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leaves Christ out of the question, and that he doos
o voluntarily in the most important event of his

life. It is just at sach a moment that he ought to-

have the most intimate communion of thought, af-
fection and interest with Christ; and he is totally
excluded ! The believer is yoked togethei with an
unbeliever. He has chosen to live without Christ,
he has deliberately preferred to do his own will and
to exclude Christ rather than give up his will in

order to enjoy Christ and His approbation. He

has given his heart to another, abandoning Christ
and refusing to listen to IHim. The more affection
there is, the more the heart is attached, the more
openly has something been preferred to Christ,
What a fearful decision ! to settle to spend one’s
life thus, choosing for a companion an enemy of
the Lord’s. The influence of such a union is ne-
cessarily to draw the Christian back into the world.
He has already chosen to accept that which is of
the world as the most boloved object of his heart ;
and only things of the world Please those who are

of the world, although' their fruit is death, (Rom, -~

vi. 21-23.) “The world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth
for ever.” What a dreadful position! Either to
fail in faithfalness to Christ, or to have constantly
to resist just where the tonderest affection ought to
have established perfect unity, The fact is, that
unless the sovereign grace of God comes in, the
Christian man or woman always yields and enters
little by little upon a worldly walk. Nothing is
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