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any decision is arrived at in regard to the public 
ownership of this utility. That public ownership is 
the proper solution of this question we are satisfied, 
but
position to satisfy the requirements of local telephone 
users, while the long distance service can only be 
properly administered by the Dominion Government.
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—We are glad to be able to say that the new 
Ontario Government, in reorganizing the Temiskam- 
ing Railway Commission, has made the appointments 
from the ranks of practical railway men, as this journal 
contended should be done, and not from the ranks of 
politicians. In Cecil B. Smith, the chief of the 
commission, they have a first-class engineer of wide 
knowledge and high character, and the others, 
understand, are men of practical experience in work 
of this kind. The Globe is among the opposition 
journals who are fair enough to approve of this appli
cation of common-sense business methods to affairs 
of state.

THE CANADIAN ENGINEER 101
of $23,325 to the Cayuga Cake cement Co., a New 
rom uiaue concern, wnose tender was $1.55/2 per 
barrel, as against $1.5# per Darrel quoted by tile Crey 

oruce Cement vo., 01 vwen bound, Ont. Tne lattercontend that the municipalities are in the bestwe

was tne lowest tender Irom a Canadian nrm, and tne 
tinrerence was so small that it was tnought tne con
tract would be awarded to the Canadian firm, the 
tenderers having been notined that the lowest bid 
would not necessarily be accepted. The city engineer 
reported that the Canadian cement had shown on the 
tests a slight superiority over that of the United btates 
tenderer, and lie would have preferred carrying the 
tests still further in order to make a fuiier proof of tlie 
relative qualities. No delay was permitted, however, 
and the tender of the Cayuga Lake Co. was accepted 
by a vote of 16 to 5. 
cnased is made in a state which forbids any contract 
from being executed within its borders by a foreign 
firm, or even the employment of foreign workmen 
brought into the state to work on a contract, 
moreover pointed out by the Hamilton Times that the 
tender made by the New York firm is so far below its 
normal prices on home sales as to be subject to the 
charge of dumping, as the freight of 33N cents per 
barrel, and duty of 43^ cents per barrel, besides the 
cost of teaming in the city, and cost of returning the 
bags to the works would all have to be deducted from 
the contract price. Ihese deductions would bring the 
net price down to about 75 cents per barrel, whereas 
the prices of standard brands of United States cement 
quoted on the New York market range from $1.10 to 
$1.40. If the anti-dumping act were put into effect in 
this case, the city would have to pay the extra duty 
if this contingency is not specifically provided against 
in the contract, and in such case, the patronage of the 
foreign article would be rather a costly experiment. 
It may be well to call the attention of other Canadian 
municipalities to the fact that within the past few 
months two western towns have paid pretty dear for 
like experiments. In one case a town “saved” $200 
on a contract for iron pipe imported from Scotland,, 
but found that when a case of dumping was made out 
the importation cost $1,000 extra. As the canny 
Scotch firm had quoted its price on board car or 
steamer on the other side, the net loss of $800 fell 
the Canadian town, ffhere is no use in a law which 
is not fairly carried out, and under the anti-dumping 
law bargain-counter prices for foreign supplies 
often turn out to be dear investments.
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The mathematicians, Atcherley and Pearson, of 

University College, London, have developed 
point in dam construction, and acting on this dis
covery, Sir William Garstin has abandoned the at
tempt to raise the great dam at Assuan, Egypt, 
other 20 feet as intended. This discovery is that in 
vertical sections of dams under water the pressure is 
more severely strained than in horizontal ones. There
fore, while a dam designed under rules which have 
hitherto applied may be safe from cracking hori
zontally, it may be liable to crack vertically. 
Benjamin Baker, consulting engineer of the Nile 
reservoir, accepts this theory and advises against 
raising the dam further. He says, however, that the 
vibrations on the
through the sluices are negligible, and adds that the 
dam as it stands, will last for centuries.
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—It is a most fortunate thing in the interests of 
the people in general, and particularly the business 
community, that the special committee appointed by 
the Dominion Parliament to investigate the telephone 
question has a man of the character of Sir William 
Mulock as its chairman. The people of both sides of 
politics will acknowledge that Sir William has proved 
to be the ablest Postmaster-General Canada has 
had, not only in the number of domestic abuses he has 
reformed in the administration of the post-oEce, but 
in the effect of his advanced statesmanship upon the 
postal policy of the whole British Empire. It has re
quired no common courage to carry out these reforms, 
and it will require no common courage to save the 
people of Canada from the dangers that threaten them 
in the present telephone crisis. We believe Sii 
William, if he is spared, will be able with the help of 
the few earnest reformers who are in the house, to de
liver the country from the false position in which it 
finds itself by reason of the unwise telephone legisla
tion of the past, and if he does, his name will be held 
in grateful remembrance by future generations, even 
jf tlie results are not fully seen or appreciated by his 
immediate contemporaries.
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THE CANADIAN FAIRBANKS COMPANY, LIMITED:

The business of the Fairbanks Co., in Canada, including 
all their selling agencies, contracts, organization and 
house stocks of goods at Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg 
Vancouver, has been purchased by Henry J. Fuller.

Mr. Fuller started the business of the Fairbanks Co. in 
Canada six years ago, and since that time it has rapidly 
grown. The Fairbanks Co., not seeing their way clear to 
manufacture in Canada, Mr. Fuller offered to buy the busi
ness in order to re-organize it as a Canadian institution, 
and the business has been conducted, since March 15th, as 
the Canadian Fairbanks Co., Limited, recently incorporated 
with $500,000 capital. Mr. Fuller is president and treasurer, 
and the other incorporators are C. M. Rudel, T. A. Pownell, 
C. A. Duclos, and E. J. Sarle. It is the company’s intention 
to begin, very shortly, the erection of a large plant for 
manufacturing, in Canada, specialties which they have here
tofore imported.

I hey will continue to represent the following 
I he American Tool Works Company, Cincinnati, O. 

American Wood-Working Machinery Co., New York City
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—The city council of Hamilton, after a heated de
bate, has awarded a contract for cement to the amount
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