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Begin by asking about the publicans.
(See Exposition.) There was a saying, at
that time, “The wolves are on the hills, and
the publicans are in the cities.” Jesus is
to get a helper from this class of men.

Question as to where Jesus encountered
Levi. Did Jesus rebuke him for being a
publican ? What did He say? Had He
any right to say, “Follow Me” ? How do
you think He said it ? It was not a harsh
order, but a loving appeal. Why might Levi
have refused to go? Was he too busy just
then ? Vs. 13, 14.

Ask, did Jesus offer him any return for the
loss of his office as tax-gatherer ? What
return do we get from the serv..e of Christ ?
Discuss this with the class, making sure to
include His friendship, His presence, His
help, in every good thing we undertake.

Did Matthew regret that he left his business
to follow Jesus ? What bearing on this ques-
tion has"the banquet at his house? Who
were the guests 7 Why did he invite the pub-
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licans and sinners ? If he had not been seek-
ing their good he should not have had the sin-
ners there. Impress on the scholars that we
have no business going with evil people, unless
it be to do them good. If we live to do good,
we can live anywhere. V. 15.

Now, turn to the others who were in
Matthew’s house. V. 16. Why did they
come ? What fault did they find ?

What answer did Jesus make? V. 17.
Be sure to make this plain. Jesus loves all,
wants to save all, but can only save those
who want to be saved, because they feel their
need of being saved.

Briefly cover the teaching here regarding
fasting.

Explain vs. 19, 20 and 21, 22, showing that
the heart love and heart worship, which
Jesus’ draws from men, cannot be tied down
to any mere dead form of worship, such as
fasting. It is the joy, love and reverence
within the heart that counts, not any mere
forms, however venerable or beautiful they
may be.
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