the watering pot and 
water them. They used to freshen 
up on the sultry, dusty afternoons 
just like young plants after a shower. 
I have found that damping the dusty

POULTRY EXCHANGE
EGGS FOR HATCHING.- Barred llock*. 

fl.il» per 15 or S5.il» per 1»0 eggs. M. C. HKR- 
Nkit, Mannheim, Out.

POULTRY will yield a very large dividend

....... — -f two yearly Nulixcriberx and we
will wend the Review to you for one year free. 
CANADIAN POULTRY RKV1KW, Toronto,

HUFF ORPINGTONS—I breeding peon this 
eeaaon, headed by Imported and prize Block. 
Egg* $1.00, il.oo and $3.00 per netting. Incu
bator eggn $5.(10 per 190. Write at once for free 
catalogue dencnblng them. J. W. CLARK, 
Prew. Orjiln^ten Club, Importer and Breeder,

SINGLE COMM Hrown leghorn*. Won 
every 1st at Napnnee. Twenty eggs $1.00. 
Write. ALBERT 8NIDER, Naitanee. Ont.

nlng bird purchased from 0. II. ThoiL,__
Amenin, N. V. The lloudali |ien a grnml lot. 
SMITH & HltoWXK. Columbus. Ont._______

EXTRA CHOICE, pure Barred Plymouth

HUFF ORPINGTONS—Bml direct from im
ported stock. Eggs for sale. .Satisfaction guar
anteed. \\ rite for description, prices, etc. 
Geo. .1. MILNE, South Oshawa P.O.. Out.

BROWN LEGHORNS-Single comb, win
ners of over 1011 prizes at the poultry shows. 
Hgg< $1 and $2 per 15. W. J. PLAYER, Galt,

quarters that the chickens frequent 
is quite sufficient, and though it is a 
little extra trouble, it is surprising 
how much it helps the young and old 
through the very warm weather. The 
trouble after all is well repaid.

Oct AVI a Allen.
Ganges, B.C.

Poultry Truths.
The laying hen is naturally of a 

nervous disposition.
Poor brooding kills more chicks 

than poor incubation.
A well-kept flock of fowls is a ne

cessary adjunct to a country home.
It is better to keep the liens tame, 

as ^a frightened fowl will never do

Keep the hens in a contented con
dition. as they are more profitable 
that way.

The habit of egg eating is some
times caused by the lack of oyster 
shells or lime.

A chicken that is allowed to run 
free and get lots of exercise is bound 
to be tough.

Scald out all drinking vessels and 
feed troughs every few days, to keep 
them from developing disease germ-

For the good of the flock remove 
any fowl that shows any sign of be 
ing sick, even if the ailment is slight

Skim milk makes one of the best 
of feeds for poultry, either winter or 
summer. They arc very fond of it

It is said that charcoal fed to 
chickens while being fattened will 
tend to whiten the flesh. Buckwheat 
will do the same.

Do not use eggs for hatching pur 
poses which are laid by hens kept in 
close confinement, as such eggs arc 
likely to produce weak chicks.

Have all the eggs in the incubator 
as near the same size and ag;e and 
from the same breed as possible if 
good, uniform results are expected


