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COMPULSORY EDUCATION IN QUEBEC.TO CONCLUSIONS, AND A HUNT FOR 
THE IMPOSSIBLE.

JUMPING |>r. Finnic made out a sir-mg ca-c for compulsory
] DU to co u|»cl theeducation in introducing hi' 

education of the children of the Prnte-tant element
far from 'haring the

\\, re-cue the following gem of Parliamentary 
n by Mr. J. A. M. Armstrong from the -h- 

hUi itv of Han-ard:
/ i ,101c pmi hi nil 11 nothin;! about th. tinnkinii susl on 

t,„i 1 think II In one of the moat Important i|iieml"tnt th.it 
cavern ment eoulil ever be calleil upon to Hone. A < >> 

lir’lv„ ago I reeelved from my roust It to nt a a pitltl "i 
kil ^ 1 hat 11 Royal t'ommlselon lie granted by this too 

to Invest Imite all Canadian hanks; "" 't ■
, „ ... fine of if. f ft of. on III./ lu thr Mint g Imlurit in -*•

, nonr till, thr (Tiniii/iitn people ure f/inifii.ilfi/ lusl l'l 
,ill iitut' N*e in our finunrinl institutions It oot lieo 
"n tor me to remind tills House of the terrible effects 
„f Canadian bank failure Kvery member of thda I .mao 
«he tails to do Ills utmost to reorganize or amend h 
tiaiiking laws of this country. Is guilty of spiritual mar 
hr It should be Impossible for any chartered bank of 

,1a to go to the wall on account of misappropriation 
nmds TI11 re should be some system of government in 

«it,, tion of banks that would render these fa lures .mo- 
Z 1,1 impotsiblr. and I leave It to the tlnanelers of this 

to discover the remedy.

in the Province. We 
opinion of tlv- lion. Mr. Mackenzie that the measure 
would lie a harsh discrimination against the Protcs- 

|f so why have all the principal Protestant

arc

tant-.
countries of the world a- well a- such countries as 
I'rance, Austria and Italy adopted the system.' In

the follow

of countries that have adopted compulsory
fact Dr. !• inities strongest argument was 
ing li~t 
education ;

Nova Scotia In IStll. Compulsory period. î ta I- >'«<* 
Prince Kdwnr.l Island. In 1S77 Compulsory I» Hod. s

"'omaVlm'ln lssf. Compulsory pet hid. 7 to la years 
ttrltlsh Columbia. In tss.i Compulsory Period. to 17

"Bet «. sacs
Australia, issu Compulsory period, h to 14 >' ars 
New Zealand. 1*77 Compulsory p. rlo.l 7 to l4 y. 
Germany. 1*36. Compulsory P-r od . to 14 y i .irs 
Kratiee, 1SS2. Compulsory period. I. to l.l years 
Norway. lStiO Compulsory period. 7 to 14 years
Austria. !*«!• Compulsory period. « to 14 yems
Sweden. tsiU. Compulsory period. 7 “ > >
Swltserland. l*7i>. Compulsory pcrlml # to 15 >™rs 
Italy 1S77. Compulsory period. *«» •* arrt 
Japan. lUO'J. Compulsory period, ti to 1» F***'™- 
l tilted Stales. 1*70. Compulsory I» Hod, . to 14 years

tu argue that the

Needless to say. the italics arc our own.
Mr. Armstrong's frank confession that he 
"practically nothing" al»iut the hanking

him from I icing taken too seriously hy
extra-

i i I

knows
lent prevents
«ensihlc |>cople. hut it does not excuse his 
ordinarily jumping to conclusions on totally inadci|iuU 

Since the honorahle member ~ils for anevidence.
Ontario constituency the petition he received from 
his constituents is a result, no doubt, of the banner- 
bank trouble. The |ieople who lost money through 

feel, and rightly feel, that they have hccn.de- 
As their contidencc has been -baken, it i-

t )f course, it is open to anyone 
Province of Quebec leads all these countries in educa 

and it is open to anyliody else to 
discrimination affecting

lion and progress 
believe it. That there t- a 
the Protestants is obvious, but that it t 
crimination unfavorable to them, we do not agree.

tills
frauded.
entirely natural that they should have exaggerated 
ideas with regard to the banking system, which it i- 
highly probable they know very little about. 
Armstrong's characterisation of their natural, but 
hardly important action, as evidence that "the Can­
adian |H‘ople are gradually losing all confidence in 
financial institutions" makes for laughter -bouts of

harsh di­ts a

I hit Mr. director of the molsons bank.
director of

NEW
Mr. W. M. ISirks has been elected a

llank, in succession to the lale Mr. tvthe Molsons
^The" atnuiuncement of tin- ap|*uniment ha- men 
received will, satisfaction by Montreal business 
men, and hearty congratulations have been giwn " 
Mr. ISirks upon the appointment. A Montrealer h> 
birth and education. Mr. W. M. ISirks ha- risen 
rapidly to a position of leadership among the younger 
generation of business men. Among the prominent 
positions which he now occupies are the v'vvpry-v 
dettev of 1 lettre liirk- X Sms. I.muted, and of veru 
Pros., of Toronto, while in insurance circle- he r- 
known a- a director of the Mm l.tfe of Canada. . 
philanthropic work, as in business. Mr. lurks .hiu- 
pies a position of leadership, and he has been largely 
re s| xmsiblc for the success of several notable effort- 
in this connect ion. A cultured, generous and puhli. 
spirited citizen, who ha- travelled extensively, it t- 
a pleasure to note hi- election to the directorate of 
one of the oldest of the Canadian banking institution-.

out

laughter.
U). Mr. Armstrong wants a system of Dovew- 

inspection that will rentier bank failures "ab­
solutely itit|Nissiblc." W'e fear he is out on a wild 

chase. The evil-doer is a wonderfully in- 
| ht son to whom the driving of a coaclt-and-

IlllTlt

K'""* 
genious
horses through an Act of Parliament is a mere 
pa-time, anti the hood-winking of a bank-examiner 
a detail in the day's work. There may be such a 
tlmig as an infallible system of (sovernment itispei- 
tv hi of the banks, but until such a system ha- been 
proved by experience we beg leave res|>ectfully t" 
doubt of its existence. The late Sir Edward Clou-ton 
once made the very w i-e remark that “no amount of 
legislation will guard against the fallibility of the 
pcr-onal factor and keep men from being fool- or 
knave-." W'e commend this to Mr. Armstrong.

Wed, It was stated in the House of Commons 
i nesday that the amount of new stock for authority 

to issue which application has ken made to the 
C,overnment by the CPU. i- $75.<>ou."""; 1 11

$5jwoj*JO G. T. K. 4 P-c. debenture st.x-k is shortly application has not ye, ken passe,l «pot. by the 
tn lie issued in Ivmdon at <>5. «overnmen .

nil
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