18 THE CANADIAN

starve;
they

of any amount, and might
while with the frame of honey
will go right on converting that honey
into comb, storm or no storm. If the
right number of frames is given to
suit the size of the littel colony, they
will fill them quickly, especially when
honey is coming In from the fields;
and each comb will be filled with
worker brood as fast as built.”

“How long will they build worker

comb?”

“If not too strong they will generally
bhuild comb of the worker size of cells
till the brood begins to emerge from
the eggs first laid in the newly-built
combs by the queen; but as soon as
many bees emerge they are liable to
change to the drone size of cells; or
if the little colony is quite strong in
bees they may change the size of
cells sooner than this if honey Is com-
ing in very rapidly.”

“What is to be done then?”

“As soon as the first frames I gave
them are filled with comb I look about
to see how many bees they have; and
if they are still well stocked with bees
or are in shape where I can expect
that they will change the size of cells
before they reach the bottom of any
frames they may have started with
worker comb, 1 take out any full
frames they may have already built,
and thus put them in the same con-
dition they were in when I started
with that colony.”

“Will they do as well
as they did at first?”

“They will not build combs quite as
freely now as they did before, unless
there can be some young bees emerg-
ing; so if I can conveniently, I give
them a comb containing mostly honey
with some emerging brood (if they
have such a comb it is left with them,
which is more often the case than
otherwise) from some other colony,
when they are ready to work the same
as before. If just the right amount
of brood is left, or given them, so that

in this way
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8) strong but that I think they will v
build worker comb still longer, in- I
stead of taking the brood away, | ¢
spread apart the combs now bulilt, and o

insert one or more frames with start-
ers between, when these will generally
b2 filled with worker comb, before
enough young bees emerge for them to
change the size of the cell.”

“Suppose they do change the size By
ol cell, what then?”

“One thing is always to be kept in i
mind whenever you find them build- -
ing drone comb, The combs they e
then have, all except the ones ‘mostly o
filled with honey, are to be taken awa) -
8) that they may feel their need of ahit
worker brood again, when they will tia
build cells of the worker size ouc i
wore,"” obt

“Have you used this plan much?”” t

“To the extent that I have had hun- of t
dreds of frames built full of worker fres
that the bees had built partly full the t 1
that the bees had built partly (ull the 1ag
season previous, and hundreds if not port
thousands, patched where I had cut cate
oul patches of drone which had got- scop
ten in one way or another; or where | abeo
had cut out pieces of comb having lit- xpo
tle larvae, in, that were to be used for S .}
queen rearing. In this way the bees ure
fix these holes in any comb in a very erm
perfect manner; in fact, very much one:
better than any man can do it by
fitting in patches of worker comb as *pe
was the manner of fixing up combs
having a little drone comb in them
during the past. Therefore 1 do not R
fear mutilated combs nearly as much [R
as I formerly did.” |

“This has been an interesting and IR
profitable talk with me, and I fec] ver

grateful to you for telling me so free 'R"
ly. I wil be going now. Good- 'Rt
day.” \



